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THE 




LIFE 

OF 

» l 

Mr. J OHN MILTON. 

\ R O M a Family f & Town of his nam* 
in Oxfordjbir* , our Author deriv'd hit 
defccnt ; but he was born at London in 
the year 1608 . The Publiftier of his 
Works in |>rofe (%n whofe veracity fome 
part of this narrative muft entirely depend) dates his 
birth two years earlier than this: but contradicting 
himfelf afterwards in his own computation , I reduce 
it to the time that Monficur BayU hath affign'd » and 
for the fame reafon which prevailed with him to 
affign it. His Father , John Milton , by profeffion a 
Scrivener , liv'd in a reputable manner on a compe- 
tent eftate, entirely his own acquifition; having been 
early dis-inherited by his Parents for renouncing the 
communion of the Church of Rothe, Jo which they 
were zealoufly devoted. By hjs wife Sarah Cafion he 
had likewife one Daughter nam'd Anna; & another 
Son, Chrlftopher, whom he train'd to the pra&ice of 
the Common-Law ; who in the great Rebellion ad- 
her'd to the Royal caufe : and in the Reign of King 
James II* by too cafy a compliance with diedo&rines 
of the Court, both religious and civil, he attain'd to 
the dignity of being made a Judge of the Common- 

* x Pleas; 
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Pleas; of which he dy'd dcvcftcd not long after the 
Revolution . 

feut JOHN the fubje& of the prefent eflay ', was 
the favorite of his Father's hopes ; who to cultivate 
the great genius which early difplay'd itfelf , was at 
the expenfe of a domeftic Tutor : whofe care and 
capacity his Pupil hath gratefully celebrated in an ex- 
cellent Latin Elegy ; the fourth in the prfefent col- 
lection. At his initiation he is faid to 
An.JEJtat.ii. have apply 'd himfelf to letters with 
futh indefatigable induftry , that he 
frarely was prevail'd with to quit hisftudies before mid- 
night : which not only made him frequently fubjc<a 
to fevere pains in his head ; but likewife occafion'd 
that weaknefs in his eyes, which terminated in. a total 
privation of fight. From a domeftic education he was 
removed to St. Paul's School, to complete his acquain- 
tance with the Claffics under the care of Dr. Gill c 
and after a fhort ftay there, was tranfplanted to CkriJTs 
College in Cambridge , where he diftin* 
An.JEtat.i$. guifhd himfelf in all kinds of Acade- 
mical exercifes. Of this fociety he 
continued a Member 'till he commene'd Matter of 
Arts: and then leaving theUniverfity, he returned to 
his Father ; who had quitted the Town , and liv'd at 
Barton near Colebrooke in Barkjbire ; where he perfu'd 

An JEtat \\ ^ s ^ u ^ es w * 1 ** unparallcTd , affiduity , 

•*' and fuccefs. 

After fome years fpent in this ftudious retirement, 

his Mother dy'd : and then he prevail'd with his 

Father to gratify an inclination he had long enter- 

tain'd of feeing foreign countries. Sir Henry Wotten » 

at that time Provoft of Eaton Col- 

An. JEtat. 30. lege, gave him a letter of advice for 

die dire&ion of his travels: but by 

not obferving * an excellent maxim in it , he incur'd 

great danger by difputing againft the fuperftition of 

the 

. • * i ftnfwri jlrtni, ti il vif* /«•//», 
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the Church of Rome , within the verge of the Vatkan. 
Having employ'd his curio fit y about * two years itt 
France and Italy, on the news of a civil war breaking 
out in England he returned , without taking a furvey 
of Greece and Sicily , as at his fetting out the fcheme 
was projected, t At Parn the ^ord Vifcount Scuda- 
more, Ambafiador from King Char In I. at the Court 
of France, introduc'd him to the acquaintance of 
Grotius; who at that time was honor'd with the fame 
chara&er there by Chriftina Queen of Sweden. In Rome, 
Genoa , Florence 9 and other cities of Italy , he con- 
traded' a familiarity with thofe who were of higheft 
reputation for wit & learning : feveral of whom gave 
him very obliging testimonies of their friendship » and 
efteera , which are printed before his Latin Poems . 
The firft of them was written by Manfo Marxjuis of 
Villa, a great patron of Taffo, by whom he is cele- 
brated in his \ Poem on the Conqucft of JerufaUm. 
It is highly probable that to his converfation with this 
noble Neapolitan we owe the firft defign which 
Minai* conceived of writing an Epic roem ; and 
it appears by fome Latin verfes addrefs'd to the Mar- 
quis with the title of Manfus , that he intended to fix 
on King Arthur for his Heroe ; hut Arthur was re* 
ferv'd to another deftiny ! 

Returning from his travels he found 
England on the point of being iuvolv'd An.JEtat.$i, 
in blbod and confulion, It feems won- 
derful that one of fo warm, and daring a fpirit, as 
he certainly was , fhou'd be reftrain'd from the field 
in thofe unnatural commotions. I fuppofc we may 

* 3 impute - 

* St jm» bis viridi fur^ebat eulmw drift* , 
Et tot idem fUvss numerabnnt horrea miffes, - - 
Nee dum jderat Thyrfis : pafiorem fctliut ilium 
Dylcis amw Muf* Thuka r fit itt t bat in nrbe . 

Epitaph; Paw* 

t Difenfa Secund*. fAg. J6. F»l. 

% Fra Otvalier magnAttimi , e corte/i, 
Hjftlende il Manfo, - - - ijb» $©*. 
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impute ft wholly to the great deference he paid t$ 
paternal authority, that he retir'd to lodgings provided 
for him in the City : which being commodious for 
the reception of his Sifter's Sons , and fome other 
young Gentlemen r he undertook their education : 
and is faid to have form'd them on the fame plan 
which he afterwards puhliftVd , in a fhort tractate in<* 
fcrib'd to bi$ friend Mr. Hartlib. 
In this philofophical courfe he continued without a. 

wife to the year 1643 ; when he mar- 
'4n.JEt4t.1s, ry'd Mary the Daughter of Richard 

Powell of Foreft-hilt in Oxfordshire a 
a Gentleman of eftate and reputation in that County $ 
and of principles fo very oppofite to his Sonrin-Law, 
that the marriage is more to be wonder'd at, than the 
feparation which enfu'd , in little more than a month 
after (he had cohabited with him in London. Her do- 
fertlon provok'd him both to write feveraj treatifes 
concerning the dodrine, and difciplinc of divorce; 
and alfo tp make his addreifes to a young Lady of 
great wit and beauty :• but before be had ingag'd he? 
affedions to conclude the marriage-treaty, in a vifit 
at one of his Relations he found his Wife proftrate 
before him , imploring forgivenefs , & reconciliation. 
It is not to be, doubted but an interview of that na* 
ture, fo little expe<fted,muft wonderfully affe& him; 
and perhaps the impreffions it made on his imagina- 
tion contributed much to the painting of that pathetic 
fcene in * Pa* a piss Lost, in which Eve ad- 
drefleth herfelf to Adam for pardon , and peace. At 
the interceffion of his friends who were prefent, after 
a fhort relu#ance he generoufly facrifie'd all \d$ x*i 
fentment to her teajs. 

• - - Soon his he&tt relented 
Tow'fds her 3 Ms life fo late , and fole delight % 
Row, at his feet fubmijjive in 4$rej(si 
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And after this re-unieD » fo far was he from retaining 
tn unkind memory of the proTocationt which be 
had receiVd from her ill coftdud , that when the 
King's caufe was entirely oppre&'d, and her Father 
who had been active in his loyalty was ocpos'd to 
fcqueft ration, Mil ton rcceir'd both htm and hit 
family to protection, and free entertainment, in hif 
own houfc, till their affairs were accommodated by 
his intered in the yi&orious faction • 

For he was now grown famous by 
his polemical writings of various kinds, JLm.JEts0.4im 
and held in great fevor , and efteem , 
by thofe.wha had power to difpofe of all preferments 
in the State* *Ti« in vain to diflemblc , and far be 
it from me to defend, his engaging with a party 
combined in the deftrudion of our Church and Mo* 
narchy. Yet , leaving the juftification of a rais-guided 
fincerity to be debated in the fchools, may I prefume 
to obferve in his favor , that his zeal , diltemper'd 8c 
furious as it was, does not appear to have been in* 
fpirited by fdf-injterefted views: For it is affirmd, 
that though he liv'd always in a frugal retirement , 
and before his death had difpos'd of bis Library 
(which we may fuppofe to have been a valuable col- 
lection) he left no more than fifteen hundred pounds 
behind him for the fupport of his family : & whoever 
confiders the Pods to which he was advane'd , & the 
times in which he enjoy'd them , will I believe con* 
Ms that he might have accumulated a much more 
plentiful fortune: in a difpaffionate mind it will not 
require any extraordinary meafure of candor to con-* 
dude , that though he abode in th$ biritof* ofQptvtf* 
jbrs 9 and die fpoils of his country lay at his feet, 
neither his confeience, nor his honor « cou'd ftoop 
to gather them . 

A Commiffion to conftitute him 4n.&tat*\% % 
Adjutant-General to Sir JVUliam mlltr 
was promised, hut fcon-ftipctfcdcd by WMcr\ being; 

* 4 hud 
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laid a •fide, when his Mailers thought it proper to 
new-model their Army. However, the keenefs oi 
his pen had fo effe&tfally recommended him to 
CromwtlV% efteem , That when he took the reins of 
government into his own hand , he advanc'd him to 
be Latin Secretary , both to himfelf and the Parlia- 
ment: the former of thefe preferments he enjoy'd 
both under the Uftirper , and his Son ; the other , 
'till King Charles If. was reftor'd. J?or fome time he 
had an apartment for his family wrtvhitehall j but his 
health requiring a freer acccflion of air , he was 
oblig'd to remove from thence to lodgings which 
open'd into St. James % Park. Notions after his fettle- 
ment there, his Wife dy'd in child -bed: and much 
about the time of her death , a Gutta ferena , which 
had for feveral years been gradually increafing, totally 
extinguinYd his fight. In this melancholic condition 
he was eafily prevail'd with to think of taking another 
wife; who was Catharine the Daughter of Captain. 
Woodcnk of Hackney : and me too , in lefs than a year 
after their marriage , dy'd in the fame unfortunate 
manner as the former had done . In his twenty third 
Sonnet he does honor to her memory. 

Thefe private calamities were much 
An.JEttt. 51. heightened , by the different figure he 
was likely to make in the new fcene 
of affairs, which was going to be a&ed in the State, 
For all things now confpiring to promote the King's 
reftoration, he was too confcious of his own activity 
during the Ufurpation , to exped any favor from the 
Crown : & therefore he prudently abfconded 'till the 
h€t of oblivion was publifh'd; by which he was only> 
render'd incapable of bearing any office in the Nation. 
Many had a very juit eileem of. his admirable parts 
and learning, who detefted his principles; by whofe 
interceflion his Pardon pafs'd the Seals: and I wiih 
the laws of civil Hiftory cou'd have extended the. 
benefit of that oblivion to the memyy.of his guilt. 
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which was indulged to his perfon ; n* tanu faeintris 
immkm$*t out ixtitifit , Atu non vindicate fuijji vi- 
dsatur . 

Having thus gain'd a fall protedion from the Go- 
vernment, (which was in truth more than he cou'd 
have reafonably hop'd) he appear'd as much in publick 
as he formerly us'd to do ; and employing his Friend 
Dr. Paget to make choice of a third confort, on his 
recommendation he married Ebtafotb the Daughter 
of Mr. Minjhul a Chtfloire Gentleman , by whom he 
had no irTue. Three Daughters by his firft wife were 
then living; the two elder of whom are faid to have 
been very ferviceable to him in his ftudies. For having 
been inftruded to pronounce not only the modern 9 
but alfo the Latin , Greek , and Hebrew languages ; 
they read in their refpedive originals whatever Authors 
he wanted to confult ; though they underftood none 
but their mother-tongue. This employment, however, 
was too un-pleafant to be continued for any long 
procefs of time; and therefore he difmifs'd them to 
receive an education more agreeable to their Sex, 
and temper. * 

We come now to take a furvey of him in that 
point of view, in which he will be look'd on by all 
fucceeding ages with equal delight, and admiration. 
An interval of above twenty years had claps'd ilncc 
he wrote the Mask of * Ccmus, * , 

VAll$gfo , ll Pmferofo , & t Ljadat ; An. Mi. ± * 
all of fuch' an exquifite ftrain / that ' ^ 

though he had left no other monument of his Genius 
behind him , his name had been immortal. But 
neither the infirmities of age- and conftitution , nor 
the viciffitudes of fortune, cou'd deprefs the vigor of 
his mind ; or divert it from executing a defign he 
had % long conceiv'd of writing' an Heroic Poem. 
The Fall of Man was a fubjeft which he had fome years 
before fix'd on for a Tragedy , which he intended to 

form 
% Par. Loft A * r. ii. 
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• form by the models of Antiquity: and fome, not 
without probability, fay the Play open'd with that 
Speech in the fourth book of Paradise Lost, 
rer. 31 , which is addrefs'd by Satan to the Sun . 
Were it material » I believe I cou'd produce other 
paflages which more plainly appear to have been ori- - 
ginally intended for the Scene. Rut whatever truth 
there may be in this report , 'tis certain that he did 
not begin to mold his fubjed in the form which it 
bears now , before he had concluded his controvcrfj 
with Salmafins and More; when he had wholly loit 
the ufe of his eyes ; and was fore'd to employ in the 
©ffice of an amannenfis any friend who accidentally 
paid him a vifit. Yet under all thefe discouragements, 

& various interruptions, in the * year 
JLn. Mtat.6i< i66<, . He publifo'd his Puadisb 

Lost; the noWeft Poem , next to 
thofe of Homer and Virgil* that ever the wit 0/ man 
produced in the any age or nation. Nor need I 
mention any other evidence of its ineftimahle worth , 
than that the fineft geniuses who have fucceedqd him 
have ever efteem'd it a merit to relifh, and illuftrate, 
its beauties : whilft the Critic who gaz'd with fo 
much wanton malice on the nakednefs of Sbakefpear 
when he flept, after having t formally declared war 
againft it, wanted courage to make his attack; flulh'd 
though h6 was with his conqueft over Julius C*far t 
and The Moor: which infolence his Mufe, like the 
other Afiaffines of Ctfar , % feverely reveng'd on her- 
felf; and not long after her triumph became her own 
executioner. Nor is it unworthy our obfervation t 
that though , perhaps , no one of our Englijb Poets 
hath excited fo many admirers to imitate his manner* 
yet I tfcink never any was known to afpire to emu* 

lation * 

* Milton*/ Contrast with bis Btokftlltr S. Simmons far thf f$fe 

fasrs dot* April 27th, 1667. 
1 The Tragtdies of the loft *& c§npdc?d* P. 1*1* 
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Jation: even the late ingenious Mr. Philips, who, in 
the colors of ftylo, came the neareft of all tbeCopiert 
to referable the great Original , made his diftant ad- 
vances with a filial reverence; and reftrain'd his ambi- 
tion within the fame bounds which Lucretius prefcrib'4 
to his own imitation : 

Hen ha certdnii cupiAus, auam propter amerem 
Quod T E mitari aveo ; quid en\m centendat brrmxfa 
Cycnis? - - * 

And now perhaps it may pafs for fiction , what with 
great veracity I affirm to be raft , that Mhtom, 
after having with much difficulty prevailM to have 
this divine Poem licens'd for the Prefs , cou'd fell thp 
Copy for no more than fifteen pounds: the payment 
of which valuable con ftder anon depended on the fale 
Of three numerous toipreflions. So unreafonabty may 
perfonal prejudice affect thp molt ejicellept perfor* 
mances / 

About * two years after, together 4tn.JEfat.63. 
with Sam sonAconjstbs (a Tra- 
gedy not unworthy the Grecian Stage when Athens 
was in her glory) he publifh'd Paradise Reoaim'd. 

But , Ob f what a falling-off was tbere / Of which 

I will fay no more , than that there is fcarcely a 
more remarkable inftance of the frailty of human 
reafon , than our Author gave in prefering this Poem 
to Paradise Losjt; nor a more inftru&ive 
caution to the beft writers, to be very diffident in 
deciding the merit of their own productions. 

And thus having attended him to the fixty fixth 
year of his age, as clofely as fuch imperfect lights as 
men of Letters , & retirement ufually leave to guide 
our inquiry wou/d allow; it npw oply remains to be 

rc- 

* Thrf turn Limfid July a, 1(70, to »tf frinui bfore tf* 
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6 recorded, that in the year 1674 the 
jin. JEtat. 6 7 Gout put a period to his life at Bnnbill 
near London; from whence his body 
was convey'd to St. GiUs*s Church by Cripplegat» % 
where it lyes inter'd in the chancel; but neither has, 
nor wants a monument to perpetuate his memory. 

In his youth h * is faid to have been extremely 
handfome : the color of his hair was a light brown ; 
the fymetry of his features exact; cnliven'd with an 
agreeable air , & a beautiful mixture of fair & ruddy : 
which occafion'd the Marquis of Villa to give his * 
Epigram the fame turn of 'thought, which Gregory 
Arch- Deacon of Rome had employ d above a thoufana 
years before, in praifing the amiable complexions of 
fome Englift) Youths, before their converfion toChri- 
ftianity. His flature { f as we fi n< * it meafur'd by him- 
felf) did not exceed the middle-fize; neither too lean, 
nor corpulent i his limbs well-pfoportion'd , nervous, 
and active ; ferviceable in all refpefts to his exercifine 
the Sword*, in which he much delighted ; & wanted 
neither skill nor courage to refent an affront , from 
men" of the moft athletic conftitutions. In his diet he 
was abftemious ; not delicate in the choice of his 
dimes ; and ftrong liquors of all kinds were his aver- 
sion. Being too fadly convine'd how much his health 
had fuffer'd by'night-ftudies in his younger years, he 
ufed to go early (feldom later than nine) to red; 
and rofe commonly before five in the morning. It is 
reported , ( and there is a paflage in one of his Latin* 
Elegies to countenance the tradition) that his fancy 
made the happieft flights in the fpring: but one of 
his Nephews ufed to deliver it as Milton's own 
obfervation , that his Invention was in its higheft per- 
fection from September to the vernal ^Equinox: 
however it was, the great. inequalities to be found ia 

his 

* Vt mens , forma , decor , faciei , mos , /! pittas ficf t 
Won Anglus , vtrurp benle sAnglm tpjt fores • 

f Dtftnfio fecund*, f. 87. IqL 



a by Google 



Mt. JOHN MILTON. iHj 

his cotapofures are inconteftable proofs , that in fome 
fcafons he was but one of the people. When blindneft 
reftrain'd him from other exercifes, he had a machine 
to fwing in, for the prefervation of his health; and 
diverted hirafelf in his chamber with playing on an 
Organ. His deportment was ere&, open, affable; 
his converfation eafy , chearful , inftrudive ; his wit 
en all occasions at command , facetious , grave , or 
fatirical , as the fubjed requir'd. His judgement w 
when dis-engag'd from religious and political fpecute- 
tions, was juft and penetrating; his apprehenfion , 
quick ; his memory , tenacious of what he read ; his 
reading, only not fo extcnfive as his genius, for that 
was univerfal. And having treafur'd up fuch immenfe 
ftores of Science, perhaps the faculties of his Soul 
grew more vigorous after he was depriv'd of his fight: 
and his imagination (naturally fublime, and inlarg'd 
by reading Romances , * of which he was much 
inamor'd in his youth.) when it was wholly abftradted 
from material objefts , was more at liberty to make 
fuch amazing excurfions into the ideal world, when 
in compofing his divine work he was tempted to 
range 

Beyond th$ vifibU diurnal fpbtn. 

And with fo many accomplishments , not to have had 
fome faults, & misfortunes, to be laid in the balance 
with the fame , and felicity , of writing Paradise 
Lost, wou'd have been too great a portion for 
humanity. 

* Mis *#•/## fir Srae&ymaoi , /. 177. f$U 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

THE works of inferior Geniuses have their in* 
fancy * tnd often receive additions of ftrengtti 
and beauty , in the feveral Impreflions they undergo 
whilft their Authors live : but the following Poem 
came into the world, like the Perfotos whom it cele- 
brates, in a ftate of maturity.* However* though itt 
the fiift Edition it was difpos'd into Ten Books only* 
Milton thought proper in the Second to make a 
new diviiion of it into Twelve i not , 1 fuppofe * 
with refoe& to the Mneis (for he was, in both fenfest 
of the phrafe, above imitation) but more probably, 
becaufe the iehth of the Seventh and Tenth rdquir'd 
a paufc in the narration , he divided them , each into 
two : on which diftributlon, to the beginning of thofe 
books which are now the Eighth and Twelfth , hp 
added the following verfes, which were faeceflary to 
make a connedion . 

Book VlII. Ver. t. 

The Angel ended , and in Adam'* tat 
So charming left his voice, that he a -while 
Thought him ftill [peaking •, ftill flood fixd to heati 
Then, at new ivak'd, thus gratefully reply M. 

The latter half of the verfe was taken from this $ 
thb firft Edition. 

To whom thu6 Mam gratefully reply'd. 
Book XII. ver. i. 

As one wfo in bis journey bates at noon » 

Though bent on fpeed : fovere th Arch- Angel p&Hs'di 

Betwixt the world deftroyd, and world reftord; 

If Adam oUght perhaps might interpofe : 

Then, with tranfltion fweet, new fpeech tefumet. 

At the fame time the Author made fome few additions 
.to other places of the Poeta , which are here inferted 
for the iatisfa&ion of the curious . jj 00 k 
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Book V. ver. 637. 

7, They eat , they drink ," and with refedion fweet 
„ Are fiU*d» before eh* all-bounteous King, &t. 

were thus enlarg'd in the fecond Edition. 

They eat , they drink , and in communion /taut 
Quaff immortality , and joy , (ftcurt 
Of forfeit , Where full meafure only hands 
Exctfs) before th* all-bounteous King, err. 

Book XI. rer 484. after, • 

;, Inteftine ftone, and nicer, cholic-pangtf 

thefe three verfes were added . 

c JUmoHiae phrenzy, meapinf melancholy* 
And tnoon-fltuck madneft> fining atrophy 1 
Miarafmus, and wide-wafting pefliUnee. 

And ver. 551. of the fame Book (which was ori- 
ginally thus , 

„ Of rend'ring up . Mhhaal to him reply'd) 

teceiv'd this addition, 

Of rendring up, and patiently attend 
My dijfolutton* Michael reply'd. 

To what I have faid in the Life, of our Author's 
having' no Monument, it may not be improper to add ; 
that I defiYd a friend to inquire at St Giles's Church; 
where the Sexton (hew'd him a fmall Monument, 
which fie 'faid was fuppos'd to be Milton's; but 
the Infcription had never been legible fince he was 
employed. in that office, which he has poffefi'd about 
forty years. This , Aire , cou*d never have happen'd 
in fo fnort a fpace of time , unlcfs the Epitaph had 
been induftribufly eras'd : and that fuppoikion carries 
With it fo much inhumanity , that I think we ought 
t<* believe it was not ercfled to his memory. 

IN 
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IN 
PARADISUM AMISSAM 

Summi Poet* 
JOANNIS MILTONL 

QUI legis Amissam Paradisum, grandia 
magni 
Carinina Miltoni, quid nificun&a legis ? 
Res cunftas, 6c cun&arum primordia rerum, 

Et fata, 8c fines continet ifte liber. 
Intima panduntur magni penetralia mundi; 

"Scribitur & toto quicquid in orbe latet : 
Terraeque , traftusque maris , ccelumque profundum, 

Sulphureusque Erebi, flammivomusque fpecus. 
Quaeque colunt terras, pontumque, & Tartar a 
caeca ; • 

Quaeque colunt fummi lucida regna poliL 
Et quodcunque ullis conclufum eft finibus ufquam » 

Et fine fine C h ao s , & iine fine D EU S : 
Et fine fine magis , ( fi quid magis eft fine fine ) 

In CHRISTO erga homines conciliates amor. 
Haec qui fperaret , auis crederet cfle futura ? 

Et tamen haec hopie terra Britanna legit, 
O quantos in bella Duces ! quae protulit arma / 

Quae canit, 6c quanta^ praelia dira tuba! 
Coeleftes acies ! atque in certamine Caelum / 

Et quae coeleftes pugna deireret agros ! 
Quantum in aetheriis toliit fe L v c i f f. a armis ! 
w Atque ipfo graditur vix Mxchaslb minor! 

Quanta 
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Qaantis, & quim funefb's concurritur iris, 

Dura ferus hie ftellas protcgit, ille rapiti 
Dum vullos montes, ceu tela reriproca, torquent; 

£t non mortali defuper igne pluunt i 
Stat dubius cui fe parti concedat Olympus; 

Et metuit pugnae non fupereffe fuae. 
At fimul in ccdis M ESS I JE infignia fulgent, 

Et currus animes, armaque digna DEO; 
Horrendumque rotae (Indent, & foeva rotarum 

Erumpunt toxvis fulgura luminibus; 
Et flammae vibrant, & vera tonitrua rauco 

Admiftis flaramis infonucre polo: . 
Excidit attQnitis mens omnis, & impetus pmnis, 

Et caffis dextris irrita tela cadunt. 
Ad pcenas fugiiint, & (ceu foret Oncus afylum*) 

Infefnis certant condere fe tenebris. 
Cedite Romani Scriptores, cedite Graxi, 

Et quos F a m a recens , vei celebravit anus : 
Hsec quicunque leget, tantum ceciniifc putabit 

M^onidem Raiias, Virguium Culices. 

Sam. B.ARjL t ow r M. Q« 







■ 
¥' 



* • On 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



xtiij 



On PARADISE LOST. 

WHEN I beheld the Poet blind, yet bold, 
In flender book his vaft defign unfold: 
MESSIAH crown'd , GOD's reconcil'd decree, 
Rebelling Angels, the Forbidden Tree, 
Hcav'n, Hell, Earth, Chaos, All 1 the argument 
Held me a while misdoubting his intent; 
That he would ruin (for I faw him ftrong) 
The Sacred truths to fable, and old fong; 
(So Sampson crop'd the Temple's pofts in fpight) 
TThe world overwhelming to revenge his fight. 

Yet as I read , foon growing lefs fevere , 
I lik'd his.projefl , the fuccefs did fear; . 
Through that wide field how he his way ihould find, 
O'er which lame faith leads underftanding blind; 
Left he perplex'd the things he would explain, 
And what was eafy , he ihould render Tain. 

Or if a work fo infinite he fpann'd , 
Jealous I was that fome lejs skilful hand 
(Such as difquiet always what is well, , 
And by ill imitating would excell) 
Might hence prefume , the whole creation's day 
To change in fcenes, and (hew it in a Play. 

Pardon me , mighty Pol t7 nor defpifc 
My caufelefc, yet hot impious, furmife. 
But I am now convinced » and none will dare 
Within thy labors to pretend a (hare. 
Thou haft not mift'd one thought that coul4 bt fit; 
And all that was improper doft omit : 
So that no room is here for writers left, 
But to deted their ignorant, or theft, 

TfiSt 
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That tnajefty which through thy work doth raign, 
Draws the devout, deterring the profane: . 
And things Divine thou treat ft of in fuch ftttc, 
As them preferves, and thee inviolate. 
At once delight and horror on us fcife, 
Thou fing'ft with fo much gravity and cafe; 
And above humane flight doft foar aloft, 
With plume fo ftrong, fo equal, and fo foft/ 
The bird nam'd from that Paradife you fing 
So never flags, but always keeps on wing. 

Where could'ft thou words of fuch a cotnpafs find! 
Whence furnim fuch a vaft expenfe of mind ? 
Juft Heav'n thee, like Tiiisias, to requite , 
Rewards with prophefy thy loft of fight* 

Well mighfft thou fcorn thy readers to allure 
With tinkling rhyme, of thy own fenfc fecure; 
While the Town-Bays writes all the while and 

fpells , 
And , like a pack-horfe, tires without his bells. 
Their fancies like our bufhy-points appear, 
The poets tag them , we for falhion wear. 
I too tranfported by the mode commend; 
And while I mean to praife thee, muft offend. 
Thy verfe created like thy Theme fublime, 
In number, weight, and meafure, needs apt rhyme • 

Andrew MAivsn f 
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;The VERSE. 

THE meafure is Enqlish Heroic Verfc with- 
out Rhyme , as that of Homer in Greek, 
and of Vi r o i l in Latin ; Rhyme being no neceflary 
adjunct, or true ornament of Poem or good verfc; 
in longer works efpecialty : but the invention of a 
barbarous age , to fet off wretched matter and lame 
metre : grac-d indeed fince by the ufe of fome famous 
luodein poets , carried away by cuftom; but much 
to their pwn vexation , hindrance, and conttraint to 
exprefs many things otherwise, (and for the moft 
part *worfe)* than eTfe they would have expreft them. 
Not; without' caufe therefore fome ( both Italian 
and Spanish) Poets of prime note have rejected 
Rhyme , both in longer an,d ftiorter works; as have 
alfo long fince our bell English Tragedies ; as a 
thing or itfelf, to all judicious ears, trivial , and of 
no true mufiqal delight: which coniifts only in ppt; 
numbers, fit quantity of fyllaMcs* & the fenfe varioufly 
drawn out from one verfe into another: not in the 
jingling found of like endings ; a fault avoided by the 
learned antients both in Poetry, & all good Oratory. 
This neglect then of rhyme fo little is to be taken for 
a defect (though it may feem fo perhaps to vulgar 
readers) that it rather is to be cfteem'd an example 
fet, the firft in English, of antient liberty re- 
cover'd'to Heroic Poem, from the tronblefQine aud 
modern bondage of rhyming. 
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Thb ARGUMENT. 

This firfi book propofes , fir It In brief, the whole fubjeCti 
mans difobedience , and the I of s thereupon of P4radtf$ 
wherein be was plac'd. Then touches the prime caufi 
of his fall , the fcrpent , or rather Satan in the ferpent ; 
who revolting from God, and draining to his fidt 

' many legions of Angels, was by the command ofGop 
driven out of heaven with all his erew into the grqas 
deep. Which atlion pafsd over , the Poem haftes into 
the midfi of things , prefentini Satan with his Angels 
now fallen into hell , defcriba here , not in the centre 
{for heaven and earth may be fuppos'd as yet not made, 
certainly not yzt accursd ) but in a place of utter 
darknefs , fiflieji . call'.d Chaos: Here Satan with his 
Angels lying on the burning take, thundsrflruck and 
afionifh % d 9 after / a certain fpace recovers / as from con- 
fufion , caIU up him who next in order and dignity lay 

' by him: they confer of their mtferable fall. Satan, 
awakens all his legions , i$ho lay 'till then in the fam$ 
manner confounded: they rifc\ the^r numbers t array 
of battel , their chief leaders namd 9 according to the 
idols knoton afterwards in Canaan and the countries 
ndjoining. To thefe Satan direfts his fpeech 9 comforts 
them with hope of yet regaining heaven , but fells them 
UJlly of a new Wirld and a new kind of creature to 
fie created, according to. an ancient prophecy or report 

A in 
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PARADISE LOST. Book L 

in heaven : for that AnpU "Were long before tkisvifible 
creation , was the opinion of many ancient fathers* 
To find out the truth of this prophecy , and what to 
determine thereon , he refers to a full council. What bis 
ajfociates thence attempt. Pandacmoniunl , the palaU 
of Satan , rifes f fuddenly built out of the deep: the in- 
fernal Peers there fit in council. 

^5|F Man's firft difobedtence, and the fhrft 
Of that forbidden tree, whofe mortal tafte 
Brought death into the world & all our woe 
With lofs of E d b n, till one greater' Man 

_ Rcftore us , and regain the bfifsful feat 5 

Sing heav'nly Mufe, that on the fecret top 

Or Ores, or of Sinai, didft infpire 

That fhepherd, who firft taught the chofen feed, 

In the beginning how the heav'ns and earth 

Rofe out of Chaos: Or if S ion hill i* 

Delight thee more , and 6 ilo a's brook that flow'd 

Fait by the oracle of God; I thence 

Invoke thy aid to my adventurous fong, 

That with no middle flight intends to foar 

Above th* A o n i a n mount , while it perfues 15 

Things unattempted yet in profe or rhyme. 

And chiefly thou O Spirit, that doft prefer 
Before all temples th* upright heart and pure, 
Inftrud me, for thou know'ft: thou from the firft 
Waft prefent » and with mighty wings out-fpread , ie> 
Dove-like fat'ft brooding on the vaft Abyfi, 
And road'ft it pregnant; what in me is dark 
Ulumine, what is low raife and fupport; 
That to the height of this great argument 
I may afTcrt eternal Providence , 25 

And juftifie the ways of God to men . 

Say firft , for. heav'n hides nothing from thy view/, 
Ivor the deep tntcl of hell , fay' firft what caule 

Mov'd 
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Book I. PARADISE LOST. ^ 

Mor'd our grand Parents , in that happy ftatc 

Favour'd of heav'n fo highly , to fall off fq 

From their xseator * and tranfgrefc his will 

For one reftraint, lords of the world befides? 

Who firft fedue'd them to that foul revolt ? 

Th* infernal ferpent! he it was, whpfe guile, 

Stirr'd up with envy and revenge, deceived 3j 

The mother of mankind, what time his pride 

Had caft him out from heav'n, with all his hoft 

Of rebel Angels , by whofe aid afpiring 

To fet himfelf in glory above his Peers , 

He trufted to have equall'd the Moft High , 4<j 

If he oppos'd ; and with ambitious aim , 

Againft the throne and monarchy of G6d 

Rais'd impious war in heav'n /and battel proud, 

With vain attempt. -Him the almighty power 

Hurl'd headlong flaming from th* ethereal sky , 4$ 

With hideous ruin and combuftion , down 

To bottomlefs perdition , there to dwell 

In adamantine chains and penal fire , 

Who durft ^iefie th* Omnipotent to arms. 

Nine times the fpace that meafures day and night jo f 

To mortal men , he with his horrid crew 

Lay van<jli(h'd , rolling in the fiery gulf, 

Confounded though immortal : but his doom 

Referv'd him to more wrath ; for now the thought 

Both of loft happinefs and lading pain 5; 

Torments him ; round he throws his baleful eyes , ' 

That witnefs'd huge affliction and difmay , 

Mix'd with obdurate pride and ftedftft hate : 

At once * as far as angels ken, he views 

The difmal fituation wafte and wild: 6* 

A dtmgeon horrible, on all (ides round, 

As one great furnace , flam'd , yet from thofc flames 

No light, but rather darkriefs yifible, .• u * 

Serv'd only to difcover fights of woe; 

Regions of forrow , doleful (hades , where peace 6$, 

A#d celt can never dwell; hope never comes 

A i Thai 
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4 PARADISE LOST* Book I. 

That comes to all; but torture without end 
Still urges , and a fiery deluge , fed 
With ever -burning fulphur unconfum'd. 
Such place eternal juftice had prepaid 70 

Forthofe rebellious; here their prifon brdain'd, 
In utter darknefs , and their portion fet 
As far remov'd from God and light of heav'n , 
As from the centre thrice to th'utmoft Pole. 
O how unlike the place from whence they fell! 7$ 
There the companions of his fall , o'erwhelm'd 
With floods and whirlwinds of tempeftuous fire, 
fcte foon difcerns; and welt ring by his {ide 
One nexthimfelf in pow'r, and next in crime 
Long after known in Palestine, and nam'd 80 
Beelzebub: To whom th* arch -enemy, 
(And thence inheav'n call'd Satan) with bold words 
". Braking the horrid filence thus began. 

If thou beeft He - - - But O how fall'n ! how change 
From him , who in tlcib happy realms of light 85 
Cloath'd with tranfeendent brightnefs , didft out-lhinc 
Myriads tho' bright! If he, whom mutual league, 
United thoughts and counfels, equal hope 
And haiard in the glorious enterprize, / 
Join'd with me once , now mifery hath join* d 90 
In equal ruin ! Into what pit thou feeft 
From what height fall'n; fo much the ftronger prov'4 
He with his thunder : and till then who knew 
The force of thoft dire arms? Yet not for thofe, 
Nor what the potent victor in his rage . 95 

Can elfe inflict, do I repent, or change 
(Though changM in outward luftre) that fix'd mind 
And high difdain , from fenfe of injur'd merit , „ 
That with the Mightieft rais'd me to contend, 
And to the fierce contention 'br ought along 100 

Innumerable force of fpirits arm'd, 
That durft dislike his reign; and me preferring > 
Bis utmoft pow'r with adverfef pow'r opposed, 
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In dubious battel on the plains of heav'n* 
Andfhook bis throne. What tho* the field be loft? ioj 
All is not loft; th* unconquerable will, 
And ftudy of revenge, immortal hate, 
Ajid Courage never to fubmit or yield; 
(And what is elfe not to be overcome?) 
That glory never (hall his wrath or might lit 

Extort from me, to bow and fue for grace 
With fuppliant knee , and deifie his pow'r , 
Who from the terror of this arm fo late 
Doubted his empire : that were low indeed 4 » 
That were an ignominy and fhame beneath HJ 
This downfal; lince by fate the ftrength of Gods g 
And this empyreal fubftance cannot foil; 
Since through experience of this great event, 
In arms not worfe , in fbrefight much advanc'd, 
We may with more fuccefsful hope refolve iza 
To wage by force or guile eternal war , 
Irreconcilable to our grand foe; 
Who now triumphs, and in th* excels of joy 
Sole reigning holds the tyranny of heav'n. 

So fpake th'apoftate Angel, though in pain; 125 
Vaunting aloud „ but rack'd with deep defpair: 
And him thus anfwer'd foon his bold compeer. 

r O Prince , O chief of many throned Powers, 

That led th* imbattell'd Seraphim to war 

Under thy condudt, and in dreadful deeds 13a 

Fearlefs, endanger'd heav'n's perpetual King* 

And put to proof his high fuprernacy; 

Whether upheld by ftrength, or chance, or fate, 

Too well I fee and rue the dire event, 

That with fad overthrow and foul defeat 13$ 

Hath loft us heav'n , and all this mighty hoft 

In horrible dcftru&ion laid thus low, 

As far as Gods and heav'nly effcnccs 

Qari tieriffc : For the mind and fpirit remain* 

A a la* 
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<* PAHA^DISE LOST. Book I; 

Invincible,, and vigor foon returns , ' 144 

Though all our gloiy extinct, and happy (late 

Here fwallow'd tip fn endlefs mifery. 

But what if he our conqu'ror (whom I now 

Of force believe Almighty, fince no left 

Than fuch could have o'er-power'd fuch force as ours) 

Have left us this our fpirit and ftrength entire, 146 

Strongly to fuffer and fupport our pains? 

That we may fo fuffice his vengeful ire, 

Or do him mightier fervice , as his thralls 

Sy right of war, wbate'er his bufinefs be , 159 

Here in the heart of hell to work in fire , 

Or do his errands in the gloomy deep: 

What can it then avail , though yet we feel 

Strength undiminim'd, or eternal being 

To undergo eternal punifhment? 155 

Wbcrotp with fpecdy words th' Arch-fiend reply'd. 

Pall'n Cherub, to be weak is miferable, 
Doing or fufferfqg : but of this be Aire, 
To do ought good never will be our task , 
But ever to do ill our fole delight, 16*0 

As being the contrary to his high will 
Whom we refill . If then his Providence 
Out of our evil feek to bring forth good, 
Our labour mull be to pervert that en.d, 
And out of good ftill to find means of evil; i<5c 

Which oft-times may fucceed , fo as perhaps 
Shall grieve him , if I fail not, and dilturb 
His inmoft counfcls from their deftin'd aim ♦ 
But fee ! t{ie angry vidbr hath recall'd 
His minifters of vengeance and perfuit, 179 

Back to the gates of Tieav'n : the fulph'rous hail 
Shot after us in ftorm, o'cr-blown , hath laid 
The fiery furge, that from the precipice 
Of heav'n receiv'd" us falling; and the thunder, 
^Ving'd with red lightning and impetuous rage, 17 j 
*erhaps hiih fpeiu his (hafts, and ceafe? now 

To 
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To bellow through the vaft and boundlefc deep. 
Let us not flip to' occafion , whether (corn, . 
Or fatiate fury, yield it from our foe. 
Seeft thou yon tbeary plain , forlorn and wild, 180 
The feat of defohtion, void of light , 
Save what the glimmering of thefc livid flames 
Calls pale and area^ul ? tnither let us tend 
From off the toffing of thefc fiery waves; 
There reft , if any reft can harbour there : s8f 

And re*afiembiing our affli&ed pow'rs, 
, Confult how we may henceforth moft offend 
Our enemy* our own lota how repair, 
How overcome this dire calamity, 
What reinforcement we may gain from hope; 190 
If not, what refolutton from defpair* 

Thus Satan talking to his neareft mate, 
With head up -lift above the wave , and eyes 
That fparkling blax'd ; his other parts hefides 
Prone on the flood, extended long and large* 19$ 
Lay floating many a rood : in bulk as huge 
As whom tne fables name , of monftrous fixe, 
Ti t ah 1 an, or E a * t H-born, that warr*d on Jo vi , 
Briareus or Typhon, whom the den 
By ancient Taesus held, or that fea-beaft 200 
Leviathan, which Gqd of all his works 
Created hugeft that fwim th' ocean ftream : 
( Him haply flumb'ring on the Noiway foam , 
The pilot of fome fmall night-fbunder'd skiff, 
Deeming fome ifland, oft, as fea-man tell, ad; 
With fixed anchor in his fcaly rind, 
Moors by his fide under the lee , while night 
Inveft the fea, ^nd wifbed morn delays.) 
So ftretch'd out huge in length the Arch-fiend lay , 
Chain'd on the burning lake ; nor ever thence ' zio 
Had ris'n or heav'd bis head , but that the will 
And high permiflion of all -ruling heaven, 
Left him at large to his own dark dcligns; 

A 4 Th* 
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That with reiterated crimes he might 

Heap on Himfelf damnation , while he fought *i$ 

Evil to others; and enrag'd might fee 

How all his rttalice ferv'd but to bring forth 

Infinite goodnefs* grace and mercy mewn 

On man by him fedue'd j but on himfelf 

Treble confufion , wrath and vengeance pour'd. nc* 

Forthwith upright he rears from off the pool 

Hfo mighty flat ure; on each hand the flames 

flriv'n backward flope their pointing fpires,and rowl'd 

In billows, leave i'th* midft a horrid vale. 

Then with expanded wing* he fleers his flight *ij 

Aloft, incumbent on the dusky air, 

That felt uhufual weight; till on dry land 

He lights, if it were land that ever burn'd 

With folid, as the lake with liquid fire; 

And fuch appeared in hue, as when the force 2jq 

Of fubterraqcan wind tranfports a hill 

Torri from Peloru$, or <he ihattcr'd fide 

Qf tjiund'ring M t n a , whofe combuftible 

Arid fiiel'd entrails thence conceiving fire, 

Sublim'd with mineral fury, aid the winds, 13$ 

And leave a finged bottom all involv'd 

With flench and fmoke ; fuch reding found the fole 

Qf unhlefs'd feet. Him folio w'd his next mate, 

Both glorying to have -fcap'd the Stygian flood f 

As Gods, and by their own recover'd itrength, 24CJ 

Not by the faff ranee of fupernal pow'r. 

Is this the region, this the foil , the clime , 
Said then the loft Arch-Angel , this the feat ■, 
That we muft change fbrlieavn ? this mournful gloom 
For that coelcftial light ? be it fo , fince he 245 

Whd now is fov-ram can difpofe ana bid 
What fhall be right: fartheft from him is beft, 
Whom reafon equall'd, force hath made fupreme 
Above his equals. Farewell happy fields, 
TYJiere joy for ever dwells I hail horrors ( hail 15Q 
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Infernal world I and thou profbuodeft bell 
Receive thy new poflerTor! one who brings 
A mind not to be chang'd by place or time. 
The mind is it* own puce , and in it felf 
Can make a heav'n of hell , a hell of heav'n. 2$j 
What matter where, if I be ftill the fame, 
And what I fliould be, all but lefs than he 
Whom thunder hath made greater? here at leaft 
We (hall be free ; th' Almighty hath not built 
Here for his envy ; will not drive us hence : 260 
Here we may reign fecure ; and in my choice 
To reign is worth ambition , tho* in hell : 
Better to reign in hell, than ferve in heav'n. 
But wherefore let we then our faithful friends , 
Th* aflbciates and copartners of our lofs , 265 

Lye thus aftonifh'd on th* oblivious pool , 
And call them not to (hare with us their part 
In this unhappy manilon, ox once more ' 

With rallied arms to try what may be yet 
Rtgain'd in heav'n, or what more loit in hell? 270 

So Sa?an fpake, and him Beelzebub 
Thus anfwcr'd : Leader of thofe armies bright , 
Which but th* Omnipotent none could have roil'd , 
if once they hear that voice, their livdieft pledge 
Of hope in fears and dangers, heard fo oft 275 

In worft extremes, and on the perilous edge 
Of battel when it rag'd, in alhaflaults 
Their fureft fignal , they will foon refume 
New courage and revive , tho* now they lye 
Grov'ling and proftrate on yon lake of fire, 280 
.As we erewhile, aftounded and amaz'd, 
No wonder, fall'n fuch a pernicious height. 

&e fcarce had ceas'd when tne fuperior fiend 
Was moving tow'rd the (hore; his pond'rous (hield, 

fthereal temper, maflie, large and round, ^8$ 
efcind him caft; the broad circumference 

A $ Hung 
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Hung on his (hoeMers like the Moon , whofe orb 
Thro optic glafc the Tv scan artift views 
At ev'ning from the top of F s s o L e , 
Or in Vaidaino, to defcry new lands, 290 
Rivers, or mountains, in her Q>otty globe. 
His fpear (to equal which the talleft pine 
Hewn on Norwegian hills, to be the maft 
Of fome great Ammiral, were hut a wand) 
He walk a with to fupport upeafie fteps 29$ 

Over the burning marie (not like thofc fteps 
On heaven's azure ! ) and the torrid chine 
Smote on him fore beftdes, vaulted with fire. 
Nathlefs he fo endur"di 'till on the beach 
Of that inflamed fea , he flood and called 30Q 

H»s legions, Angel forms, who lay entrans'd, 
Thick as autumnal leaves that ftrow the brooks 
In Va/llombrosa, where th' Etrurian ftwdes 
High over-arch'd embow'r; or fcatter'd Fedge 
Afloat, when with fierce winds Orion arm'd 305 
Hath vex'd the Red-Sea coaft, whofe waves o'erthrew 
Busiris and his Memphian chivalry, 
While with perfidious hatred they periu a 
The fojourners of Goshen, wno beheld 
From the fafe (hoar their floating carcafes jio 

And broken chariot wheels : fo thick beflrown, 
Abjecl and loft lay thefe , covering the flood , , 
Under amazement or their hideous change. 
He call'd fo loud , that all the hollow deep 
Of hell refounded: Princes, Potentates, 315 , 

Warriors, the flow'r of heav'n,once yours, now loft, 
If fuch aftonilhment as this can feize 
Eternal fpirits*, or have ye chos'n this place 
After the toil of battel to repofe 
Your wearied virtue , for the eafe you find 3^0 
To flumber here , as in the vales of heaven ? 
Or in this abject pofture have ye fworn 
T adore the conqueror t who now beholds 
^Cherub and Seraph rowling in the. flood, 
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With fcatrer-'d arms and enfigns, 'till anon 31$ 
His fwift purfaers from heav n gates difcera 
Th' advantage, and defcending tread us down 
Thus drooping , or with linked thunderbolts 
Transfix us to the bottom of this gulf. 
Awake, arife, or be for ever rall'n. 330 

They heard, and were abafht, and up they fprung 
Upon the wing ; as when men wont to watch 
On duty , fleeping found by whom they dread , 
Rouze and beftir themfelves ere well awake. 
Nor did they not perceive the evil plight 335 

In which they were, or the fierce pains not feel; 
Yet to their General's voice they foon obey'd , 
Innumerable. As when the potent Rod 
Of A mr ahi's Son, in ^Egypt's evil day, 
Wav'd round the coaft , up call'd a pitchy cloud 340 
Of locuiis, warping on the eaftern wind, 
That o'er the realm of impious Pharaoh hung 
Like night., and darken'd all the land of Nile : 
So numberlefs were thofe bad Angels fecn 
Hbv'ring on wing under the eppe of hell, 345 
'Twixt upper, nether, and furrounding fires: 
'Till, as a fignal giv'n, th* up- lifted lpear 
Of their great Sultan waving to dircft 
Their courfe , in even ballance down they light 
On the firm brimftone, and fill all the plain: 350 
A multitude ! like which the populous north 
Pour'd never from her frozen loins, to pafs 
Rhsne or the Danaw, when her barbarous Tons 
Came like a deluge on the fouth, and fpread 
Beneath Gjer alter to the Libyan lands. 355 
Forthwith from ev'ry fquadron , and each band , 
The Heads and Leaders thither halte where ftood 
Their great Commander; God-like (hapes and forms 
Excelling human , Princely Dignities , 
And Pow'rs,that eerft in heaven fat on thrones; 360 
Tbo* of their names in heav'ply records now 

Be 
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Be no memorial; blotted out and ras'd 

By their rebellion , From the books of life. 

Nor had they yet among the fons of E Vfl 364 

Got them new names j 'till wand'ring o'er the earth, 

Thro* G o p's high fufferance for the tryal of man , 

By falfities and lies the greateft part 

Of mankind they corrupted , to forfake 

God their creator, and th f invifible 

Glory of him that made them , to transform 370 

Oft to the image of a brute , adorn'd 

With gay religions full of pomp and gold, 

And Devils to adore for Deities: 

Then were they known to men by various names, . 

And various Idols thro' the heathen world. 37$ 

Say, Mufe, their names thert known; who firft, who 
Rouz'd from the {lumber /on that fiery couch, [laft, 
At their great Emperor's call , as next in worth 
Came fingly where he flood , on the bare ftrand , 
While the proroifcuous crowd flood yet aloof? 380 
The chief were thofe who from the pit of hell 
Roaming to feek their prey on earth , durlt fix 
Their feats long after next the feat of God, 
Their altars by his altar, Gods ador'd 
Among the nations round, and durft abide 38 J 

Jehovah thuqd'ring out of Sign, thron'd 
Between the Cherubim; yea, often plac'd 
Within his fandtuary it felr* their (brines , 
Abominations ! and with curfed things 
His holy rites and folemn feafts prophan'd , 39$ 

And with their darknefs durft affront his light. 
Firft Moloch, horrid King, befmear'd with blood 
Of human facrifice, and parents tears, 
Tho* for the noife of drums and timbrels loud 
Their childrens cries unheard, that paft tHro'fire 39J 
To his grim idol. Him the Am m6ni t E 
Worfhip'd in Rabba, and her wat'ry plaii* * 
In A*<3oa and in BasA*** to the ft^am 
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Of utmoft Aknon. Nor content with fuch 

Audacious neighbourhood , the wifeft heart 400 

Of Solomon he led by fraud , to build 

His temple right againft the temple of God, 

On the opprobrious hill , and made his grove 

The pleafant valley of Hinnon, To !> h e t then<!e 

And black Gehenna call'd, the type of hell. 405 

Next Cjhemos, th* obfeene dread ot Moas's fons* 

From Aroar to Nbbo, and the wild 

Of fouthmoft Abarim; in H £ s e b o n 

And Horonaim, Seon's realm, beyond 

The flow'ry dale of S 1 b m a, clad with vines; 410 

And Eleale to th'AspHALTic pool: 

JPeor his other name, tfhen he entie'd 

Israel in Sittim on their march from Nil«; 

To do him wanton rites, which cod them woe. 

Yet thence his luftful orgies he enlarg'd 41$ 

Even tp that hill of fcandal , by the grove 

Of Moioch homicide, luft hard by hate; 

'Till good J o s 1 a a drove them thence to hell . 

With thefe came they , who from the bordering flood 

Of old Euphrates, to the brook that parts 4x0 

JEejvr from Syrian ground, had general names 

Of B a a l 1 m and Ashtaroth; thofe male t 

Thefe feminine: (For fpirits when they j>leafe 

Can either fex aflume , or both'; fo foft 

And un compounded is their eflence pufe , 415 

Not ty'd or raanad'd with joint or limb, 

Nor founded on the brittle ftrength of bones, 

Like cumbrous flefh; but in what Jhape they chufc, 

Dilated or condensed, bright or obfeure , 

Can execute their airy purpofes, 430 

And works of love or enmity fulfil.) 

For thofe the race of Israel oft forfook 

Their living ftrength , and unfrequented left 

His righteous altar, bowing lowly down 

To bemal Gods -, for which their heads as low 435 

JBow'd down in battel , funk before the fpear 

Of 
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Of defyicable foes. With thefe in troop 
, Came Astoreth, whom the Phoenicians call'd 
AstAkte, Queen of heaven , with cfcfcent horns ; 
Td whofe bright image nightly by the moon , 440 
Sidonun virgins paid their vows and fongs ; 
In Sion alfo not unfung, where flood 
Her temple on th'ofFenfive mountain, built 
By that uxorious King, whofe heart tho # large * 
BegmTd by fair idolatrefles , fell 44J 

To idols foul . Thammuz came next behind, 
Whofe annual wound in Libanon allur'd 
The Syrian Damfels , to lament his fate 
In am'rous ditties all a fummef's days 
Ayhile fmooth Adonis from bis native fock 4J0 
Ran purple to the fea , fuppos'd with blood 
Of Thammuz yearly wounded: the love-talc 
Infected Slow's (laughters with like heat; 
Whofe wanton paffions in the facred porch 
£ z e k 1 e l faw , when by the vifion led 45} 

His eyes furvey'd the dark idolatries 
Of alienated J v d a h . Next came one 
Who mourn'd in earneft, when the captive Ark 
Maim'd his brute image, head and hands lopt off 
In his own temple, on the grunfel edge 46V1 

Where he fell' flat, and mam a his wermippere, 
D ag o n his name, fea-monfter, Upward man 
And downward filh : yet had his temple high 
Rear'd in A z t u s , dreaded through the coaft 
Of Palestine, in Gath, and Ascalon, 46"$ 
And Accarqn, and' Gaxa's frontier bounds . 
jMim/ollow'd Rimmon, whofe delightful feat 
Was fair Damascus, on the fertil banks ■ 
Of A a ban a and Pjiarphar, lucid ftreams, 
He alfo againft the houfe of God was bold: • 47a 
A leper once he loft , and gain'd a King , 
A ha^ his fottiih conqueror, whom he drew 
God's altar to difparage, and difplace, 
For one of Str 1 a n mode, whereon to burn 

His 
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His odious ofFrings, and adore the Gods 475 

Whom he had vanquiftrt . After thefe appeared 
A crew who under names of old renown t 
Osi«.i5, Isis, Okvs, and their train, 
With mondrous fhapes and forceries abus'd 
Fanatic ^otpt, and her priefls, to feek 480 
Their wandring Gods difguis d in brutifh forms, 
Rather than human . Nor did Israel Tcape 
Th' infection , when their borrow'd gold compoVd 
The calf in Oreb; and the rebel King 
Doubled that fin in Beth*!, and in Dan, 48; 
Lik'ning his Maker to the grazed ox, 
Jbuovah, who in one night when he pafi'd 
From Mo upt marching, equal'd with one ftroke 
Both her fird-born and all her bleating Gods. 
Belial came lad, than whom a fpirit more lewd 490 
Fell not from heaven , or more grofs to love 
Vice for it felf: to him no temple flood, 
Or altar fmoak'd ; yet who more oft than he 
In temples and at altars, when the pried 
Turns atheift, as did Ely's fons, who filTd 495 
With luft and violence the houfe of Goo! 
In courts and palaces he alfo reigns, 
And in luxurious cities, where the noife 
Of riot afcends above their loftieft tow'rs , 
And injury and outrage: and when night 500 

Darkens the ftreets, then wander forth the fons 
Of B s i 1 a 1 , flown with infolence and wine . 
Witnefs the dreets of Sodom, and that night , 
In Gibe ah, when the hofpitable door 
Expos'd ja matron to avoid worfc rape, joj 

Thefe were the prime in order and in might; 
The reft were long to tell , tho* far renown d , 
Th'IoNiAN Gods, of Ja van's iflue held 
Gods, yctconfefs'd later than heav'n and earth, 
Their boated parents. Titan, heav'ns fird-born, 510 
With his enormous brood , and birthright fciz\t 
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By younger Saturn, he from mightier Jove, 
His own and Rhea's Ton, like meafure found; 
So J o vi ufurping reign'd : thefe firft in Crete 
And Ida 'known , thence on the fnbwy top 51 j 
Of cold Olympus rul'd the middle air, 
Xheir higheft heav'n ; or on the Duphian cliffy 
Or in Dodona, and thro* all the bounds 
Of Doric land ; or whp with Saturn old 
Fled Qver A d r 1 A to the Hesperian fields, 510 
And o'er the Celtic roanYd the utmoft ifles. 

All thefe and more came flocking, but With look* 
Dpwn-caft and damp, yet fuch wherein appeared 
Obfcure fome glimpfe of joy, to have found their Chief 
Not in defpair,to have found themfelves hot loft 52$ 
In lpfs it felf ; which on his countenance caft 
Like doubtful hue : hut he his wonted pride 
Soon recollecting , with high wot ds , that bore 
Semblance of worth , not Jubilance , gently rais'd 
Their fainting courage , and difpell'd their fears. 539 
Then (trait commands that at the warlike found 
Of trumpets loud, and clarions, be upfear'd 
His mighty ftandard : that proud honor claim'd 
Aza'zel as his right, a Cherub tall; 
Who forthwith from the glittering ftaff unftufd 535 
Th' imperial enfeign; which full high advane'd , 
Shone like a meteor dreaming to the wind, 
With gems and golden luftre rich imblaz'd, , 
Ser.1ph.1c arms and trophies; all the while 
Sonorous metal blowing hiaftial founds: 540, 

At which the univerfal hoft Up fent 
A fh%ut that tore hell's concave ; and beyond 
Frighted the reign of Chaos and old Night. 
All in a moment thro* the gloom were feen 
Ten thoufand banners rife into the air, s 545 

With oiient colours waving: with them ro& 
A foreft huge of fpears; and thronging helms 
* npear* d , and ferried fhields in thick array , 
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Of depth immeafurable : anon they move 
In perfcd Phalanx to the Dorian mood f {$ 
Of flutes, and foft recorders; fuch as rais'd- 
To height of nohleft temper Heroes old 
Arming to battel; and inltead of rage, 
Deliberate valor breath'd ? firm , and unmov'd 
With dread of death to flight or foul retreat; 555 
Nor wanting power to mitigate and fwage , 
With folemn touches, troubled thoughts, and chafe 
AnguiTh, and doubt, and fear, and forro w, and pain , 
From mortal or immortal minds. Thus they 
Breathing united force, with fixed thought 560 
Mov'd on in filence to foft pipes, that charm 'd 
Their painful fteps o'er the burnt foil : and now 
Advanc'd in view , they ftand , a horrid front 
Of dreadful length , and dazling arms , in guife 
Or warrior* old with order'd fpear and ftiield , jtfj 
Awaiting what command their mighty Chief 
Had to impofe : he chro' the armed files 
Darts his experiene'd eye , and foon travcrfe 
The whole battalion views their order due; 
Their vifages and ftature as of Gods ; 570 

Their number laft he fums. And now his heart 
Diftends with pride, and hardning in his ftrcngth 
Glories: for never fince created man 
Met fuch imbodied force , as nara'd with thefe 
Could merit more than that fmall infantry tfj 
Warr'd on by cranes : tho' all the Giant brood 
OfPHLEORA with th' Heroic race were join'd , 
That fought at The bes and Ilium, on each fide 
Mix'd with auxiliar Gods : and what refounds 
In fable or romance of Uther's fon, 58b 

Begirt with British and Amoixc Knights; 
And all who fince , baptiz'd or infidel , - 
Joufted in Aspramont or Montaiban, 
Dam as co , or Ma no ceo, or Tkebisoni ^ 
Or whom Biserta fent fiom Afric (hoar, $8$ 
When Charlemain with all his Peerage fell 

B By 
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By Fontakabbia. Thus far thefe beyond 
Compare of mtwtal prowefs , yet obferv'd 
Their dread commander : he , above the reft 
In fhape and gefture proudly eminent, 39* 

Stood like a tow'r : his form had yet nc*t loft 
All her driginal brightnefs, nor appear'd 
Lefs than Arch- Angel ruin'd , and th' excefs 
Of glory obfeur'd : as when the Sun new-ris'n 
Looks thro' the horizontal mifty air, 595 

Shorn off his beams; or from behind the moon , 
In dim eclipfe , difaftrous twilight (beds 
On half the nations , and with rear of change 
Perplexes Monarchs ; darken'd fo , yet (hone 
Above them all th' Arch-Angel : but his face 600 
.Deep fears of thunder had intrench'd, and care / 
Sate on his faded cheek, but under brows 
Of dauntlefs courage , and tonfid'rate pride 
Waiting revenge \ cruel his eye , but caft 
Signs of remorfe and paffion to behold 605 

The fellows of his crime , the followers rather , 
( Far other once beheld in blifs ) condemned 
For ever now to have their lot in pain; 
. Millions of fpirits for his fault amere'd 
Of heav'n , and from eternal fplendors flung 610 
For his revolt , yet faithful now they flood , 
Their glory witner'd : as when heaven's fire 
Hath fcath'd the foreft oaks, or mountain pities , 
With Unged top their ftately growth tho' bare 
Stands on the blafted heath . He now prepar'd 615 
To fpeak, whereat their doubled ranks they bend 
From wing to wing, and half inclofe him round 
With all his Peers: attention held them mute : 
Thrice he affay'd, and thrice in fpight offcorn, 
Tears, fuch as Angels weep , burft forth; at laft 610 
Words interwove with fighs found out their way. 

O myriads of immortal fpirits! O Pow'rs 
Matchlefs, but with th' Almighty i and *at ftrifc 

Wa» 
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Was not inglorious , tho* th* event was dire , 

As this place teftifies, and this dire change; 6if 

Hateful to utter : but what pow'r of mind ,. ' 

Forefeeine or prefaging, from die depth 

Of knowledge pad or prefent, could have fear'd, 

How fuch united force of Gods , how fuch 

As flood like thefe , could ever know repulfe ? 6J6 

For who can ytt believe , tho* after lofs , 

That all thefe puiffant legions , whofe exile 

Hath emptied Heav'n , mall fail to re afcend 

Self-rais'd, and re-poffefs their native feat? 

For me be witnefs all the hoft of heav'n, 63$ 

If counfels different, or danger fhun'd 

By me , have loft our hopes : but he who reigns 

Monarch in Hcav'n , 'till then as one fecure 

Sate on his throne, upheld by. old repute, 

Confent or cuftom , and his regal ftate 640 

Put forth at full, but ftill his ftrength conceal'd, 

Which tempted our attempt , and wrought our fall. 

Henceforth his might we kndw,and know our own; 

So as not either to provoke, or drdad 

New war , provok'd ; our better part remains 645 

To work in clofe defign , by fraud or guile, 

What force effe&ed not : that he no left 

At length from us may find , who overcomes 

Bv_ force , hath overcome but half his foe . 

Space Ipay produce new worlds; whereof fo rife 656 

There went a fame in Heav'n , that he ere long 

Intended to create ; and therein plant 

A generation, whom his choice regard 

Should favour Ajual to the fons of Heav'n : 

Thither, if but to prjr, (hall be perhaps 65 $ 

Our firft eruption , thither or elfcwhere * 

For this infernal pit (hall never hold 

Caeleftial fpirits in bondage, nor th'abyfs 

Long under darknefs cover. But th^fe though y 

Full counfel muft mature : peace is defpair'd, 669 

For who can think fubmifiion*? war then, war 

Opcta or understood muft be refolv'd . 
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He fpake : and to confirm his words out-flew 
Millions of flaming fwords , drawn from the thighs . 
Of mighty Cherubim : the fudden blaxe 66$ 

Far round illumin'd Hell ; highly they rag'd 
Againft the Higheft, and fierce with grafped arms 
Ciafh'd on their founding (hields the din of war, 
Hurling defiance toward the vault of heav'n . 

There flood a hill not far, whofe grifly top 670 
Belch'd fire and rowling fmoke ; the reft entire 
Shone with a gloffy fcurf 9 undoubted fign 
That in his womb was hid metallic ore , 
The work of fulphur ; thither wing'd with fpeed 
A numerous brigad haften'd: as when bands 67 j 
Of pioneers, with fpade and pickax arm'd, 
Forerun the royal camp, to trench a field, 
Or caft a rampart : Mammon led them on , 
Mammon, the lcaft ereded fpirit that fell 
From Heav'n; for ev'n in Heav'n his looks & thoughts 
Were always downward bent) admiring more 081 
The riches of Heav'n's pavement, trodden gold, 
Than ought divine or holy elfe, cnjoy'd 
In virion beatific: by him firft 
Men alfo, and by his fuggeftion taught, 68$ 

Ranfack'd the centre, andwith impious hands 
Rifled the bowels of their mother earth , 
For treafures better hid . Soon had his crew 
Open'd into the hill a fpacious wound , 
And dig'd out ribs of cold . ( Let none admire 690 
That riches grow in Hell ; that foil may bed 
Deferve the precious banc.) And here let thofe. 
Who boaft in mortal things , and wond'ring tell 
Of Babel, and the works of Memphian Kings, 
. Learn how their greateft monuments of fame, 605 
And ftrength and art are eafily out- done 
By fpirits reprobate, and in an hour 
.What in an age they with inceffant toil, 
And hands innumerable , fcarce perform • 

Nigh 
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Nigh on the plain in many cells prepar'd , 700 

That underneath had veins of liquid fire 

Sluc'd from the lake, a fecond multitude 

With wondrous art found out the mafly ore j 

Severing each kind, and fcumm'd the bullion drofs; 

A third as foon had form'd within the ground 70; • 

A various mold ; and from the boiling cells 

By ftrange conveyance filld each hollow nook: 

As in an Organ from one blaft of wind 

To many a row of pipes the found-board breaths. 

Anon out of the earth a fabric huge 710 

Rofe like an exhalation , with the found 

Of dulcet fymphonies, and voices fweet; 

Built like a Temple, where pi I afters round 

Were fet, and Doric pillars overlaid 

With golden architrave: nor did there want 715 

Cornice or freeze, with bofly fculptures grav'n; 

The roof was fretted gold . Not Babylon, 

Nor great Alcairo fuch magnificence 

Equall'd in all their glories, to infhrine 

Peluj, or Sekapis their Gods; or feat 710 

Their King , when JEqvpt with Assyria drove 

In wealth and luxury . Th' afcending pile . * 

Stood fixt her ftately height , and (freight the doors 

Op'ning their braxen folds f difcover wide 

Within her ample fpaces , o'er the fmooth 715 

And level pavement: from the arched roof f 

Pendent by fubtle magic, many t row 

Of Harry lamps and blazing creffets, fed 

With Naphtha and Afphaltus , yielded light 

As from a sky. The hafty multitude 730 

Admiring enter'd , and the work fome praife 

And fome the architect: his hand was known 

In Heav'n by many a towred ftru&ure high , 

Where fceptred angels held their refidence, 

And fate as Princes; whom the fupreme King 73^ 

Exalted to fuch power , and gave to rule , 

Bach ifi his Hierarchy, the Orders bright. 
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Nor was his name unheard , or unador'd , 

In ancient Greece; and in Avsonian land 

Men call'd ,him Mulcuer; and how he fell 740 

From Heav'n they fabled , thrown by angry J o y b 

Sheer o'er the chryftal battlements ; from morn 

To noon he fell , from noon to dewy eve 9 

A fommer's day ; and with the fettlng Sun 

Droptfrom the Zenith like a foiling ftar, 74$ 

On Ljsmnos th'iEeEAN ifle: thus they relate , 

Erring ; for he with this rebellious rout 

Fell long before; nor aught avail'd him now 

T'liave built in Heav'n high tow'rs; nor did he fcape 

By all his engins, but was headlong fent 750 

With his induftrious crew to build in Hell. 

Mean while the winged heralds by command 

Of fov'reign pow'r, with awful ceremony 

And trumpets found, throughout the hoft proclaim 

A /blemn council forthwith to be held 7$$ 

At P a v p j*lm o n 1 u m t the high Capita! 

Of S a t a n and his Peers : their fummons call'4 

from every band and fquared regiment, 
y place or choice the worthier! ; they anon 
With hundreds and with thoufands trooping came ^6q 
Attended : all accefs was throng d , the gates 
And porches wide , but chief the fpacious hall 
(Though like a covered field, where champions bold 
Wp'nt ride in arm'd , and at the S o j. p a n's CJiair 
DetVd the belt of Pan im chivalry 765 

To mortal combat, or garriere with lance) 
Thick fwarm'd, both on the ground and in the air, 
%uih*d with the hifs of rufling wings. As bees 
In fpring.time, when the Sun with Tavrus rides, 
Pour forth their populous youth about the hive* 7^0 
In clutters; they among freih dews and flow'r§ 
Fly to and fro , or on the fmoothed plank , 
The fuburb of their ftraw built cittadel , 
New rubb'd with baum , expatiate and confer 
Tte|r flats affairs; So thicjc the aery crowd 771 

\ Sw^rm'a 
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Swarm'd and were ftraiten'd, till the fignalgiv'n: 

Behold a wonder 1 they but now who feenrd 

In bignefs to furpaft Earth's Giant fons, 

Now left than finalleft dwarfs, in narrow room 

Throng numberlefs , like that pygmean race 780 

Bevond the Indian mount, or Fstfry Elves, 

Whofe midnight revels, by a fbrcft fide, 

Or fountain , fome belated peafant fees t 

Or dreams he fees, while over-head the moon 

Sits arbitrefs, and nearer to the earth 78; 

Wheels her pale courfe; they on their mirth and dance 

Intent, with jocund roufic ctiarm his ear; 

At once with joy and fear his heart rebounds. 

Thus incorporeal fpirits to fmalleft forms 

Reduc'd their (hapes immenfe,and were at large, 790 

Though without number ftill amidft the hall 

Of that infernal court. But far within, 

And in their own dimenfions like tbemfelvci, 

The great Seraphic Lords and Cherubim, 

In clofe recefs and fecret conclave fat; 795, 

A thoufand Demi-Gods on golden feats, 

Frequent and full: after fhort filence then 

iVnd furamons read, the great confult began* 

The end of th$ firft Book. 
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The ARGUMENT. 

the Confutation begun , Satan debates whether another 
battel be to be hazarded for the recovery of Heaven : 
feme advife it ,- others diffuade , A third propofal is 
prefer d , mentioned before by Satan, to ft arch the truth 
of that prophecy or tradition in Heaven concerning ano- 
ther world 9 and another kind of creature , equal , or 
not much inferior to themfelves , about this time to be 
treated: their doubt who Jball befent on this difficult 
feartb : Satan their chief undertakes alone the voyage, 
it honor d and applauded. The council thus ended , the 
reft betake them feveral ways , and to fever al employ- 
menu, as their inclinations lead them, to entertain the 
time 'till Satan return . He paffes on bis journey to 
Hell ^ates $ finds them jb*t, and who fat there to guard 
them, by whom at, length they are opend, and difcover 
to him the great gulf between Hell and Heaven ; with 
%Vhat difficulty he paffes through , direcled by Chaos , 
the Power ofthatplate x to the fight of this new World 
which he fought, 

1 1 G H on a throne of royal ftate, which far 
Outfhone the wealth of Ojlmuj and 

Of I N D , 

Or where the gorgeous eaft with richeft 
hand 

Showrs on her Kings Barbaric Pearl and Gold, 
Satan exalted fet, by merit ra»'d j> 

Tb 
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To that bad eminence: and from defpair 

Thus high uplifted beyond hope , afpirei 

Beyond thus high, iniatiate to perfue 

Vain war with Heav'n , and by fuccefs untaught 

His proud imaginations thus difplay'd. jo 

Powers and Dominions , Deities of Heav'n I 
For fince no deep within her gulph can hold 
Immortal vigor , though opprefs'd and falln , 
I give not Heav'n. for loft. From this defccnt 
Coeleftial virtues rifing, will appear i$ 

More glorious and more dread man from no fall. 
And truft themfelves to fear no fecond fate. 
Me though juft right, and the fix'd laws of Heav'n 
Did firft create your Leader , next free choice , 
With what befides , in council or in fight , 20 

Hath been atchiev'd of merit, yet thk lofs 
Thus far at lead recover'd , hath much more 
Eftablilh'd in a fafe unenvied throne, 
Yielded with full confent . The happier ftate 
In Heav'n , which follows dignity , might draw 15 
Envy from each inferior; but who here 
Will envy whom the higheft place expofes 
Foremoft to ftand.againft the Thunderer's aim 
Your bulwark , and condems to greateft (hare 
, Of endlefs pain ? Where there is then no good 30 
For whichto ftrive, no ftnfe can grow up there 
From faction; for none fure will claim in Hell 
Precedence; none, whofe portion is fo fmalj 
Of prefent pain , that .with ambitious mind 
Will covet more! With this advantage then 3$ 

To union , and firm faith , and firm accord , 
More than can be in Heav'n , we now return 
To claim our juft inheritance of old, 
Surer to profyer than profperity * 

Could have afiur'd us; and by what heft way* 40 
Whether of open war or covert guile , 
.We now debate; who can advife may fpeak* 

Bj Ht 
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He ceas'd; and next him Moj,oc,fceptred King, 
Stood up , the ftrongeft and the fierceft fpirit 
That fought in Heav'n , now fiercer by defpair : 4 j 
His truft was with th' Eternal to be deem'd 
. Equal in ftrength , and rather than bt\ lefs 
Car'd not to be at all ; with that care loft 
Went all his fear : of God, or Hell , or worfe , 
He reck'd not; and Jthefe words thereafter fpake : 50 

My fentence is for open, war: of wiles, 
More inexpert , I boaft not : them let thofe 
Contrive who need, or when they need, not now: 
For while they fit contriving , (hall the reft , 
Millions that ftand in arms, and longing wait 55 
The iignal to afcend, fit ling'ring here 
.HeavVs fugitives, and for their dwelling place 
Accept this dark opprobrious den of ihame, 
The prifon of his tyranny who reigns 
By our delay ? No I let us rather chufe , (Jp 

Arm'd with hell flames and fury t all at once 
O'er Heav'n's high towrs to force reiiftlefs way, 
Turning our tortures into horrid arms 
Againft the torturer; when to meet the noife 
Of his Almighty engin he (hall hear 6$ 

Infernal thunder-, and for lightning fee 
Black fire and horror (hot with equal rage 
Among his Angels ; and his throne it feu 
Mixt with Ta&tai^eah fulphur , and ftrange fire , 
His own invented torments . But perhaps 70 

The way feems difficult and fteep , to fcale 
With upright wing againft a higher foe . 
Let fuch bethink them , if the fleepy drench 
Of that forgetful lake benumb not (till t 
That in our proper motion we afcend 7$ 

Up to our native feat: defcent and fall 
To us is adverfe. Who but felt of late 
When the fierce foe hung on our broken rcet 
Inciting, and perfu'd us through the 4cep, 

;• . With 

1 
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With what compulfion and laborious flight 8« 

We funk thus low ? th' afccnt is cafic then * 

Th/ event is fear'd; (hould we again provoke 

Our ftronger , fome worfe way his wrath may find 

To our deftru&ion : if there ne in Hell 

Fear to be worfe deftroy'd : what can be worfe 8c 

Than to dwell here , driv'n out from blifs, condemn'a 

In this abhorred deep to utter woe ; 

Where pain of inextinguifhable fire 

Muft exercife us without hope of end, 

The vaflals of his anger, when the fcourge po 

Inexorable and the torturing hour 

Calls us to penance ? more deftroy'd than thus , 

We (hould be quite aboliuYd and expire. 

What fear we then ? what doubt we to incenfe 

His utmoft ire ? which to the height enrag'd t jj 

Will either quite confume us , ana reduce 

To nothing this eflential ; happier far , 

Than miferable to tovq eternal being. 

Or if our fubftance be indeed divine , 

And cannot ceafe to be , we are at word 100 

On this fide nothing ; and by proof we feel 

Our power fufficient to difturb his Heav'n t 

And with perpetual inrodes to alarm, * 

Though inacceffible , his fatal throne : 

Which, if not victory, is yet revenge. io$ 

He ended frowning, and his look denoune'd 
Defperate revenge, and battel dangerous 
Tolefs than Gods. On th* other fide up rqfe 
Belial, in ad more graceful and humane; 
A fairer perfon loft not Heav'n ; he feem'd no 

For dignity composed and high exploit; 
But all was falfe and hollow;; though his tongue 
Propt Manna , and could make the worfe appear 
The better reafon, to perplex and da(h 
Matureft couhfels, for his thoughts were low: ne 
To vice induftriou$, but to nobler deeds 

TinVrous 
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Tim'rous and flothful; yet he pleas'd the ear, 
Arid with pcrfuafive accent thus began* 

I fhould be much for open war, O Peers, 
As not behind in hate , if what was urg'd 120 

Main reafon to perfuade immediate war , 
Did not diffiiade me moil, and feem to call 
Ominous conjecture on the whole fuccefs; 
When he who moft excels in fad of arms, 
In what he counfels, and in what excels, iz$ 

Miftruftful, grounds his courage on defpair, 
And utter diffolution , as the fcope 
Of all his aim, after fome dire revenge. 
Firft , what revenge ? the tow'rs of Heav'n are fflTd 
With armed watch, that render all accefs 130 

Impregnable; oft on the bordering Deep 
Encamp their legions, or with oblcure wing 
Scout far and wide into the realm of night , 
Scorning furprize . Or could we break our way 
By force, and at our heels all hell (hould rife 135 
With blackcft infurreelion\ to confound 
Heav Vs pureft light ; yet our great enemy 
AH incorruptible would on his throne 
Sit unpolluted; and th* ethereal mold 
Incapable of ftain , would foon expel 140 

Her mifchief , and purse off the bafer fire 
Victorious . Thus repuls'd , our final hope 
Is flat defpair: we mud exafperate 
TV Almighty Victor to fpend all his rage, 
And that muft end us , that mud be our cure 145; 
To be no more : fad cure \ for who would lofe , 
Th ugh full of pain , this intelle&ual being , 
Thofe thoughts that wander through eternity , 
To peri(h rather, fwallow'd up and loft 
In the wide womb of uncreated night, ijo 

Devoid of fenfe and motion ? and who knows, 
Let this be good , whether our angry roc 
Can give it, or will ever: how he can, 
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Is doubtful; that he never will, is fare. 
Will he , fo wife , let loofe at once his ire , iff 
Belike through impotence, or unaware, 
To give his enemies their wifh , and end 
Them in his anger, whom his anger faves 
To punifh endlefsf Wherefore ceafe we then, 
Say they who counfel war? We arc decreed, ^l6o 
Referv'd, and deflin'd to eternal woq; 
Whatever doing , what can we fufler more , 
What can we Juffer worfe? --- Is this then worft, 
Thus fitting, thus confulting, thus in arms? 
What! when we fled amain, pcrfud and ftrook i6j 
With HeavVs affliding thunder , and bcfought 
The deep to (belter us ; this Hell then leem <d 
A refuge from thofe wounds : or when we lay 
Chained on the burning lake; that fure was worfe. 
What if the breath that kindl'd thofe grim fires, 170 
Awak'd (hould blow them into fevenfold rage, 
And plunge us in the flames ? or from above 
Should intermitted veng'ance arm again 
His red right hand to plague us ? what if all 
Her fiores were open'd , and this firmament 175 
Of Hell (hould fpout her catarads of fire, 
Impendent horrors , threatning hideous rail 
One day upon our heads; while we, perhaps 
Deigning or exhorting glorious war, 
Caught in a fiery tern pelt (hall be hurl'd 180 

Each on his rock rransfixt, the fport and prey 
Of racking whirlwinds * or for ever funk , 
Under yon boiling ocean, wrapt in chains; 
There to converfe with everlafting groans, 
Unrefpited, unpiticd, unrepriev'd, l8j 

Aecs of hopelefs end? this would be worfe; - 
War therefore, open or concealed, alike 
My voice dirTuades; for what can force or guile 
With him • or who deceive his mind , whole eye 
Views all things at one view ! He from hcav'n's height 
All thefc our motions vain fees and derides; iyi 

Not 
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ljfot more almighty to refift our might, 

Thin wife to fruftrate all our plots and wiles. 

Shall we then live thus vile , the Race of Heav'n 

Thus trampl'd, thus expeli'd,, to fuflfer here 19} 

Chains and; thefe torments? better thefe than worfc* 

By my advice; fince Fate inevitable 

Subdues us, and omnipotent decree, 

The vigor's will. To fuffer as to do* 

Our ftrength is equal , nor the law unjuft ioi 

That fo ordains: This was at firft refolv'd 

If we were wife , againft fp great a foe 

Contending , and fo* doubtful what might fall * 

I laugh , when thofe who at the fpear are bold 

And venturous, if that fail them, ftirink and fear iof 

What yet they know muft follow * to endure 

Exile, or ignominy, or bonds, or pain, 

The feritence of their conqu'ror: this is ndW 

Our doom ; which if we can Main and bear* > 

Our fupreiue foe, in time may much remit iio 

His anger, and perhaps thus far remov'd 

Not mind us not offending, fatisfy'd 

With what is puniftYd : whence thefe raging fires 

Will flacken , if his breath ftir not their -flames , 

Our purer effence then will overcome 215 

Their noxious vapor; or enur'd, not feef* 

Or chang'd at length, and to the place conform'd 

In temper arid in nature, will receive 

Familiar the fierce heat, and void of pain; 

This horror will grow mild, this darknefs, light: i%6 

Be fides what hope the never-ending flight 

Of future days may bring, what chance^what change 

Werth waiting, fince our prefent lot appears 

For happy though but ill , for ill not worft, 

If we procure not to our felves more woe. 1$. $ 

Thus Be li At with words doath'd in reafon's garb 
Counfel'd ignoble eafe , and peaceful floth , 
Not peace : and after him thus Mammon fpake . 

Either 
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Either to difinthrone the King of Heav'n 
We war, if war be beft r or to regain 230 

Our own right loft . Him to unthrone we then 
May hope, when everlafting Fate (hall yield 
To fickle Chance, and Chaos judge the ftrife: 
The former vain to hope argues as vain 
The latter: for what place can be for us 23$ 

Within, Heav'n's bound, unlefs Heav'n's Lord fupremc 
We over-power ? fuppofe he ihould relent 
And publiih grace to all, on promife made 
Of new fubje£bon : with what eyes could we 
Stand in his prefence humble t and receive 340 

Strict laws impos'd , to celebrate his throne 
With warbled hymns , and to his Godhead fing 
Forcd hallelujahs; while he lordly fits 
Our envy'd Sov'reign , and his altar breathes 
Ambrofial odors, and ambrofial flowers, 24$ 

Our fervile offerings # This muft be our task 
In Heav n , this our delight : how wearifome 
Eternity fo fpend in worfhip paid 
To whom we hate ! let us not then perfue 
By force impoffible, by leave obtained 25c* 

Unacceptable , though in Heav'n , our ftate 
Of fplendid vaflalage ; but rather feek 
Our own good from ourfelvts , and from our own 
Live to our felves, though in this vaft recefs, 
Free, and to none accountable, preferring 255 

Hard liberty before the eafie yoke 
Of fervile pomp. Our greatnefs will appear 
Then moft confpicuous , when great things of fmall ,' 
\ Ufeful of hurtful , profperous 01 adverfe 
We can cFeate ; and in what place fo e'er 260 

Thrive under evil , and work eaTe out of pain , 
Through labor and indurance. This deep world 
Of darknefs do we dread ? how oft amidft 
Thick clouds and dark doth Heav'n's all-ruling Sire 
Chufe to refute, his glory unobfeur'd, 265 

And with the majefty of darknefe round 

Covers 
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Covers his throne ; from whence deep thunders roar 

Muft'ring their rage, and Heav'n refembles Hell? 

As he our darknefs , cannot we his light 

Imitate when we pleafe ? this defart foil 170 

Wants not her hidden luftre , gems and gold : 

Nor want we skill or art , from whence to raife 

Magnificence; and what can Heav'n (hew more? 

Our torment* alfo may in length of time 

Become our elements; thefe piercing fires 27$ 

As foft as now fevere , our temper chang'd 

Into their temper; which muft needs remove 

The fenfible of pain . AU things invite 

To peaceful counfels , and the fettled ftatc 

Of order, how in fafety beft we may 280 

Compofe our prefent evils, with regard 

Of what we are and where, difmifling quite 

All thoughts of war, — Ye have what I advife. 

He fcarce had finiftit, when fuch murmur fill'd 
Th'affcmbly, as when hollow rocks retain 285 

The found of bluftring winds , which all night long 
Had roui'd the fea , now with hoarfe cadence lull 
Sea- faring men o'erwatch'd, whofe bark by chance, 
Or Pinnace, anchors in a craggy bay 
After the tempeft : fuch applaufe was heard 29a 
As Mammon ended , and his fentence pleas'd, 
Advifing peace: for fuch another field 
They dreaded worfe than Hell : fo much the fear 
Of thunder, and the fword of M x c h a ex. , 
Wrought Hill within them; and no lefs defire .29$ 
To found this nether Empire , which might rife, 
By policy, and long procefs of time, 
In emulation oppofite to Heav'n. n 

Which when Beelzsbub perceiv'd ( than whom , 
Satan except, none higher fat) with grave 300 
Afpe& he rofe, and in his riling feem'd 
A pillar of ftate; deep on his front engraven 
Deliberation fat, and public care; 

And 
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And princely counfel in his fece yet (hone 9 
Majeftick though in ruin : fage he flood , 305 

With Atlantban ftioulders fit to bear 
The weight of mightieft monarchies; his look 
Drew audience and attention ftilh as night, 
Or fummer's noon-tide air, while thus he fpake. 

Thrones, and Imperial Pow'rs, offspring of HeaVn , 
Ethereal Virtues ! or thefe titles now 311 

Muft we renounce , and changing ftyle be call'd 
Princes of Hell? for fo the popular vote 
Inclines, here to continue, and build up here 
A growing empire: doubtlefs ! while we dream ,315 
And know not that the king of Heav'n hath doonot'd 
> This place our dungeon , not our fafe retreat 
Beyond his potent arm to live exempt 
From HeavVs high jurifdi&ion , in new league 
Banded againft his throne : but to remain )20 

In ftrifteff bondage, though thus far remov'd, 
Under th* inevitable curb, referv'd 
His captive multitude : For he , be fure , 
In height or depth , ftill firft and laft will rtigA 
Sole King, and of his' kingdom lofe no part 31 $ 
By our revolt; but over Hell extend 
His empire , and with iron fceptre rule 
Us here , as with his golden chofe in Heav'n . 
What fit we then prqje&ing peace and war ? 
War hath determined us, and foil'd with lofs 333 
Irreparable ; terms of peace yet none 
Vouchfafd or fought: for what peace*will be giv'n 
To us enflav'd, but cuftody fevete, 
And ftripes, and arbitrary punifhment 
Infli<fted ? and what peace can we return ? 335 

Bat, to pur power, hoftility, and hate, 
Untam'd reluctance , and revenge , though flow , 
Yet ever plotting how the conqueror leaft 
May reap his conqueft, and may leaft rejoice 
hi doing wfca,t we raoft in fuffering feel? 34&- 

C Nur 
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Nor will occafion want, nor (hall we need 

With dangerous expedition to invade 

Heav'n, whofe hieh walls fear no aflaute or fiege* 

Or arabuih from the deep : what if we find 

Some eafier enterprise ? there is a place , 345 

( If ancient and prophetic fame in Heav'n 

Err not) another world, the happy feat 

Of forne new race call'd Man, about this time 

To be created like to us , though lefs 

In pow'r and excellence, but favor'd more 350 

Of him who rules above : fo was his will 

Pronounc'd among the Gods, and by an oath, 

That (hook Heav'n 's whole circumference , confirm'd* 

Thither let us bend all our thoughts , to learn 

What creatures there inhabit, of what mold, 355 

Or fubftance , how endu'd, and what their pow'r , 

And where their weaknefs, how attempted beft t 

By force or fubtlety. Though Heav'n be (hut, 

And Heav'n's high arbitrator fit fecure 

In his own ftrength , this place may lye expos'd 360 

The utmoft border of his kingdom , left 

To their defence who hold it : here perhaps 

Some advantagious ad may be atchiev'd 

By fudden oniet, either with hell fire 

To wafte his whole creation , or pofiefs 36$ 

All as our own, and driver (as we are driv'n) 

The puny habitants ; or if not drive , 

Seduce them to our party , that their Gqd 

May prove their foe, and with repenting hand 

Aholilh his own works. This would furpafs 370? 

Common revenge, and interrupt his joy 

In our confufion , and our joy upraife ' 

In his difturbance; when his darling fons, 

Hurl'd headlong to partake with us, (hall curie 

Their frail original, and faded blifs, 37$ 

Faded fo foon . Advife if this be worth 

Attempting , or to fit in darknefs here 

Hatching vain empires. --- Thus Bselz*bv» 

Pleaded 
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Pleaded his deviKih counfel, firft devis'd 

By Satan, and in part propos'd : for whence t 380 

But from the anther of all ill * could fpring 

So deep a malice to confound the race 

Of mankind in one root, and earth with hell 

To mingle and involve, done all to fpite 

The great Creator? but their fpite flill ferves 3^5 

His glory to augment . The bold defign 

Pleas d highly thofe infernal States , and joy 

Sparkrd in all their eyes ; with full affcnt 

They Vote : whereat his Speech he thus renews. 

Well have ye judg'd , well ended long debate, 39a 
Synod of Gods! and, like to what ye are, 
Great things refolv'd ; which from the lowed deep 
Will once more lift us up , in fpight^of fate, 
Nearer our ancient feat) perhaps in view 394 

Of thofe bright confines, whence with neighbouring 
And opportune excurfion , we may chance [arms , 
-Rev enter HeaVn : or elfe in fome mild Zone 
Dwell not uavifited of Heav'n's fair light 
Secure, and at the brightning brient beam 
Purge off this gloom : the foft delicious air, 400 
To heal the fcaf of thefe corrofive fires 
Sh^ll breathe her balm • But firft whom (hall we fend 
In fearch of this new* world; whom (hall we find 
Sufficient ? who (hall tempt with wandring feet 
The dark unbottom'd infinite abyfs, 405 

And through the palpable obfcure find out 
His uncouth way, or fpread his aery flight 
Upborn with indefatigable wings 
Over the vafb abrupt, e'er he arrive 
The happy ifle * What ftrength, what art can then 41 o 
Suffice, or what evafion bear him fafc 
Through the ftrid ferneries , and ftations thick 
Of Angels watching round ? here he had need 
All circumfpe&ion; and we now no Ifefs 
Choice in our fuffrage: for oh whom we fend, 41 f 
The weight of all and otir laft hope relies. 

C 1 This 
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This faid, he fet* and expectation held 
His look fuipenfe, awaiting who appear'd 
To fecond , or oppofe„ or undertake 
The perilous attempt: But all fat mute, 41c* 

Ponderidg the danger with deep thoughts; and each 
In others count'nance read his own difmaj 
Aftqniih'd: none, among the choice and prime 
Of thofe heav'n-warring champions , could be found 
So hardy-, as to proffer or accept 41$ 

Alone the dreadful voyage : till at laft 
Satan, whom now tranfcendent elory rais'd 
Above his fellows, with monarchal pride 
Confcious of higheft worth, unmov'd thus fpake. 

O Progeny of Heav'n , empyreal Thrones ? 430 
With reafon hath deep lilence and demur 
Seii'd us, though undifmay'd: long is the way 
And hard , that out of Hell leads up to light. 
Pur prifon ftrong , this huge convex of fire, 
Outragious to devour, immures us round 43; 

Ninefold: and gates of burning adamant 
Barr'd over us prohibit all egrcfs 
Thefe pafs'd (if any pafs) the void profound 
Of uneflential night receives him next 
Wide gaping, and with utter lofs of being 440 

Threatens him, ptang'd in that abortive gulf. 
If thence hc.fcape into whatever. world, 
Or unknown region, what remains him left 
Than unknown dangers, and as hard efcape? * 
But I (hould ill become this throne, O Peers, 445 
£nd this imperial fov'reignty, adorn'd 
With fplendor , *rm'd with pow'r , if ought proposed 
And judg'd of public moment, in the fnape 
Of difficulty or danger could deter 
Me from attempting . Wherefore do I afiumc 450 
Thefe Royalties, and not refufe to reign, 
Refufing to Accept as great a (hare 
Of hazard as of honor , due ahke 

."'•-. To 
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To him who reigns, and fo much to him dot 

Of hazard more, as he above the reft * 455 

High honor'd (its? Go therefore mighty Pow'n, 

Terror of Heav'n, though M'n; intend at home, 

(While here (hall he our home ) what beft may cafe 

The prefent rmfery , and render Hell 

More tolerable ; if there be cure or charm 460 

To refpite or deceive, or flack the pain 

Of this ill manfion . Intermit no watch 

Againft a wakeful foe; while I abroad 

Through. all the coaft of dark deOrudton feek 

Deliverance for us all : this enterprize 46; 

None (hall partake with me. «-* Thus faying rofe 

The Monarch; and prevented all repls; 

Prudent, left from his refolution rais'cf 

Others among the chier might offer now 

( Certain to be Tefus'd ) what erft they fcar'd; 470 

Arid fa refused might in opinion (land 

Sis rivals , winning cheap the high repute 
r hich he through hazard huge muft earn. But they 
Dreaded not more th' adventure than his vokt 
Forbidding ; and at once with him they rofe: 475 
Their rifing all at once was as the found 
Of thunder heard remote. Towards him they bend 
Wjth awful reverence prone; and as a God 
Extol him equal to the higheft in Heav'n : 
Nor fail'd they to exprefs how much they praij'd $ 480 
That for the general rafety he defpis'd 
His own : ( for neither do the fpirits damn'd 
Lofc all their virtue ; left bad men fhould boaft 
Their fpecioqs deeds on earth, whiih glory excites; 
Or clofe ambition vamiih'd o'er with zeal.) 485 
Thus they tHeir doubtful confutations dark 
Ended, rejoicing in their matchlcft Chiefs 
As when from mountain tops the dusky clouds 
Amending, while the north- wind fkeps, o'er-fpread 
Heav'n's chearful face , the lowring element 490 
Scowls a'er the darkened landfcape ihow *or Ihowrc^* 
i C3 tt 
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If chance |he radiant Sim with ferewettweet 

Extend his evening beam, the field* revive , 

The birds their, notes renew , *nd bleating herds 

Atteft tiicir joy , that hill and valley rings. 49c 

O fhame to mfcn l Devil with Devil daran'd 

Firm concord holds; men only difagree 

Of creatures rational , though under bdpe 

Of heav'nly gmce t and G o proclaiming peace f 

Yet live in hatred, enmity and ftrife $q$ 

Among therrifelvcs, and levy, cruel wars, 

Wafting the earth ,. each other to deftrov : 

As if ( which mfatit induce us to accord) 

Man had not hclliftv foes enow bcfides, 

That day and night: for his dcftrudaon wait. 505 

The Styguk council thus difiblv'd , and forth 
In order came the grand infernal Peers: 
f Midft came their mighty Paramount r and feemVI • 
Alone tji' antagorrift of H*a*'* , nor lefs . 
Th*nHelrs«dreid Emperor, with pomp fupreme, 510 
And God -like imitated date? him round 
A globe of fiery 8eraphim inclosM ! 
With bright imbh^onry , and horrent arms* 
Then of their fefiSon ended they hid cry 
With trumpets regal found the great-wfult J ||| 

Tow'rds the four winds tour fpeedy Cherubim 
Put to their mouths the founding alcbymy , 
By heralds voice esplain'd : the hollow Abyfs 
Heard far and wide, and all the holt of tkll 
With deaf ning (ho«t rerurn'd them loud acclaim. $*q 

. Thence more at eafe fheir minds, and fomewhat rais'4 
By falfe prefumptuous hope, the ranged Pow'rs 
Disband, and wand'ring, each his ieveral way 
Pcrfues , as inclination or fad choice 
Lleads him perplext , where be may likeheft find S*f 
Truce to his rettlefs rhoughts , and entertain 
The irkfomc hours , til} his great 0uef return , 
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Part on the plain , or in the air fublime 

Upon the wing, or m fwift race contend, 

As at th'OiYMMAN games or Ptthiam fields* 

Part curb their fiery fteeds, or (hun the goal 531 

With rapid wheels, or fronted brigads form. 

As when, to warn proud cities, war appears 

IVag'd in the troubl'd sky , and armies ruth 

To battel in the clouds, before each Tan 53$ 

Prick forth the aery Knights , and couch their fyears 

Till thickeft legions dofe ; with feats of arms 

From either end of heav'n the welkin burns . 

Others , with vaft Typhaan rage , more fell 

Rend up both rocks and hills , and ride the air 540 

In whirlwind : Hell fcarcc helds the wild uproar . 

As when Alcides from OEchama crown'd 

With conqueft, telt th'invenonVd robe, and tore 

Through pain up by the roots Thessalian pines , 

And Lichas from the top of OEt a threw 545 

Into th* E v b o 1 c Sea . Others more mild , 

Retreated in a filent valley, fing 

With notes angelical to many a harp 

Their own heroic deeds and haplefs fall 

By doom of battel: and complain that Fate 55O 

Free virtue ftiould inthrall to force or chance • 

Their fong was partial, but the harmony 

(What could it lefs when fpirits immortal fing?) 

Sufpended Hell , and took with ravifoment 

The thronging audience. In difcourfe more fweet jjf 

(For eloquence the foul , fong charms the fenfe) 

Others apart fat on a hill retir'd, 

In thoughts more elevate , and reafon'd high* 

Of providence , foreknowledge, will and fate, 

Fixt fate , free will , foreknowledge abfolute; $6<J 

And found no end, in wandring mazes loft. 

Of good and evil much they argu'd then, 

Of happinefs and final mifery , 

Paifion and apathy, and glory and ftiarae, 

Vain wifdom all, and fane philofophyr 40$ 
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Yet with a pleating forcery could charm 

Pain for * while, or anguifti; and excite 

Fallacious hope, pr arm th' obdurate breaft 

With ftubbara patience, as with triple fled. 

Another part, in fquadrons and grofs bands, , 579 

On bold adventure to difcover wide 

That difqaaj world, if any clime perhaps 

Might yield diem eafier habitation , bend 

Four ways their flying march, along the banks 

Of four infernal rivers, that difgorge 575 

Into the burning lake their baleful dreams : 

Abhorred Styx, the flood of deadly hate; 

Sad Ackbhon, of forrow black and deep; 

Cocytus, nam'd of lamentation loud 

Heard on die rueful ilream ; fierce Phlf.gbton , sJ6> 

Whofe wav^s of torrent fire inflame with rage. 

Far off from thefe a flow and filent ftreara, 

Lb the the river of oblivion, rolls 

Her watry labyrinth ; whereof who drinks, . 

Forthwith his former ftate and being forgets* 58^ 

Forgets both joy'and grief, pleafurc and pain . 

Beyond this flood a frozen continent 

JLies dark and wild, beat with perpetual florms 

Of whirlwind and dire hail ; which on firm land 

Thaws not, but gathers heap, and ruin feems 590 

Of indent pile ; all clfe deep fnow and ice ; 

A gulf profound , as that Serboni an bog 

Betwixt D a m 1 a t a and mount Casiv s old , 

Where armies whole have funk : the parching air 

Burns frore , and cold performs th* efFed of fire. 595 

Thither by harpy -footed Furies hard 

At certain revolutions, all the damn*d 

Sre brought; and feel by turns the bitter change 
f fierce extremes, extremes by change more fierce! 
From beds of raging fire to ftarve in ice 6qo 

Their foft ethereal warmth , and there to pine 
Immoveable, infixt, and frozen round, 
Periods of tiin? * thence hurried back to fire. 

They 
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They ferry over this Lb the am Sound' 

Both to and fro, their forrow to augment , 605 

And with , and ftruggle as they pafs , to reach 

The tempting ftream , with one fmall drop to lofc 

In fweet forgetfulnefs all pain and woe , 

All in one moment, and fo near the brink : 

But Fate withftands, and to oppofe th* attempt 610 

Medusa with Gorgon 1 an terror guards 

The ford, and of itfelf the water flies 

All tafte of living wight; as once it fled 

The lip of T a n t a l u s . Thus roving on 

In confus'd march forlorn th' advent* rous bands 615 

Witty (huddring horror pale, and eyes agaft < 

View'd firft their lamentable lot, and found 

No reft : through many a dark and dreary vale 

They pafs'd, and many a region dolorous, 

O'er many a frozen, many a fiery Alp, 6%o 

Rocks, caves, lakes, fens, bogs, dens, & (hades of death ; 

A univcrfe of death, which Gop by curfe 

Created evil, for evil only good, 

Where all life dies, death lives, and nature breeds, 

Perverfe, all monftrous, all prodigious things, 6x5 

Abominable, inutterable; and worfe 

Than Fables yet have feign'd, or fear conceived , 

Gorgons and Hydra's and Chimeras dire. 

Mean while the adversary of G o n and man , 
Satan , with thoughts inflam'd of higheft deiign, 630 
Puts on fwift wings , and tow'rds the gates or Hell 
Explores his folitary flight: fometimes 
He fcours the right-hand coaft, fometimes the left: 
Now (haves with level wing the deep ; then foars 
Up to the fiery concave towring high. 63$ 

As when far off at fea a fleet defcry'd, 
Hangs in the clouds by iEquinodtial winds 
Clofe failing from Bingala, or the ifles 
Of Ternatb and Tidore, whence merchants bring 
Their fpicy drugs ; they on the trading flood 640 
r ' ° . C 5 Through 
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Through Ac wide Ethiopian, to the Cape 
Ply ftemming nightly tow'rd the Pole: So feem'd 
Far off the flying Fiend, At laft appear / 
Hell bounds high reaching to the horrid roof; 
And thrice threefold the gates; three folds were braft, 
Three iron, three of adamantine rock, 646 

' Impenetrable, impal'd with circling fire, 
Yet unconfum'd. Before the gates there fat 
On cither fide a formidable fhape; 
The one feem'd woman to the wafte, and fair, 6jo 
But ended foul in many a fcaly fold, 
Voluminous and vaft! a ferpent arm'd 
With mortal (ling: about her middle round 
A cry of hell-hounds never ceafing bark'd 
With wide Cerberian mouths full loud, and rung 
A hideoas peal: yet, when they lift, would creep, 656 
If ought difturba their noife, into her womb, 
And kennel there, yet there ftill bark'd, and howl'd 
Within . unfeen . Far lefs ahhorr'd than thefe 
Vex'd ScntA, bathing in the fea that parts 660 
Calabria from the hoarfeTR inacrian fhore; 
Nor uglier follow the* Night-Hag , when call'd 
In fecret, riding through the air (he comes 
Lur'd with the fmell of infant blood , to dance 
With Lapland witches, while the lab'ringMoon 66$ 
Eclipfes at their chajms. The other (hape, 
If (hape it might be call'd that fhape had none 
' Diftinguilhable in member, joint, or limb, 
Or fubftance might be call'd that (hadow feem'd, 
For each feem'd either; black it flood as night, 670 
Fierce as ten Furies , terrible as hell , * 
And (hook a dreadful dart ; what feem'd his head , 
The likenefs of a Kingly crawn had on . 
Satan was now at hand , and from his feat 
The monfter moving, onward came as raft 67$ 
With horrid ftrides, Hell trembled as he ftrode, 
Th' undaunted Fiend what this might be admir'd, 
Admir'd , not fear'd ; Go p and his Son except , 
* , Created 
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Created thing not valued he nor Ihun'd; 

And with difdainful look thus firft began. 680 

Whence and what art them, execrable (hape, 
That dar'ft, thoogk grim and terrible, advance 
Thy mifcreated front athwart my way 
To yonder gates? through them I mean to pafs, 
That be affur'd , without leave ask'd of thee. 68 j 
Retire, or tafte thy folly , and learn by proof, 
Hell-bom \ not to contend with fpirita of Heav'n. 

To whom the Goblin full of wrath reply'dj 
Art thou that Traitor-Angel , art thou he , 
Who firft broke peace in Heav n , and faith, till then 
Unbroken; tfnd in proud rebellious arms 691 

Drew after him the third part of Heav'n's fons, 
Conjur'd againft the Higheft; for which both thou 
And they outcaft from God, are here condemn'd 
To watte eternal days in woe and pain ? 695 

And reckon'ft thou thy felf with tyirits of Heav'n , 
Hell?doom'd ! and breath'ft defiance here and fcorn 
Where I reign King, and to enrage thee, more, 
Thy King and Lord? Back to thy punifhment, 
Falfe fugitive! and to thy (peed add wings; 700 
Lett with a whip of fcorpions I perfue 
Thy Kngring; or with one ftrofee of this dart 
Strange horror fchc thee, and pangs unfelt before. 

So fpake the gridly Terror, and in (hape, 
So fpeaking and fb threatning, grew tenfold' . 705 
More dreadful and deform . On th* other fide 
Incens'd with indignation Satan flood 
Unterrify'd; and like a Comet burn'd, 
That fires die length of Ophiucus huge 
*Jq th'ardic sky, and from his horrid hair 7x0 
Shakes peftilence and war . Each at the head 
Level'd hrs deadly aim; their fatal hands 
Mo faoiid ftroke intend; and fuch a frown 

Each 



44 PARADISE LOST. Book I L- 

Each call at th' other, as when two black clouds 
With HeavVs artill'ry fraught, come rattling on 715 
Over the Caspian; thetf Hand front to front, 
Hov'ring a fpace, till wii\ds the fignal Wow 
To join their dark encounter in mid air: 
So frown'd the mighty combatants , that Hell 
Grew darker at their frown : fo majch'd they ftood, 710 
For never but once more was either like 
To meet fo great a foe. And now great deeds 
Had been atchiev'd , whereof all Hell had rang , 
Had not the friaky ibrcerefs that fat 
Eaft by hell-gate, and kept the fatal key, 715 

Ris'n , and with hideous outcry ruih'd between . 

O rather ! what intends thy hand , (he cry'd , 
Againft thy only fon ? What fury , O fa** 
Poffcfies thee, to bend that mortal dart 
Againft thy father's head? and know'ft for whom ; 730 
For him who fits above, and laughs the while 
At thee ordain'd his drudge , to execute 
Whate'er his wrath , which he calls juftice , bids , 
His wrath , whrch one day will deftroy ye both . 

She fpake , and at her words the helliih peft 735 
Forbore ; then thefe to her Satan rctum'd . 

So ftrange thy outcry , and thy words fo ftrange 
Thou interpofeft , that my fudden hand 
Prevented fpares to tell thee yet by deeds 
What it intends * till firft I know of thee , 740 
What thing thou art , thus double-fornVd ; and why, . 
In this infernal vale firft met, thou cali'(¥ 
Me father, and that phanta'm call'ft my fon: 
I know thee not, nor ever faw till now 
'Sight more deteftable than him , and thee. 74^ 

T whom thus the portrefs of hell-gate reply 'd ; 
Haft thou forgot me then,, and do I Deem 

Now 
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Now in thine eye fo foul? once deem'd fo fair 
In Heav'n, when at th' aflefflbly , and in fight 
Of all the Seraphim, with thee combin'd 750 

In bold confpiracy againft Heav'n's King, 
All on a fudden raiferable pain 
SurpnY d thee , dim thine eves , and dizzy fwum 
In darknefs ; while Ay head flames thick and faft 
Threw forth; till on the left fide op'ning wide, 75$ 
Likeft to thee in ftiape and count nance bright 
Then ftrining heav'nly fair , a Goddefs arnrd , 
Out of thy head I fprung : amazement feiz'd 
All th'hoft of Heav'n; back they recoil'd afraid 
At firft, and call*4 me Sin; and for a fign 7<Se 
Portentous held me: but familiar grown, 
I pleas'd; and with attradive graces won 
The moft averfe , thee chiefly t who full oft 
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(Thy fclf in me thy perfect image Viewing) 
Becam'ft inamor'd, and fuch joy thou took'ft 
With me in fecret, that my womb conceiv'd 
A growing burthen. Mean while war arofe, 
And fields were fought in Heav'n; wherein remain'd 
( For what could elfe ) to our almighty foe 
Clear victory; to our part lofii and rout, 770 

Through all the empyrean : down they fell 
J)riv'n headlong from the pitch of Heaven, dowh 
Into this deep ; and in the gen'ral fall 
I alfo: at which time this powerful key 
Into my hand was giv'n, with charge to keep 775 
Thefe gates for ever (hut 9 which none can pafs 
Without my op'ning. Penfive here I fat 
Alone, but long I fat not, till rny womb 
Pregnant by thee , and sow excetuve grown , 
Prodigious motion felt and rueful throes: 780 

At laft this odious offspring whom thou fecft, 
Thine own begotten , breaking violent way 
Tore through my intrails, that with fear and pain 
Diftorted , all my nether lhapc thus grew 
TransfQrm'd: but he my inbred enemy 78* 

Forth 
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Forth iflifd, brandiftiing his fatal dart, 

Made to deftroy : I fled , and cry'd out Death! 

flell trembl'd at the hideous name , and figh'd 

From all her caves J and back refounded , Death! 

I tied , but he perfu'd (though more* it feems, 790 

Inflam'd with luft than fage) and fwifter ftr f 

Me overtook his mother, all difmay'd, 

And in embraces forcible and foul 

lngendring with me , of that rape begot 

Thefe yelling monitors j that with ceafclcfs try ' 79J 

Surround me, as thou fawft,' hourly eonceiv'd 

And hourly born , with forrow infinite 

To me , for when they lift into the womb 

That bred them they return , and howl and gnaw 

My bowels j their pepaft; then burfting forth 800 

Afrelh with confdous terrors vex me round, 

That reft or intermiffion none I find* 

Before mine eyes in oppofition fits 

Grim Dfc ath my fon and foe; who fets them on, 

And me his parent would full foon devour 8oj 

For want of other prey, but that he knows 

His end with mine involved ; and knows that I 

Should prove a bitter morfel, and his banc, 

Whenever that (hall be; fo Fate pronoune'd. 

Bur thou O father 1 I forewarn thee, (nun 810 

His deadly arrow; neither vainly hope 

To be invuln'rable in thofe bright arms, 

Though temper'd heav'nly; for that mortal dint, 

Save he who reigns above, none can rcfiftt 

She finifh'd, and the fubtle Fiend his lore 81$ 
Soon Icarn'd, now milder, and thus anfwer'd fmooth. 

Dear daughter, fince thou clainft'ft me for thy fire, 
And my fair fon here (how'ft me ( die dear pledge 
Of dalliance had with thee in Heav'n , and joys . 
Then fweet, now fad to mention, thro* dire change 810 
BeialTn us unforeseen, unthaught of ) know 

I come 
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I come no enemy, but to fet free 

From out this dark and difmal houfe of pain , 

Both him and thee , and all the heav'nly boft 

Of fpirits that (in our juft pretcnfes arm'd, ) 8ij 

Fell with us from on high: from them I go 

This uncouth errand fole; and one for all 

Mv felf expofe, with lonely fteps to tread 

TlV unfounded deep , and through the void immenfe 

To fearch with wandring queft a place foretold 83a 

Should he , and , by concurring figns , ere now 

Created, vaft and round; a place or blifs 

In the pourlieus of Heav'n , and therein plac'd 

A race of upftart creatures , to fupply 

Perhaps our vacant room; though more remov'd, 83; 

Left Heav'n furcharg'd with potent multitude 

Might hap to move new broils. Be this, or ought 

Than this more fecret, now defign'd, I hafte 

To know , and this once known, (hall foon return, 

And bring }e to the place where thou and Death 

Shall dwell at eafe, and up and down unfeen £41 

Wing filently the buxom air, imbalm'd 

With odors : there ye fhall be fed , and fill'd 

Immeafurably, all things (hall be your prey. 

Heceas'd,for bothfeem'd highly pleas'd, and Di a th 
Grinn'd horrible a ghaftly fmile, to hear 846 

His famine (hould be flU'd , and blcft his maw 
Deftin'd to that good hour : no lefs rejoie'd 
His mother bad, and thus befpake her fire: 

The key of this infernal pit by due , 850 

And by command qf Heav'n's all-powerful King, 
I keep; by him forbidden to unlock 
Thefe adamantine gates; againft all force 
Death ready (lands to intcrpofe his dart, 
Fearlefs to be o'ermatch'd by living wight. 855 

Bat what owe I to his commands above 
Who kates me, and hath Either thruft me down 

Into 
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Into this gloom of Tartarus profound , 

To* fit in hateful office herfc confin'd, 

Inhabitant of Heav'n, and heav'nly-born, 8<fo 

Here in perpetual agony and pain , 

With terrors and with clamors coinpafs'd round , 

Of mine own brood, that on my bowels feed? 

Thou art my father, thou my author, thou 

My being gav'ft me ; whom fhould I obey 865 

But thee ? whom follow ? thou wilt bring me foon 

To that new world of light and blifs, among 

The Gods who live at cafe, where I ftiall reign 

At thy right hand voluptuous , as befeems 

Thy daughter and thy darling, without end. 870 

Thus faying, from her fide the fatal key f 
Sad inftrument of all our woe! fhe took; 
And tow'rds the gate rolling he* beftial train f 
Forthwith the huge Portcullis high up-drew ; 
"Which but her felf , not all the Stygian Powts 87J 
Could once have mov'd : then in the key-hole turns 
Th' intricate wards , and every bolt and bar 
Of mafiie iron , or folid rock , with eafc 
Unfaftens: on a fudden open fly 
With impetuous recoil and jarring fourffl 880 

Th' infernal doors, and on their hinges grate 
Harfh thunder, that the lowed bottom ihook 
Of Krerus. She open'd, but to fhut 
Excell'd'her pow'r; the gates wide open flood, 
That with extended wings a banner'd hoft, 88 j 
Under fpread enfigns marching, might pais through 
With horfe and chariots rank'd in loofe array , 
So wide they flood; and like a furnace mouth 
Call forth redounding fmoke and ruddy flame : 
ttefore theit- eyes in fudden view appear 890 

The fecrets of the hoary deep , a dark 
Illimitable ocean without hound, 
"Without c'imenfion, where length, breadth; ^nd height 
And time an^ place are loft* wheie cldttit Night 

And 
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And Chaos, anceftors of Nature, hold ' 895 

Eternal anarchy, amidft the noife 

Of endleis wars, and by confufion ftand: 

For hot , cold, moift, and dry, four champions fierce , 

Strive here for mafl'ry, and to battel bring 

Their erobryon atoms; they around the flag 900 

Of each his fa&ion , in tlieir fev'ral clans , 

Light-arm'd or heavy, iharp, fmooth, fvvift or flow f 

Swarm populous , un-*numbred as the fands 

Of Barca or Ctrene's torrid foil, 

Levi'd to fide with warring winds , and poife 90 j 

Their lighter wing . To whom thefe moft adhere , 

He rules a moment * Chaos umpire fits, 

And by decifion more embroils the fray 

By which he reigns : next him high arbiter 

C h a m c fi governs all. Into this wild abyfs , 910 

f The womb of Nature, and perhaps her srave, ) 

Of neither fea, nor (hoar, nor air, nor nrc, 

But all thefe in their pregnant caufes mix'd 

Confus'dly, and which thus mull ever fight , 

(Unlefs th' Almighty Maker them ordain 915 

His dark materials to create more worlds) 

Into this wild abyfs the wary Fiend 

Stood on the brink of Hell , and look'd a while , 

Pond'ring bis voyage; (for no narrow frith 

He had to crofs ) : nor was his ear lefs peal'd 910 

With noifes loud and ruinous (to compare 

Great thing? with fmall) than when Bellona fiorms, 

With all her batt'ring engins bent to rafe 

Some capital city; or lefs than if this frame 

Of heav'n were falling, and thefe elements 925 

In mutiny hid from her axle torn 

The fledfcft earth . At laft his fail-broad vans 

He fpreads for flight , and in the furgrag fmoke 

Uplifted ipurns the ground: thence many a league, 

As in a cloudy chair , afcending rides 930 

Audacious; but .that feat foon failing, meets 

A vail vacuity: all unawares 

D Hut- 



d by Google 



jo PARADISE LOST. Book II. 

Flutt'ring his pennons vain, plumb down be drops 
Ten thoufand fathom deep , and tp this hour 
Down had been falling , had not by ill chance 935 
The ftfong rebuff of florae tumultuous cloud » 
Inftinfl with fire and nitre, hurried him 
As many miles aloft: that fury ftay'd, 
Quencht in a boggy fyrtis, neither fea, 
Nor good dry land, nigh founder'd on he fares, 940 
Treading the crude confidence, half on foot, 
Half flying ; behooves him now both oar and fail . 
As when a gryfan , through the wildcrnefs 
With Winged coCirfe o'er hill or moory dale , 
Perfues die Arimaspian, who by Health. 94J 
Had from his wakeful cuftody purloin'd 
The guarded gold : fo eagerly the Fiend 
O'er bog or fteep, through ftrait, rough, denfe, or rare, 
With head , hands , wings or feet perfues his way ; 
And fwjms,or finks, or wades, or creeps, or flies. 950 
At length a univer&ll hubbub wild 
6f ftunning founds , and vojees all confus'd , 
Bom through the haHow dark aflaults his ear 
With loudett vehemence: thither he plies, 
Undaunted to meet there whatever Pow'r, 95$ 
Or fpirit of the nethermoft abyfi , 
Might in that noife refide, of whom to ask 
Which way the neareft coaft of darknefs lies 
Bordering on light: when ftrait behold the throne 
Of Chaos, and his dark pavilion fprcad 960 
Wide on the wafteful deep: with him inthron'd 
Sate fable- veiled Night, eldeft of things , 
The confort of his reigp : and by them flood 
Orchus and Adbs, and the dreaded name 
Of Demogorgom : Rumor next and Chanci, od$ 
And Tumult and Confusion all imbroila, 
And Discord with a thoufand various mouths • 
T' whom Satan turning boldly, thus. - - - Ye Pow r$, 
And fpirits of this nethermoft Abyfs, 
Chaos and antient Night, I come no fry 970 

With 
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With purpofe to explore or to dirturb 

The fecrets of Your realm , but by cOnftraint 

Wandring this darkfome defart , as my way 

Lies through your fpacious empire up to light, 

Alone , and Without guide , half loft , I fcek #r j 

What readied path leads there your gloomy bounds 

Confine with Heav'n : or if fome other place 

From your dominion won , th' ethereal king 

Poflefles lately, thither to arrive 

I travel this profound * dired my courier $80 

Direded* no mean recompenfe it bring! 

To your behoof* if 1 that region loft, 

All ufurpation thence expell'd, reduce 

To ber original darknefs, and your (way, 

( Which is my prefcnt journey ) and once more 98$ 

Erelt the ftandard there of antient N 1 e ft t 3 

Yours be th' advantage all, mine tfiei-evenge. 

Thus Sat am; and him thus the Anarch old* 
With fault'ring fpeedi and vifage incompos'd , 
Anfwer'd . I know thee, ftratiger* who thou art , 990 
That ipifchty leading Angel , who of late 
Made head againft Heav'n s Ring, though overthrown* 
I few and heard ; for fiicb a num'rous hoft 
Fled not in filcncc through the frighted deep , 
With ruin upon ruin, rout on rout, p${ 

ConfUfitm worfe confounded : and Heav'n sates 
Pour'd out by millions her vi&orious bands 
Perfuing. I upon my frontiers here 
Keep rtfidence; if all I can will ferve, 
That little which is left fo to defend, . tooo 

Encroacht pit ftiH through our inteftinc broiles , 
Weakning the fceptre of old N x q x t : ftrft Hell , 
Your dungeon , flretchtng far and wide beneath : 
Now lately Heav'n and Earth , another world 
Hung o'er my realm , hnje'd in a golden chain , too} 
To that fide Heav'n from whence your legions fell i 
If that way be your walk , you have not far; 

D % So 
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So much the nearer danger : go and fpecd ! 
Havoc, and fpoil, and ruin are my gain. 

He ceas'd; and Satan (laid not to reply, ioio 
Bert glad that no.w his fea ftiould find a ftiore, 
With frefh alacrity, and force renewed, 
Springs upward like a pyramid of fire 
Into the wild expanfe ; and through the (hock 
Of righting elements, on all fides round 1015 

Environ'd, wins his way: harder befet 
And more chdanger'd, than when Argo pafs'd 
Through Bo&phorus, betwixt the juftling rocks : 
Or when U l t s s e s on the larboard fhunn'd 
Charybdis; and by th' other whirlpool fteerd. iozo 
So he with difficulty and labor hard 
Mov'd on; with difficulty and labor he; 
But he once pair , foon after when man fell , 
Srrange alteration ! S 1 n and Death amain 
Following his track (fuch was the will of Heav'n!) 
Pav'd after him a broad and beaten way , 102.6 
Over the dark abyfs, whofe boiling guff 
Tamely endufd a bridge of wond rous length , 
From Hett continu'd reaching th' uttooft orb . 
Of this frail world; by which the fpirits perverfc 1030 
With eafic intercourfe pafs to and fro 
To tempt or punifh mortals, except whom 
God and good Angels guard by fpecial grace. 

But now at hft the facred influence 
Of light appears, and from the walls of Heav'n IP35 
Shoots far into the bofom of dim night 
A glimmering dawn : here Nature firft begins 
Her fartheft verge, and Chaos to retire, 
As from her ourmoft works a bnexken foe, . 
With tumult lefs and. with lefs hoftile din ; 1040. 

That Satan with lefs toil , and now with eafe 
Wafts on the calmer wave by dubious light; 
And like a weather beaten veffel hQlds . . 

Gladly 
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Gladly the port , though (hrouds and tackle torn : 
Or in the emptier watte, refembling air, 1045 
Weighs his fpread wings , at leafure to behold 
Far off th' empyreal Heav'n, extended wido 
In circuit, undetermin'd fquare or round: 
With opal tow'rs, and battlemens adorn'd* 
Of living faphir, once his native feat: 1050 

And fait by hanging in a golden chain 
This pendent world , in bignefs as a ftar 
Of fmalleft magnitude , clofe by the moon . 
Thither full fraught with mifchievous revenge^ 
Accurft, and in a curfed hour he hies. 105; 

PARADISE LOST. 

BOOK HI; 

The ARGUMENT. 

God fit ping on his throne fees Satan flying towards this 
itoorld , then newly created; Jbews him to the Sok 
who fat at bis right hand ; foretells the fucces 0/ Satan 
in perverting mankind : clears his own juftice and wif- 
dorn from all imputation , having created Man fret , 
and able enough to have w'tth/lood his tempter ; yet de- 
clares his purpofe of grace towards mm , in regard h$ 
fell not of his. own malice, as did Satan , but by him 

'feducd. The Son of God finders fraifes to hit Father 
for the manifeftation of his gracious purpofe towards 
Man-, but Gob again declares, that pace cannot be 
extended towards Man without the fatisfaclion of di~ 
vino juflice ; Man hath offe/tded the majefly of G o d. 

• .D3 ' h 
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h tft'trtW to Godhead , and therefore with att his pro- 
geny devoted to death mttft.die, unkfs fome one can ha 
found fufficient to anfwer for his offence , and undergo* 
his punijhmeht. Tbt Son of G 6 p freely offers him* 
felfa ranfom for Man : the Father accepts him , 
ordains his incarnation, pronounces his exaltation dbova 
4II names in heaven and earth ; commands all tba 
Angels to adore him ; they obey , and hymning to their 
harps in fall quire, celebrate the Father and the So h. 
Mean while Satan alights upon the ban convex of this 
world's outermoft orb ; where wandring he firft finds 
a place , fince calXd the Limbo of Vanity ; what per* 
fins and things fiy up thither ; thence comes to the 
late of Heaven*, defer ib'd afcending by flairs , and tha 
Waters above the firmament that flow about it : bk 
fajfage thence to the orb of the Sun •* he finds there Uriel 
the regent of that orb ; but firft changes himfelf into 
the fbape of a meaner Angel ; and pretending a xsalout 
defire to behold the new creation, and Man whom God 
bath placd here, inquires of him the place of his habit a* 
tion, and is dtrecled ; a tights firft on mount Niphates. 

[AIL holy light f offspring of Heav'a 
firftborn ! 

Or of th* Eternal coeternal beam ! 

May I expreis thee unblarrTd < fince Gob 
is light , 

And never but in unapproached light 
Dwelt From eternity; dwelt then in thee, • 5 

Bright effluence of bright eflTence increate I 
Or hear 'ft thou rather pure ethereal ftream , 
Whofe fountain who (hall tell ? before the Sun , 
Before the heav'n.s thou wert , and at the voice 
Of G p d , as with a mantle didft invert if 

The rifing world of waters dark and deep, 
Won from the void and formlefs infinite. 
Thee I re-vifk now with bolder wing, 
gfcap'd the §ty$|ah pool, tbo* long detain'd 

to 
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«. Jthat obfcure fojourn; while in my flight 15 

ThUfcgh utter and through middle darknefs born , 
With Oher notes than to th* O * p h * ah lyre, 
I fane (A Chaos and eternal Night; 
Taught by the heav'nly Mufc to venture down 
The dark defcent, and up to re-afcend, *c5 

Tho* hard and rare. Thee I revifit fafe f 
And feel thy fov'reign vital lamp : but thou 
Revifit'ft not thefe eyes , that rowl in vain 
To find thy piercing ray , and find no dawn; 
So thick a drop ferene hath quench'd their orbs, xf 
Or dim fuffufion veil'd . Yet not the more 
Ceafe I to wander, where the Mufes haunt, 
Clear fpring, or (hady grove, or funny hill, 
Smit with the love of lacred fong: but chief 
Thee Si on, and the flowry brooks beneath, 30 
That wa(h thy hallo w'd fret, and warbling flow f 
Nightly I vint: nor fometimes forget , 
Thofe other two equaled, with me in ftte, 
( So were I equal'd with them in renown ! ) 
Blind T h a m y m s , and blind Maokidis, 35 
And Tiresias, and Phineus Prophets old. 
Then feed on thoughts , that voluntary move 
Harmonious numbers ; as the wakeful bird 
Sings darkling, and in (hadieft covert hid 
Tunes her nofturnal note . Thus with the year 40 
Seafons return , but not to me returns 
Day , or the fweet approach of ev*n or morn, 
Or fight of vernal bloom , or fummer's rofe, 
Or flocks , or herds , or human face divine : 
But cloud inftead, and ever-during dark 4$ 

Surrounds me ; from the chearrul ways of men 
Cut off; and for the book of knowledge fair, 
Prefented with a univcrfal blank 
Of nature's works , to me expung'd and ras'd, 
And wifdom at one entrance quite (hut out ! JO 
So much the rather thou cceleftial light, 
Shine inward, and the miud through aB her poW'rs 

O 4 . irtvt 
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Irradiate; there plant eyes; all mift from thencfn^ j 
Purge and difperfe; that I may fee and tell / - 
Of things invifihde to mortal fight. / 55 

Now had th* Almighty Father from above, 
(From the pure empyrean where he fiis 
High thron'd above all height) bent down his eye* 
His own works and their works at once to view . 
About him all the San&ities of Heav'n 60 

Stood thick as liars, and from his fight re<;eiv'd 
Beatitude paft utt'rance: on his right 
The radiant image of his glory fat , 
His only Son. On earth he firft beheld 
Our two firft parents, yet the only two 6f 

Of mankind, in the happy garden plac*d, 
Reaping immortal fruits of joy and love; 
Uninterrupted joy, unrivaTd love 
In blifsful folitude. He then furvey'd 
Hell and the gulf between , and Satan there 70 
Coafting the wall of Heav'n on this fide night, 
Jn the dun air fnblime; and. ready now 
To ftpop with wearied wings , anct willing feet 
On the bare outfide of this world , that feenVd 
Firm land imbofom'd without firmament; 75 

Uncertain which, in ocean or in air. 
Him Gup beholding from his profpcdl high > 
Wherein paft , prefent , future he beholds , 
Thus to his only Son forefeeing fpake. 

Only begotten Son, feed thou what rage 80 
Tranfports our adveifary , whom no bounds 
pVefcrib'd, no bars of Hell, nor all the chains 
Heap'd on him there , nor yet the main Abyfs 
Wide interrupt , can hold i So bent he feems 
On defperate revenge, that (hall redound 8$ 

Upon his own rebellious head. And now 
Through all reftraint broke loofe, he wings his way 
Upt far off Hcav'n. in the precintfs of light, 

Dircffly 
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Dire&ly towards the new created wprld , 
And man there plac'd ; with purpofe to afiay 90 
If him by force he can deftroy , or worle , 
v»£ fome falfe guile pervert:' and iball pervert; 
For man will hcark n to his glozing lies 9 
And eafily tranfgrefs the fole command, 
Sole pledge of his obedience : fo will fall , 9$ 

lie and his faithlefs progeny . Whofe fault i 
Whofe but his own ? Ingrate ! he had of me 
All he could have: I made him juft and right, 
Sufficient to have flood, though free to faff. 
Such I created all th' ethereal Pow'rs, 100 

And fpirits,both them who flood and them who fail'd : 
Freely they Hood who flood, and fell who fell. 
Not free , what proof could they have giv'n fincere 
Of true allegiance , conftant faith or love , 
Where only what they needs muft do, appear'd f io< 
Not what they would ? what praife could they receive r 
What pleafure I from fuch obedience paid , 
When will and reafon ( reafon alfo is choice ) 
Ufelefs and vain , of freedom both defpoil'd , 
Made paffive both , had ferv'd neceffity , 1 10 

Not me. They therefore as to right belonged, 
So were created, nor can juftly accufe 
Their Maker , or their making , or their fate : 
As if predeftination over - rul'd 
Their will, difp'os'd by abfolute decree, u$ 

Or high fore-knowledge. They themfelves decreed 
. Their own revolt, not I: if I fore -knew, 
Fore-knowledge had no influence on their fault, 
Wich had no lei's prov'd certain unforcknown . 
So without lcaft impulfe, or fludow of fate, no 
Or ought by me immutably forefeen, 
They trefpafs ; authors to themfelves in all , 
Both what they judge and what they choofe; for fo 
I form'd them free, and free they muft remain, 
'Till they inthrall themfelves; I elfe muft change 115 
Their nature , and revoke the high decree 

D $ Un- 
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Unchangeable , eternal , which ordain'd 
Their freedom, they themfeives ordain'd their foil. 
The firft fort by their own fuggeftion fell , v 

Self-tempted, lelf-deprav'd : man fills, deceived 13$ 
By th' other firft: man therefore (hall find grace* 
The other none : in mercy and juftice bom , 
Through Heav'n and earth , fo ihail my glory excel; 
Put mercy firft and laft (hall brighteft mine. 

Thus while God fpake, ambrbfial fragrance fillM 
All Heav'n, and in the bleffed fpirit elect 136 

Senfe of new joy ineffable diffus'd . 
Beyond compare the Son of G o d was feen 
Mod glorious; in him all his Father (hone 
Subftantially exprefs'd; and in his face 140 

Divine companion vifibly appeared, 
Love without end, and without meafure^grace; 
Which uttering, thus he to his Father fpake. 

OFathii, gracious was that word which clos'd 
Thy fov'reign fentence , that man ftiould find grace ; 
For which both Heav'n and earth (hall high extol 146 
Thy praifes , with th* innumerable found 
Of hymns and focred fongs , wherewith thy throne 
Encompafs'd (hall refound thee ever bleft. 
For fhould man finally be loft, ihould man 159 
Thy creature late fo lov'd , thy youngeft fon , 
Fall circumvented thus by fraud , though join'd 
*With his own folly ? that be from thee far , 
That for be from thee . Father, who* art judge 
Of all things made, and judgeft only right, 155. 
Or Jhall the adverfary thus obtain 
His end , and fruftrate thine , fhall he fulfil 
His malice , and thy goodnefs bring to nought, 
Or proud return though to his heavier doom , 
Yet with revenge accemplifti'd , and to Hell %6q 
Draw after him the whole race of mankind, 
By him corrupted? or wilt thou thy fclf 

Aholi(h 
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|LbdIifl| thy creation , and unmake 

For him., what for thy glory thou haft made i 

So ftiould thy goodnefs and thy greatnefs both 165 

Be qucftion'i, and MafphemM without defence ♦ 

"•To whom Ac great Creator thus reply *d. 
Son, in whom iny (bid hath chief delight , 
Son of mjr; bofom .Sow who art alone 
My word, my wifdom, and effe&ual might, 170 
All haft thou jpoken at my thoughts are v all 
As my eternal purpofe bath decreed. 
Man (hall not quite be loft , but fav'd who will , 
Yet not of will in him , but grace in me 
Freely ▼oodhfaf'd; once more I will renew 175 

His lapfed pow'rs, though forfeit, and inthralld 
By fin to foul exorbitant defircs: 
Upheld by me , yet once more he (hall (land 
On even ground againft his mortal foe: 
By me upheld 1 that he may know how frail 180 
His fell'n condition is , and to me owe 
All his deliv'rance, and to none but me. 
Some 1 have chofen of peculiar grace 
Eled above the reft: fo is my will : 
The reft (hall hear me call, and oft be warn'd 185 
Their finful ftate , and to appcafe betimes 
Th'incenfed Deity* while offcr'd grace 
Invites: for 1 will clear their fenfes dark, 
What may fuflBce , and foften ftony hearts 
To pray , repent , and bring obedience due . 190 
To pray'r , repentance , and obedience due , 
Though but endeavoured with (incere intent , 
Mine ear (hall not be flow , mine eye not (hut. 
And I will place within them as a guide 194 

My umpire Conscience; whom if they will hear, 
Light after light well us'd they (hall attain, 
And to the end perfifting, fafc arrive. 
This my long fufferance , and my day of grace , 
They who negleft and fcorn , (hatt new taftc; 
• • But 
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But hard be harden'd , blind be blinded more ; 209 

That they may ftumble on , and deeper fall : 

And none but fuch from mercy I exclude . 

But yet all is n<ft done: Man difobeying, 

Difloyal breaks his. fealty , and fins 

Againft the high fupremacy of Heav'n; *<=v 

Affe&ing God-head, and fo lofing all, 

To expiate hs treafon hath nought left; 

But to deftru&ion facred *nd devote, 

He with his, whole pofterity muft die , 

Die he or Juftice muft; unlefs for him no 

Some other able, and as willing, pay 

The rigid fatisfa&ion , death for death. 

Say heav'nly Pow'rs , where (hall we find fach love ? 

Which of ye will be mortal to redeem 

Man's mortal crime: and juft,th'unjuft to fave? 21$ 

Dwells in all Heaven charity fo dear i 

He ask'd , but all the heav'nly quire flood mute , 
And filence was in Heav'n : on man's behalf 
Patron or interceflbr none appear'd, 
Much lefs that durft upon his own head draw 210 
The deadly forfeiture, and ranfom fet. 
And now without redemption all mankind 
Muft have been loft, adjudg'd to death and Hell 
By doom fevere , bad not the Son of G o d , 
In whom the fulnefs dwells of love divine , „ 225 
His dearcft mediation thus renew'd. 

Father, thy word is paft , man (hall find grace : 
And ihall grace not find means, that finds her way, 
The fpeedieft of thy winged meffengers, 
To vifit all thy creatures, and to all 230 

Comes unprevented, unimplor'd, unfought? 
Happy for man, fo coming! he her aid 
Can never feek, (once dead in fins, and loft) 
Attonement for himfelf, or offering meet, 
Indebted, and undone, hath hone to bring. 235 

Behold 
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Behold me then , roe for him , life for life 
I offer, on me let thine anger fall; 
Account me man : 1 for his lake will leave 
Thy bofom, and this glory next to thee 
Freely put off, and for him laftly die 240 

Well jrtcas'd, on me let Death wreak all his rage. 
Under his gloomy pow'r I (hall not long 
Lie vanquilh'd ; thou haft giv'n me to poffefs 
Life in my felf for ever; by thee I live, 
Though" now to D e a t h I yield , and am his due 
All that of me can die : yet that debt paid , 246 
Thou wilt not leave me in the loathfome grave 
His prey, tior fuffer my unfpotted foul 
For ever with corruption there to dwell : 
But I (hall rife victorious, and fubdue 250 

My vanqui(her , fpoii'd of his vaunted fpoil : 
Death his death's wound (hall then receive, and (loop 
Inglorious, of his mortal fting difarm'd. 
I through the ample air in triumph high 
Shall lead Hell captive,, maugre Hell I and (how 2$e 
The Pow'rs of darknefs bound . Thou at the fight 
Pleas'd , out of Heaven (halt look down and fmile ; 
While by thee rais'd I ruin all my foes, 
Death M, and with his carcafs glut the grave. 
Then with die multitude of my redeemd 260 

Shall enter Heav'n long abfent , and return , 
Father , to fee thy face, wherein no cloud 
Of anger (hall remain ; but peace aflur'd 
And reconcilement : wrath (hall be no more 
Thenceforth , but in thy prefence joy entire. io"j 

•J ' " 

* His wo«ds here ended, but' his meek afpedl 
Silent yet fpake, and breath'd imroortaMove 
To mortal men , above which onJy (hone . 
Filial- obedience: as a (acrifice 
Glad to-be offer'd, he attends the will .270 

Of his great Father. Admiration feiz'd 
All Heav'a, what this might mean, and whither tend 
*' JRfond'ringi but loon th' Almighty tfius reply 'd: 

O 
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O Thou in Heav'n and earth the only peace 
Found out for mankind under wrath , O Thou 17 J 
My fole complacence ( well thou know'ft how dear 
To me are all my works, nor man the leaft 
Though laft created ; that for him I fpare 
Thee from my bofom and right hand , to fare 
(By lofing thee a while) the whole rate loll. 284 
Ti^ou therefore whom thou only tanft redeem » 
Their nature alfo to thy nature join ; 
And be thy felf man among men on earth » 
Made fleih, when time fhall be, of virgin-feed, 
By wondrous birth: he thou in Adam's room 18$ 
The head of all mankind * though A dak's fon. 
As in him perifti all men, fo in thee, 
As from a fecond root, (ball be reftor'd 
As many as are reftor'd, without thee none* 
His crime makes guilty all his fons; thy merit 19a 
Imputed fhall abfolve them who renounce 
Their own both righteous , and unrighteous deeds : 
And live in thee tranfplanted , and from thee 
Receive new life * So man , as is moil juft, 
Shall fatisfle for man, be judg'd and die; 19 j 

And dying rife, and riling with him raife 
His brethren , ranfom'd with his own dear life* 
So heav'nly love (hall outdo hellifli hate 
Giving to death, and dying to redeem * 
So dearly to redeem what hellifh hate |o# 

So eafiiy deftroy'd, and ftill deftroys ' 

In thofe who, when they may, accept Dot grace; 
Nor (halt thou by defending to aflume 
Man's nature, leffen or degrade thine own. 
Becaufe thou haft , the* tbron'd in higheft bHft 30 J 
Equal to Goo, and equally enjoying 
God-Jike fruitio*, quitted all to lave 
A world from utter loft* and haft been found 
Sy merit more than birthright Sob of Go tr # 
Found worthieft to be fo by bemg good, 31* 

Far more than great or high ; bccatife in thee 
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Love hath abounded more than glory abounds, 
Therefore thy humiliation (hall exalt 
With thee thy manhood alfo to this throne; 
Here (halt thou fit incarnate, here (halt reign 31; 
Both God aftd Man* Son both of God and Man, 
Anointed univerfal King; all pow'r 
I give thee, reign for ever, and aflume 
Thy merits: under thee as Head fupreme 
Thrones, Princedoms , Powers, Dominions I reduce! 
All knees to thee (hall bow , of them that 'bide $it 
In Heav'n, or Earth ,' or under Earth in Hell; 
When thou attended glorioufly from Heav n 
Shalt in the sky appear , and from thee fend 
The fummoning Arch-Angels to proclaim 3*5 

Thy dread tribunal : forthwith from all winds 
The living , and forthwith the cited dead 
Of all palt ages to the general doom 
Shall ha (ten, fuch a peal (hall roufc their fleepf 
Then all thy faints afiemblcd 9 thou (bah judge 33a 
Bad men and Angels , they arraign 'd (hall fink 
Beneath thy fentence; Hell (her numbers (all) 
Thenceforth (hall be for ever (hut. Mean while 
The world (hall burn , and ftota her a(hes fpring 
New heav'n and earth , wherein the juft ihall dwell 3 
And after all their tribulations long 33$ 

See golden days , fruitful of golden deeds , 
With joy and love triumphing, and fair truths 
Then thou thy regal fceptre (halt lay by f 
For regal fceptre then no more (hall need, 340 

God Ihall be all in all . But all ye Gods, 
Adore him , who to compaft all this dies, 
Adore tbe Son, and honor him as me. 

No fooner had th' Almighty ceas'd, but all 
The multitude of Angels with a (bout 34$ 

( Loud as from numbers without number, fweet 
As from bled voices ) utt'ring joy , Heav'n rung 
With jubilee, and loud hofanna's fi&'d 

Th'etep; 
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Th" external regions . Lowly reverent - 

Tow'rds either throne they bow , and to the ground 

With folemn adoration down they caft 551 

Their crowns > inwove with amarant and gold , 

Jmmortal amarant ! a flow'r which once 

In Paradife fall by the tree of life 

Began to bloom ; but foon for man's offence 355 

To Heav'n rem ov'd, where tlrft it grew, there grows, 

And flow'rs aloft ihading the fount of life; 

And where the river of blifs thro' midft of Heavn 

Rowls o'er Elysian flow'rs her amber ftream : 

With thefe that never fade the fpirits eleel: 360 

Bind their rcfplendent locks , inwreath'd with beams; 

Now in loofe garlands thick thrown off the bright 

Pavement, that like a fea of jafper (hone, 

Impurpled with cceleftial rofes fmil'd. 

Then crown'd again, their golden harps they took; 

Harps ever tun'd, that glitt'ring by their fide 366 

lake quivers hung > and with preamble fweet 

Of charming fymphony they introduce 

Their facred fong , and waken raptures high , 

No voice exempt; no voice but well could join 370 

Melodious part, fuch concord is in Heav'n. 

♦ Thee Father tlrft they fung, Omnipotent^ 
Immutable, Immortal, Infinite, 
Eternal. King; Thee Author of all Being, 
Fountain of Light , thy felf invisible 375 

Amidft the glorious brightnefs where thou fit'ft 
Tlnon'd ina^ceffible; but when thou fhad'ft 
The full -blaze of thy beams, and thro* a cloud 
Drawn round. about- thee like a radiant ihrine, 
Dark with exceflive bright thy skirts appear: 380 
Yet dazle Heavji, that hrighteft Seraphim 
jfafproach not, but with both wings veil their eyes. 
Thee next they fung of all creation firft, 
Begotten Son, Divine fimilitude! 
In whofe confpicuous count'ance^wkhout cloud 385 

*: Made 
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Madevifible, th' Almighty Father (hines* 

Whom elfeno creature can behold: on thee 

Imprefe'd, th' effulgence of his glory abides; 

Transfus'd on thee his ample Spirit refts . 

He Heav'n of Heav'ns , and all the pow'rs therein i 

By thee created j and by thee threw down 391 

Th'afpifing Dominations. Thou that day 

Thy Father's dreadful thunder didft not fpare; 

Nor Hop thy flaming chariot wheels, that ibook 

Heav'n's everlafting frame, while o'er the necks 39$ 

Thou drov'ft of warring Angels disarraid. 

Back from perfuit thy Pow'rs with loud acclaim 

Thee only extoll'd , S o n of thy F a t h e *'s might , 

To execute fierce vengeance on his foes. 

Not fo on man : him thro* their malice fall'n f 400 

F a t h e r of mercy and grace I thou didft not doom 

So ftriclly ; but much more to pity incline. 

No fooner did thy dear and only Son, 

Perceive thee purpos'd trot to doom frail man 

So ftri&ly , but much more to pity inclin'd , 40J 

He to appeafe thy wrath , and end the ftrife 

Of mercy and juftice in thy face difcern'd* 

Regardlefs of the blifs wherein he fat 

Second to thee, offer'd himfelf to dit 

For man's offence. O unexampled love! 410 

Love no where to be found lefs than Divine ! 

Hail Son of God, Saviour of men! thy name 

Shall be the copious matter of my fong 

Henceforth , and never (hall my harp thy praife 

Forget, nor from thy Father's praife disjoin. 415 

Thus they in Heav'n , above the ftarry fphear, 
Their happy hours in joy and hymning fpent. 
Mean while upon the firm Opacous globe 
Of this, round world , whofe firft convex divides 
The luminous inferior orbs, inclos'd 410 

From Chaos, and th* inroad of darknefs old, 
Sir a * alighted walks. A globe far tff 
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It feem'd , now feems a boundlefs continent 
Dark , wafte , and wild , under the frowti of night 
Starlefs expos'd , and evcr-threafning ftorms 415 
Of C h a o s bluftring round , inclement sky ! 
Save- on that fide which from the wall of Heav'n 
( Tho' diftant far) fome fmall reflexion gains 
Of glimmering air, lefs vex'd with tempeft loud. 
Here walkM the Fiend at large in fpacious field. 430 
As when a Vultur on Imaus bred , 
CWhofe fnowy, ridge the roving Tart a k bounds) 
Dislodging from a region fcarce of prey 
To gorge the flefti of lambs, or yeanling kids , - 434 
On hills where flocks are fed , flies tow'rd the fprings 
Of Ganges orHYDAsPEs, (Indian dreams) 
But in his way lights on the barren plains 
Of Seiicana, where Chines e s drive 
With fails and wind their cany waggons light: 
So on this windy fea of land , the Fiend 440 

WalkM up and down alone , bent on his prey,; 
Alone, for other creature in this place 
Living or livelefs to be found was. none; 
None yet f but (tore hereafter from the earth 
Ud hither like aereal vapors flew , 445 

Of all things tranfitory and vain, when fin 
With vanity had fill'd the works of men : 
Borh all things vain, and all who in vain things 
Built their fond hopes of glory or lafting fame, 
Or happinefs in this or tn' other life: 450 

All who have their reward on earth , the fruits 
Of painful fuperftition, and blind zeal, 
Nought fceking but the pxaife of men , here find 
Fit retribution, empty as their deeds; 
All jh' unaccompliih'd works of Nature's hand , 455] 
Abortive, monftrou*, or unkindly mix'd, 
Diflblv'd on earth, fleet hither, and in vain, 
Till final diflblution, wander here: 
Not in the ncighb'ring moon, as fome have dfeam'd ; 
(Thofc argent fields more likely habitants, . 460 

Tranflatcd 
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Tranflated faints, or middle fpirits hold 

Betwixt th' angelical and human kind) 

Hither, of ill-join'd fons and daughters bom; 

Firft from the ancient world thofe giants came, 

With many a vain exploit , tho' then renown'd : 46; 

The builders next of B A b i l on the plain 

Of SennAar, and dill with vain defign 

New Babels, had they wherewithal, would build : 

Others came fingte; he who to be deem'd 

A God, leap'd fondly into Itna flames » 470 

Empedoclej: and he who to enjoy 

Plato's Elysium, leap'd into the Sea, 

CleombrotiJs: and many more too long , 

Embryoes and idiots, Ereinits, and Friars 

White, Black, and Grry, With all their trumpery : 475 

Here Pilgrims roam , that'ftray'd fo far to feet 

In Golgotha him dead , who lives in Heavn : 

And they who to be fure of Paradife, 

Dying put on the Weeds of Dominic, 

Or in Franciscan think to pafs difguis'd ; 480 

They pafs the Planets feven, and pafs the fix'd, 

And that, chryftalline fphere whofe ballance weighs 

The trepidation talk'd, and that firft-mov'd: 

And now Saint P fe t e r at Heav'n's wicket feems 

To wait them with his keys, and now at foot 48$ 

Of HeavVs afcent they lift their feet , when lo I 

A violent Crofs-wind from either coaft 

Blows thejn transverfe, ten thoufand leagues awry 

Into the devious air: then might ye fee 

Cowls, hoods, and habits, with their wearers toft 490 

And fluttered into rag*; then rcliques, beads, 

Indulgences, Difpenfes, Pardons, Bulls, . 

The fport of winds . All thefe upwhirl'd aloft 

Fly o'er tlje backfide Of the world ftr off, 

Into a Limbo large and broad, fince call'd 49$ 

The Paradise of Fools, to few unknown 

Long after: now unpeopl'd , and untrod. v 

All this dark globe the Fiend found as he paiVd, . 
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And long he wander'd, till at laft a gleam 

Of dawning light turned thkher-ward in hafte 509 

His travel*! fteps ; far diftant he dcfcrics 

Afcending by degrees magnificent 

Up to the wall of Heav'n a ftrutfure high; 

At top whereof, but far more rich , appeared 

The work as of a Kingly palace-gate, 505 

With frontifpiece of diamond and gold 

Imbellifh'd; thick with fparkling orient gems 

The portal (hone, inimitable on earth 

By model , or by (hading pencil drawn . 

The flairs were fuch as whereon Jacob law 510 

Angels afcending «nd defcending , bands 

Of guardians bright, when he from Es aw fled 

To Padan-Ar am in the field of Lux, 

Dreaming by night under the open sky, 

And waking cry'd , This is the gat* of Heav'n. 515 

Each flair myfterioufly was meant , nor flood 

There always, but drawn up to Heav'n fometimes 

Viewlefs, and underneath a bright fea flow'd 

Of jafper, or of liquid pearl, whereon 

Who after came from earth , fayling arriv'd, 510 

Wafted by Angels , or flew o'er the lake 

Kap'd in a chariot drawn by fiery fteeds. 

The flairs were then let down, whether to dare 

The Fiend by eafie afcent* or aggravate 

His fad exclusion from the doors ofblifs : 515 

Dire& againft which open'd from beneath , 

Juft o'er the blifsful feat of Paradife , 

A paffage down to th* earth , a paflage wide, 

(Wider by far than that of after -times 

Over mount S 1 o n, and, though that were large, 530 

Over the Pro mi $d Land to God fo dear, 

By which, to vifit oft thofe happy tribes, 

On high behefts bis Angels to ana fto 

Pafs'd frequent, and his eye with choice regard, 

From Paneas the fount of J o r d a n*s flood 53J 

To Biersaba, where the Hoit Land 
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d by Google 



T 



Book III. PARADISE LOST. %g 

•Borders on jE c t p t and ^'Arabian (hore) 
So wide the opening feera'd, where bounds were fc$ 
To darknefs, fuch as bound the ocean wave. 
S a t a h from hence now on the lower ftair „ 54^ 
That fcal'd by ficps of gold to Heaven-gate, 
Looks down with wonder at the fudden view 
Of all this world at once . As when a fcout 
Thro' dark and defart ways with peril gone 
AH night, at laft by break of chearfiil dawn $4 j 
Obtains the brow of fome high-climbing hill, 
Which to Jus eye difcovers unaware 
The goodly profpefl of fome foreign land 
Firft Teen , or fome renown'd metropolis 
With glittering fpires and pinnacles adorn'd* 550 
Which now the rifing Sun gilds with his beams: 
Such wonder feii'd , though after Heaven feen , 
The Fpirit malign ; but much more envy fcis'd 
At fight of all this world beheld fo fair. 
Round he furveys (and well might, where he flood 
So high above the circling canopy 556 

Of night's extended (hade ) from eaftern point 
Of Libra, to the fleecy ftar that bears 
Anprqmeda far off Atlantic feas 
Beyond th' Horizon : then from pole to pole 560 
He views in breadth; and without longer pattfe 
Down right into the world's firft region throws 
His flight precipitant % and winds with eafe 
Through the pure marble air his oblique way 
Amongflt innumerable Stars, that (hone 565 

Stars diftant , but nigh hand feera'd other worlds : 
Or other worlds they feem'd, or happy ifles., 
Like thoie Hespeman gardens faln'd of ofd, 
Fortunate fields, and groves, and flow'ry vales; 
Thrice happy ifles ! Rut who dwelt happy there 570 
He ftay'd not to inquire . Above, them all 
The golden Sun , in fplendor likeft Heav'n * 
Allur'd his eye : thither his courfe he bends 
Through the calm firmament: but up or down; 
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By centre, pr eccentric, hard to tell* 57$! 

Or longitude , where the great luminary 

Aloof tne vulgar conftellations thick, 

That from his*lord]y eye keep diftance due, / 

Difpenfes light from far ; they as they move 

Their ftarry dance in numbers that compute $ 80 

Days, months and years, tow'rds his afl-chearins lamp 

Turn fwift their various motions, or are tijrn'5 

By his magnetic beam , that gently warms 

The univerfe, and to each inward part 

With gentle penetration, though unieen, $£5 

Shoots invifibie virtue even to the deepj 

So wondroufly was fet Jiis ftation bright. 

There lands the Fiend , a fpot like which perhaps 

Aftronomer in the Sun's lucent orb 

Through his gfez'd optic tube yet never faw . . 590 

The place he found beyond expreffion bright, 

Compar'd with ought on earth , metal or (tone : 

Not all parts lifce , but all ali^e informed 

With radiant light, as glowing iron with fire; 

If metal , part feern'd gold , part filver clear; 595 

If done, carbuncle moft or chryfolite, 

Ruby or topaz , or the twelve that (hone 

In Aarqh's breaft-plate : and a ftone befides 

(Imagin'd rather oft than elfewhcre fcen) 

That ftone , pr like to that which here below 603 

Philofopfeers in vain fp long have fought , 

In vain, though by their powerful art they bind 

Volatil He&me$, and call up unbound 

In various (hapes old Proteus from the fea , 

Prain'd through a limbec to his native form . 6pj 

What wonder then if fields and regions here 

Breathe forrh elixir pure, and rivers run 

Potable gold , when with one virtuous touch 

Th'arch-chimic Sun, fo far from us remote, 

Produces, with terreftrial humor mix'd, 6i$ 

Here in the dark fo many precious things 

Of colpr glorious t and eflfe# fo we ? 

* Here 
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Here matter new to ga*e the Devil mer 
Undated; far and wide his eye commands; 
For fight no obftade found here, nor (hade, 6i{ 
But all fun-ftune , as when his beams at noori 
Culminate from th* ./Equator, as they now 
Shot upward ftiU direft, whence no way round 
Shadow fronrbody opaque can fall, ana th'air, 
No where fo dear, fturpen'd his vifual ray Cxo 
To obje&s diftant far, whereby he foon 
Saw within ken a glorious Angel (land, 
The fame whom John faw alio in the Sun « 
His back was turn'd, but not his brightnefs hid ; 
Of beaming funny rays a golden tiar 625 

Cird'd his nead , nor iefs his locks behind 
Jlluftrious on his (houlders, fledge with wings, 
Lay waving round ; on fome great charge employ 'd 
He feem'd, or fm in cogitation deep. 
Glad was the fpirit impure , as now in hope 63a 
To find who might direct his wand'ring Ai^ftf 
To Paradife the happy feat of man , 
His journey's end, and our beginning woe. 
But firft he cafts to change his proper lhape , 
Which elfe might work nira danger or delay; 63$ 
And now a tripling Cherub he appears, 
Not of the prime, yet fuch as in his face 
Youth fmil'd cceleftial , and to cv'ry limb 
Suitable grace diffus'd , fo well he feigned . 
Under a coronet his flowing hair 640 

In curls on either cheek play'd ; wings he wore 
Of many a colored plume , fprinkled with gold ; 
His habit fit for fpeed fuccinct, and held 
Before his decent fteps a filver wand . 
He drew not nigh unheard, the Angel bright ,' £4$ 
E'er he drew nigh, his radiant vifege turn'd, 
Admonifh'd by his ear; and ftraight was known 
Th' Arch-Angel U tt 1 e t ■$ one of the fev'n 
Who in G o d*$ prefence , neareft to his throne 
Stand ready at command , and are his eyes $$a 
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Trtiat run thro* all the Heav'ns , or down to th* earth 
Bear his fwift errands over moid and dry , 
O'er fea and land : Jam Satan thus accofts . 

Um^, for thou of thofc fev'n fpirits that Hand 
In fight of Gop's high throne, gloriously bright, N 6s$ 
The firft art wpnt his great authentic will 
Interpreter through higheft Heav'n to bring, 
Where all his fons thy embaffie attend : 
And here art likelieft by fupreme decree 
Like honor to obtain; and as bis eye, 66a 

To vjiit oft this new creation round; 
Unfpeakable defirc to fee, and know 
All thefe his wondrous works, but chiefly man, 
His chief delight and fayor, him for whom 
All thefe his works fo wondrous he ordain'd, 6dy 
Hath brought me from the quires of Cherubim 
Alope thus wandring ; brightest Seraph , tell 
In which of all thefe (hining orbs hath man 
Hir filed feat, or fixed feat hath none, 
But all thefe (hining orbs his choice to dwell: 670 
That I may find him , and » with fecret gase, 
Or open admiration, him behold 
On whom the great Creator haft beftow'd 
Worlds , and on whom hath all thefe graces pour'd ; 
That both in him and all things, as is meet, 675 
The Univerfal Maker we may praifc; 
Who jufUy hath driven out his rebel foes 
To deepeft Hell, and to repair that lofs 
Created this new happy race of men 
To ferve him better : wife arc all his ways \ 689 

5q fpake the felfe diffemUer unperceivM; . 
For neither man nor angel c*n difcen* 
Hypocrify (the only evil that walks 
Jnvifible, except to God alone, 
By his permifiivc will, through heav'n and earth: 685 
A»4 oft though wifdom wake, fufpicion fleeps 

At 
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At wifdom's gate « and to fimplicity 

Refigns her charge , while goodnefs thinks no ill 

Where no ill feems) which now for once beguil'd 

Uriel, though regent of the Sun , and held 690 

The (harpeft-fightca fpirit of all in Heav'n : 

Who to the fraudulent impoftor foul , 

In his uprightncfs anfwer thus rcturn'd. 

Fair Angel , thy defire which tends to know 
The works of God , thereby to glorify 695 

The great work-raaftcr , leads to no excefs 
That reaches blame, but rather merits praife 
The more it feeras excefs , that led thee hither 
From thy empyreal manfion thus alone , 
To witnefs with thine eyes what fome perhaps 70a 
Contented with report hear only in Heav'n: 
For wonderful indeed are all his works, 
Plea&nt to know, and worthieft.to be all 
Had in remembrance always with delight . 
But what created mind can comprehend 705 

Their number, or the wi.fdom infinite 
That brought rfyem forth , but hid their caufes deep ? 
I faw when at his word the formlefs mafs , 
This world's material mould , came to a heap : 
Confufion heard his voice, and wild uproar 719 
Stood rul'd , flood vaft infinitude confin'd : 
Till at his fecond bidding darknefs fled, 
Light (hone , and order from diforder fprung . 
Swift to their feveral quarters hailed then 
The cumbrous elements, earth , flood , air, fire-, *7ij 
And the ethereal quintetfence of heav'n 
Flew upward , fpirited with various forms , 
That rowl'd orbicular, and turn'd to ftars, 
.Numberlefs, as thou feed, and how they move ; 
Each had his place appointed, each his courfe, 710 
The reft in circuit walls this univerfe. 
Look downward on that globe whofe hither fide , 
With light from hence, tho' but reflefted, fhines: 
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That place is earth , the feat of man , that light 
His day , which elfe *s th* other hemifphere 72$ 
Night would invade ; but there the neighboring moon 
(So call that oppofitp fair ftar) her aid 
Timely interpofes , and her monthly round 
Still ending, (till renewing through mid heav'n, 
With borrow'd light her countenance triform 730 
Hence fills, and empties, to enlighten th f earth 9 
And in her pale dominion checks the night* 
That fpot to which I point is Paradife, 
Adam's abode, thofe lofty (hades his bow'r; 
Thy way thou cajift not mils, me mine require?, 73; 

Thus faid, he tyrn'd, and S^tan bowing low 
(As to fuperior fpirits is wont in Heav'n, 
Where honor due and reverence none negledb) 
Took leave , and tow'rd the coaft of Earth beneath 
Down from th* Ecliptic, fped^vith hop'd fuccefs, 740 
Throws his fteep flight in many an aery wheel , 
Nor ftaid, till on Njphat^ top he lights, 
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11 O O K IF. 
The ARGUMENT- 

Satan now in profpeel of Eden , and nigh the place whert 
he mufi now attempt the bold enterprise which he under* 
took alone againft God and Man , falls into many 
doubts with him f elf , and many fa (pons , fear , envy, 
and defpair : but at length confirms bimfelf in evil , 
journeys en to Paradife , whofe outward frofpeel and 
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fituation is deferibed ; over-leaps the bounds,, fits in the 
Jbafe of cormorant on the trie of Life , as the hi$he& 
in the garden, to look about him. The garden defer ibed; 
Satan'; /r/? fight of Adam and Eve; his wonder at 
their excellent form and hap ft fiate , but with refolu- 
tion to work their fall ; overbear* their di[courfe t thenca 
* gathers that the tree of knowledge was forbidden them 
to eat of, under penalty of death; and thereon intends 
to found his temptation, by feducing them to tranfgrefs: 
then leaves them a while to know further of their ft ate 
by fomo other means , Mean while Uriel defending 
on a fun-beam warns Gabriel ( who bad in charge the 
gate of Paradije) that feme evil fpirit had efcaped the 
deep , and paft at noon by bis fpbear in the Jbape of a 
good Angel down to Paradije , diftovered afterwards 
by his furious geflures in the mount ; Gabriel promifes 
to find him ert morning. Wight coming on, Adam 
and Eve difcourfe of going to their reft : their bower 
defcribed; their evening wrjbip. Gabriel drawing 
forth his bands of night - watch to walk the round Jf 
Paradife, af points two flrong Jngels to Adam** boww, 
left the evil fpirit jbould be there doing feme harm to 
Adam or Eve fleeping ; there they find him at the ear 
of Eve , tempting her in a dream 9 and bring him, 
tho unwilling > to Gabriel; by whom queftiond, bo 
fcornfully anfwers , prepares refiftance , but binder' d by 
tfigrifrom Heaven , pes out of Paradife. 

FOR that warning voice, which he 

who faw 
Th'Apocalyps heard cry in Heav'n aloud, 
Then when the Dragon , put to fecond 

^ , _ rout, 

Came furious down to be reveng'd on men, 
Wo to tb y inhabitants on earth 1 , that now $ 

While time was, our firft parents had been warn'd 
•The coming of their fecret foe , and fcap'd 
Haj?ly fo fcap'd his rnortai foarc; for now 

* Satan, 
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Satan, now firft inflam'd with rage, came down, 

The tempter e'rc tb' accufer of mankind , !• 

To wreak on innocent frail man hi* lofs 

Of that firft battel, and his flight to Hell : 

Yet not rejoycing in his fpeed though bold , 

Far off and fearlds , nor with caufe to boaft, 

Begins his dire attempt, which nigh the birth x$ 

Now rowling, boils in his tumultuous breaft, 

And like a develifh engine back recoils 

Upon himfelf: horror and doubt diftrad 

His troubled thoughts ; and from the bottom ftir 

The hell within him , ( for within him hell - 20 

He brings , and round about him , nor from hell 

One ftep so more than from himfelf can fly 

By change of place : ) now confcience wakes defpair 

That flumber'd t wakes the bitter memory 

Of what he was* what is, and what muft be 2$ 

Worfe j of worfe deeds worfe fufferings muft enfue . 

Sometimes towards Eden, which now in his view 

Lay pleafant, his grievd look he fixes fad, / 

9bmetimes tow'rds Heav'n and the full blazing Sun , 

Which now fat high in his meridian tow'r : 30 

Then much revolving, thus in fighs began. 

O thou that with furpaffing glory crown'd , 
Look'ft from thy fole dominion like the God 
Of this new world; at whofe fight all the ftars 
Hide their diminifh'd heads ; to thee I call , 35 

But with no friendly voice , and add thy name s 

Sun ! to tell thee how I hate thy beams, 
That bring to my remembrance from what ftate 

1 fell, how glorious once above thy fphear* 

Till pride and worfe ambition threw me down , 40 
Warripg in Heav'n againft Heav'n's matchlefs King. 
Ah wherefore ! he deferv'd no fuch return 
From me, whom he created what 1 was 
In that bright eminence, and with his good 
Upbraided none; npr was his fervice hard, 4; 

Whit 
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What could be Icfs than to afford him praift , 

The eafieft recompense, and* pay him thanks* 

How due! yet all his good prov'd ill in me, 

And wrought but malice; lifted up fo high 

I Tdein'd fubjeAion , and thought one ftep higher jo 

Would fet me higheft , and in a moment quit 

The debt immenfe of endlefc gratitude t 

So burthenfome ftill paying, ftill to owe; 

Forgetful what from bim I ftill rcceiv'd , 

And underftood not that a grateful mind jj 

By owing owes not, but ftill pays, at once 

Indebted and difcharg'd: what burden then? 

O had his powerful deftiny ordain'd 

Me fome inferior Angel! I had flood 

Then happy ; no unbounded hope had rais'd 66 

Ambition : yet why not ? fome other Pow'r 

As great might have afpir'd , and me though mean 

Drawn to his part ; but other Pow'rs as great 

Fell not , but ftand unfhaken 9 from within 

Or from without, to all temptations arm'd. 6j 

Hadft thou the fame free will and pow*r to ftand ? 

Thou hadft : whom haft thou then, or what,t' accufe, 

But heav'n's free love deak equally to all ? 

Be then his love accurft , fince love or hate # 

To rae alike, it deals eternal woe: 70 

Nay curft be thou ; fince againft his thy will 

Chofe freely what it now So juftly rues : 

Me miferable ! which way ihall I fly 

Infinite wrath, and infinite defpair? 

Which way I fly is hell; my felf am hell; 75 

And in the loweft deep a lower deep 

Still threatening to devour me opens wide , 

To which the hell I fuffer feems a heav'n, 

O then at laft relent ! is there no place 

Left for repentance, none for pardon left? 80 

None left but by GibmifBon ; and that word 

Difdain forbids me , and my dread of ihame 

Among the fpirits beneath > whom I fcduc'd 

With 



d by Google 



t* Paradise lost* Bookiv, 

With other ptdmifes and other vaunts 

Than to fubniit, boafting I could fubdue 8} 

Th* Omnipotent : Ah me 1 they little knotf 

How dearly I abide that boaft fo vain; 

Undei: what torments inwardly I groan, 

While they adore me on the throne of Hell*' 

With diadem and fceptre high advancfd* ,90 

The lower (till I fall ^ only fupreme 

In mifery; fuch joy. ambition finds! 

But fay I could repent ., and could obtain 

By ad of grace my former ftate, haw foort 

Would height recall high thoughts* how foonunfay 95 

What fdgn'd fubmiflion fwore ! eafe would recant 

Vows made in pain , as violent and void ; 

(For never can true reconcilement grow 

Where wounds of deadly hate have pjere'd fo deep) 

Which would but lead me to a worfe relapfe iod 

And heavier fall; fo fhould I purchafe dear . 

Short intertnifllon bought with double (mart* 

This knows my puniiher; therefore as far 

From granting he, as I from begging peace. 

All hope excluded thus , behold ! in ftead 105 

Of us out-caft, exil'd, his new delight 

Mankind created, and for him this world. 

So farewel hope, and with hope farewel fear, 

Farewel remorfe! all good to me is loft; 

Evil be thou my good ! by thee at leaft 116 

Divided empire with Heav'n's king. I hold; 

By thee , and more than half perhaps , will reign r 

As man e're-long, and this new world fhall know. 

Thus while he (pake, each paffiondimm'd bi$ face 
Thrice chang'd witk pale, ire, envy and defpair, 11$ 
Which marr'd his borrow'd vifage, and betray 'd 
Him counterfeit, if any eye beheld. 
( For heavnly minds from fuch difteropers foul 
Are ever clear.) Whereof he foon aware, 
Each perturbation fmooth'd with outward calm , nor 

Artificer 
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Artificer of fraud; and was the firft 

That pra&is'd falfehood under faintly (hew,' 

Deep malice to conceal, coucht with revenge. 

Yet not enough bad pra&is'd to deceive 114 

Uriel once warn'd; whofc eye perfu'd him down 

The way he went, and on th* A s s t 11 1 a n mount 

Saw him disfigur'd, more than could befall 

Spirit of happy fort : his geftures fierce 

He mark'd , and mad demeanor, then alone, 

As he fuppos'd, all unobferv'd, unfeen. 130 

So on he fares , and to the border comes 

Of Eden, where delicious Paradife, 

Now nearer, crowns with her enclofure green, 

As with a rural mound , the champain head 

Of a lleep wildernefs ; whofe hairy fides 135 

With thicket overgrown, grotesque and wild, 

Accefs deny'd: and Over head up grew 

Infuperable height of loftieft fhade , 

Cedar, and pine, and fir, and branching palm , 

A fylvan fcenc; and as the ranks afcend 14a 

Shade above made, a woody theatre 

Of ftatelieft view . Yet higher than their tops 

The verdurous wall of Paradife up*fprung : 

Which to our general fire gave profpecl large 

Into his neather empire, neighbring r©und. 14 j 

And higher than that wall a circling row 

Of goodlieft trees, loaden with faircft fruit, 

Bloflom? and fruits at once of golden hue , 

Appear'd, with gay enamel'd colors mix'd: 

On which the Sun more glad imprefs'd his beams, x$o 

Than in fair evening cloud, or humid bow, 

When God hath fhow'rd the earth; fo lovely feem'd 

That landfcape ! and of pure now purer air 

Meets his approach, and to the heart infpires 

Vernal delight and joy , able to drive 155 

All fadnefs but defpair : now gentle gales 

Fanning their oaoriferous wings difpenfc 

Native perfumes, and whifper whence they Sole 

Thofc 
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Thofe balmy fpoils . As when to theni who fail 
Beyond the Cape of Hope, and now are paft %6q 
M o z a m ft i c , off at fea horth-eaft winds blow 
S a b a a n odor from the fpicy ihore 
Of A n a a v the Weft, with iuch delay 
Well pleas'd they flack their courfe, & many a league 
Chear'd with the grateful ftnpll old Ocean fmilcs : 
So entertain'd thole odorous fweets the Fiend, 166 
Who came theirbane; though with them better pleas'd 
Than Asmodeus wjth the fifty fume 
That drove him, though enamor'd, from the fpoufe 
Of Town's Ton, and with a vengeance fent 170 
From Media poft to Mcrpr 9 there faft bound. 

Now to th' afcent of that fteep favage hill - 
Satan had journied on, pennve and flow; 
But further way found none, fo thick entwin'd, 
As one continu'd brake, the undergrowth 17$ 

Of ihrubs and tangling bulhes had perplex'd 
All path of man or beaft that paft that way. 
One gate there only was , and that look'd call 
On th' other fide: which when th' Arch-fellon faw 
Pue entrance he difdain'd, and in contempt, 180 
At one flight bound high over-leap'd all bound 
Of hill or higheft wall, and fheer within 
Lights on his feet. As when a prowling wolf, 
"Whom hunger drives to feek new haunt for prey; 
Watching, where. ihepherds pen their flocks at eve i8j 
In hurdra cotes amid the field fecure, 
Leaps o'er the fence with cafe into the fold 2 - * 

Or as a thief bent to unhoard the cafh 
Of fome rich burgher, whofe ftibftantial doors; 
Crors-barr'd and bolted faft, fear no aflault, 19a 
In at the window climbs, or o'ejr the tiles: 
So domb this firft grand thief into Goo's fold; 
( So fince into his Church lewd hirelings climb.) 
Thence up he flew , and en th? tree of Lift, 
(The middle tree, and higheft there that grew) 19? 

Sat 
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Sat like a cormorant; yet not true life 

Thereby regain'd, but fat deviling death 

To them who liv'<J : nor on the virtue thought 

Of that life-giving pliant, but only us'd 

For profpe<ft, what well us'd had been the pledge 200 

Of immortality. (So little knows 

Any , but God alone, to value right 

The good before him* but perverts beft things 

To worft abufe, or to their meancft ufe.) 

Beneath him with new wonder now he views , ac j 

To all delight of human fenfe expos'4 

In narrow room, nature's whole wealth, yea more, 

A heav'n on earth! for blifsful Paradife 

Of G o d the garden was , by him, in th' eaft 

Of Eden planted; Eden iiretch'd her line 110 

From A u r a n eaftward to the royal tow'rs 

Of great Seieucia, built by Grecian Kings, 

Or where the fons of Eden long before 

Dwelt inTtiAssAR. In this pleafant foil 

His far more pleafant garden God ordain'd j 215 

Out of the fertile ground he caus'd to grow 

All trees of noblelt kind for fight, fmell, tafle; 

And all amid them ftood the tree of Life, 

High eminent, blooming ambrofial fruit 

Of vegetable gold: and next to life # 210 

Our death , the Tree of knowledge , grew faft by ; 

Knowledge of good bought dear by knowing ill ! 

Southward through Eden went a river large , 

Nor chang'd his courfe, but through the (haggy hill 

Pafs'd underneath ingulf d , for God had thrown 225 

That mountain as his garden mound high rais'd 

Upon tne rapi^ current , which through veins 

Of porous .earth with kindly thirft up drawn , 

Rofc a frefh fountain , and with many a rill 

Water'd the garden; thence united fell 13a 

Down the fteep glade, and met the nether flood 

Whih from his darkfome paflage now appears: 

And now divided lato four main ilrcams^ 

F Run* 
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Runs divers, wandring many a famous realii* 
And country, whereof here needs no account; 13 J 
But rather to tell how> (if art could tell 
How) from that faphire fount the crifped brooks, 
Rowling on orient pearl and fands of gold , 
With maty error under pendent (hades 
Ran Ne&ar, vifiting each plant, and fed 14a 

Flow'rs worthy of Paradife , which not nice art 
la beds and curious knots , but nature boon 
^our'd forth profufe dn hill, anddale, and plain » 
Both where the morning Sun firft warmly fmote 
The open -field , and where the unpiere'd fliade 14J 
Imbrown'd the noon-tide bow'rs* Thus was this place, 
A happy rural feat of various view : 
Groves whofe rich trees wept od'rous gums, & balm; 
Others whofe fruit burniih*d with golden rind 
Hung amiable, Hesperian fables true, 25c* 
If true , here only , and of delicious tafte . 
Betwixt them lawns , or level downs , and flocks 
Grazing the tender herb, were iijterpos'd, 
Or palmy hilloc, or the flow'ry lap 
Of fome irriguous valley fpred her ftore ; 155 

flow'rs of all hue* and without thorn the rofe* 
Another fide, umbrageous grots and caves 
Of cool recefs , o'er which the mantling vine 
Lays forth her purple grape , and gently creeps 
Luxuriant : mean-while murm'ring waters fall x6# 
Down the flope hills , difpers'd , or in 4 lake , 
That to the fringed bank with myrtle crown'd 
Her chryftal mirror holds, unite their ftrcams* 
The birds their quire apply; airs, vernal airs, 
Breatlting the fmell of field and grove f attune z6$ 
The trembling leaves , while univerfal Pan, 
Knk with the Graces and the Hours in dance* 
Led on th' eternal fpring. Not that fair field 
Of E n n a , where Pro$ehmnk gathering flow'rs* 
Her felf a fairer flow'r ^y gloomy Dis X70 

Was gather'd , which coft Ceres all that pam 

To 
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To feck her thro* the world : nor that fweet grove 
Of Daphne by OkOntej, and th* infpir'd 
CastAlian fpring * might with this Paradife 
Of Et>* n ftrive : nor that N t s a i A n ifle 17 f 
Girt with the river Trit<jn, where old Cram, 
(Whorh Gentiles Ammo n call and Libya* J6v») 
Hid Amalthea, and her florid fon 
YoungBACCHus, from hisftepdame Rhea's cyei 
Nor where Abassin Kings their iflue guard , 180 
Mount A M ar a ( though this by fome fuppos'd 
True Paradife ) under tne Mr map Line 
By Nit us' head, inclos'd with fliining rock, 
A whole day's journey high , but wide remote 
From this Assyrian garden ; where the Fiend' 18 J 
Saw undelighted all delight, all kind 
Of living creatures new to fight and ftrafige. 

Two of far itoblef fhape ereft and tall , 
Godlike ercd* i with native honor clad 
In naked majefty , feem'd Lords of all; 190 

And worthy feero'd : for in their looks divine 
The image of their gloriou* maker ftione* 
Truth* wifdorh, fan&itude fevere and pure; 
Severe , but in true filial freedom plac'd , 
Whence true authority in men : though both 29 J 
Not equal, as their fex not equal feerfVd; 
For cofttemplatibta he , and v^lor form'd , 
For foftnefs ihe, and fweet atttadive grace; 
He for Goo only, lhe for Gfctr in him. 
His fair large front, and eye fublime, dedar'd 300 
Abfolute rule; and hyadnthin locks 
Round from. his pdrted forelock manly hung. 
Cluftring , hut not beneath his lhouldcrs broad • 
She, as a veil, down to the flender waift 
Her unadorned golden treffes wore, 30J 

Disflievel'd, but in wanton ringlets wav*d, 
As the vine curls her tepdrils, which imply'd 
Subjcdioa, but required with gentk fway , 

F 1 * AnJf 
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And by her yielded , by him beft receiv'd , 
Yielded with Coy fubmhTion, modeft pride, Jia 
And fweet reluctant amorous delay. 
Nor thofe myfterious parts were then conccal'd ; 
Then was not guilty (hame , dishoneft ihame 
Of nature's works; honor dishonorable; 
Sin-bred ! how have ye troubled all mankind 31$ 
With fhews inftead, mere Jhews, of feeming pure, 
And baniuYd from man's life his happieft life, 
Simplicity, and fpotlefs innocence? 
So pafs'd they naked on, nor Ihun-d the fight 
Of G o d or Angel* for they thought no ill : 310 
So hand in hand they^pafs'd , the lovlieft pan- 
That ever fince in loves embraces met; 
Adam the goodliefl man of men fince born 
His fans; the faireft of her daughters Eve, 
Under a tuft of ihade , that on a green 31 j 

v Stood whifp'ring fort » by a freih fountain fide 
They fat them down; and after no more toil 
Of their fweet gard'ning labor than fuffic'd 
To recommend cool, Zephyr, and made eafe 
More eafie, wholfom thirft and appetite 330 

More grateful, to their fupper-fruits they fell, 
Nectarine fruits ! which the compliant boughs 
Yielded them, fide-long as they fat recline 
On the (0 ft downy bank damask' d with flow'rs. 
The favoury pulp they chew, and in the rind 335 
Still as they thirfted fcoop the brimming ftreara; 
Nor gentle purpofe, nor endearing fmiles 
Wanted, nor youthful dalliance as befeems 
Fair couple, hnk'd in happy nuptial league, 
Alone as they. About them frisking plaid 340 

All beafts of th' earth, fince wild, and of all chafe 
In wood or wildernefs, foreft or den; ' x 

Sporting the lion ramp'd, and in his paw 
Dandled the kid; bears, tigers, ounces, pards, 
Gambol'd before them , th' unwieldy elephant 345 
To make them mfirth us'd all his might, ajid wreathd 

Hit 
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His lithe probofcis: dole die ferpent fly 

lnfouating, wove with gordian twine 

His braided train , and of hjs fatal guile 

Gave proof unheeded : others on the graft 350 

Couch'd, and now fill'd with pafture gazing fajt, 

Or bedward ruminating: for the Sun 

Declined was hafting now with prone career 

To th' ocean ides , and in th' afe'ending fcale 

Of heav'n the liars that after evening rofc : >3$$ 

When S a t a n (till in gaze , as firft he flood » 

Scarce thus at length fail'd fpeech recovered fad. 

O Hell , what do mine eyes with grief behold ! 
Into our room of blifs thus high advane'd 
Creatures of other mold; earth-born perhaps, 36a 
Not fpirks , yet to. heav'nly fpirits bright 
Little inferior; whom my thoughts pcrfuc 
With wonder , and could love , fo lively (hinet 
In them divine refemblance , and fuck grace 
The hand that form'd 'em on their (hape hath pour'd. 
Ah gentle pair, ye little think how nigh 366 

Your change approaches , when all thefc delights 
"Will vanilh, anil deliver you to woe, 
More woe , the more your taile is now of joy : 
Happy , but for fo happy ill fecund 370 

Long to continue; and this high feat your Heav'u 
111 fene'd for Heav'n , to keep out fuch a foe 
As now is enter'd: yet no purpos'd foe 
To you , wfyom I could pity thus forlorn , 
Though I unpitied. League with you i feck, 37$ 
And mutual amity fo ftrait , fo clofe > 
That I with you muft dwell, or you with me 
Henceforth : my dwelling haply may not pleafe , 
Like this fair Paradife , your fenfe ; yet fuch 
Accept your maker's work; he gave it me, 380 
Which I as freely give : Hell (hall unfold , 
To entertain you two , her wideft gates , . 
And fead fprvh all her Kings: there will be room., 

Fj N&t 
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Not like th^fc narrow limits, to receive 

Your numerous offspring : if no better place 9 38$ 

Thank him iyho puts me loth to this revenge 

On you who wrong me not, for him who wrong'd#" 

And (hould I at ybur harrolefs innocence- 

Melt, (as I do) yet publicly reafon juft, 

Honor and empire with revenge enlarg'd, 39Q 

By conqu'ring this new world , compels me now 

To do, what clfe (though d*mn'd) I fhouW abhor. 

So fpake die Fiend , and vrith neceflity , 
The tyrant's plea, excus'd his devrlifh deeds . 
Then from his lofty (land on that high tree, 39$ 
Down he alights ait^ong the fpqrtful herd 
Of thofq four-footed kinds; himfelf now one , 
Now other , as their fhape ferv'd befl his end 
Nearer to view his prey* and unefpy'd 
To mark what of their ftate he more might learn, 400; 
By Wor^ or adion mark'd : about them roqnd 
A lion now he (talks with fiery glare, 
Then as a tiger, who by chance hath fpy'd 
In fome purlieu two gentle fawns at play, 
Straight couches clofe, then rifing changes* oft 40f 
His couchant watch, as one who chofe his ground t 
Whence rufhing he might fureit feije them both 
Grip'd in each paw : when A p a ^ firit of men 
To firft of women Eye thus moving fpeech, 
Turn'd him , all ear, to Jie^r new utterance flow. 413 

Sole partner and fole part of all thefe joys, 
Dearer thy felf tjian all t needs mult the Pow'r 
That made us, and for us this ample woi)4| 
Be inflnitely good , and of his good 
As liberal and free as infinite, 41 j 

That rais'd us from the duft , and plac'd us here 
In all this happinefs, wjio at his hand 
Have nothing merited, nor can perform 
Ought whereof ^ie hath need , he who requires 

from 
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From us no other fcrvice than to keep 4^0 

This one , this eafie charge , of all the tree* 

In Paradife that bear delidons frail 

So various , not to tafte that only Tree 

Of Knowledge , planted by the Tree of Life, 

So near grows death to life, whate'er death it, 41* 

Some dreadful thing no doubt: for well thou know 'It 

God hath pronoune'd it death to tafte that tree , 

The only fign of our of>edience left , 

Among fo many figns of pow'r and rule 

Conferd upon us, and dominion giv'n 430 

Over all other creatures that poflcis 

Earth, air, and fea. Then let us not think hard 

One eafie prohibition , who enjoy 

Free leave fo large to all things elfe, and choice 

Unlimited of manifold delights: 43 j 

But let us ever praife him, and extoll 

if is bounty, following our delightful task 

To prune tfcefe growing plants, & tend thefe flow*rs; 

Which were it toilfopie , yet with thee were fwect. ' 

To whom thus Eye reply'd. Othou for whom 440 
And from whom I was formM, flerti of thy flefh, 
And without whom am to no end , my guide 
And head ! what thou had faid is juft and right: 
For we to him indeed all praifes owe, 
And daily thanks; I chiefly, who enjoy 445" 

So far the happier lot , enjoying thee ' 

Preeminent by fo much odds, wh\le thou 
Like confort to thy felf canft no where find*' 
That day I oft remember, when from fleep 
I firft awak'd , and found my felf repos'd 4J0 

Under a /hade of flow'rs , much wond'ring where 
And what I was, whence thither brought, and how. 
Not diftant far from tb«we a murmuring found 
Of waters ifluM from a cave* and fpread 
Into a liquid plain , then 'flood unmov'd 45$ . 

Pure as ^ expanfe of hwv'n : I thitfcer went 

F4 W" 
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With unexperienced thought, and laid me down 
On the green' bank, to look into the dear 
Smooth Take , that to roe feem'd another sky . * 
As I bent down to look , juft oppofite 460 

A (hape within the watry gleam appear'd, 

? >ending to look on me. 1 itarted back* 
t itarted back ; but pleas'd I foon return'd , 
Pleas'd it return'd as foon with anfwcring looks 
Of fympathy and love: there I had fix'd 46$ 

Mine eyes till now, and pin'd with vain deftre, 
Had not a voice thus warn'd me , " What thou feeft, 
«« What there thou feeft, fair Creature, is thy felf, 
u With thee it came and goes :. but follow me , 
i€ ' And I will bring thee where no ftiadow (lays 47© 
M Thy coming, and thy foft emhrapes, he 
f Whofe image thou art , him thou fhalt enjoy 
•* Infeparably thine, to him (halt bear ; 

•• Multitudes like thy felf, and thence be call'd 
4 f MotheF of human race . " What could I dp , 47c 
But follow ftraight, invifibly thus led? 
Till I efpy'd thee , fair indeed and tall , 
Under a plantan, yet methought lefs fair, 
Leii winning foft, lefs amiably mild, 
Than that fmooth watry image: back I turn'd, 480 
Thou fpllowing cry'dft aloud, return fair Eve, 
Whom fly 'ft thou? whom thou fly 'ft, of him thou art, 
#js fleih, his bone; to give thee being 1 lent 
Out of my iide to thee , neareft my heart 
Subftantial life, to have thee by my fide 485 

Henceforth an individual folace dear. 
Part of my foul , I feck thee , and thee claim 
Jdy other felf I — with that thy gentle hand . 
Seis'd mine, I yielded , and from that time fee 
How beauty is excell'd by manly grace, 493 

And wifdom, which alone is truly fair. 

§0 fpake our general pother , and with eye* 
Of conjugal atttf#ipn unreprov'd, 
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And meek furrender, half embracing lean'd 
On our firit father; half her fwelling bread 495 

Naked met his* tinder the flowing gold 
Of her loofe treflcs hid ; he in delight 
JJoth of her beauty and fubmifiive charms 
Smil'd with fuperior love , as Jupiter 
On Juno fmfles,when he impregns the clouds 500 
.That (bed May flow'rs ; and prels'd her mation lip 
With kifles pure: afide the Devil turn'd 
For envy , yet with jealous leer malign 
Ey'd them askance, and to himfelf thus plain -d T 

Sight hateful , fight tormenting \ thus thefe two 50$ 
Imparadis'd in one anothers arms, 
(The happier Eden) /hall enjoy their fill 
Of blifs ori blifs, while I to Hell am thrult, 
Where neither joy nor love, but fierce defire, 
(Among our other torments not the lead) jiq 

Still unfulfill'd with pain of longing , pines . 
Yet let me not forget what I have gain'd 
•From their own mouths ; all is not theirs it feems ; 
One fatal Tree there (lands of Knowledge cali'd, 
Forbidden them to tafte: Knowledge forbidden t 515 
Sufpicious', reafonlefs. Why iho.uld their Lord 
Envy them that? can it be fin to know? 
Caa it be death ? and do they only ftand 
Ry ignorance? is that their happy (late, 
The proof of their obedience and their faith ? 51© 
O fair foundation laid whereon to build 
Their ruin! hence I will excite their minds 
With more delire to know , and to reject 
Envious commands, invented with deiign 
To keep them low whom knowledge might exalt 51 j 
Equal with Gods; afpiring to be fuch, 
They tafte and die : what likelier can enfue ? 
But firft with narrow fearch 1 mail walk round 
This garden, and no corner leave tmfpy'd; 
^ chance but chance may lead where I may meet 530 

p 5 Some? 
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Some wandring Spirit of Heav'n, by fountain fide, 
0*r in thick (hade retir'd » from him to draw 
What further would be learn'd> Live while ye may 
Yet happy pair; enjoy, till I return, 
Short pleasures, for long woes are tp fucceed, $35 

So faying, his proud ftep he fcomful turn'd , 
But with fly circumfpe&ion , and began [roam. 
Through wood, through wafte, o'er hill, o'er dale hit 
Mean-while in, ntmoft longitude , where heav'n 
With earth and ocean meets , the letting Sun 540 
Slowly defcended, and with right afpe<& 
Agalnft the eaftcrn gate of Paradife 
Level'd his ev'nin? rays : it was a rod; 
Of alabaflrer , pil'd up to the clouds , 
Confpicuous far, winding with One afcent 54$ 

Acceffible from earth, one entrance high; 
The reft was craggy cliff, that overhung 
Still as it rofe, impoffible to climb. 
.Betwixt thefe rocky pillars Gabriel fat, 
Chief of th' Angelic guards , awaiting night s 5 J9 
About him exercis'd heroic games 
Th* unarmed youth of HeaYn , but nigh at hand 
Coeleftial armory , (hields , helms , and fpears f 
Hune high with diamond flaming , and with gold . 
Thither came Ukifl, gliding through the ev'n 555 
On a Sun beam, fwift as a lhooting ftar 
In Autumn thwarts the night , when vapors fir'd 
Imprefs the air, and (hews the mariner 
From what point of his Cqmpais to beware 
Impetuous winds : he thus began iq hafte . $&> 

GabkIel, to thee thy courfe by lot hfcth giv'a 
Charge and ftrid watch , that to this happy place 
No evil thing approach, or enter in: 
This day at height of noon came to my fphear 
A fpirit , zealous, as he feem'd , to know 565 

Wore Qf try Almighty's works , and Qhicfly man , 

God'S 
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God's latcft image: I defcrib'd his way 
Bent all on fpeed , and raarjc'd his aery gait : 
But in the mount that lies from Eden north , 
Where he firft lightest foon difcern'd his looks 570 
Alien from Heay n f with paffions foul obfcur'4; 
Mine eye perfu'd him ftill , but upder (hade 
Loft fight of him; one of the baniih'd crew, 
J fear, hat}* vcntur'd from t}ie deep to nufe 
New troubles; him thy care muft be to find, 579 

To whom the winged warrior thus return'd : 
Uriel, no wopder if thy perfect fight , 
Amid the Son's bright circle where thou fit'ft, 
See far and wide : in at this gate none pafs 
The vigilance here plac'd , but fuch as come 580 
Well known from Heav'n ; and fince meridian hour 
No creature * hence . If fpirit of oiher fort , 
So minded , have o'erleap'd thefe earthy bounds 
On purpofe f hard thou know 'ft it to exclude 
Spiritual fubftance with corporeal bar. 585 

But if within the circuit of thefe walks, 
In whatsoever fhape he lurk , of whom 
Thou teli'ft , by mprrpw downing I (hall know . 

So promised he, and Umel to his charge 589 

Jeturn ? d op tlftt bright beam,whofe point now rais'd 
ore him flope downward to the Sun , now fall'n, 
Beneath th' A % o k e s ; ( whether the prime orb , 
incredible how fwift, had thither rowl'd 
Diurnal, or this, lpfs vojubil earth 
By (horter flight to th'eaft, had left him there 59c 
Arraying with reflected purple , and gold , 
The clouds that on his well em throne attend . ) 
Now c*me ftill evening on , and twilight gray . 
Had in her fober livery all things clad; 
Silence accompany'd , for heaft and bird , 600 

They to their grafly couch, thefe to their nefts 
Were flunk ? w but the wakeful nightingale : 

She 
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She all night long her amorous defcant fung; . 
Silence was pleas'd : now glow'd the firmament 
With living faphirs ; Hesperus that led " 605 
The ftarry hoft rode brightelt , till the moon 
Riling in clouded\ majefty at length, 
Apparent Queen, unvaiTd- h.er peerlefs light, 
And o'er the dark her filver mantle threw; 
When Adai£ thus to Eve: fair coufort, th* hour 61 q 
OF night, and all things now retir'd to reft 
Mind qs of like repofc, fince Gop hath fet 
Labor and reft, as day and night to men 
Succeffive; and the timely dew of fleep 
Now falling with foft flumbrous weight, inclines 615 
Qur eye-lids: other creatures all day long 
Rove idle, unemploy'd, and lefs need reft: 
Man hath his daily work of body, or mind, 
Appointed, which declares his dignity/ 
And the regard of Heav'n on all his ways: 610 

While other animals unaclive range, 
And of their doings Gqd takes no account . ' 
To-morrow , e're frefh morning ftreak the e.aft 
With firft approach of light , we rauft be ris'n , 
And at our pleafant labor, to reform - 6z$ 
Von flow'ry arbors, yonder allies green 
Our walk at noon » with branches overgrown ; 
That mock our fcant manuring , and require 
More hands than our* to lop their wantpn growth. 
Thofe bloffoms alfo , and th^ofe dropping gums , ©30 
That lie beftrown unfightly and unfmooth , 
Ask riddance, if we mean to tread with eafe: 
"Mean while, as nature wills , night bids us reft. 

To whom thus Eve with perfect beauty adorn'd; 
My author and difpofer! what thou bidft 63$ 

Unargu'd I obey; fo God ordains, 
60 d is thy law, thou mine: to know no more 
Is woman's happieft knowledge , and her praife • 
With thee converfing I forget all ticae t 
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All feafons and their change , all pleafe alike : 640 
Sweet is the breath of morn , her rifing fweet, 
"With charm of earlieft birds : pieafant the Sun t 
When firft on this delightful land he fpreaxk 
His orient beams, on herb* tree, fruit , and flow'r, 
GJiftring with dew : fragrant the fertile earth 645 
After fott thow'rs: and fweet the coming on 
Of grateful ev'ning mild: then filent night 
With this her iolcmn bird," and this fair moon t 
And thefe the gems of heav'n , her Harry train . 
But neither breath of morn , when Aie afcends 6$o 
With charm of earlieft birds ; nor rifing Sun 
On this delightful land; nor herb, fruit, flow'r, 
Gliflring with dew; nor fragrance after (how'rs; 
Nor grateful evening mild; nor filent night, 
With this her folemn bird, nor walk by moon * 655 
Or glittering liar-light, without thee is fweet. 
Btit wherefore all night long ihine thefe , for whom 
This glorious fight , when flcep hath (hut all eyes i 

to whom our general anceftor reply'd : 
Daughter of God and man, accomphih'd Eve, 6*60 
Thole, have their courfe to flnifti , round the earth , 
By morrow ev'ning, and from land to land 
In order, though to nations yet unborn, 
Miniftring light prepar'd , they fet and rife : 
Lett total darkneis fhould by night regain 66f 

Her old porTeflion, and extmguiih life 
In nature and aU things; which thefe foft fires 
Not only enlighten , but with kindly heat ' 
Of various influence foment and warm , 
Temper or nourifh; or in part (hed down* 670 
Their ftelUr* virtue on all kinds that grow 
On earth; made hereby apter to receive 
Perfection from the Sun's more potent ray . 
Thefe then , though unbeheld in deep of night, 674 
Shine not in vain * nor think, though men were none, 
That heaY'n,would,want fpeclator^GoD want praife: 

Million* 
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Millions of fpiritual creatures walk the earth 
Unfcen , both when *e wake , and when we fkep. 
All thefe with ceafetefs praifd his works behold 
Both day and night i how often from the ftecp 6S6 
Of fcchoing hill , Or thicket , have we heard 
Coeleftial toices to the midnight air, 
(Sole, or ifefponfive each to other's ndte) 
Singing their great Creator; oft in bands 
Whil« they keep watch, or nightly rounding walk, (fcj 
With heav'nly touch of inftrumental fdunds, 
In full harmonic number joiVd , their fongs 
Divide the night » and lift our thoughts to Heaven; 

Thus talking, hand in hand, alotie they pafs'd 
On to their blifsful Bow'r: it was a place 6gb 

ChWa by the fov'reign planter, when he fram'd 
All things to man's Mfelightftil ufe: the roof 
Of thickeft covert was inwbven (hade 
laurel and myrtle i itiA what higher grew 
Of firm and fragrant leaf: on either fide 69 j 

Acanthus, and each od'rous buihy fhrub 
Fehc'd up the verdant wall: each beauteous flow'r , 
Iris all hues, rofes,'and ieifamin 
Rear'd high thdr flourifh'd heads '^etw f een,&wk)ught 
MofaiC; underfoot the violet, 700 

Crocus and hfaciftth, With rich inlay 
Broider'd the ground, more color'd than with ftone 
Of coflliefl emblem: other creature here, 
Bead , tod , inied, or Wtfrm durft enter none; 
Such was tbeir awe oif man . In (hady bow'r 70J 
More facred and fequeftfef'd, though but feign'd, 
Pan o^SylVaMuS never flept, nor Nymph, 
Kor Faowvs haunted. Here in dofeiecefs 
"With flowers, garhhds, and fweet-fmefting herbs., 
Efpoufed En deckt firft her nuptiafrbed , 7t# 
And heav'nly Quires the, Hymenaean fuug; 
tVhat day the genial Angel to ouf lite 
Brought her in naked beauty, more adtfro'd, 
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More ioirety than Pandora, whom the Gods 

Endow'd with all their gifts, (and O , too like 71$ 

In fad event 1) when to th'unwifcr fon 

Of Japhit brought by Hirmbs, IheinfcarVi 

Mankind with her fair looks , to be aveng'd 

611 him who had dole Jovs's authentic fire. 

Thus at their (had? Lodge arri?'d,both flood, 7*0 
Both turn'd , and under open sky adorM 
The Gob that made both sky, air, earth and heav'n* 
Which they beheld, the moon's refplendcnt globe, 
And (tarry pole; Thou alfb mad'ft the night* 
Maker Omnipotent, and thou- the day 721 

Which we in our appointed work employed 
Have flnifh'd , happy in our mutual help , 
And mutual love, tae crown of all our blift 
Ordain'd by thee , and this delicious place 
For us too large, where thy abundance wants 73* 
Partakers, and uncrop'd falls to the ground * 
But tholi haft promis'd from 6$ two a race 
To fill the earth > who fhall with us extol 
Thy gooclnds infinite, both when we wake, 
And when we feck, as now, thy gift offleep, 73$ 

This fatd unanimous , and other rites 
Obferving none, but adoration pure, 
Which God likes beft , into their inmoft bow4r 
Handed they went; and eas'd the putting off 
Thefe troublefome difguifes which we wear , 740 
Straight fide by f\6t were laid: nor turn'd I ween 
Adam from his /air fpoufe, nor Eva the rites 
Myfterious of connubial love refus'd: 
Whatever hypocrites au&trely talk - 
Of purity and place and innocence » 745; 

Defaming as impure what God declares 
Pure , and commands to fome, leaves free to all. 
Our maker bids increafe, who bids abftaftv 
» But our deft* oyer , foe to G o and man * 

H3i! 
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Hail wedded love ! myfterious law , true friurce 7 5a 

Of human offspring , fole propriety 

In Paradife, of all things common elfe. 

By thee adult'rous lull was driv'n from men , 

Among the beftial herds to range; by thee, 

(Founded in reafon, loyal* juft, and pure) 75 J 

Relations dear , .and all the charities 

Of father ,' fon , and brother firft were known . 

Far be it, that I ihould write thee fin or blame; 

Ot think thee unbefitting holieft place » 

Perpetual fountain of domeftic fweet* ! 76a 

Whofe.bed is undefil'd and chafte pronound'd , 

prefent, or paft, as Saints and Patriarchs us'd , 

Here Loye his golden ftiafts employs , here hghts 

His conftant lamp, and waves his purple wings; 

Reigns hgre and revels : not in the bought fmile 765 

Of harlots ^ lovelefs* joylefs, unendear'd* 

CfiRial fruition; nor in Court-amours 

Mix'd d*nce, or wanton mask, or midnight ball. 

Or ferenade, which the ftarv'd lover iings 

.To his proud fair, heft quitted with difdaiij. 77$ 

Thefe, lull'd by nightingales, embracing fldpt, 

And on their naked limt>s the flow'ry roof 

Showef'd rofes , which the morn repair'd . Sleep on 

Bleft pair; and O 1 yet happieft, if ye feek 

No happier ftate , and know to know no more, 77 J 

Now had night meafiir'd with her (hadowy cone 
fclalf way up , hill this vaft fublunar vault, 
And. Aoxn. their ivory port the Cherubim 
^orthjflTuing.at th'accuflom'd hour, flood arm'd . 
To their night watches in warlike parade, * 78a 
When G a b r 1 e l to his next in pow*r th*is /pake . 

U z z 1 e % , half th*fc draw off, and coafl the fouth 
With;lUi<fteft watqh: thefe pttyej wheel the nQrth, 
Our circuit meets full weft* As flame they part 
Half wheeling- to the lhield, half to the fpear, 7&$, 

From 
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From tbefe, two ftrong and fubtile fpirits he call'd, 
That near him flood, and gave them thus in charge* 

Ithpribl and Zephoh, with wingfd fyeed 
Search through this garden, leave unfearch'd no nook; 
But chiefly where thofe two fair creatures lodge, 790 
Now laid perhaps afleep iecure of harm . 
This evening from the Sun's decline arriv'd, 
Who tells of fome infernal fpirit feen 
Hitherward bent (who could have thought?) efcap'd 
The bars of Hell , on errand bad no doubt : 79$ 

Such where ye find, feize faft, and hither bring. 

So faying, on he led his radiant riles, 
Dazling the moon ; thefe to the bow'r dired, 
In fearch of whom they fought : him there they found 
Squat like a toad , dole at the ear of E v 1 ; 800 
Aflaying by his devilifti art to reach 
The organs of her fancy , and with them forge 
Ulufions as he lift, phantafms and dreams: 
Or if, infpiring venom , he might taint 
Th* animal Jpirits, that from pure blood arife 80$ 
Like gentle breaths from rivers pure; thence raifc 
At laft diftemper'd, difcontcnted thoughts, 
Vain hopes, vain aims, inordinate denres, 
Blow up with high conceits ingendring pride » 
Him thus intent Ithukiel with his fpear Sib 
Touch'd lightly ; ( for no faliehood can xndure 
Touch of coefleftial temper, but returns 
Of force to, its own likenefs ) up he ftarts 
Difcover'd and furpriz'd . As when a fpark 
Lights on a heap of nitrous powder, laid 815 

Fit for the tun , fome magazine tp (tore 
Againft a rumor'd war , the fmutty grain 
With fudden blaze dirfus'd, inflames the air: 
So ftarted np in his own (hape the Fiend. 
Back ftep d thofe jwo fair angels half amaz'd 820 
So fudden jto behold the grifly King; 
Yet thus, unmov'd with fear, accoil him foon. 

G Which 
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Which of thofc rebel fpirits adjudged to Hell 
Com'ft thou* efcap'd thy prifon, and transformed 
Why fat'ft thou, like an enemy in wait, 82} 

Here Watching at the head of thefe that flcep? 

Know ye not then, faid Sat an, filVd with fcorn, 
know ye not Me ? ye knew me once no mate 
For you , there fitting where you durft not foar; 
Not to know me argues your felves unknown, 830 
The loweft of your throng : or if ye know , 
Why ask ye, and fuperfluous begin 
Your meffage, like to end as much in vain ? 

To whom thusZfcPHON, anfwering fcorn withfeornv 
Think not, revolted fpirit, thy (hape the fame, 835 
Or undiminiuYd brightriefc, to be known 
As when thou ftoodrt in Heav'n upright and pure: 
That glory then > when thou no more waft good. 
Departed from thee; and thou refembrft now 
Thy fin , and place of doom , obfeure and foul. 840 
But crime, for thou, befure, (halt give account 
To him who fent us , whofe charge is to keep 
This place inviolable, and thefe from harm. 

So fpake the Cherub, and his grave rebuke. 
Severe in youthful beauty, added grace 845 

Invincible : abafh'd the Devil flood , 
And felt how awful goodnefs is, and faw 
Virtue in her (hape how lovely , faw and phYd 
His lofs : but chiefly to find here obferv'd 
His luftre vifiWy impair'd; yet feem'd 850 

Undaunted. If I muft contend, faid he, 
Belt with the beft, the fender not the fent,' 
Or all at once; more glory will be won, 
Or lefs be loft . Thy fear , faid Zephon bold , 
Will fave us tryai what the leaft can do 85? 

jingle againft thee wicked, and thence weak. 
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The Fienci reply'd not, overcome with rage; 
But like a proud deed rein'd, went haughty on , 
Champing his iron curb: to ftrive or fly 
He held it vain ; awe from above had quefl'd 860 
His heart, not elfe difmay'd. Now drew they nigh 
The weftern point, where thofe half rounding guards 
Juft met, and doling ftood in fquadron.join'd, , 
Awaiting next command; to whom their Chief, 
Gabriel, from the front thus cali'd aloud • 865 

O friends, I hear the tread of nimble feet 
Hafting this way , and now by glimps difcern 
Ithuriel andZiPHON through the (hade , 
And with them comes a third of regal port , 
But faded fplendor wan; who by his gait 870 

And fierce demeanor fecms the Prince of Hell ; 
Not likely to part hence without conteft : 
Stand firm, for in his look defiance low'rs. 

He fcarce had ended when thofe two approach'd, 
And brief related whom they brought , where found * 
How bufied , in what form and pofture couch'd . 876 
To whom with (tern regard thus Gabriel fpake. 

Why haft thou, Satan, broke the bounds prefcrib'd 
To thy transgrefijons, and difturb'd the charge 
Of others, who approve not to transgrefs 880 

By thy example, but have pow'r and right 
To qucftion thy bold entrance on this place ; 
Employ'd it feems to violate fleep , and thofe 
Whofe dwelling God hath planted hrre in* blifs ? 

To whom thus Satan with contemptuous browi 
Gabkibl, thou hadft in Heav'n th'efteem of wife, 8S6 
And fuch I held thee; but this queition ask'd 
Puts me in doubt. Lives there who loves his pain? 
Who wouy not, finding way, break loofe from Hell * 
Tho' thither dpom'd ? thou would'ft thy fclf, no doubt, 
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And boldly venture to whatever place, 891 

Fartheft from pain ; where thou migh'it hope to change 
Torment with eafe, and fooneft recompenfe 
Dole with delight, .which in this place I fought: 
To thee no reafon , who know'ft only good , 895 
But evil h^ft not try'd. And wilt objed 
His will who bound usV let him furer bar 
His iron gates , if he intends our ftay 
In that dark durance ! thus much what was ask'd: 
The reft is true : they found me where they fay ; 90O 
But that implies not violence, or harm. 

Thus he in fcorn . The warlike Angel mov*d # 
Difdainfully half fmiling, thus reply'd. 
O lofs of one in Heav n to judge of wife, 
Since Satan fell , whom folly overthrew ! 90 J 
And now returns him from his prifon fcap'd , 
Gravely in doubt whether to hold them wife 
Or not , who ask what boldnefs brought him hithef 
Unlicensed, from his bounds in Hell prefcrib'd; 
So wife he judges it to fly from pain . 910 

However, and to fcape his punifhment. 
So judge thou ftill, prefumptuous , till the wrath, 
Which thou incufft by flying, meet thy flight 
Sevenfold , and fcourge that wifdom back to Hell > 
Which taught thee yet no better, that no pain 915 
Can equal anger infinite provok'd. 
But wherefore thou alone? wherefore wiA thee 
Came not all Hell broke loofe ? is pain to them 
Lefs pain , lefs to be fled ? or thou than they 
Left hardy to indure ? courageous chief I 919 

The firft in flight from pain ! hadft thou aliedg'd 
To thy deferted hoft this caufe of flight , 
Thou furely hadft not come fole fugitive. 

To which the Fiend thus anfwcr'd frowning ftern; 
Not that I lefs indure , or ihrink from pain , 9x5 
Infulting Angel, well thou knowft; I ftood 

The 
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The fierceft, when in battel to thy aid 

The blading YoHied thunder made all fpccd, 

And feconded thy elfe not dreaded fpear. 

But dill thy words at random, as before > 930 

Argue thy inexperience what behaves 

From hard affays and ill fuccefles paft, 

A faithful leader , not to hazard all 

Through ways of danger by himfelf untry'd : 

I therefore, I alone nrft undertook 93j£ 

To wing the defolate Abyfs, ind ijpy- 

This new created world, whereof in Hdl 

Fame is not filent; here in hope to find 

Better abode, and my affli&ed Pow'rs 

To fettle here on earth, or in mid air;. 94*' 

Though, for poffeffion, put to try once more 

What thou and thy gay legions dare againft ; 

Whofe eafier bufinefs were to ferre their Lord 

High up in Heaven , with fongs to hymn his throne, 

And pra&is*d diftances to cringe , not fight. 945 

To whom die warrior Angel foon reply^d : 
To fay, and ftraight un-fay, pretending firft 
Wife to fly pain , profeffing next the $y • 
Argues no leader but a Kar trac'd, 
Satan! and couldft thou faithful addfO name, 95a 
O facred name of faithfulnefs profan'd ! 
Faithful to whom ? to thy rebellious crew i 
Army of fiends * fit body to fit head. 
Was this your discipline and faith engag'd* 
Your military obedience, to difiolve 95 f] 

Allegiance to th* acknowledged Pow'r fupreme ? 
And thou, fly hypocrite! who now wouldft feem 
Patron of liberty , who more than thou 
Once fewn'd and cring-d, and fervily ador'd 
BeavVs awful Monarch ? wherefore, but in hope 960 
To difpoffefs him , and thy felf to reign ? 
But mark what 1 aread thee now : avant ! 
Fly thither whence thou fledft: if from this bout 
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Within thefe ! halloVd limits thoa appear, 
Back to 'th' infernal pit i drag thee chain'd, "965 
And feal thee fo , as henceforth not to fcorq 
The facil gates of Hell too flightly barr'd. 

So threateu'd he, but S at an to no threats 
Gave heed , but waxing more in rage reply'd. 

Then^hen I am. thy captive taljc of chains, 97ft 
Proud limitary Cherub l hut e're then 
far heavier load thy felf e$pe& to feel 
From my prevailing arm ; tnough Heaven's |Cing 
Ride on thy wings , and thou with thy compeers f 
IJs'd to the yoke, draw'ft his triumphant wheels 97$ 
lp progrefi through the road of fte^n flar-pay'd . * 

While thus hefpake, th' Angelic fquadro# bright 
Turn'd fiery reti , (harpning in mooned horns 
Their phalanx • and began to hem him round 
With ported fpears, as thick as when a field 98a 
Of C piles ripe f6r harveft waving bends 
Her bearded grove of ears, which way the wind 
Sways them s the careful plowman doubting {lands n 
Left on the threftiing floor his hopeful lheaves 
Prove chaff. On th' other fide S a t a ^ alarra'd , 985 
Collecting ail his might dilated flood 
Like TBfJE |UF, or Atlas, unremov'd : 
His ftature reach'd the sky> and on his creft 
Sat horrqr plum'd; nor wanted in his grafp 
What feem'd both fpear & fhield. Now dreadful deeds 
Might have enfu'd > nor only Paradife • 99; 

In this commotion , but the ftarry cope 
Of heav'n perhaps , or all the elements 
At leaft had gone to wrack , difturb'd and torn 
With violence of this conflict, had not fopn 9 9$ 
Th' Eternal to prevent. fuch horrid iray 
Hung forth in Heav'n his golden fcales, yet feen 
JSetwiit A$u£A and the Scprpipn fign , 

Wherein 
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Wherein all things created firft he wcigh'd, 
The pendulous rotfnd earth v with ballanc'd air 1000 
In counterpoife; now ponders all events. 
Battels and realms : in tnefe he pat two weights 
The fequel each of parting , and of fight ; 
The latter quick up flew , and kick'd the beam : 
Which Gasriel £pying,thu$ befpake the Fiend, 100$ 

Satan, I know thy Jtrength,& thou know'ft n)ine t 
Neither our own but giv'n : what folly then 
To boaH what arms can do , fincc thme no ihore 
ThanHcav'n permits, nor mine, though doubled noi* 
To trample thee as mire; for proof took up, ioio 
And read thy lot in yon cteleftial fign, 
Where thon art weigh'd, & (hown howlight,how weak, 
Jf thou refill. --- The Fiend look'd up, and knew 
His mounted fcale aloft: nor more; but fled 
Murm'ving, & with him fled the (hades of night, iorj 



PARADISE LOST. 

B O O K F. 
The ARGUMENT. 

Morning approach* d r Eve relates u Adam bet trouble- 
fome dream \ be likes it not, yet comforts her : tbeyt 
come forth to their day labors: their morning hymn dp 
the door of tbeir bower. Gop to render Man inexen- 
fable lends Raphael to admonijb him of his obedience , 
of his free eftate, of his enemy near at hand, who be is f 
and why his enemy, and whatever elfe nuy avmI Aizm 
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to know. Raphael corns down to Paradife; his appear 
■ franco defined , bis coming difcernd by Adam afar off 
fitting at the door of bis bower, ; bo goes out to meet htm y 
brings him to bis ledge $ entertains bim with the choicefi 
fruits of Paradife got together by Eve ; their difcourfi 
at table? Raphael performs bis meffage t minds Adam 
of bis ft ate and of his enemy ; relates at Atom's re* 
que ft who that enemy is , and how be came to be /#, 
teginnini from his fir ft revolt in Heaven, and the oc- 
cafion thereof; how he drew his legions after him to 
the parts of the north , and there incited them to rebel 
with him % perfuading all but only Abdicl a Seraph 9 
who in argument diffuades and oppofes him 9 then for- 
fakes bim , 

|OW morn her rofy fteps in th'oaftem 
clime 
Advancing , fow'd the earth with orient 

pearl , 
When Adam wakM; fo cuftonVd;fbf 
his deep 

Was aery-light, from pure digeftion bred; 
And temperate vapors Wand, which th' only found * j 
Of leaves and fuming rills (Aurora's fen) 
Lightly difpers'd , and the (brill matin fong 
Of birds on every bough. §o much the more 
His wonder was, to find unwaken'd Eve 
With trefles difcompos'd , and glowing cheek , . 10 
As through unquiet. reft: he on his iide 
Leaning half raisM , with looks of cordial lovq 
Hung over her enamofd , and beheld 
Beauty, which whether waking or afleep, 
Shot forth peculiar graces : then , with voice t$ 
Mild as when Zephyrus on Flora breathes, 

Her 

* Perbofs theft twe Verfts yttrt vrigituUly di fated by the ^4nth^t 
Xhm : 

An4 temperate vapors bland from fuming rills , 
Which th* only foand of leaves (Aurora** jfon } 
l#ightJy difpers'd a <*, 
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Her hand foft touching, whifper'd thus: Awake 
My faireft, my cfpous'd, my htcft found, 
HcavVs laft bcft fpft, my ever new delight I 
Awake: the morning dunes , and the frclh field io 
Calls us , we lofe the prime , to mark how fpriag 
Our tended plants, how blows the citron grove, 
What drops the myrrh, and what the balmy reed, 
How nature paints her colors , how the bco 
Sits on the bloom extracting liquid fweet . *$ 

Such whifpering wak'd her, but with ftartl'd eye 
On Ad am, whom embracing, thus (he fpake. 

O fole in whom my thoughts find all repofe , 
My glory, my perfection! glad I fee 
Thy race, and mora return'd; for 1 this night, 30 
Such night till this I never pafc'd , have dream'd , 
(If dream'd) not, as I oft am wont, of thee, 
Works of day pais'd , or morrow's next defign ; 
But of offence and trouble, which my mind 
Knew never till this irkfome night. Methought 3$ 
Clofe at* mine ear one caird me forth to waik 
With gentle voice , I thought it thine ; it faid . 
Why ileep'ft: thou Eve? now is the plcafant time. 
The cool , the filent, fave where filcnce yields 
To the night-warbling bird , that now awake 40 
Tunes fweeteft his love-labor'd /bng ; now reigns 
pull-orb'd the moon, and with more pleafant light 
Shadowy fers off the face of things; in vain , 
If none regard: heat'n wakes with all his eyes, 
Whom to behold but thee , nature's defirc t 4$ 

In whofe fight all things joy , with ravHhraent 
Attracted by thy beauty ftill to gaze. 
I rofe as at thy call, but found thee not; 
To find thee ,1 dirccled then my walk ; 
And *n, methought, alone I pafs'd thro* ways 50 
That brpught me on a fudden to the'Tree 
Of interdicted Knowledge : fair it fc§m'd , 
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Much fairer to my fancy than by day: 
And as I wondring look'd , befide it flood 
One ftiap'd and wing'd like one of thofe from Heav'n 
*By us oft feen : his dewy locks diftitt'd 56 

Ambrosia; on that tree he alfo gafc'd; 
And O fair plant , faid he, with fruit furcharg'd ! 
Deigns none to eafe thy load and tafte thy Ayeet , 
Nor God, nor Man ? Is knowledge fo defpis'd? 60 
Or envy , or what referve forbids to tafte ? 
Forbid who will, none (hall from me with-hold 
Longer thy offer'd good: why elfe fet here* 
This faid he paus'd not, but with vent*rpus arm 
He pluck'd, he tafted: me damp horror chill'd 65 
At fuch bold words, vouch'd with a deed fo bq!d. 
But he thus, overjoy'd, O fruit divine! 
Sweet of thyfelf, but much, more fweet tlm$ crop'd! 
Forbidden here, it feems, as only fit 
For Gods , yet able to majce Gods of men : 70 
And why not Gods of men , fince good the more 
Communicated, more abundant grows, 
The author not impair'd , but honored more I 
Here, happy creiture , fair Angelic Eye}* 
Partake thou alfo: happy thougn thou art, 7j 

Happier thou may'ft be,, worthier canft not be: 
Tafte this , and be henceforth among the Gods 
Thy felf a Goddefs, not to earth confin'd, 
But fometimes in the air, as we, fqmctimes 
Afcend to Heav'n, by merit thine, and fee 8p 
What life the Gods live there , and fuch live thou. 
So faying, he drew nigh, and to me held-, 
Ev'n to my mouth , of that iame fruit held part 
Which he had pluck'd : tfce pleafant favoury fmell 
So quicken'd appetite, that I* rnethought, 8$ 

C^uld not but tafte l Forthwith up to the clouds 
"With him I flew , and underneath beheld 
The earth outftretch'd iromenfe * a. profpeft wide 
And various : wondering at my flight ^ptd change 
To this high exaltation; fuddcaly . 9* 

My 
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My guide was gone, and I, methought, funk down, 
And fell afleep : but O , how glad 1 wak'd 
To find this but a dream \ Thus Eve her night, 
Related, and thus Adam anfwer'd fad. 

Bcft image of my felf, and dearer half! 95 

The trouble of thy thoughts this night in fleep 
Affects me equally; nor can I like 
This uncouth dream , of evil fprung I fear f 
Yet evil whence ? in thee can harbour none , 
Created pure . But know that in the foul 100 

Are many leffer faculties that ferve 
Reafon as chief: among thefe Fancy next 
Her office holds: of aff external things 
Which the five watchful fenfes represent , 
She forms imaginations, aery fliapes, 10$ 

Which Reafon joining or disjoining , frames 
AH what we affirm , or what deny , and call 
Our knowledge or opinion; then retires 
Into her private cell, when feature refts. 
Oft: ii^ her abfence mimic* fancy wakes no 

To imitate her ; but misjoining ihapes , 
Wild work produces oft , and moil in dreams j 
111 matching words and deeds long paft or late . 
Some fuck refemblances methinks 1 find 
Of our laft evening's talk, in this thy dream, 115 
But with addition flrange: yet be not fad, 
Evil into the mind of G op or Man 
May come and go, fo unapprov'd, and leave 
No fpcjt or blame behind: which gives me hope 
That what in fleep thou didft abhor to dream, no 
Waking thou never wilt confent to do. 
Be not dishearten 'd then , nor cloud thofe looks, 
That wont to be more chearful and fercne , 
Than when fair morning fiift fmiles on the world: 
And let us to our frefti employments rife 125 

Amtfng the groves, the fountains and the flow'rs, 
That open now their choiceC bofom'd fmells 
fteferv'd from night f and Jccpt for thee in ftore. 
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So chear'd he his fair fpoufe. and (be was chear'd, 
But filently a gentle tear let fall ijot 

From either eye , and wip'd them with her hair; 
Two other precious drops that ready flood , 
Each in their chryftal fluice , he e're they fell 
Kifs'd , as the gracious figns of fweet remorfe, 
And pious awe , that fear'd to have offended. 135 
So all was clear'd , and to the field they hafte : 
But firft from under (hady arborous roof* 
Soon as they forth were come to open fight 
Pf day-fpring , and the Sun (who fcarcc up-ris'n 
;With wheels yet hov'ring o'er the ocean brim , 140 
Sh6t pararel to th' earth his dewy ray, 
Difcovering in wide landfcape all the eaft 
Of Paradife, and Edek's happy plains.) 
Lowly they bow'd, adoring, and began 
Their orifons, each morning duly paid 145 

In various ftyle; for neither various ftyle 
Nor holy rapture wanted they to praife 
Their Maker , in fit ftraics pronounced or fung 
TJnmediated , fuch prompt eloquence 
Flow'd from their lips, in profe or numerous verfe : 1 $0 
More tunable , than needed lute or harp ( 
To add more fweetnefs , and they thus began . 

Thefe are thy glorious works, Parent of good! 
Almighty! thine this univcrfal frame, 
vThus wondrous fair ; thy felf how wondrous, then * 
Unfpeakable! who fitt'ft above thefe heav'ns , 156 
To us invifible, or dimly feen 
In thefe thy lowed works : yet thefe declare 
Thy goodnefs beyond thought, and pow'r divine. 
Speak ye who belt can tell, ye fons ot light, %6q 
Angels 5 for ye behold him , and with fongs 
And choral fymphonies, day without night, 
Circle his throne rejoicing, ye in Heav'n, 
On earth join all ye creatures to extol 
Him firft, liim laft,him raidft,and with9Ut end? i<5$ 

Faircft 
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Faireft of ftars , laft in the train of nighty 

If better thou belong not to the dawn , 

Sure pledge of day that crown'ft the fmilihg mar* 

With thy bright circlet, praife him in tbytphear 

While day arifes, that fweet hour of prime. 170 

Thou Sun, of this great world both eye and foul, 

Acknowledge him thy greater , found his praife 

In thy eternal courfe, both when thou dimb'ft, 

And when high noon haft gain'd*, & when thou fairft. 

Moon that now meet/ft the orient Sun, now fly'ft t;j 

With the fird ftars, fix'd in their orb that flies; 

And ye five other wandring fires , that move 

In myitic dance not without fong, refound 

His praife, who out of darknefs calTd up light* 

Air, and ye elements, the eldeft birth 186 

Of Nature's womb, that in quaternion ran 

Perpetual circle , multiform , and mix 

And nourilh all things, let your ceafelefs change 

Vary to our Great Maker lull new praife. 

Ye mifts and exhalations that now rife 18$ 

From hill or fteaming lake, dusky or grey, 

Till the" Sun paint your fleecy skirts with gold, 

In honor to the world's great author rife ; 

Whether to deck wirh clouds th'uncolor'd sky, 

Or wet the thirfty earth with falling ftiow'rs, 190 

Rifing or falling ftill advance his praife. 

His praife , ye winds , that from four quarters blow , 

Breathe foft or loud; and wave your tops, ye pines, 

With every plant, in fign of worihip wave. 

Fountains , and ye that warble , as ye flow , 195 

Melodious murmurs , warbling tune his praife t 

Join voices all ye living fouls, ye birds, 

That finging up to HcaVen gate afcend, 

Bear on your wings, and in your notes , his praife; 

Ye that irr waters glide, and ye that walk 100 

The earth, and ftately tread , or lowly creep: 

Witntfs if I be filent , morn or even , 

To hill, or valley, fountain, or frcfti (hade 

Made 
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Made vocal by my fang* and taught his pnuTe. 
Hail Univerfal Lord! be bounteous (till *oj 

To give us only good : and if the night 
Have gather'd ought of evil , or conceal'd * 
Difpene it, as now light difpels the dark l 

So pray'd they inndcent * and to their thoughts 
Firm peace recover'^ foon, and wonted calm. 210 
On to their morning's rural work they hafte 
Among fweet dewis and flow'rs ; where any row 
Of fruit-trees over-woody reached too far 
Their pamper'd boughs , and needed hanjis to check 
Fruitless embraces: or they led the vine 215 

To wed her elm; ihe fpous'd, about him twines 
Her marriageable arms , and with her brings 
Her dow'r th* adopted cliifters , to adorn 
His barren leaves. Them thus employed beheld 
With pity HeavVs high King, and to him ealTd 226 
Raphael, the fociable fpirit , that deign'd 
To travel with Tobias, and fecur'd 
His marriage with the feventimes wedded maid. 

R a p h a e t , faid he, thou hear'ft what fti* on earth 
Satan , from Hell fcap'd thro* the darkfome gulf* 
Hath rais'd in Paradife , and how difturb'd 226 

This night the human pair , how he defigns 
In thera at once to ruin all mankind : 
Go therefore, half this day a$ friend with friend v 
Converfe with Adam, in what bow'r or (hade 23P 
Thou find'ft him from the heat of noon retir'd, 
To refpit his day-labor with repaft, 
Or with repofe: and fuch difcourfe bring on, 
As may advife him of his happy ftate , 
Happinefs in his pow'r left free to will, 23 J 

Left to his own free will; his will though free, 
Yet mutuable: whence warn him. to beware 
He ferve not too fecure. Tell him withal 
His danger, and from whom; what enemy 

Late 
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Late fallti himfclf from Hcav'n , is plotting now 240 

The fell of others from like ftatc of Mils : 

By violence? no, for that (hall be withftood; 

But by deceit and lies; this let him know, 

Left wilfully transgrefling , he pretend 

Surprifal, unadinonifti'd , unforewarn'd . 24$ 

So foake th* Eternal Fa t hi 2, and falfiU'd * 
All jumce : nor delaj'd the winged faint 
After his charge received; but from among 
Thoufand coeldtial Ardors , where he ftood 
Veil'd with his gorgeous wings, up fpringing light, 250 
Flew through the midft of Hcav'n : th* Angelic Quires 
On each hand parting , to his fpeed gave way 
Through all th' empyreal road ; till at the gate 
Of Hcav'n arriv'd , the gate felf-open'd wide 
On golden hinges turning, as by work 25$ 

Divine, the fov'reign architect had fram'd. 
From hence (no cloud, or, to obftrud his fight, 
Star intcrpos*d,) however fmall, he fees 
( Not unconform to other rtrining globes ) 
Earth , and the Gard n of G o d , with cedars crown'd 
Above all hills. As when by night the glafs 26 1 
Of X? a 1 1 1 e o , lefs affur'd , oblerves 
Imagind lands and regions in the moon : 
Or pilot from amidft the Cyclases, 
Delos, or Samos, firft appearing kens 265 

A cloudy fpot. Down thither prone in flight 
He fpeeds , and through the vaft ethereal sky 
Sails between worlds and worlds : with fteddy wing 
Now on the polar winds ; then with quick fan 
Winnows the buxom air: till within foar 270 

Of towring eagles , t' all the fowls he feems 
A Phsenix gazd by all, as that fole bird, 
When to infhrinc his reliques in the Sun's 
Bright temple, to /Egyptian Thebes he flies. 
At once on th* eaftern cliff of Paradife 275 

He lights, and to his proper Jhape returns, 

A 
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A Seraph wing'd: fix wings he wore, to (hade 
His lineaments divine; the pair that clad 
Each fhoulder broad* came mantling o'er his bread 
With regal ornament: the middle pait iSd 

Girt like a Harry zone his waift , and round 
Skirted his loins and thighs with downy gold ; 
And colors dip'd in heav'n : the third , his feet 
Shadow'd from either heel with feather'd mail • 
Sky tin&ur'd grain. Like Maia's fon he flood, 285 
And (hook his plumes, that heav'nly fragrance fill'd 
The circuit wide* Straight knew him all the bands 
Of Angels under watch; and to his ftate, 
And to his meffage high in honor rife* 189. 

For on fome mefiage high they guefs'd him bound. 
Their gUtt'ring tents he pafs'd , and now is come 
Into the blifsfull field , through groves of myrrh , 
And flow'ring odors , caffia , nard , and balm ; 
A wildernefs o( fweets ! for Nature here 
Wanton'd as in her prime , and plaid at will 29J 
Her virgin fancies, pouring forth more fweet> 
Wild above rule or art ; enormous Iplifs ! 
Him through the fpicy foreft onward come 
Adam diicern'd, as in the door he fat 
Of his cool bow'r , while now the mounted Sun 300 
Shot down dire& his fervid rays to warm 
Earth's inmoft womb, (more warmth than Adam needs:) 
Aud Eve within, due at her hour piepafd 
For dinner favoury fruits, of tafte to pleafe 
True appetite, and not disrelifh thirft 305 

Of nedarous draughts between , from milky dream, 
Berry or grape; to whom thus Adam cau'd, 

Hafie hither Eve , and Worth thy fight behold 
Eaftward among thofe trees , what glorious lhape 
Comes this way moving j feems another morn 310 
JKis'n on mid-noon; fome great bcheft from Heav'n 
To us perhajs he brings , and will voochfafc 
This day to oe our gucft • But go with fpced* 

And 



d by Google 



BookV. Paradise lost. 113 

And what thy fteres contain, bring forth and pour 
Abundance, fit to honor and receive 31$ 

Our heav'nly ftranger : well we may afford 
Our givers their own gifts, and large beftow 
From large feeftow'd, where Nature multiplies 
Her fcrtil growth, and by disburd'ning grows 
More fruitful* which inftru&s us not to Tpare. 310 

To whom thus Eve. Adam, earth's hallow'd mould 
Of G o d infpir'd ! fmall (lore will ferve ■, where (tore, 
All feafons, ripe for ufe hangs on the ftaik; 
Save what by trugal ftoring firmnefi gains 
To irourifh, and fuperfluous moid con fumes. 31$ 
But I will hafte, and from each bough and brake, 
Each plant, and juicieft gourd, will pluck fuch choite 
To entertain our Angel -gueft, as he 
Beholding (hall confefs, that here on earth 
God hath difpens'd his bounties* as in Heav'n. 330 

So fayihg* with difpatchftU looks in haile* 
She turns, on hofpitable thoughts intent 
What chofce to chufe for delicacy beft, 
What order, fo contrivM as not to mix 
Taftc3> not well join'd, inelegant, but bring 335 
Tafte after tafte> upheld with kindlieft change: 
Beftirs her then , and from each tender ftalk 
Whatever earth all-bearing mother yields 
In India eaft or weft , or middle (hore 
In Pontus, or the Punic coaft, or wnere 340 
Aicinous reign'd, fruit of all kinds, in coat 
Rough, or fmooth rind , or bearded husk* or fhell , 
She gathers ; tribute large ! and on the board 
Heaps with unfparing hand: for drink, the grape 
She crufhes (inoffenfive muft) and meathes 34$ 
Prom many a berry ; and from fwcet kernels pre&d. 
She tempers dulcet creams j nor thefe to hold 
Wants her fit vcffcls pure : then ftrews th^reund 
With rofc, and odors from the fhrub unffto'd. 

H. Mean 
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Mean while our primitive great fire , to meet 350 
His god-like guett , walks forth > without more train 
Accompany f d thart with his own complete 
Perfections ; in himfelf was all his ftate : 
More f folemn than the tedious pomp that waits 
On Princes, when their rich retinue long 3*5 

Of horfcs led , and grooms befmear'd with gold 
Dazles the crowd* and fets them all agape. 
Nearer his prefence Adam though not aw'd , 
Yet with fubmifs approach , and reverence meek , 
As to a fuperior nature, bowing low, 360 

Thus faid . Native of Heaven ! ( for other place 
None can than Heaven fuch glorious fhape contain) 
Since by dcfcendihg from the Thrones above * 
-Thofe happy places thou haft deign'd a while 
To want , and honor thefe , vouchfafe with us 365 
Two only * who yet by fov'reign gift poffefs 
This fpacious ground * in yonder fhady bow'r 
To reft ; and what the garden cboiceft bears 
To fit and tafte, till- this meridian heat 
Be over, and the Sun mote cool decline. 370 

Whom thus th' Angelic Virtue anfwer'd mild. 
Ada*!, I therefore came , nor art thou fuch 
Created, or fuch place haft here to dwell, 
As may not oft invite , though fpirits of Heav'n I 
To vifit thee : lead on then where thy bow'r 37 $ 
O'erlhades; for thefe mid-hours, till ev'ning rife 
I have at will* So to the fylvan lodge 
They came , that like Pomona's arbor fmil'd 
With flowrcts deck'd* and fragrant fmeUs: but Eve 
Undeck'd, five with her felf more lovely fair 380 
Than x Wood-Nymph, or the faireft Goddcfs feign'd 
Of three, that in mount Ida naked ftrove, 
Stood t' entertain her gueft from Heav'n : no veil 
She needed, virtue-proof, no thought infirm 
Alter'd her cheek . On whom the Angel Hail 385 
BeftowM, the -holy falutation us'd 
I^ong after to bleft Mary, fecond Ete. 
s Hal 
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Hail Mother of Mankind! whofe fruitful womb 
Shall fill the world more numerous with thy fons, 
Than with thefe various fruits the trees of Goo 390 
Have heap'd this table. Rais'd of graffy turf 
Their table was, and moffy feats had round: 
And on her ample fquare, from fide to fide, 
All Autumn pil'd , though Spring and Autumn here 
t)anc'd hand in hand. A while difcourfe they hold; 
( No fear left dinner cool ) when thus began 396 
Oar Author. Heav'nly ft ranger! pleafe to tafte 
Thefe bounties which our nourifher, from whom 
- All perfeA good , unmeafur'd out , defcends 
To us for food , and for delight, hath caus'd 400 
The earth to yield : Unfavoury food perhaps 
To fpiritual natures; only this I know, 
*That one celcftial Fat he* gives to all. 

To whom the Angel. Therefore what he gives 
( Whofe praife be ever fung!) to man, in part 40} 
Spiritual , may of pureft fpirits be found 
No ingrat^ful food : and food alike thofe pure 
Intelligent! fubftances require. 
As doth your rational : and both contain 
Within them every lower faculty 4td 

Or fenfe, whereby they hear, fee, fmcll,totich> tafte i 
Tailing conco&, digeft, affimilate, 
And corporeal to incorporeal turn . 
For know, whatever was created, needs 
To be fuftaih'd and fed: of elements +t j 

The grofler feeds the purer * earth the fea; 
Earth and the fea feed air; die air thofe fires 
Ethereal; and as lowed, firft the moon; 
Whence in her r iftge round thofe fpots , unpurg*3 
Vapors , not yet into her fuhftance turn'd • 410 

Nor doth the moon no nourifhment exhale 
From her rooift continent, to higher orbs. 
The Sun , that light imparts to all, receives 

H % Ttom 
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;Frofn ill his alimental recompenfe* 
In humid exhalations; and at ev'n 415 

Sups with fee ocean. Though in Heav'n the trees 
Ot life atnbrofial fruitage bear, and vines 
Yield Nedar ; though from off the boughs each morn 
We brulb meHrftuous dews , and find the ground . 
Covered With pearly grain : yet Gt> d hath here 430 
jVaried his bounty fo with new delights* 
As may compare with Heaven ; and to tafre 
Think not I fhaH be nice. *-- So down theyfi: 
And to their viands fell, nor feemingly 
The Angel, nor in mift, (the common gloft 43s 
Of Theologians) hut with keen difpatch * 
Of real hunger, and concodtive heat 
To tranfubftantiate : what redounds , tranfpires 
Through fpirits with eafe, nor wonder; if by fire 
Of fobty coal the empiric alchymift 440 

Can turn* ot holds it poflible to turn, 
Metals of droffieft ore to pcrfc& Gold, 
As from the mine. Mean while at table Eve 
Minifter'd naked, and their flowing cups 
With pleafant liquors crown'd . O innocence 44$ 
Deferving Paradife! if ever, then, 
Then had the fon* of God excufe fhave been 
Enamor'd at that fight: but in thofe hearts 
Love unlibidibous reign'd, nor jealoufie 
Was underftood, the injur'd lover's hell. ,450 

Thus when with meats and drinks they had faffie'd, 
Not burdened nature, fudden mind arofe 
In A Bam, not to let th'occafion pafs* 
Civ'n him by this great conference , to know 
Of things above this World, and of their being 455 
Who dwell in Heav'n: whofe excellence he law 
Tranfccnd his own fo far , whofe radiant forms » 
Divine effulgence ! whofe high poVr , fo Jar 
Exceeded human; and his wary fpeech 
Thus to th* empyreal miniHer he fram'd* 460 

In* 
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Inhabitant with G o d i now know I weS 
Thy favor, in this honor done to man; 
Under whofe lowly roof thou haft vouchfaf A 
Tx> entei, and thefc earthly fruits to tafte t 
Food not of Angels, yet accepted fo, 46$ 

A* that more willingly thou couldft not feem 
AtHeav'n's highfeafts t'haye fed: yet what compare)!; 

To whom die winged Hierarch reply'd. 
O Adah! one Almighty is, from whom 
All things proceed , and up to him return * 470, 
If not deprav'd from good , created all 
Snch to perfe6tion, one firlt matter all* 
Indq'd with various forms , various degrees 
Of fubftance , and in things that live , of life; 
But more refin'd , more fpiritous , and pure, 47 1 
As nearer to him plac'd , or nearer tending, 
Each in their feveral adive fphears affign'd; 
Till body up to fpirit work • in boundsi 
Projportion'd to. each kind. So, from the root 
Springs lighter the green ftalk; from thetxee the leaves 
More aery; kft, the bright confummate flow'r jfit 
Spirits odorous breathes; flow'rs, and their fruit, 
(Man's nourifhment) by gradual fcale fublim'd, 
To. vital fpiritsafpire, to animal, 
To intelleaual; give both life and fenfe x 485 

Fancy and uoderftanding; whence the foul 
Reafon receives; and reafon h her beings 
Difcourfive, or intuitive; difcourfe 
h ofteft yours, the latter moft is ours; 
wring but in degree , of kind the fame . 490, 

Wonder not then , what G o.p for yot* faw goo4 
KI refufe not, but convert, as you,. 
To proper fubftance. Time may tome, ^a mtSk 
with Angels may participate, aad find 
No inconvenient diet, nor too light fare: 494 

And from thefc corporal nutriments, perhaps «, 
*oar todies may as iaft turn all t& fririt, 

Hi. topr#t'*. 
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Improv'd by trad of time ; and wing'd afcend 

Ethereal, as Ave; or may at choice. 

Here, or in heav'nly Paradifes dwell; 599 

If ye be founp obe p.ient, and retain - . 

Uaakerably firm his love entire , 

Wtiofe progeny you are. Mean while, enjoy 

Your fill what hapjjinefs this happy ftatp 

Can comprehend, incapable of more. 50 j 

To whom the patriarch of mankind rtply'd : 
O' favorable fpirit, propitious gueft! , .-. 
Well haft thou taught the way that might d}i$£ . 
Pur knowledge", and the fcale of nature fet >'" 
From center to circumference; whereon t 519 

In contemplation of created things , ' 

By fteps we may afcend to Gop. But fay, 
What meant that caution joip'd, if te be found 
Obedient? Can we want obedience then 
To him , or poffibly his love defeat 515: 

Who form'd us from the duft , and plac <J us here , 
Full to the utmoft meafure of what blifs 
Humaji de£res pan feek, or apprehend? 

To whom the Angel. Son of heav'n^nd earth, 
Attend 1 That thou art happy, owe to God : 510.: 

?hat tbou continu ft fuch , owe to thy felf , \ . 
hat is , to thy obedience ; therein ftahd . 
This was that caution giv'n thee; he advis'd. 
G o d made thee perfed , not immutable ; 
And gQod he made thee; but to perfevere 515; 

He left it in thy pow'r , ordain'd thy will 
By nature free, not pver-rul'd by fcte' 
"Inextricable , or Arid neceffity. 
Our voluntary feryiae he requires, 
Not our neceflitatedjffuch with him $jq 

Finds no acceptance /nor can find; for how : ' . 
Can hearts , not free,, be try'd whether they fern ' 
.Willing or no , .who will but wfcat they muft . 
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By deftiny, and can no other chufe? 

My feif and all th' Angelic Hoft, that ftand 53; 

In fight of Gpp inthron'd, our happy ftate 

Hold , as you yours , while our obedience holds ; 

On other furety none: freely we ferve, 

Becaufe we freely love; as in our will 

To love, or not, in this we (land or fall. 540 

And forae are fall'n , to difobedience fall'n , 

And fo from Heaven to deepeft Hell; O fall 

From what high ftate of blifs , into what woe l 

To whoni'Our great progenitor. Thy words 
Attend ve* t and with more delighted ear, 545 

Divine inftru#or ! I have heard, than when 
Cherubic fongs by night from ncishb'ring hills 
Aereal mufic fend . Nor knew I not 
To be both will and deed created free; 
Yet that we never (hall forget to love 550 

Our Maker, and obey him whofe command 
Single , is yet fo juft , my conftant thoughts 
Aflur'd me # , and ft ill affure ; though what thou tdTft 
Hath paft in Heav'n , fome doubt within me move , 
But more defire to hear (if thou confent) 555 

The full relation; which muft needs be ftrange, 
Worthy pf facred filence to be heard: 
And we have yet large day , for fcarce the Sun 
Hath finilh'd half his journey , and fcarce begins 
His other half in the great ^onc of heav'n. 56Q 

Thus Adam made requcft, and Raphael . 
After (hort paufe affenting, thus began. 

High matter thou injoinTt me, O prime of men I 
Sad task and hard ! For how ihall I relate 
To human fenfe th' invifible exploits 565 

Of warring fpirits? How* without remorfe, 
The ruin of fo many, glorious once, 
And petfe<$, while they ftood? how, laft, unfold 

c H 4 ThQ 
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The fccrcts of another world , perhaps 

Not lawful to reveal? Yet for thy good, 57^ 

This is difpens'd : and what fujrmoums the reach 

Of human fenfe , I ihall delineate fo,' 

By lik'ning fpiritual to corporeal forms , 

As may exprefs them beft: though, what if earth 

Be hmt the (hadowof heav'fl , and. things therein 575 

Each th' other like , more than on earth u thought !■ 

As yet this world was not, au,d Cwaos wild 
Reign'd where thei'e heav'ns now rowl , where earth 
Upon her centre pojs'd ; when on a day [ijow tefts 
(For time, though in eternity * apply'd 58a 

To rnotioo, meafures a'l tilings durable 
By prefent, paft, and future) on fuch day 
As heavVs great year brings forth, th' empyreal hoft 
Of Angels by imperial fummons call'd, 
Innumerable before th' Almighty's throne 585 

Forthwith, from ajl die ends of Hcav/n, sppear'd 
Under their Hierarchs in orders bright: 
Ten thoufand thoufand enfigns high advane'd, . 
(Standards, ajid gonfalons 't\yi*t \an and fear) 
Stream in the air, and for dillin&iou fer^e 55^0, 

Of Hierarchies, of Qxders, and Degrees: 
Or in their glittering tifties bear lmbta'd* 
Holy memorials , aaa of z^al and love 
Recorded eminent. Thus when in orbs 
Of circuit jne*pr,effi.t>le they flood , $$$ 

Orb within orb, the Father Infinite, , 

By whom in Wifs imbofom'd fat the S on , 
Amidft ( as frpra a flaming mount , whofe t#p 
Brightnefs had made ipvilible) thus fpake. 

Hear all ye Angels , progeny of light , 600, 

Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues, Pow'rs ! 
Hear my decree , which unrevok'd ftiall ftand • 
This day 1 have begot whom 1 declare 
My only Son, and on this holy hili 
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Him have anointed , whom ye now behold 60$ 
At my right hand; your Head 1 him appoint: 
And by my felf have fworn to him (hall bow 
AJ1 knees in Heav'n , and ihall confefs him Lord. 
Under 'his great Vice-gerent reign abide 
United , as one individual foul , . 6xo 

For ever happy : Him who difobeys , 
Me difobeys, breaks union* and that day 
Caft out from God, and blefled viiion , falls 
lnt,a utter darknefs , deep ingulf d , his place 
Ordain'd without redemption, without end, tfxj 

So fpake th' Omnipotent , and with his words 
All feern'd well pleas'd ; all feem'd , but were not aQ« 
• That day , as other folemn days , they fpent 
In fong and dance about the facred bill ; 
J4y(Hcal dance , ( which yonder itarry fphcar . tflO 
Of Planets and of rlx'd in all her wheels 
Refembles nearcit, mazes intricate, 
Eccentric, intervolv'd, yet regular 
Then mgft , when molt irreguiar they feem , ) 
And in their motions harmony divine 615 

So fmooths her charming tones , that G o n's own ear 
Ljftens delighted . Ev'ning now approach'd 
(For we have alfo our evning and our morn , 
We ours for change delegable , not need ) 
Forthwith, from dance to fweet rcpaft they turn 639 
Defirous: all in circles as they flood, 
Tables are fet x and on a fudCen pil'd 
' With Angels food , and rubied Ncftar |k)ws 
In pearl , in diamond , and mafly gold , 
Fruit of delicious vines ^the growth of Heav'n! 63$ 
Qn flow'rs repos'd, and with frefh flowrets crown'd, 
They eat , they drink , and in communion fwect 
Quaff immortality and joy, (fccure 
Of furfeit , where full meafure only bounds 
Excefs) before th' all-bounteous King, who (bowr'd 
With copious hand, rejoicing in their |oy, 641 

H 5 Now 
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Now when ambrofial night with clouds exhal'd 
From that high mount of G o n, whence light & (hade 
Spring both , the face of brighteft heav'n had chang'd 
To grateful twilight ( for night comes net there 64$ 
In darker veil) and rofeate dews difpos'd 
All but th' unfleeping eyes qf God to reft ; 
Wide over all the plain , and wider far 
Than all this globoie earth in plain out-fpread , 
( Such are the courts of G p ! ) th* Angelic throng 
Difpcrft in bands and files , their camp extend 6jr 
By living ftreams among the trees of life, 
Pavilions numberlefs, and fudden rear'd, 
Coelefrial tabernacles, where they flept 
Fann'd with cool winds ; fa ve thole who in their courfe 
Melodious hymns , about the fov'reign throne, 656 
Alternate all night long. But not fo wak'd 
Satan, ( fo call him now , his former name 
Is heard no more in Heaven ) He of the firft, 
If not the flrft Arch-Angel , great in pow r, 66a 
In favor and preeminence, yet fraught 
With envy againft the Son of Gqd, that $ay 
Honor'd by his great Father, and proclaim'd 
M e sTs 1 a h , King anointed , could not bear 
Thro' pride that fight, & thought himfelf impair'd, 66*5 
Deep malice thence conceiving and difdain , 
Soon as midnight brought on the dusky hour , 
Friendlieft to fieep and filence , he refolv'4 
With all his legions to diflodge , and leave. 
Unworfhip'd , unobey'd the throne fupreme , 670 
Contemptuous, and his next fubordinate 
Awak'ning, thus to him in fecret fpake. 

< Sleep'ft thou, companion dear ! what fleep can dofe 
Thy eye-lids, and reniember'ft what decree 
Of yelterday, fo late hath pad the lips 675 

Of Heaven's Almighty? Thou to me thy thoughts 
Wail wont, I mine to thee was wont t' impart: 
Both waking we were one; how then, can now 
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Thy flccp diffent? New laws thou feed impos'd : 
New laws from {rim who reigns, new minis may rvfc 
Jn us wty> ferve; new couniels, to debate 681 

What doubtful may enfue : more in this place 
To utter is not fafe. Afiemble thou 
Of all thofe myriads which we lead the chief: 
Tell them that by command , e'er yet dim night 68$ 
HeJ^ftiadowy cloud withdraws , I am to hade 
(And all who under me their banners wave) 
Homeward , with flying march t where we poffefs 
The quarters of the north ; there to prepare 
Ffr entertainment to receive our King, 690 

The great Messiah, and his new comman4s; 
Who fpeedily through all the Hierarchies 
Intends to pafs triumphant, and give laws. 

So fpalje* the folfe Arch- Angel, and infus'd 
Bad influence into th' unwary breaft 69$ 

Or his affotitte: he together calls, 
Or feveral one by one , the regent Pow'rs , 
(Under Him regent) tells, as he was taught, 
That the Moft High commanding, now e'er night, 
Now e'er dim night had dilincumbcr'd hcav'n , 700 
The great hierarchal ftandard was to move : 
Tells the fuggefted caqfe , and calls between 
Ambiguous words , and jealoufies , to found 
Or taint integrity: but aU obey'd 
The wonted fignal , and fuperior voice 705 . 

Of their great Potentate.; (for great indeed 
His name, and high was bis degree in Heav'n ) 
His count'nance , as the morning ftar that guides 
The ftarry flock , allur'd them ; and with lies 
Drew after him tfie ttyr4 p*rt of Heav n/s hoft, 710 

Mean-while th* Eternal eye, whofe fight difcems 
Abftrufeft thoughts, from forth his holy mount, 
And from within the golden lamps that burn 
Nightly before him , faw without their light 

Re- 
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Rebellion riling, faw in whom, how fprea4 71 J 
Ampng the Sons of Morn , what multitudes 
Were banded to oppofe his high decree ; 
And fmiling to. his only Sutf thus faid. 

Son, Thou in whom my glory I behold 
In full refplendence , Heir of all my rpight ! 7^01 
Nearly it now concerns us to be lure 
Of our Omnipotence; and with what arms 
We mean to hold what arjttently wc claim 
Of Deity or empire: fuch a foe 
Is riling , who intends t' ereft his throne * jz $ 
Equal to ours, throughout the fpacious north: 
Nor fo content f hath in his thought to try 
In battel, what our paw'r is, or our right. 
Let us advife, and to this hazard draw 
With fpeed what force is left , and all employ 730 
In our defenfe, left unawares we lofc 
This our high place , our fenftuary , out hifl. 

To whom the Son/wj* calm afpe£l t and clear; 
(Light'ning divine, ineffable, ferene!) 
Made anfwer . Mighty Father , Thou thy foes 735 
Juftly haft in derinon, and fecure 
Laugh'ft at their vain defigns, and tumults vaio: 
Matter to me of glory , whom their hate 
Illurtrates , when they fee all regal pow'r 
Giv'n me to quell their pride ; and m event • 74a 
Know whether I be dextrous to fobdue 
Thy Rebels, or be found the worft in Hcav'a. 

So fpalce the S o n : but S a„t an with his Pow'n 
Par was advanced on winged fpeed ; an hoft 
Innumerable as the ftars of night , 745 

Or ( ftars of morning ) dew-drops, which the Sua 
Impearls on every leaf and every flow'r. 
Regions they pafs'd , and mighty regencies 
Of Seraphim, and Potentates j, and Thrones, 

IP 
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In their triple degrees; (Regions to which 7j© 

All thy dominion > Adam, is no more 
Than what this garden is to all the earth , 
And all the Tea; from one entire globofe 
Stretch'd into longitude) which hating pafs'd, 
At length into the limits of the north 75$ 

They came, and,S atan to his royal feat 
High on a hill , for blazing ( t$ a mount 
Rais'd on a mount ) with pyramid!, and tow'rs 
From diamond quarries hew'n , and rocks of gold , 
The PaUa of great Lvcirsi; (fo call * 760 

That ftru&ure in the dialed of men 
Interpreted) which not long after he, 
AffeAing all equality with God, 
In imitation of that mount whereon 
Messiah was declar'd in fight of Heat'A , 76$* 
The Mountain of the Congregation call'd, 
For thither he aflcmblcd all his train , 
Pretending fo commanded, to confute 
About the great reception of their King, 
Thitherto come, and with calumnious art 770 
Of counterfeited truth thus held their ears . 

Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues, Pow f rs I 
If thcfe magninc titles yet remain 
Not merely titular! fince by decree 
Another now hath to himfelf ingrofs'd 775 

All pow'r , and us eclips'd under the name 
Of King anointed ; for whom all this hafte 
Of midnight- march, and hurry'd meeting here, 
This only to confute, how we may beft 
With what may be devis'd of honors new 780 

Receive him , coming to receive from us 
Knee-tribute yet unpaid , proflration vile ! 
Too much to one ! but double how indur'd, 
To one, and to his image now proclaim'd? 
But what if better counfefc might ere& 785 

Our minds, and tfcach us to caU ofi this yoke? 

WiU 
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Will ye fubmit your necks, and chufe to betid 
T'ie fupple knee? Ye will not, if I truft 
To know ye right; or if ye know your felves 
Natives and fons oTHeav'n , pofleft before 790 

By none, and if not equal all, yet free* 
"Equally free: for orders and degrees 
Jar not with liberty, but well confift. 
Who can in reafon then, or right,. affume 
Monarchy over fuch as live by right • 795 

His equals, if ih pow'r and fplendor lefSj 
-In freedom equal? or can introduce 
Law and edidt on us, who without law 
Err not , much lefs for this to be our Lord, 
And look for adoration * to th'abufe 8oi 

Of thofe Imperial Titles which affert . 
Our beitfg ordain'd to govern , not to fcrve ? 

Thus far his bold difcourfe without controut 
Had audience ; when among the Seraphim , 
A b b 1 e t , ( than whom none with more zeal adbfj 
The Deity, arid divine commands bbey'd^ 806 
Stood up, and in a flame of zeal fevere* 
The current of his fury thus opposed. 

O argument blafphemous , falfe and proud I 
Words which no ear ever to hear in Heav'n 8tp 
Expected, lead of all from thee , ingrate! 
In place thy felf fo high above thy peers. 
Canft thou with impious obloquy condemn 
The jult decree of God , pronoune'd and ftvorn) 
That to his only Son, by right indu'd 81 j 

With r^gal fceptre, every foul in Heav'n 
Shall bend the knee, and ih that honor due 
Confefs him rightful King ? Unjuft , thott fay'ft, 
Flatly unjuft f to bind with laws the free, 
And equal over equals to let reign, • 8i6 

One over air with unfqeceeded pow'r: **- 
Shalt thou give law to God? fljalt thou diftute 

With 
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With him the points of liberty , who made 

Thee what thou art? & form'd the Pow'rs of HeaVn 

Such as he pleas'd, and circumfcrib'd their being? 8zj 

Yet, by experience taught 9 we know how good, 

And of our good * and of our dignity 

How provident he is ; how far from thought 

To make us lefs; bent rather to exalt 

Our happy ftate, under one Head more near $30 

United . But to grant it thee unjuft , 

That eoual over equals monarch reign: 

Thy felt (though great & glorious) doft thou count. 

Or all Angelic nature join'd in one , 

Equal to him begotten S tf n ? By whorii * 835. 

As by his Worp, the mighty Father made 

All things , ev'n thee , and all the fpirits of Heav n , 

By him created in their bright degrees; 

Crown'd them with glory , and to their glory nam'd 

Thrones , Dominations , Princedoms , Virtues, Pow'rs* 

Eficntial Pow'rs ! nor by his reign obfeur'd , 841 

But more iliuftrious made, fince he the Head 

One of $ur number. thus redue'd becomes ; 

His laws* our laws , all honor to him done 

Returns our own . Ceafe then this impious rage> %$$ 

And tempt not thefe; but haften to appeafe 

Th' incenfed Father, and th' incenfed Son, 

While pardon may be found, in time befought. 

So fpake the fervent Angel : but his *eal 
None feconded, as out or feafon judg'd, 8jo 

Or lingular and rafh: whereat rejoie'd 
Th'apoftatc, and more haughty thus reply'd. 

That we were fortn'd then, fay 'ft thou ?& the work 
Of fecondary hands, by task transfer'd 854 

From F a t h e r to his Son ? Strange point & new I 
Doctrine which We would know whence lear'nd: who 
"When this creation was ? Remember'ft thou [faw 
Thy making, while the Maker gave thee being? 

We 



d by Google 



ti8 PARADISE LOST. Book V* 

We know no time when we were hot as no*; 
Know none before us; felf-begot, felf-rais'd 860 
By our own quick'ning pow'r , when fatal courfe 
Had circled his full orb , the birth mature 
Oi this our native Heav'n , ethereal fons . 
Our puiffance is our own ♦ our own right hand 
Shall teach us higheft deeds , by proof to try 8<j 
Who is our equal : then / thou fhalt behold 
Whether by Amplication we intend 
Addrefs , and to begird th' Almighty throne 
Befeeching or bcfieging. This report, 
Thefe tidings, carry to th* anointed King; , 870 
And fly , e're evil intercept thy flight / 

' He faid » and , as the found of waters deep , 
Hoarfe murmur echo'd to his words applaufe , 
Through the infinite hpft : nor lefs for that 
The flaming Seraph fearlefs, though alone 875 

Incompafs'd round with foes, thusanfwer'd bold. 

O alienate from G d * O fpirit accurft , 
Forfaken of all good/ I fee thy, fall * 
Determined , and thy haplefs crew involv'd 
In this perfidious fraud, contagion fpread 880 

Both of thy crime and puni(hment. Henceforth 
No more be troubled how to quit the yoke 
Of God's Messiah: thofe indulgent laws 
Will not be now vouchfafd; other .decrees 
Againft thee are gone forth without recall . 885 
That golden fceptre which thou didft reject, 
Is now an iron rod . to bruife and break 
Thy difobedience. well thou didft advife; 
Yet not for thy advice, or threats, 1 fly 
Thefe wicked tents devoted ; left the wrath * 890 
Impendent, raging into fudden flame 
Diftinguilh not : for foon expect to feel 
His thunder on thy head, devouring fire/ 
Then who created thee lamenting learn, 
When who can un&eate thee thou (halt know . 895 

So 
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So fpake the Seraph Abdul, faithful found, 
Among the faitbleft faithful only bet . 
Among innuraeubk falfc, unmpv'd, 
Unftiaken, unfedue'd, unterrify'd., . . . 
His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal; $60 

Nor number, notr example with him wroughf 
To fwerve from truth , or change his conftant mind 
Though iingle. From amidft them forth he pafs'd, 
Long way throtlgh hoflile fcorn, whkh, he Main'd t 
Superior, nor of violence fear'd ought: 90J 

And, with retorted fcorn , his back, he turn'd 
On thofc proud tow'i* tp fwift.deftrudion doom'd . 

PARADISE LOST, 

;/ o o k r i. 

; ■ L' 1 ' , ' . '■ .' ■ ——rr, '- L ~ 

•The AA6 UMENT, 

Raphael continues. to relate 0*00 Michael and Gabriel 
were font forth to battel againfl Satan and hisAngelu 

c The- firfi fight defcrU'd : Satan and his Powers retire 
under night : he tails a council, invents dev'diJJj engine?, 
which in the fecond days fight put Michael and bis 
Angels to fpme di for der\ hut they at length fulling up 
mountains overwhelm d both the force and machines of 

t ; Satan. Tet the tumult not fo ending, God on the 
third day fends Messiah his B on , for whom he 
had tefervd the g\ory of that vi6iofy : He in the bower 
pi his Father coming to the place , and caufing all 
his legions to fiand ftill on either fide , with his chariot 
and thunder -driving into the midft of his enemies , 

. ferfues them , watte to refift , towards the wall of 

,.'•** 1 Heavh ; 
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fieavfi; kMib"c f€*i*& , they leap down <ucitw horror 
and confujion into the place ofpumjbment prepared for 
them in the Deep > Messiah returns with triumph 
to his Father. 

[ L L night the dr*adleft Angel , tinperfu'di 
Thro* Heav'n's wide champain held his 

Way , till Morn , 
Wak'd by the tirding Hoots, with rofy 
hand 

Unbarr'd the gates of light. There is a cav« 
Within the mouttt of Gob, ftft by his throne, 5 
Where light and darknefs in perpetual round 
Lodge 6c dislodge by turns* which rotfces thro'Heava 
tSrateful vrciffitude, like day and night: 
Light iflues forth , and at the other door 
Obfcquious darknefs enters > till her hour 10 

To veil the heav'n, (tho f darknefs there might well 
Seem twilight^ ere) and now went forth the Morn, 
Such as ih nigheft HeaV'n , array'd in gold 
Empyreal; from before her vaniih'd nigrum 
Shot thro' with orient beams: when all the plain 1$ 
Coveir'd with thitk imbattled' fquddrons bright, 
Chariots , and flarning arms , and fiery Heeds , 
kefleding blaie on blate , firft met his view. 
War he pefceiv'd* war in procinfi, and found 
Already known what he for news had thought i# 
To have reported: gladly then he mix'd 
Among thole friendly Pow'rs, Whahim receiv'd 
/With joy ^nd acclamations loud, that One, 
That of to many myriads fall'n, yet One 
Retum'd , not loft. On to the facred bill tj 

They led him high applauded , and prefent v 
Before the feat fupreme; from whence a voice, 
From midft a golden cloud , thus mild was heard. 

Servant of G o b , well done ! well haft thou fought 
The better fight , who fingle haft maintained . 39 

Again!! 
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Againft revolted multitude* the taufe 
O? truth , in word mightier than they in arms: 
And for the tcftimony of truth haft bora 
univerfal reproach ; far worfe to bear 
Than violence : for thy was all thy care* 3$ 

To nahd approv'd in fight of G o d , tho' worlds 
}udg*d thep perverfc. Tne cafier conaucft now 
Remains thee • aided by this hoft of friends , 
Back on thy foes mare glorious to return , 
Than fcorn d thou didft depart; and to fubdue 40 
fey force, who reafon fdr their law refufe, 
Right reafon for their law ; and for their King 
Messiah, who by right of merit reigns . 
Go, Michael, of coelcftial armies ranee , 
And thou, in military prowefs nextj 45 

G a b it t fi l , lead forth to battel thefe iny fons 
Invincible; lead forth my armed Saints, 
By thoufands and by millions rang'd for fight; 
Equal in number to that godlefs crew, 
Rebellious: them with fire, and hoftile arms, 56 
Fearkfs affault ; and to the brow of Heav'n 
Perfuing, Srive them but from G o is , and blifs, 
Into their place of punirtiment, the gulph 
Of TAiTARti, which ready opens wide 
His fiery Chaos to receive theit fall* 55 

. So fpake this Sovereign Voice, ahd clduds began 

To darken all the hill 9 and fmoke to rowl 

In dusky wreathes, reludtant flames, the fign 

Of wfath awak'd. Nor with lefs dread the loud 

Ethereal trumpet from on high 'gah blow: Co 

At which command , the Powers militant 

That flood for Heav'n , ( in mighty quadrate join'd 

Of union irrefiftible) mov'd on 

In fUence their bright legions, t<5 the found 

Of inftrumental harmony , that breath'd 6$ 

Heroic ardor to adventurous deeds , 

Under their God-like Leaders, in the cauft 

I 2 Of 
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Of God and his Messiah. Oti they move 
Indiflolu'bly firm; nor obvious "hill*, 
Nor ftreit'ning ^ate, nor wood, nor ftfeam divided 7b 
Their perfect ranks; for high above the ground 
Their march wa* , and the paflive" air up-bore 
Their nimble tread : as when the total kind 
Of birds, in orderly array on wing, 
Came fummon'd over Eden, to receive 7j 

Their names of thee : fo , over many a traft 
Of Heav'n they march'd,and many a province wide, 
Tenfold the length of this terrene . At laft, 
Far in th' horizon to the north afppear'd , 
From skin to skirt a fiery region , ftretch'd 80 

Jn battailous afped, and nearer view 
Bridled with upright beams innumerable 
Of rigid fpear's, and helmets throngM, and fhields 
Various , with boaftful argument portraid , 
The banded Pow'rs of Satan, halting on 85 

With furious expedition : for they ween'd 
That felf-fanre day by fight , or by furprize 
To win the mount of G o to } and on nis jhrone 
To fet the envier of his ftate, the proud 
Afpirer ; but their thoughts prov'd fond and vain 90 
Jn the mid-way. Though ftrange to us it feem'd 
At firft , that Angel (hould with 1 Angckwar , 
And in fierce honing meet, who wont to meet 
So oft in feftrvals of joy, and love 
Unanimous , as fons of one great Sire , 95 

Hymning th* Eternal Father: but the fhout 
Of battel now .began , and ruining found 
"Of on-fet ended loon each milder thought. 
High in the midft, exalted as a God, 
Th'apoftate Hi his fun-bright chariot fat, iod 

Idol of majefly divine ! inclos'd 
With flaming Cherubim , and golden fhields : 
Then , lighted from his gorgeous throne , ( for now 
'Twixt holt and^hoft but narrow fpace was left, 
. A dreadful interval! and from to front tcAj 

Prc- 
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Preferred flood in terrible array, 
Of hideous length ) before the cloudy van , 
On the rough edge of battel e're it join'd, 
Satan, with vaft and haughty ftrides advanced, 
Came tow'ring, arm'd jn adamant and gold: 119 
Abdiel that fight indur'd not , where he flood 
Among the mightieft, bent on hitfieft deeds;. 
And thus his own undaunted hearTcxplores . 

O Heav'n ! that fuqh refcmblance of the Higheft 
Should yet remain, where faith and fealry 115; 
Remain not : wherefore ftiould not ftrcngth & might 
There fail, where virtue fails; or weakeft prove 
Where boldeftr' Though to fight unconquerable, 
His puiilance ( trufting in th' Almighty's aid \ ) 
I mean to try ; whofe reafon I have try'd iiq 

Urifound and falfe : nor is it ought but juft , 
That he who. in debate of trurtf hath won , 
Should win in arms; in both difputes ahke 
Victor; though brutifh that conteft and foul, 
When rea(pn harh to deal with force; yet fo ia$ 
l*loft reafon is that reafon overcome. 

So pondering , and from his armed Peers 
Forth-flepping oppofite, half way he met 
His daring foe, at this prevention more 
Infcens'd, and thus fccurely him defy'd. 130 

Proud^att thou met ? thy hope was to have reach'd 
The height of thy afpiring unoppos'd , 
The Throne of G o n unguarded , and his fide . 
Abandon'd at the terror of thy pow'r , 
Or potent tongue: fool! not to think how vain 135 
Againfl th' Omnipotent to rife in arms: 
Who , out of fmalleft things , could without end \ 
Have raised inceffant armies to defeat 
Thy folly; or with folitary hand, 
Reaching beyond aH limit at one blow* 14* 

I 3 Unaided 
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Unaided could have finilh'd thee, and whclm'd 
Thy legions under darknefs: but thou feeft 
All are not of thy train; there be who fait]} 
Prefer, and piety tq God, though then 
To thee not vifible, when I alone $45 

Seem'd in thy world erroneous to diflfent 
From all : my Seft thou feeft; now learn too late 
How fcw fomttitpes may know, when tfcoufands err. 

iVhom the mud foe, with fcornfol eye askance. 
Thus anfwer a. Ill for thee, tyt in wifad hour !$• 
For my revenge , firft fought for thou return'ft 
From flight, feditious Angel \ to receive 
Thy merited reward, the firft: affay 
Of this, right hand prpvol^d, ftnee firft tha^ tongue, 
Infpir'd with contradiction , durft oppofe 15$ 

A third part pf the Qods, in fyriod met - 
Their Deities, f aflert : who. while they ftej 
Vigor divine within them ', can allow 
Omnipotence to none. But well thou com'ft 
Before thy fellows, ambitious to win * io*q 

From me feme plume ; that thy fuccefs may fhow 
Definition tp the reft : t^is paufe between, 
(Unanfwer'd left thou boaft) tp let thee kno.w, 
At firft I thought that liberty , and Hcav'n , 
To heav nly fouls had been aty one ; but now l$j 
I fee that moft through floth had rather fervi, 
Mihi^ring fpirits , train'd up in feaft and fongl 
Such haft thau armM , the minftrelfy of Heav/n, 
Servility with freedom to. contend, 
As botft theij; deeds compar'4 this day ihall prove. 170, 

To whom in brief thus A*diil ftern reply'd.. 
Apoftate, (till thou err'ft, noj: end wilt find 
Of erring , from the path of truth remote : 
Unjuftly tho.u dcprav'ft it with the name 
Of Strvhiuk, to ferve whom God ordains, ijj 
Or Nature; Gob and Nature bid the fame, 

Wfect* 
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When he who roles is worthieft, and excels 
Them whom he governs. This is fcrvkude . 
To ferve th'unwife, or him who hath rebell'd 
Againft his worthier, as thine now ferve thee, i8q 
Thy 4&f not free , but to thy felf inthralTd ; 
Yet leudly dar'rl our miniflring upbraid. 
Reign thou in Hell thy kingdom , let me fervt 
In Heav'n Goo ever bleft, and his divine 
Behefts obey, worthieft to be ohey'd! xt% 

Yet chains in Hell, not realms exped: mean while 
From me return'd, as erft thou faidft, from flight, 
This greeting on thy impious creft receive. 

* So faying 9 < a noMe ftroke he lifted high, 
Which hung not , but fo fwift with tempeft fell 190 
On the proud creft of S a t a n , that no fight , 
Nor motion of fwift thought , lefs could his fhicld 
Such ruin intercept: ten paces huge 
Vie hack rccoil'd; the tenth, on bended knee* 
His maffy fpear upftaid : as if on earth 19; 

Winds under ground , or waters, forcing way, 
Sidelong had pufo'd a mountain from his feat. 
Half-funk with all his Pines. Amazement fais'd 
The rebel thrones, but greater rage, to fee 
Thus foil'd their Mightteft: ours joy filTd,and ihoi«y 
Prefage of vi&ory and fierce defire 201 

Of- battel : whereat Michael hid found 
Th* Arch-Angel trumpet ; through, the vaft of Heav'n, 
It founded, and the faithful armies rung 
Hofanna to the Higheft : nor ftpod at gaze 105 
The a^verfe legions , nor lefs hideous join'd 
The horrid ihock. Now ftorming fury rofe, 
And clamor , fuch as heard in Heav'n till now 
Was never; arms on armor clafhing bray'd 
Horrible difcord, and the madding wheels zro 

Of brazen chariots rag'd : dire was the noife 
Of conflict! over head the difmal hifs 
pf fiery darts in filming vollies #w; 

1 4 And 
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And flying ♦ vfcuketf either hoft with fac. 
So under fiesy. Cope, together rufli'd '*'• *if % 

Both l Bands main <, : With ruinoi^. afiault 
<Aftd inextinguiftiable rage : all Heav'n 
Refounded ; and had earth been then , all earth 
Had to her centre (hook . What wonder * wheri 
Millions of fierce encountring Angels; fpught iz,+ 
On either fide , the lead of whom could wicW 
Thefe elements , and arm him with the force 
Of all their regions: how much wore of pow'r 
Army a&ainft army, numberlefc, to raife 
Dreadful oomboftton warring, anddifturb, ^i| 

Though not deftroy , their happv native feat / 
Had not th* Eternal King omnipotent,. f - 

*From his ftrong hold of Heav'n , high over-rrurd - 
And limited their might: though nqmber'd fuch , 
As each divided legion. might have feem'd 239 

A numerous hoft; in ftrength , each armed hand* 
A legion ; 'ted in fight, yet leade* ftem'd 
ffoch warrior; fingle, as in chief , expert 
When to* advance, ,©r.(hnd r or turn the fway 
Of battle, open when, and When to cloft 13$ 
The ridges of grim war : no thought of flight , 
None of retreat, no unbecoming deed 
That argu<i.fear; each on hirhftlf rely'd, 
As only in his arm the moment lay > 
Of vidory;'. t)eeds of eternal fame 149 

-Were done,. but infinite; for wide was fpread 
That war,. and various: fometimeson firm ground 
A landing fight; then , foaring on rnain wing , 
Tormented -all the. air ; all air i$erri*d then 
Conflicting fire:* liong time in even fcale 441 

The battle hung ; ttH S a t a n » ( who that day 
Prodigious. pow'r had (hewn, and met in arqu 
Ha equal) ranging through the dire attack 
Of righting Seraphim confus'd , at length 
Saw where the foqrd ofMicHAEi fmote , & fcB*4 
£qu*droriS ^t once^ with hujjc twfc-h&nded, fway i$j 
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BrandiftYd aloft, the horrid edge came down 
Wide-Wafting 1 fuch deftruction to withftand 

r He halted, and oppqs'd the rocky orb 
Of ten-fold adamant, his ample fhield, *jj 

A vaft circumference J At his approach 
The great Arch-Angel from his warlike toil 
Soreeas'd ; and glad , as hoping here to end 
Jnteftine war in Heav'n, th' arch-foe fubdu'd, 

1 Or captive drag'd in chains, with hofiile frown, 160 
And vtfage ail inflanVd, firft thus began • 

Author of evil / unknown till thy revolt , 
Unnam'd in Heav'n.now plenteous, (as thou feed) 

t Thefe acls of hateful ftrifc; hateful to all, 
Though heavieft (by juft meafure) on thy felf, %$$ 
Arid thy adherents : how haft thou difturb'd 
Heav*n> bleffdd peace ,, and into nature brought 
Mifery, uncreated till 'the crime 
v - Of thy rebellion / how haft thou inftilTd 

Thy malice- into thoqfands , once upright ' 170 
And faithful , now prov'd falfe/ But think not here 
To trotjhle holy reft ; Heav'n cafts thee out 
From all her confines: Heav'n, the feat of phis, 

. Brooks not the works of violence and war. 
Hence then/ and Evil go with thee along, %i j 
Thy offspring, to the place of evil , Hell ; 
Thou and thy wicked crew/ there mingle broils; 
E're this avenging fword begin thy doom , 
Or fpme more hidden vengeance, wing'd from Goq, 
Precipitate thee with augmented pain, 180 

So fpake the Prince q( Angels ; to whom thqs ' 
The Adverfary . Nor think thpu with wind 
, Qf aery threats to awe, whom yet with deeefs 
Thou canit not , Haft thou tqrn'd tjie leaft of thefe 
To flight, or if to fall, but that they rife £% 

UnvanquiftYd , eafier to* tranfacT with me, 
That thou fhouldft hope, imperious/ and with' threats 
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To dftfe me hence f Err not that fc (hall en4 
The ftilfe which thou callTt evil , but we ftyle 
The ftrife of glory ; which we mean to win ipci 
Or turn this Heav'n it felf into the Hell 
Thou fableft; here however to dwell ifree, 
If not tb reign : mean while thy utmoft force 
( Ajid join him nam'd Ai,mi$htv to thy aid > ) 
I fly not; but have fought thee far and nigh- 2$$ 

They ended parle, and both addrcft for fight 
Unfpeakab{e : for who , though with the tongue 
Of Angels, can relate, or to what things 
Liken on earth confpicuous, that may hft 
Human imagination to fuch height 306 

Of Godlike pow'r ? For likeft Gods they fcem't! t 
Stood they or moy-d, in ftature, motion, arms, 
Fit to decide the empire of great Heav'n .. 
Now wav'd their fiery fwords , and in the air 
Hade horrid circles ; two brpad funs their (Welds 30$ 
Blaz'd oppofite, while expedation ftood 
In horror: from each hand with fpeed retij'd; 
Where crft was thickeft fight, th'amjelic throng; 
And left large field, unfafe within the wind. 
Of fuch commotion : fuch as (to fet forth 310 

Great things by fmall) if Nature's concord broke, 
Among the conftellations war were fprung, 
Two planets rurtiing from afpeft malign 
Of fierceft oppofition • in mid-sky , 
Should combat , and their jarring fphears confound . 
Together both , with next t' almighty arm 316 

Up-lifte4 imminent , one ftrofce they aim'd 
That might determine, and not need repeat f 
(As not of pow'r, at once) nor odds appear'd 
In might or fwift prevention : but the fword 310 
Of MiCHAit from the armory of Got> 
Wasgiv'n him temper'd fo ,' that neither keen 
Nor^ Jolid might refift that edge : it met 
The fword pf S a t a n , with ft$ep force to finite * 

Pefcendinj; 
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Dcfcending, and m half cut (hcert nor ftaid, 31^ 
But with iwift wheel reverfe , deep cntring lhar'd 
All his right fide: then Satan firft knew pain , 
'And writb'd him to and fro convolv'd ; fo for$ 
The griding (word with difepntinuous wound 
■pafs'd thrpniim:hat th' ethereal fubftance dos'd , 330 
Not long divisible ; and from the gafh 
A ftream of neftarous humor iffuing flow'd , 
'Saqguin (fuch as cceleftial fpirits may bleed,) 
And all his armor ftain'd , e're while fo bright, 
forthwith on all fides to his aid was run 335 

By Angels many, and ftrong, who interpos'd 
Defenfe; while others bore him on their (hte)ds 
Back to his chariot; where it flood retir'd 
From off the files of war: there they him laid 
Gnafhing for anguilh, and defpite, and (hame, 340 
To find Jiimfelf not matchtefs , and his pride 
Humbled by fuch rebuke, fo far beneath 
His confidence to equal God in powV. 
Yet foon he heal'd; for fpirits that live throughout 
Vital in .every part, (not, as frail man, 345 

In entrails, heart or head, liver or reins) 
Cannot but by annihilating die : 
Nor in their liquid texture mortal wound 
Receive, $o more than can the fluid air: 
All heart they live, all head, all eye, all ear t p 3J0 
All intellect, all fenfe; and as they pleafe, 
•They limb themfelves, an4 color, (hape ajid ihe 
^flume, as likes them beft, condenfe pr rare. 

Mean while in other parts like deeds deferv'd 
Memorial, where the might ofGAi*xBi fought; 
And with fierce en/igns piere'd the deep array 356 
Of Mqloc, furious King ! who him defy'd , 
And at his chariot wheels to drag him bound 
Tf hreaten'd , nor from the Holy One of Heav'n 
Refrain'd his tongue blafphemous: but anon 3^ 
Down cloven to *he wafte, with ftaucr/d arms 

And 
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And uncouth pain fled bellowing . : Q$ each wing 

U n x e i , and Raphael, his vaunting foe 

(Though huge, and in a rock of diamond arnVd) 

Vanquilh'd, Adrameuc, aod A-smadai, 36$ 

Two potent Thrones I that to be lefs than Gods • 

Pif4ain\d; but meaner thoughts learnd in their flighf, 

Mangl'd with gaftly wounds thro* plate and mail. 

Nor ftoQd unmindful A^diel, to annoy 

The atheift- crew, but with redoubl'd blow £jo 

A^tEL, and A*ioq, and the violence 

Of Rami* l fcorxh'd and Wafted overthrew, --• . 

I might relate of thoufands , and their names 
Eternise here on earth; but thofe eledfc 
Angete, contented with their fame in Heav'n, 375 

^Jeekj not the praife of men: the other fort, 
In might though wondrous , and in a<fts of war % • 
Nor or renown lefs eager , yet hy doom 
Cancel'd from Heav'n ,apd facred memory, 
Nameleft in dark oblivion let them dwell . 380 

For ftrength from truth divided, and fromjuft, 

* IQaudable 9 nought merits but difpraife 
And ignominy; yet to glory afpires, 
Vain-glorious, and through infamy feeks feme; 
Therefore eternal fiience be their doom I 385 

And now, their mightieft quell'd, the battel fwcn'd, 
Wjth many an inrode eor'd; deformed rout 
Enter/4* and foul dilordcr ; all the ground 
With (hiver d armor ftrown . and on a heap 
Charcot and charioteer lay overturn/d, 390 

A'ndiiery foaming -ftecds; what flood* recoil'4 

, Q'er-wearied, thrc* the iaint Satanic hoft 
pefenfive fcarc$, or with pale fear.furpriVd; . 
Then firft witb fear furpriz'fJ , and fenle of pain *. 
Fled ignpminiqys; {$ fitch evil hrought , 395 

c By fin of difabeaieiice ; till that hour* 
Not. liable^ to S$*x, ,<$, flight, or pain* 

*rO " " ' ' "" F*r 
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Far othcrwife th* inviolable. Saints , 

In cubic phalafix firm , advanced entire , 

Invulnerable > impenetrably, arm'd: - 400 

Such high advantages their innocence 

Gave thetn -above thek foes , not to have finn'd , 

Not to have difobey'd i in fight they flood 

Unwearied , unobnoxious to be pain'd 404 

By wound, *ho' from their place *y violence mov'd. 

Now Night her courfe began ,. and over Hcav'n r 
Inducing darkeefs, grateful trace impos'd, 
And filence, on the odious din of war: 
Under her cloudy covert both retir'd, 
Victor and vanqui(h'd . On the fough ten field, 410 
Michael and his Angels prevalent 
Encamping, plac'd in guard their watches round, 
Cherubic waving fires: on th' other part, 
Satan with his' rebe llious difappear'd , 
Far in the dark dislodg'dj and void of reft, 415 
His Potentates to council cill'd by night; 
And injhe midft thus tmdifmay'd began. 

O now in danger try'd , now known in arms 
Tfor to be overpower'd, companions dear! 
Found worthy not of liberty alone, 420 

(Too mean pretenfe) but what we more affect, 
Honor, dominion , glory, and renown; 
Who have ftiftain'd one day in doubtful fight 
(And if -one day, why not-etetriaJ days:*) 
What Heaven's Lord hath powerfulleft to fend 415 
Againft us from about his throne , and judg'd 
Sufficient to fubdtie us to hte will. 
But proves' ridt lb v — then fallible , it feems, 
Of future we may deem him, though till now. 
Omnifcient thought . TrueA is, tefs firmly arm'd , 
Some cftfadvantage we iwfrir'd , and pain , . 431 
Till now- not 'known, but ka-owrn as loon contemn'd; 
Since now we find this our empyreal form 

In- 
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ncapable of mortal injury, 

tnperifhable; and though pierc'd with Wound, 43$ 
Soon doling , and by. native vigor heal'd i 
Of evil then fo froall, as cafie think 
The remedy: perhaps more Valid anfcs* j> 
Weapons more violent \ when next we m^t; 
May ferve to better us, and worfe our foes, 446 
Or equal what between, us made the odds., 
In nature none: if other hidden caufe 
Left them fupcrior # . while wc can preferve 
tJnhurt ojtir minds * and underftanding found , 
Due fearch and confultation will difclofe. 44$ 

He<ftt; ahd in th'affeihbly next Upftood 
Nisroc, of Principalities the prime ; 
As, one he flood efcap'd from cruel fight, 
Sore toil'd, his riven arms to havoc hewn; 
And cloudy in afpe& thu& anfwerjng fpake. 45* 

Deliverer frorti new Lords » leader to free 
Jtnjoyrnent of our right* as Gods! yet hard 
For Gods, and too unequal work we find** 
Againft unequal artai to fight in pain, 
Againft uapain'd* impaffive; from which evil 45^ 
Ruin riiufl: needs efcfue? for what avails 
Valor or ftrengrh , tho* matchlefs, quell'd with pain 
Which all fubdues , and makes remifs the hands 
Of mightieft? Senfe of, pleafure we may well 
Spare out of life perhaps, and not repine, 460 

But live content , which is the calmeft life : 
But pain is perfect mifery , the worft 
Of evils , and exceffive , overturns 
All patience . He who therefore can invei£ 
With what more forcible wc toay offend 463 

Our yet-unwounded enemies , or arm 
Our felves with like defence , to me defer^es 
No Ids than for deliverance what we owe. 

.Whereto 
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Whereto with look compos'd Sat am tcply'4. 
Not uninvented that , which thou aright 470 

Believ'ft fo main to pur (uccefs, I bring* 
Which of us who beholds the bright furface . 
Of this ethereous mould , whereon we ftand ; 
This coEtinent of fpacious Heav'n, adorn 'd 
With plant, fruit, flow'r ambrofial, gems, and gold; 
Whofe e?fc fo fupcrficially furveys 47 $ 

Thefe things, as not to mind from whence they grow 
Deep under ground; materials dark and crude, 
Of fpiritoufi and fiery fpume, till touch'd 
With hcav'ns ray , and temper'd they (hoot forth 48* 
So beauteous, opening to the ambient light? 
Thefe, in theitf dark nativity, the Deep 
Shall yield -us, pregnant with infernal flame: 
Which into hollow engins, long and round, 
Thick-ramm'd, at th' other bore with touch of fire 
Dilated , and infuriate , (hall fend forth 48$ 

From far, with thund'ring noife, among our foes 
Such iirifriements of mifchkf , as (ball da(h 
To piece;, and; o'erwhclm whatever (lands 
Adverfe* that they lhaH fcar we have difarm'd 400 
The Thunderer of his only dreaded bolt. 
Nor long lhfcll be our labor; yet e're dawn , 
Effed (hall end our wi(h . Mean while revive j 
Abandon fear; to ftrength and cownfel join'd 
Think nothing hard, much left to be defpair'd. 49 j 

He ended , and his words their drooping cheer 
inlighten'i , and their lahguifti'd hope reriv'd. 
Th' invention all admir'd, and each, how he 
To be th' inventor mift'4, fo eafy it feem'd 499 
Once found , which yet unfound moft would have 
Iropoffibte. Yet haply, of thy race [thought 

In future days (if malicte fhouM abound) 
Some one intcht on mifchief , or infpir'd 
With dev'lilh machination, might devife 
Like inflrumciit, to plague the fo^s of men <o| 

F#r 
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For Ifif, cm' war and mutual daughter bent. 

Forthwith from Council to the work they flew , 

None arguing flood; innumerable hands 

Were ready; in a mornent up they turn d 

Wide the coeleftial foil, and faw beneath 510 

TV. originals of nature in their crude 

Conception; fulphurous and nitrous foam > 

They found, they mingled, and with fubtile art, 

Conco&ed and adtifted they redue'd 

To blackeft grain, and into ftore convey'd. $1$ 

Part, hidden veins digg'-d up (nor hatK this earth 

Ett&rafls unlike) of mineral and ftonej ; , • 

Whereof -to found their engins, and their balls 

Of miflive ruin: part, incentive reed 

Provide , pernicious with one touch to fire . 523 

So all e're day- fpringV under confeious night, 

Secret they finifh'd, and in order fet, 

With .lilent circumf]f>e<&iQn unefpy'd . 

Now when rait rrlorn- orient in Heav'n appeared, 
Up rofe, the vi dor ^Angels 1 , and to arms « 51 j 
Tne mfctfn trumpet fungi irt arms they flood 
Of golden panoply , refulgent hoft ! '. 

Soon banded: others from the dawning hills 
. Look'il'Yorind.and fcouts each coaft light-armed fconi 
Each quarter, to defcry the diftant foe; 53P 

Where iotlg'd, or whit her fled , or if ;for fight 
In motion or in halt : him foon they met 
Under fpread enfignsf moving nigh , in flow 
But firm battalion: back with foeedieft. fail 
Zophiel, of Cherubim the fwifteft wing, 53 J 
Came flying, and in mid^auJ aloud thuscry'd. 
.-J ? » - 

Arm r »warriors, 3rm for fight! the foe. at hand, 
Whom fled we thought , " will fave u? loog perfuit 
This day ; fear not his flight ; fo thick & cloud 
He comes, and fettled in his face I fee. * 540 

Sad refolution , and fecure , Let each 

His 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



fcookVI. PARADISE LOST. Kft 

His adamantine coat gird well , and each 
Fit Well his helm, gripe raft his orbed fhield* 
Bbrn N ev'n or high; for this day will pour down; 
If I conje&ure * ought, no drizling (hoWr, $45 
But ratling florm of arrows barb'd with fire. 

So warn'd he them , aware themfelves; and foon 
In order , quit of all impediment , 
Inftant without difturb they took alarm , 
And onward move embattell'd : when behold 1 550 
Not diftant far with heavy pace the Foe 
Approaching grofs and huge ; in hollow cube 
Training his devilifli enginry, impal'd 
On every fide with (hadowing fquadrons deep # 
To hide the fraud. At interview both ftood SS5 
A-while; but fuddenly at head appear'd 
Satan; and thus Was heard commanding loud. 

Vanguard to right and left the Front unfold ; 
That all may fee who hate us , how we feek v 

Peace and jompofure , and with open breaft $60 
Stand ready to receive them , if they like 
Our overture , and turn not back perverfe ; 
But that I doubt : however witnefs Heav'n ! 
Heav'n witnefs thou anbn i while we difcharge 
Freely our part : ye who appointed Hand, 56$ 

Do as you have in charge , and briefly touch 
What we propound , and loud that all may hear • 

So fcoffing in ambiguous words, he fcarce 
Had ended ; when to right and left the Front 
Divided, and to either Flank retir'd: 570 

Which t6 our, eyes difcover'd, new and ftrangel 
A triple mounted row of pillars, laid 
On wheels ( for like to pillars moft they feemM , 
Or hollowed bodies made of oak , or fir , 
With branches lop'd, in wood or mountain fdl'd) 

K Brafi; 

* Pnhnfs it p*)M ltt } light, 
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Brafs, Iron 4 froriy mold; had not their mouths 576 

With hideous* orifice gap'd On us wide, 

Portending hollow truce : at eatrh behind 

A Seraph flood, and in his hand * reed 

Stood waving tftVd with fire ; while we fafpeflfe, 580 

Collected flood within our thoughts amus'd: 

No* long! for fudden all at once their reeds 

Put forth, and to a narrow vent apply'd 

With niceft tohch; immediate in a flame, $84 

(But foon obfeur'd withfmoke) allHeav'n appe'ar'd, 

From thofe deep-throated engins belch'd, whofe roar 

Embowel' rf with outragious noife the air, 

And all her entrails tore; difgorging foul 

Their devilifh glut, chain'd thunderbolts, and hail 

Of iron globes, which on the vidtor hoft 590 

Level'd , with fuch impetuous fury fmote , 

That whom they hit, none on their feet might ftand, 

Th6ugh Handing elfe as rocks; but down they fell 

By thoufands , Angel on Arch- Angel rowl'd ; 

The fooner fof their arms ; ( unarm'd they might $05 

Have* eafity , as fpirits , evaded fwift 

By quick contraction or remove : ) but now 

Foul diffipation follow'd, and forcd rout; 

Nor ferv'd it to relax their ferried files : 

What (hould they do? if on they ruftYd, repulfe 660* 

Repeated , and indecent overthrow 

Doubl'd , would render them yet more defpis'd , 

And to their foes a laughter: for in view, 

Stood rank'd of Seraphim another row , 

In pofture to djfplode their fecond tire 605 

Of thunder: back defeated to return 

They worfe abhorr'd. Satan beheld theit plight, 

And to his "mates thus, in derifion call'd. 

O friends, why come not on thefc viclors proud? 
E're-while they fierce were Coming* and when we., 
To entertain them fair with open front, 6tt 

And breaft, (what could we more?) propounded terms 

Of 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



Book VI. PARADISE LOST. 147 

Of composition , Anight they chang'd their minds , 

Flew off, and into ftrangc vagaries fell, 

As they would dance : yet for a dance they feem'd 

Somewhat extravagant, and wild) perhaps 616 

For joy of oflet'd peace: but I fuppofe, 

If our propofais once again were heard , 

We ihould compel them to a quick refult. 

To v/hdm thus B 1 1 1 A t in like gamefome mood : 
Leader, the terms we fent were terms of weight, 611 _ 
Of hard contetits, and full of force urg'd home; 
Such as we might perceive amus'd them all, 
And ftumbl'd many: who receives them right, 
Had need from head to foot well underhand ; 6xj 
Not undcrftbod , this gift they have befides, 
They ihew us when dur foes walk not upright . 

So they among themfcWcs in pleafant vein 
Stood fcofnng , heightcn'd in their thoughts beyond 
All doubt 6f vi&ory : Eternal Might 63c* 

To matc^i with their inventions they prefum'd 
So eafy , and of his thunder made a fcorn , 
And all his hoft derided , while they -flood 
A while in ticuible : but they flood not long ; 
Rage prompted them at length,and found them arms 
Againft fuch hellifh mifchief fit t'oppofe, 636" 

Forthwith (behold the excellence* the pow'r 
Which God hath in his mighty Angels plac'd ! ) 
Their arms away they threw , and to the hills 
( For earth hath this variety from heav'n , 640 

Of pleaiure, fituate in hill and dale) 
Light as the lightening fijlimpfe they ran , they flew, 
From their foundations loos'ning to and fro, 
They pluck'd the fcated hills , with all their load , 
Rocks , waters , woods , and by the lhaggy tops 64 j 
Up-lifting bore them in their hands. Amaze, 
Be fare , and terror , feiz'd the rebel hoft , 
Whtn coming towards them , fo dread they faw 
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The bottom of the mountains upward turn'd ; 

Till on thofe curfcd engins' triple-row 650 

They faw them whelm'd , and ail their confidence 

Under the weight of mountains bury'd deep : 

Themfelves invaded next, and on their heads 

Main promontories flung , which in the air 654 

Came thadowing, and oppreft whole legions arm'd: 

Their armor help'd their harm , crufh'd in & bruisVi 

Into their fubftance pent, whiGh wrought them pain 

Implacable, and many a dolorous groan; 

Long ftrugling underneath , e're they could Wind 

Out of fuch prifon , though fpirits of purcft light: 660. 

( Pureft at firlt , now grots by finning grovn ) 

Tht reft in imitation to like arms 

Betook them , and the neighb'ring hills up tore: 

So hills amid rhe air encounter'd hills , 

Hurld to and fro with jaculation dire; 66$ 

That under ground they fought in difmal ihadc; 

Infernal noiiel war fcera'd a civil game 

To this uproar; horrid confufion heap'd 

Upon confufion rofe . , And now all Heav'q 

Had gone to wrack , with ruin over-fpread , 670 

Had not th' Almighty Father, where he fits 

Shrin'd in his fanduary of Heav'n fecure, 

Consulting on the fum of things , fbrefeen 

This tumult, and permitted all, advis'd: 

That his great purpofe he might fo fulfil, $7$ 

To honor his Anointed Son, avengM 

Upon his enemies, and to declare 

All pow'r on him transferer whence to his Son, 

(Th'Afleflbr of his Throne) he thus began. 

Effulgence of my Glory , Son belov'd , 680 
Son in whofe face invifible is beheld 
Vifibly, what by Deity I am; 
And in whofe hand what by decree I do , 
Second Omnipotences two days are pad, 
( Two days, as we compute die days of Heav'n ) 68 f 

Since 
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Since Michael and bis Pow'rs went forth to tame 
Thefc difobedient: fore hath been their fight, 
As likelieft was , when two fuch foes met arm'd * 
For to themfelves f left them , and thou know'ft, 
Equal in their creation they were form'd, 69a 
Save what fin hath impair' d, which yet hath wrought 
Infenfibly, for I fufpend their doom: 
Whence in perpetual fight they needs muft laft 
Endlefs, and no folution will be found: 
War wearied hath perform'd what war can do, 695 
And to difordcr'd rage let loofe the reins, 
With mountains as with weapons arm'd; which makes 
Wild work in Heav'n, and dangerous to the main. 
Two days arc therefore paft , the third is thine; 
For thee f have ordarn'd it; and thus far 700 

Have fuflfer'd , that the glory may be thine 
Of ending this great war , nnce none but thou 
Can end it. Into thee Rich virtue, and grace 
Immenfe, I have transfos'd, that all may know 
In Beav'n and Hell thy pow'r above compare : 705 
And this* perverfe commotion govern 'd thus * 
To manifeft thee worthieft to be Heir 
Of all things ; to. be Heir , and to be King 
By facred undion, thy deferved right. 
Go then thou Mightieft ie thy Father's Might J 710 
Afcend my chariot , guide the rapid wheels 
That (hake Heav'n's bafis, bring forth ail my waj t 
My bow and tfiuixter , ray almighty arms 
Gird on , and fword upon thy ptuflant thigh . 
Perfue thefc fons of darknefs, drive then) out 715 
From all Heav'n's bounds , into the utter deep : 
There let them learn , as likes them , to defpifo 
Q o Ok* a#d M £ s s *a» his anointed King. 

1 He faid , and on his Son: with nays direct 

Shon full , he all his Father full expreft , 720 

Ineffably into his face receiv'd : 

$flA thus the F**l Godhead anfw'ring fpake. 
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O Father, O Supreme of heavWy Thrones. 
Firft, Higheft, Hoiieft, Belt I Thou always Ipek'ft 
To glorifie thy Son, I always thee, 7^ 

As is moft $w : tbk I my glory account , 
$dy exaltation,, and nay whole delight, . 
That thoo in roe weH pleas'd, declar'ft thy will 
Fulfill'4, which to .fulfill is all my blifs. " 

Sceptic andpow'r, thy giving, I aflume; yjp 

And gladlier (hall rdign , when in the end 
Thou ihah be aH an all, and I in thee 
For ever; and in me all whom thou lov'ft: 
But whom thod hat 'ft, I hate, and can put on 
Thy terrors, as I put thy mildncft on, 73J, 

Image of thee in all things : ajid (hall Coon , 
Arnvd with thy might, rid Reavn of thefe rebelM} 
To their prepar'd tfi manfion driven down 
To chains of darknefc, and th'uodying worro^ 
That from thy juft obedience copld revolt, 74$ 

Whom to obey is happjnefs entire. 
Then (hall thy^ Saints umnix'd, ai)d from th'iHipuifl 
Far feparate, circling thy holy mount 
Unfained Hallelujahs to thee fing, 
Hymns of high praife, and J swnong tiwtqi Chief. 74$ 

So faid , He p*-er his fceptre boding, rqfe 
From the right hand of glory where he fat; 
And the third iacred mprn began to ft\mc* [found 
Dawning through Heav'n. Forth rulh'd with whirlwind 
The chariot of Patewial Deity, 7,5$ 

Flaftiing thick flames, wheel within wheel undrawn* 
It fiplf inftincft with fpixit , but convoy d 
By four Cherubic (hapes; four faces each 
Had wondrous ; as with ftars , their bodies all , 
And wings, were fet with eyes; with eyes, the wheel* 
Of beril; and careering -fires between: 75^ 

Over. their heads a chryftal firmament; 
Where , on a faphir throne , ( inlaid wiih pure 
Amber, and colprs pf the fliowry ar?h) ' ., 

".* ' " ' . ■ ' - He 

Digitized by CjOOQlC 
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He, in codeftiai panoply all arm'd 760 

Of radient V^ih\, work divinely wrought! 
Afocaded: at his .right hand, Vi&ory 
Sate eagle-wing'd ; befide him hung Jus bow , 
And quiver with three-bolted thunpfer (tor'd : 
And from about him fierce eflFufion rowl'd 765 
Of fmoke, and bkk'ring flame , andfparkks dire* 
Attended with ten thoufaod thousand Saints, 
fie onward came; jar off his coming (bond, 
And twenty thoufand ( I their number beard ) 
Chariots of Gqr*, half on each hsuid, were fecn. 770 
He on the wings of Cherub rode fublimc 
On the cbryftallin sky, in faphir tbjfon'd, 
llluftrious for and wide: but by bis own 
Firft fcen t ' them unexpe&ed joy furpriz'd , 
When the great eniign of Messiah blas&'d , 775 
Aloft by Angels born , his fign in H^av'n: 
Under whole conduft Mi en a it foon reduc'4 
His army, circumfus'd on either wing, 
Under their Head imbpdied all in one. 
Before kirn Pow'r Di viae his way prepar'd; 780 
At bis command th' uprooted hills atir'd 
Each to his place , they beard his voice and went 
Obfequipus; Heav'n his wonted lace renew'd, 
.And with frefo flowrets hill add valley fail'd. 

This faw his haplefc foes, but flood obdur'd, j%$ 
And to rebellious fight rallied their Pow'rs , 
Infenfate ! hope conceiving from defpair : 
In heav'nly fjnrits could fuch perverfenefs dwell? 
But ( to convince the proud what figns avail , 
Or wonders move th* obdurate to relent ) 790 

They hardea'd more by what might moft reclaim ,, 
Grieving to. fee his glory , at the light 
Took envy; and aipiring to his height, 
.Stood re-embatteU'd fierce , by force or fraud 
Weening to profper, and at length prevail 7gj 
Againft >Gor/ and Mzs sli.ah; or \o fajl 
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In univerfal ruin, laft : and now 

To final battel drew, difdaining flight, 

Or faint retreat; when the Great Son of God 

To all bis hofts on cither hand thus fpake , 800 

Stand ftill m bright array, ye Saints, here ftand 
Ye Angels arm'd, this day from battel reft : 
faithful hath been your warfare, and of God 
Accepted, fearlefs in his righteous caufe: 
And as ye have receiv'd , fo have ye done 8a$ 

Invincibly. But of this curfed crew 
The punilhment to other hand belongs: 
Vengeance is his , or whofe he fole appoints ; 
Number to this day's work is not ordain/d, 
Nor multitude: ftand only, and behold fto 

God's indignation on thefe godlefs pour'd 
By me; not you , but me they have defpis'd; 
Yet envied: againft me is all their rage, 
Becaufe the F a t h e r , t' whom in Heav'n fupreme 
Kingdom , and pow'r, and glory appertains, 815 
Hath hanor'd me according to his will . fc 
Therefore to me their doom he hath affign'd : 
That they may have their wiih , to try with me 
In hattel which the ftronger proves; they all, 
Or 1 alone againft them.; fince by ftrength Sty 

They meafure all , of other excellence 
Not emulous , nor care who them excels ; 
^ior other ftrife with them do 1 vouchfafe. 

So fpake the Son, and intoterror changed 
His count'nance , too fevere to be beheld I ?ij 

And full of wrath bent on his enemies . 
At once the four fpread out their ftarry wings, 
With dreadful (hade contiguous, and the orbs 
Of his fierce chariot rowl'd , as with the found 
Of torrent floods, or of a numerous hoft. 8jo 

Jle on his impious foes right-onward drove , 
Glooroy as night: under his burning wheels 
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The ftedfaft empyrean (hook throughout; 
All but the throne it felf of Gon. Full foon 
Among tfiem he arriv'd; in his right hand 83$ . 

Grafping ten thoufand thunders , which he fcnt 
Before him , fuch as in their fouls infix'd 
Plagues: they aftonifh'd, all refinance loft, 
AH courage; down their idle weapons dropp'd: 
O'er ftiields, and helms, and helmed heads he rode 840 
Of Thrones, and mighty Seraphim proftratej. 
Thatwifh'd the mountains now might be again 
Thrown on them , as a Ihelter from his ire . 
Nor lefs on either fide tempeftuous fell 
His arrows, from the fourfold- vifag'd Four, 845 
Diftin& with eyes; and from the living wheels 
Piftin& alike with .multitude of eyes ; 
One fpirit in theifi rul'd , and every eye 
Glar'd lightening, and (hot forth pernicious fire 
Among th'accurft, that wither'd all their ftrength, 
And of their wonted vigor left them drain'd , 851 
Exbauftcd, foiritlefs, afflided, fall'n. 
Yet half his ftrength he put not forth , hut check'd 
His thunder m mid-volly ; for he meant 
Not to deftroy , but root them out ot Heav'n . 8$c/ 
The overthrown he rais'd , and as a herd 
Of goats , or tim'rous flock , together throng'd , 
Drove them before Jiim thunder- il ruck , perfu'd 
With terrors, and with furies, to the bounds 
And chryftall wall of Heav'n ; which op'ning wide 
Roll'd inward , and a fpacious gap difclos'd 861 

Into the waftefol deep : the monftrous fight 
Struck them with horror backward; but far worfe 
Urg'd them behind : headlong therafelves they threw 
Down from the verge of Heav'n; eternal wrath 86$ 
Burn'd after diem to the bottorolefe pit . 
gell heard th' unfufferable noife, Hell few 
Heav'n ruining from Heav'n , and would have fled 
Affrighted ; but ftria fate had caft too deep 
Her <jark foundations, and too faft had bound, 870 
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Nine days they feU;. confounded Chao$ *aar'd» 
And Sck tenfold con&ifion in their fall 
Through his wild anarchy . /o huge a ro»t 
Incuaober'd him with ruin ! Hell at laft 
Yawning leceiv'd them whole, fc on tbcro £l0s'4; 87J 
Hell , their fit habitation , jraught with fine 
Unquenchable , the houfe of woe an4 pain, i 
Bisburden'd Heav'fi rejoie'd , and foon repair'4 
Her moral breach, returning; whence it roll'd. 

Sole Vider , from th' expulfiop of his #es , 88q 
Messiah his triumphal chariot turn'd: 
To meet him all his Saints , who filept flood 
Eye-witneffes of his Almighty a<9s f 
With jubilee advane'd; and as they went, • 
Shaded with branching palm , each Order bright 88$ 
Sung triumph , and him fur*g Victorious King , 
Son, Heir , and Lord , to nim dominion gLv'n , 
Worthiedto reign: He celebrated rode , 
Triumphant through rnid-heav'n , into the courts. 
And temple of his mighty F * t h e h thron'd %q 
On high; who into glory him recciv'd, * 
Where now he fits at the ri$ht hand of bhfs. 

Thus (meafuring things in If eav'n by things on earth) 
At thy requeft, and that thou may'ft beware 
By what is paft, to thee I have reveal'd Sp$ 

What might have elfe to human race been hid ; 
The difcord which befel , and war in Hcay'n 
Among th' Angelic Pow'rs, and the deep fall 
Of thofe too hich afpiring, who rebeli'd 
With §kt an, he who envies now thy (late; 909 
Who now is plotting hpw he may feducc 
Thee alfo from obedience, that with him 
(Bereav'd of happirtefe ) thou may'ft partake 
His puniihment , eternal roifcjry ; 
Which would he all^us.fobce *nd revenge, 9QJ 
As a*W#ite;d$nc againft ,die Moft tiigh* 

Thee 
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Thee once tp gain companion of bis woe : 
Bat liften not to his temptations; warn 
Thy weajcer: let it profit thee to have heard * 
By terrible example* die reward 919 

pf difobedience: firm they might )iave flood, 
Yet fell* Remember, and fear to tranfgneii. 

PARADISE LOST, 

BOOK VII. 

Thie argument. 

Raphael at the reaueft of Adam relates how and where- 
fore this world was firft created ; that G Q D # ,after 
the expiring of Satan and his Angels out pf Heaven , 
declard his pUafure to create another world and other 
creatures to (\vM therein; fends His Son wish glary 
C7* attendance of Angels to perform the work of Creation* 
in fix days : the Angels celebrate with hymns jthe per* 
fortnance thereof, and his re-afcenfion into Heaven . 

Efcend from Heav'n, Urania! by that 

name 
If rightly thQu qrt gill'd; whofe v-oicp 

divine 
Following , above th' Olympian hill 
I foar 

Above the flight of Peg a $b an wing. 
The meaning , not the' name 1 call : for thou 5 
Nor of the Mufes nine, nor on the top 
Of qld O i- *wp v * dwejl'fli JwtJhew'iilf hom» 

Before 
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Before the hills appear'd, or fountain flow'd, 
Thou with eternal Wif&om didft cbriverfe , 
Wifdom thy fitter , and with her didft play IP 

Inprefence of tty Almighty Father, pleas'd 
With thy coeleftial fong. Up led by thee, 
Into the Heav'n of Heav'ns f have prefuWd, 
( An earthly gueft ) and drawn empyreal air , 
Thy temp'ring. With lijcc fafety guided down* tj 
Return me to my native element : * 
Left from this Hying; deed unrein'd (as once 
BsiiEAOMfoN, though from a lowe£ clime) ; 
Difmonnted , on th* A lb i a n field I fall , 
Erroneous there to wander , and forlorn . 10 

Half yet remains unfung, but narrower bound 
Within the vifible diurnal fphear: 
Standing on earth, not rap'd above the Pole, 
More fate I fing with mortal voice \ unchanged 
To hoarfe or mute t though fall*n on evilL days , *j 
On evil days though fall'n , and evil tongues ; 
In darknefs, and with dangers compaft round, 
And folitude \ Yet not alone , while thou, 
Vifit'ft my flumbers nightly; or when morn 
Purples the eafl : Hill govern thou my fong , 30 
Urania, and fit audience find , though few. 
But drive far off the barbarous diflbnance 
Of Bacchus and his revellers ; the race 
Of that wild rout that tore the Thracian bard 
In Rhodqpb, where woods and rocks had ears jj 
To rapture, 'tiH the favage clamof -drown'd 
Both harp and voice; nor could the Mufe defend 
Her fon. So fail not thou , who thee implores: 
For thou art heay'nly, me an empty. dream.. 

Say , Goddefs , what enfu'd when Raphaei,^ 
The affable Arch-Angel, had forewarn'd 
Adam, by dire example to beware 
Apoftafy, oy what befel in Heav'n 
Jo tbofe ipoftates , left the like befall - 
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In Paradifc to Adam or his rice , 4$ 

(Charged not to touch the interdicted Tree) 
If they tranfgrefs , and flight that folc command ; 
So eaiily obey'd* amid the choice 
Of all tafies elfe to pleafe their appetite # 
Though wand'ring. *-- He, with his conforted Ev'i, 
The ltory heard attentive, and was fill'd 51 

With admiration, and deep mufc, to hear 
Of things fo high & ftrange ; things to their thought 
So unimaginable, as hate in Heav'n, 
And war io ncir the peace of God in blifs* 5$ 
With fuch confufion : but the evil foon , 
Driv'n back , redounded , as a flood » on thofe 
From whom it fprung; impoflible to mix 
With bleflednefs . Whence Apam foon repeal'd 
The doubts that in his heart arofe: and now 69 
Led on, yet ftnlcfs, with defire to know 
What nearer might concern him , how this world 
Of heav'n and earth confpicuous firft began ; 
When , and whereof created ; for what caufe ; 
What within Edin, or without, was done 6*$ 
Before his Memory ( as one whofe drouth 
Yet fcarce allay'd , ftill eyes the current ftrcam , 
Whofe liquid murmur heard, new third exites.) 
Proceeded thus to ask his heav'nly gueft. 

Great things, and full of wonder in our ears, 70 
Far difFring from this world , thou haft reveal'd , 
Divine interpreter ! by favor fent 
Down from the empyrean, to forewarn 
Us timely of what might elfe have been our lofs 
Unknown ; which human knowledge could not reach : 
For which to th' Infinitely Good we owe 7$ 

Immortal thanks, and his admonishment 
Receive, with folemn purpofe to obferve 
Immutably his fovereign will, the end 
Of what we are. But fince thou haft vouchfafd .80 
Gently, for our iaftruclion, to ijppart 

Things 
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Things above earthly thought ( whith yet toflcfem'd 

Our knowing, as to higheft Wifdom feem'd) 

Deign to- defcend now lower , and relate 

(What may no lefs perhaps avail us known) 8 J 

How firft began this heaVh , which we behold 

Dfflant To high , with moving fires adorn'd 

Innumerable ; and this which yields or fills 

All fpacc, the ambient ait wide interfhs'd * 

IfcrtbracTftg round this florid earth ; what cauf* 0*0 

Mov'd the Creator, in his holy reft 

Through all eteroiry , fo late to build 

In C h a d 3 ; and the wdrk begun , how foctt 

Abfolv'd , if uhforfyid thou may 'ft unfold 

What we , not to explore the fecrets ask $>j 

Of his eternal empire , but the more . 

To magnify his works, the mdre we know* 

And the great light of day yet wants to run 

Much of his race, though iteepj fufpenfe in heat'n 

Held by thy voice; thy potent voice he hears, ic4 

And longer will delay, to hear thee tell 

His generation , and the rifittg birth 

Of nature from the unapparent Deep : * 

t)r if rhe ftar of ey'ning , and the moon 

Hafte to thy audience, night with her will bring roj 

Silence; and flecp, lift'ning to thee, will watch; 

Or we can bid his abfence , 'till thy fong 

End, and difmifs thee e*re the morning (bine. 

Thus Adam his illuftrious gueft befought ; 
And thus the Godlike Angel attfwer'd mild. 1 10 

This alio thy requeft , with caution ask'd ; 
Obtain: though to recount almighty works, 
What words, or tongue of Seraph , can fufficfc! 
Or heart of man fuffice to comprehend ! 
Yet what thou can'ft attain , (which beftmayferve iif 
To glorify the Maker, and infer 
Thee alfo happier) fhall not be withheld 

Thf 
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Thy hearing: fuch commiffion from above 
I have received* to anfwer thy defire 
Of knowledge within bounds: beyond abflam no 
To ask ■, nor let thine own inventions hope 
Things no* re^ealM, which rh' invifibie King* 
Only omnifcient, hath fuppreft in night; 
To none communicable' in earth or heav'n: 
Enongh is left befides to feareh and know* jij 
But knowledge is as food, and needs no left 
Her temperance over appetite, to know 
In meafure what the mind may well contain; 
Opf>refles elfe with forfeit, and fodn turns 
Wifdom to folly, as nourimroent to wind, 130 

Ktiow then, fti*t after Luc if e* from Heav'n 
( So call him , brighter once amidft the hoft 
Of Angels; than rhat ftar the ftars among) 
Fell witffc his flaming legions through the deep 
Into his place, and the great Son return *d 13 j 

Victorious with his Saints, th' Omnipotent 
Eternal Father from his throne beheld 
Their multitude, and to his Son thus fpake. 

At leaH on* envious foe hath M'd , who thought 
All like himfelf rebellibus , by whofe aid 140 

This inaccdffiWe high ftrength - % the feat 
Of Deity fupreme, (us difpofleft) 
Wt trufted to haVe feis'd , and into fraud 
Drew many, whom their ptace knows here no more : 
Yet far th£ greater part have kept , I fee, 145 

Their itttion; Heav'n, yet populous , retains 
Number fuffirient to ponefs her realms, 
Though wkfc ; and this high temple to frequent 
With minifteries due and folemn rites. 
But left his heart exalt him in the harm ijo 

Already done, to have difpeopled Heav'n, 
( My damage fondly deem'd 1 ) I can repair 
That detriment, if fuch it be, to tofe 

Self- 
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Self-loft; and in a moment will create 
Another world; out of one man , a raq£ 155 

Of men innumerable, there to dwell, 
Not here: 'till by degrees of merit rais'd 
They open to themfelves at length the way 
Up hither; under long obedience try'd : , 

And earth be chang'd to Heav'n > & Heav'n to earth* 
One kingdom • joy , and union without end . 161 
Mean- while inhabit lax, ye pow'rs of HeaV'n! 
And thou my Word, begotten Son! by thee 
This I perfornV, fpeak thou, and be it done. 
My overfhado\ving Spirit and might with thee 
I fend along: ride forth, and bid the Deep 166 
Within appointed bounds , be heav'n and earth : 
Boundlefs the Deep, becaufe I AM who fill 
Infinitude, nor vacuous the fpace, 
Though I, uncircumferib'd my felf> retire 170 
And put not Forth my goodnefs ; which is free 
To a& or not: Necefiuty and Chance 
Approach not me , and what I will is Fate . 

So fpake tlV Almighty , and to what he fiJake 
His Wo rd, the Filial Godhead, gave effe<3. 17$ 
Immediate are the ads of God, more fwift 
Than time or motion ; but to human ears 
Cannot without procefs of fpeech be told; 
So told, as earthly notion can receive. 
Great triumph and rejoicing was in Heav'n » 180 
When fuch was heard . declared th' Almighty's will; 
Glory they fung to the Moil High I good will 
To future men , and in their dwellings peace: 
Glory to hfm ! whofe juft avenging ire 
Had driven out th* ungodly from his fight, 18J 

And th* habitations of the juft : to him 
Glory and praife ! whofe wifdom had ordain'd 
Good out of evil to create ; inftead 
Of fpirits malign, a better race to bring 
Into their vacant room , and thence diffufe 1 90 

His good to worlds, and ages infinite. 

So 
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So fang the«ierarchies . Mean while the S o n 
On his great expedition now appeared , 
Girt with omnipotence, with radiance crown'd 
Of Majefty Divine: fapience and Jove i * 

Imraenfe , and all his Father in him (hone . 
About his chariot numbcrlefs were pour'd 
Cherub, and Seraph, Potentates, and Thrones, 
And Virtues: winged fpirits, and chariots wing'd. 
From th* armory of Go d, where ftand of old 200 
Myriads between two brarcn mountains lodg'd 
Againft a folemn day, harnefs'd at hand, 
Cceleftial equipage ! and now came forth 
Spontaneous (for within them fpirit IiVd) 
Attendent on their Lord: Heav'n open *d wide 20c 
Her ever-during gates, harmonious found! 
On golden hinges moving, to let forth 
The King of Glory, in his pow'rful Word, 
And Spirit, coming to create new Worlds. 
On heav'nly ground they flood, & from the ttiore ire 
They view'd the vaft immeafurable Abyfc, 
Outragious as a fea, dark, wafteful, wild; 
Up from Fhe bottom turn'd by furious winds 
And furging waves, a* mountains, to affault ' 
Heav'n's height, & with the centre mix the Pole. 21 j 

Silence, ye troubled waves, and thou Deep, peace! 
Said then Somnific Word, your difcordend --- 
* 
Nor ftaid; but/ on the wings of Cherubim 
Up-lifted , in paternal glory rode 
Far into C h a o s , and the world unborn ; 220 
For Cijaos heard his voice . Him all his train 
Follow'd in bright proceffibn , to behold 
Creation, and the wonders of his might. 
The* ftaid the fervid wheels , and in his hand 
He took the golden compaffes, prfyar'd 22c 

In G<st> 's eternal flora, to circumfcribe 
This Univerfe, and all created things. 
. * L One 
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One foot he..eentcir , dy and the other tutnM 
llound through the *irft. prcfftinditjr obfcure j 
And faid, thus far extend, thus for thy bounds , 23© 
This be thy juft circumference , O world! 

Thus Gor* the heaVn cteafced * thus the earth; 
Matter unform'd and void! Darknel? profound 
Cover'd th* Abyfsj but on die watry calm 234 

His brooding wings the Spirit of Goto oilt-fpreadj 
And vital virtue infu^d, and vital warmth 
Throughout the fluid mafc ; but downward purg'd 
The black tartareous cold infernal dregs , 
Advcrfe to life : then founded, then cohglob'd 
JLike things to like ; the reft to f^veral place 240 
Difparted - y and between , fpun out the air; 
And earth felf-ballanc'd on her centre hung; 

Let there be light 1 faid G i> ft ; & forthwith light . 
Ethereal, firft: of things, quinteflencc pure, 
Sprung from the deep: & from her native eaft, 14 J 
To journey through the aery gloom began, 
Spher'd in a radiant cloud ; ( for yet the Sun 
Was not) (he in a cloudy tabernacle 
Sojourn'd the while. Go* faw'tte light wa* good; 
And light from darknefs by the hemifphere 250 

Divided : light the ! day * and datkheft night 
He nam'd. . Thus, was the firft' Day Et'n and Morni 
Nor pad nncelebrated, nor unfung 
By the coeleftial quires, whea orient Kght 
fixhalihg .rirft from darknefs they beheld; 2$J 

Birth-day of heav'n and earth 1 withtjoy and fhout, 
The. hollow uniVcrfal orb they.fill'd; 
And touch'd their golden harps* &hymning pnuYd 
God and his works, Creator him they fung. 259* 
Both when firft Ev'ning was, and when firft Morn. 

Again , G q> d faid , let there be firmament 
Amid the waters , and let it divide 

Tl* 
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The waters from the waters I And God made 

The firmament expanfe of liquid, pure, 

Tranfparcnt, elemental air, diffus'd a<Sj 

In circuit to the iittermoft convex 

Of this great round: partition firm and fure, 

The waters underneath, from thofe above 

Dividing: for as earth, fo he the world 

Built on circumfluous waters calm, in wide 27a 

Chryftallin ocean , fid the loud misrule 

Of Chaos far remo'v'd; left fierce extremes 

Contiguous , might diftemper the whole frame : 

And Heav'n he nam'd the firmament : fo Ev'n 

And Morning Chorus fung the fecond Day. 275 

The earth was forrh'd , fcut in the womb as yet 
OZ waters (embryon immature) involv'd, 
Appear'd hot : over all the face of earth 
Main ocean flow'd; not idle, but with warm 
Prolific humor fo'ft'ning all her globe, lid 

Fermented the great mother t6 conceive, 
Satiate with genial moifturc : when God fyd , 
Be gather'4 now ye waters under heav'n 
Into one place, and let dry land appear! — 
Immediately the mountains huge appear 28$ 

Emcs&ent , and their broad bare backs up-hcave 
Into me clouds, their tops afcend the sky. 
So high as, heav'd the tumid hills , ' fo low 
Down funfe a hollow bottom , broad and deep, 
Capacious bed of waters I Thither thev 190 

Haded with glad precipitance , up-rowid , 
As drops on dutf cobglobing from the dry.: 
Fart rile in chryftal wall, or ridge dired, 
For hafte ; fuch flight the great command impre&'d 
On the fwift floods; as armies at the call 195 

Of trumpet (for of armies thou haft heard) 
Troop to their ftandard ; fo the wat'ry throng , 
Wave rowling after wave, where way they found , 
#%cp, with torrent rapture, if through plain, 

L * Soft- 
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Soft-ebbing; nor withftood them rock or hill; 300 
But they, or under ground, or circuit wide 
With ferpent-crrpr wandring, found their way, 
And on the walhy oofe deep channels wore ; 
Eafie , e're God had bid the 'ground be dry , 
All but within thofe banks , where rivers now 305 
Stream » and perpetual draw their humid train . 
The dry land , earth ; and the great receptacle 
Of congregated waters t he callwfeas; 
And faw that it was good: and laid., let tfa' earth 
Put forth the verdant grafs, herb yielding feed, 310 
And fruit-jree yielding fruit after ner kind ; 
Whofe feed is in .her felf upon the earth! ---»" 
He fcarce had faid , when the bare earth ('till then 
Defert and bare, unlightly, unadorn'd) 
Brought forth the tender grafs, whofe verdure clad 31 j 
Her univerfal face with pleafant green. 
Then herbs -of every leaf, that fudden flowr'd 
Op'ning their various colors , and made gay, 
Her bofom fmelling fweet. And thefe fcarce blown; 
Forth* flourihYd thick the clunking vine, forth crept 320 
The fmelling gourd , up ftoodthe corny feed 
Embattl'd in her field ; and th' humble fhrub , 
And bufh, with friil'd hair implicit. Laft, 
Rofe, a£ in dance , the ftately trees, and fpread 324 
Their branches hung with copious fruit ; or gemrn'd 
Their blofibms : with high woods the hills were crown d; 
With tufts the vallies, and each fountain fide, 
With borders long the rivers: that , earth now 
Seem'd like to Heav'n ; a feat, where Gods might dwell, 
Of wander with delight , and love to haunt 330 
Her facred fhades : though God had yet not raln'd 
Upon the earth , arid man to till - the ground 
None was : but from the earth a dewy mift 
Went up , and watered all the ground , and each 
Plant of the field ; which , e're it was in rh'carth, ^35 
God made , and ev'ry herb , before it grew 
On the green Item : God faw that it was good. 
So Ev'n and Morn Recorded the third Day . 

Again 
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Again th v Almighty fpake: Let there be lights 
High in th' expanfe of heaven , to divide 340 

The day from night: and let them be for figns, 
For feafans , and for days , and circling years ; 
And let them be for lights , as I ordain 
Their office in the firmament of heav'n, 
To give light on the earth! — and it was fo. 345 
And God made two great lights (peat /or their ulp 
To man ) the greater to have rule by day , 
The ltfs by night , alterne : and made the ftars ; 
And fet them in the firmament of heav*n, 
T' illuminate the earth,, and rule the day 9 350 

In their Viciffitude, and rule the night; 
And light from darknefs to divide. Gqd faw, 
Surveying his great work , th*t it was good: 
For of cceleftial bodies firft, the Sun 
(A, mighty fphere! ) be fram'd; unlightfome firft, 
Tho* of ethereal mold ; then fbrm'd the moon , 35$ . 
Globofe; and ev/ 17 magnitude of ftars; 
And fow'd with ftars the hcav'n , thick as a field . % 
Of light by far the greater part he took , 
TranJplanrcd from her cloudy (hrine , and plac'd 360 
In the Sun's orb, made porous to receive 
And drink the liquid light, firm to retain 
Her gathered beams, great palace now of light: 
Hither, as to their fountain, other ftars 
Repairing , in their, golden urns draw light , , 365 
And hence the morning planet gilds his horns : 
By tii^fcurc, or reflection, they augment 
Their fraall peculiar, though (from human fight 
So far remote) with diminution feen. 
Firft in his eaft the glorious lamp was feen % 37a 
Regent of day 1 and all th* horizon round 
Inverted with bright rays, jocund to run 
His longitude through heav'n's high road : the gray 
Dawn , and the Pleiades before him dane'd , 
Shedding fweet influence. Lefs bright the mobn^.s 
But oppofite in levcl'd weft was fet t 

Lj His 
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His mirror, with full face borrowing her light 
From him , for other light (he needed none * 
In that afpe&: and (till that diftance keeps 
'Till night; then in the paft her turn flic Amines, Jjfftj 
Revolv'd on heavVs great axle, and her reign 
With thoufand lefler lights dividual holds, 
With thoufand thoufand ftars I that then appear'd 
Spangling the hemjfphere; then firft adorn'd 
With the bright luminaries , that fet and rofe. 38 j 
Glad Ev'ning arid £lad Morn crown'd the fourth Day, 

And God faid, let the waters generate 
Reptile with fpawn abundant, living foul ! 
And let fowl fly above the earth 9 \ with wings 
I)ifplay*d on th'open firmament of hcav'n! jjjg 
And Gpp created the great whales, an4 each 
Soul living, each that crept, which plenteoufljr 
The waters generated by their kinds; 
And every bird of wing after his kind: 
And faw that it was good , and blels'd them, faying • 
Be fruitful,' multiply, and in the feas * ^ 39$ 

And Jakes , and running ftrpms, the waters fill; 
And let the fowl be multiply'd on th' earth. 
Forthwith the founds, and leas, each creek and bay 
With fry innumerable fwarra , and (hoals 30O 

Of filh, that with their fins and mining fcales 
Glide under the green wave in fculls , that oft 
Bank the mid-fpa: part fingle, or with mate, 
Graze the fea-weed their pafture; and thro' groves 
Of coral ftray ; or , fpqrting with quick glance, 405 
Shew to the Sun their wav'd coats, drop'd withhold; 
Or, in their pearly (hells at eafe, attend 
Moid nutriment; pr under rocks their food, 
In jointed armoir, watch : on fmopth , the Seal , 
And bended Dolphins play: part ,' huge of bulk ! 4^0 
Wallowing unweildy , enormous in their gait 
Tempeft the ocean: there Leviathan, 
|iugcft pf Jiving creatures, on the deep. 

1 S&etcV4 
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Stretch'd like a promontory , fleeps or fwims 5 ' 
And feems a moving land, and at his gUls 41 j 

Draws in, and at his trunk fpouts out a fo|. 
Mean while the tepid caves, and fens, and fyoars, 
Their brood as numerous hatch from th'egg,that feon 
Burfting with kindly rupture , forth-difdos'd 
Their callow young; but feather' d foon, 6? fledge, 410 
They fumM tneir pens, and foaring trVak fubfime, 
With clang delpis'd the ground, under a- cloud • 
In profpect: there, the eagle , and the ftork, 
On cliffs and cedar tops their eyries baikl : 
Part loofly wing the region ; part , more wife 415 
In common, rarig'd in figure wedge their way, 
Intelligent of.feaions, and fet forth 
Their aery caravan , high over feas 
Flying , and over lands , with mutual wing 
Eafing their flight; (fo fteers the prudent crane 4^0 
Her annual voyage ) born on winds , the air 
Floats, as they pafs,fann'd with unnumbered plume*. 
From branch to branch the fmaller birds with fong 
Solac'd the woods , and fpread d*eir painted wings 
'Till ev*»; nor then, the foiemn nightingale 4J5; 
Ceas'd warbling , hut all night tun'd her toft lays. 
Others, on filver lakes and rivers. bath'd 
Their downy bread ; the fwan , with arched neck 
Between her white wings mantling proudly, rowes 
Her ftate with oary feet : yet oft they quit 440, 

The dank, and riflng on ftiff pennons, tour 
The mid aereal sky. Others, on ground 
Walk'd firm ; the crefted cock , whofe clarion founds 
The filent hours ; and th' other , whofe gay train 
Adorns him, color'd with the florid hue 445 

Of rainbows , and ftarry eyes. The waters thus 
With fifti replenifh'd, and the air with fowl, 
Ev'ning ajw} Mom iblemnix'd the fifth Day. 

The ftxth , and of creation laft , arofe 
WUh ev'ning harps and matin ; when Go 9 faid, 450 
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Let th' earth bring forth fowl living in her kind , 
Cattcl, and creeping things, and beaft of th* earth, 
Each in their kind ! - - - The earth obey'd ; & ftraigh* 
Opning her fertil womb , teem'd at a birth 
Innumerous living, creatures , perfeft forms , 4$$ 
Limb'd and full grown. Out of the ground up-rofe 
As from his hire, the wild bead, where he wons 
In fared wild, in thicket, brake or den: 
Among the trees in pairs they rofe, they walk'd; 
The cattcl in the fields , and meadows green : 4<jq 
Thofe-rare and folitary, thefe in flocks 
Pafturing at once, and in broad herds up-fpmng. 
The grafly clods now .calv'd, now half appeared 
The tawny lion, pawing to get free* 464 

His hinder parts; then fprings as broke from bonds, 
And rampant (hakes his brinded mane : the ounce , 
The libbard, and the tiger, (as the mole 
Riling) the crumbl'd earth above them threw 
In hillocks: the fwift flag from under ground 
Bore up his branching head : fierce from his mould 
Behemoth (biggeft born of earth) up-heav'd 471 
His vaftnefs : flece'd the flocks , and bleating, rofe \ 
As plants: ambiguous between fea and land, 
The river-horfe, and fcaly crocodile. 
At once came forth whatever creeps the ground, 475 ' 
lnfed or worm; thqfe wavd their limber fans, 
For wings; and fmalleft lineaments exaft 
In all the liveries deck'd of fummer's pride, 
With fpots of gold, and purple, a$ure and gtieenj 
Thefe , as a line , their long dimenfion drew , 48a 
Streaking the ground with linuous trace : not all 
Minims of nature, fome of ferpent-kind. 
Wondrous in length and corpulence, involv'd 
Their fnaky folds , and added wings . Firft crept 
The p'arfimonious emmet, provident * 48$ 

Of future, in fmall room large heart inclos'd I 
(Pattern of juft equality perhaps . 
JJejtafter , joined in her popular tribes 
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Of commonalty) Swarming next y appeared 

The female bee , that feeds her husband drone 490 

Delicioufly, and builds her waxen cells 

With honey ftor'd. The reft are numberlefs r 

And thou their natures know'ft, & gav'ft them names, 

Needlefs to thee repeated: nor unknown 

The ferpent (fubtleft beaft of all the field) 495 

Of huge extent fometimes, with brazen eyes 

And hairy mane terrific, though to thee 

Not noxious, but obedient at thy call. 

Now heav'n in all ber glory (hone, and rowl'd 
Her motions, as the great Firft-Movcr's hand 500 
Firft wheel'd their courfe ; earth in her rich attire 
Confummate lovely fmil'd; air, water, earth, 
By fowl, fifti, beaft, was flown, was fwum, was walk'd 
Frequent f and of the fixth Day yet remained. 
There wanted yet the Matter- work, the end 50$ 
Of all yet done; a creature, who not prone, 
And brute as other creatures, but indu'd 
With fandity of reafon , might ereft 
His ftature, and upright with front ferene 
Govern the reft, felf-knowing ; and from thence, 
Magnanimous, to correfpond with Heay'n; 511 
But grateful to acknowledge whence his good 
Defcends ; thither with heart , and voice , and eyes 
Direded in devotion, to adore 
And worfhip Gqd fupreme, who made him chief 
Of all his works: therefore th* Omnipotent 516 
Eternal Father (for where is not he 
Prefent?) thus to his Son audibly fpake. 

Let us make now Man in our image, Man 
In our fimilitude , and let them rule 5x0 

Qver the fifh, and fowl, of fea and air, 
Beaft of the field , and over all the earth , 
Afld cv'ry creeping thing that creeps the ground ! 

L 5 This 
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This faid, he form'd thee, Adam, thee O Man! 
Duft of the ground; and in thy noftrils breath'd 51; 
The breath of life : in his own iipage he 
Created thee, in the image of Gov 
Exprefs , and thou becam'it a living foul . 
Maje he created thee, but thy confort 
Female, for raee: then blefs'd mankind, & faid, $3$ 
Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth, 
Subdue it, arjd throughout dominion hole} 
Over fifti of the fea, and fowl of th'air, 
And ev'ry living thing that moves on th' earth, 
Wbere-ever thus created, for no. place 5JJ 

Is yet diftind by name . Thence ( as thou know'ft ; 
He brought thee into this delicious grove, 
This garden; planted with the trees of God $ 
Delegable both to behold and tafte: 
And freely all their pieafant fruit for food $40 

Gave thee (all forts are here that all th' earth yields, 
Variety without end / ) but of the Tree , 
Which tailed works knowledge of good and evil , 
Thou may'ft not : in the day thou eat'ft , thou dy'ft : 
peath is the penalty impos'd, beware/ • 545 
And govern well thy appetite, left Sin 
Surpnfe thee, and tier black attendant Death. 

Here finifh'd H$ , and all that he had made 
View'd, and behold ! ail was entirely good; 
So Ev'n and Morn accompliih'd the lixth Day : 550 
Yet not 'till the Creator from his work 
Defining , though unwearied , up retura'd ; 
Up to the Heaven of heav'ns, his high abode, 
Thence to behold this pew created world , 
Th* addition of his empire, how it Ihew'd 555 

In profpe<£t from his throne, how good, how fair, 
Anfwering his great idea v Up he rode 
Follow'd with acclamation, and the found 
Symphonieus of ten thoufand harps, that tun'd 
Angelic harmonies;, the earth, the air 560 
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Rdbunded, (thou rcraember'ft , for thou heardft) 

The heavens and all the conftellations rung : 

The planets in their ftation lift'ning ftood , 

While the bright pomp afcended jubilant. 

Open, ye eyerlafting gates, they fung, 56^ 

Open, ye Heav'ns, your living doors; let in 

The Great Crpator, from his work return *d 

Magnificent, his fix days worjc, a World ! 

£>pcn , and'}ienceforth oft ; for G o p will deign 

To vifit oft the dwellings of juft men , 570 

Delighted ; and with frequent intercourfe 

Thither wilf fend his winged mefTcngers , 

On errand^ of fupernal grace . So fung 

The glorious train afcending : He through Heav'n , 

That open'd wide her blazing portals, led 57$ 

To Gop/s eternal houfe direct the way; 

A broad and ample rpad, whofe dint is gold 

And pavement liars , as ftars to thee appear 

Seen in the galaxy (that milky way 

Which nightly , as a circling zone , thou feed 580 

Poudenj with ftars.) And now. on earth tfce feventk 

fev'ning arofe in Eden, for the Sun 

Was fet, and twilight from the call came on , 

Forerunning night ; when , at the holy mpunt 

0f Heay'n's high-feated top, tli* imperial throne 585 

Of Godhead , fix'd for ever firm and fare , 

The Filial Pow'r arriv'd, and fat him down 

With his Great Father: for he alfo went 

Jnvilible, yet ftaid (fuch privilege 

Hath Omniprefence) and the work ordaiVd, 590 

Author and end of fell things ; and from work 

ftow retting , blefs'd and haJIow'd the fev'nth Day , 

As refting on that day from all his work : 

3ut not in filence holy kept; the harp 

Had work and rcf^cd not , the folemn pipe 595 

And dulcimer , all organs of fweet Hop , 

All founds on fret by firing , or golden wire , 

Temper '4 foft tunings, in,termix'd with* voice 

Chorali 
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Choral, or unifon: of incenfe clouds* 

Fuming from golden cenfers , hid the mount : . 600 

Creation, and the fix Days a$s, they fung. 

Great are thy works , Jehovah, infinite 
Thy pow'r / what drought can meafure thee, or tongue 
Relate thee* Greyer now in thy return 
Than from the Giantr Angels: Thee that day 605 
Thy thunders magnify'd; but to create 
Is greater, than created to deftroy. 
Who can impair thee, Mighty King/ or bound 
Thy empire? Eafily the proud attempt 
Of fpirits apoftate, and their counfels vain, 610 
Thou haft repell'd ; while impioufly they thought 
Thee to diminiih, and from thee withdraw 
The number of thy worfhippers. Who feeks 
To leilen thee , againft his purpofe ferves 
To manifeft the more thy might: his evil 6i$ 

Thou ufeft, and from thence creat'ft more good. 
Witnefs this npw-made world , another Heav'n ! 
From Heaven-gate not far , founded in view 
On the clear hyaline, the glaffy fea; * 
Of amplitude almoft immenfe, with (tars 610 

Numerous, and ev'ry ftar perhaps a world 
Of deftin'd habitation ; but thou know'ft 
Their feafons j among thefe the feat of men, 
Earth, with her nether ocean circumrus'd, 614 
Their pleafant dwelling-place. Thrice hnppy men/ 
And fons of men/ whom Goo hath thus advane'd. 
Created in his image, there to dwell 
And worfhip him ; and in reward to rute 
Over his works , on earth , in fea , or air ; 
And multiply a race of worfhjppers 630 

Holy and juft : thrice happy if they know 
Their tiappinefs, and perfevere upright! 

So fung they* and the empyrean rung 
JWth halleluiahs: Thus was Sabbath kept. 

And 
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And thy requcft think now fulfill'd, that ask'd 635 

How firft this world and face of thing? began, 

And what before thy memory was done 

From the beginning , that pofterity 

Inform'd by thee might know . If elfe thou feek'ft 

Ought, not furpafling human mcafure, fay. 640 

PARADISE LOST, 

11 o o k r 1 1 1. 

The ARGUMENT. 

Adam inquires concerning cotleftial motions ; is doubtfully 
anfwer d , and exhorted to fearcb rather things mor$ 
worthy of knowledge. Adam affenis: and fill I doftrous 
to dethin Raphael, relates to him what he remember d 
Jincg bis own creation; his placing inParadife; his 
talk with GoD concerning folitude and fit fociety; 
his firft muting and nuptials with Eve ; his difcourje x 
with the- Angel there- upon-; who 9 after admonitions 
repeated , departs. 

iHE Angel ended, and in Adam's ear 
k So charming kft his voice, that he a 
while 
Thought him ftili fpeaking, dill flood 
1 fix'd to hear : 
Then, as new wak'd, thus gratefully reply 'd. 

What thanks Sufficient , or what recompense 3 
Equal, have I to render -thee, divine 
Jiiftorian ? who thus largely haft .aUay'4 

JThe 

Digitized by VjOOQIC ' 




174 PARADISE LOST. BookVIlk 

The third I had fcf kriowledge , and vouchfaf d 
This frkndly condefccnfion to relate 
Thing*; elfe by me unfearchable ; now heard id 
With wonder, but dfchght; and,. as is due, 
With glory attributed to the high 
Creator. Something yet of doubt reitoainsi 
Which only thy folution can refolve. v 

When I behold this goodly frame , this world t j 
Of heav'n and earth confiding; and compute' 
Their magnitudes; this earth a fpor, a grain $ 
^Va atpm » with the fifmatnent compar'd , 
And all her number'd ftars ; that feera to rowf 
Spaces incomfrehenfiblfc , (for fuch id 

Their diflahce argues, and their fwift return 
Jpnirnal) meerly to o&ckte light 
Round this tipacous earth , this punctual fpot, 
One day and night; in all their vaft furvejr 
Uielefs beiides : reafoning I oft admire, 2$ 

How Nature* wife and frugal, could commit 
Such difproportions; with foperfluous hand, 
So many nobler bodies to create, ,, 

Greater fo manifold, to this one ufe; « 
( For ought appears ) and on their orbs ihipofe 3d 
Such refuefs revolution day by day 
Repeated* while the fedentary earth, 
(That better might with for left compafi move) 
Serv'd by mpre noble than hfer felf , attains 
Her end without lead motion ; and receives 3 \ 

( As tribute > fiich a fumleft journey brought 
Of incorporeal fpoed) her, warmth and light; 
- Speed , to dticribe whofe fwiftocft number feifc. 

So fpake our fire , antl by his courffnatnee feemM 
Entring on ftudious thoughts abftruic ; whi§fc EU 40 
Perceiving, where ihe fat retir'd in fight, 
"With lowlinefs majeftic from her feat, 
And grace, that won who faw to wiiji her ftay, 
Rofe; and wept forth amogg herft^s and ffow'rs, 
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To vifit how they profper'd , bad and bloo» f 4$ 

Her nitrfery : that at her coming fprung, 

And touch'd by her fair tendance gladlier grew. 

Yet went fhe not, as not with fuch difcourfc 

Delighted, or not capable her ear 

Of what was high : fuch pleafure (he refcrv'd, 54 

Adam relating, fhe fole auditrefs: 

Her husband the relater (he prefcr'd 

Before the Angel * and of him to ask 

Chofe rather: he, (he knew , would intermit 

Grateful digreffions, and folve high difpute 5 J 

With conjueal careffes: from his lip 

Not words alone pleas'd her. ( O when meet now 

Such pairs, in lev? and mutual honor join'd?) 

With Goddefs-like demeanor forth (he went; 

Not unattended ! for on her , as Queen j 60 

A pomp of winning Graces waited (till • 

And from about her (hot darts of deflrc 

Intq all eyes, to wi(h her Mill in fight. 

And Kapha*! .now, to Adam's doubt proposed # 

Benevolent, and facil thus reply i. 6$ 

To ask or fearch I blame thee not, for heav*n 
1$ as the book of G 6 b before thee fet , 
therein to read his wondrous wotks , and learn 
His feafons, hours, or days, or months, or years* 
This to attain 1 whether heaVn move or earth f 70 
Imports not, if thou reckon right; the reft, 
trofft mftrvre* Angel, the Great Architect 
Did wifely to conceal ; and not divulge 
His fecrets to be fcan'd by them who ought 
Rather admire. Or, if t&ey lift to try 75* 

Conjecture, he his fabric of the heav'ns 
Hath left to their difpmes, perhaps to move 
His laughter <at their quaint opinions wide 
Hereafter; when they come to model heav'n, 
And calculate the ftars, how they will wield 80 

The migjb$y/ran*e; how kuild, unbuild, contrive 

Ti 
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To rave appearances; how gird the fj>herc 

With centric and eccentric fcribl'd o'er, 

Cycle and epicycle, orb in orb. 

Already by thy reasoning this I gaefs, 8$ 

Who art to lead thy off-Jpring, and fuppofeft, 

That bodies bright and greater mould not ferve 

The lefs not bright, nor hcav'n fuch journies ran,' 

Earth fitting ftill, when (he alone receives 

The benefit. Confider firft, that great, 90 

Or bright , infers not excellence : the earth 

Though , in companion t>f heav'n , fo fmall P 

Nor glittering, may of folid good contain 

More plenty than. the Sun, that barren (nines; 

Whofe virtue on it felf woiks no effect, oj 

Butjn the fruitful earth: there firft receiv'd, 

His beams (una&ive elfe) their vigor find. 

Yet not to earth are thofe bright luminaries 

Officious, but to thee, earths habitant. 

And for the heav'ns wide circuit , let it fpeak roa 

The Maker's high magnificence; who built , 

So fpatioiis, and his line ftretcht out fo fer^ 

That man may know he dwells not in his own * 

An edifice too large for him to fill, 

Lodg'd in a fmall partition ; and the reft IOJ 

OrdahVd for ufes to his Lord beft known. / 

The fwiftnefs of thofe circles attribute , 

(Though numberlefs) to his omnipotence, 

That to corporeal fubftances could add 

Speed almoft fpirituah me thou think'ft sot flow, I to 

Who fince the morning-hour fet out from Heav'n, 

Where God reiides; and e're mid-day arrived 

In Eden: diftance ineiprefllble 

By numbers that have name ! but this I urge , 

Admitting motion in the beav'ns; to (hew nj 

Invalid, that which thee to doubt it mov'd: 

Not that I fo affirm, though fo it feem 

To thee who haft thy dwelling here on' earth . 

Gob, to remove his ways from human fettle , 
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Plac'd heav n from earth fo far, that cafthly fight, 120 

If it prefume, might err in things too high, 

And no advantage gam. What if the Sun 

Be centre to the world ; and other Oars 

(By his attra&ive virtue, and their own, 

Incited; dance about him various rounds? 115 

Their wandring courfe now high, now low, then hid, 

Proereflive, retrograde, or (landing ftill, 

In fix thou feeft : and what if fev'nth to thefe 

The planet Earth ( fo ftedfaft though (he feem) 

Infenfibly three different motions move? 130 

Which clfe to feveral fpheres thou muft afcribe, 

Mov'd contrary with thwart obHauitiesj 

Or fave the Sun his' labor, and that fwift 

No&urnal and diurnal rhomb fuppos'd, 

Invifiblc elfe above all ftars, the wheel 135 

Of day and nteht: which needs not thy belief, 

If earth , induftrious of her felf , fetch day 

Travelling eaft ; and with her part avcrfe 

From the Sun's beam , meet night ; her other part 

Still luminous by his ray. What if that light, 140 

(Sent front her through the wide tranfpicuaus air ) 

To the terrcftrial moon be as a ftar, 

Inlightning her by day, as (he by night 

This earth , reciprocal ? if land be there , 

Fields and inhabitants : her fpots thou feeft 14 j 

As clouds , and clouds may rain , and rain produce 

Fruits in her foften'd foil , for fome to eat 

Allotted there: and other Suns perhaps, 

With their attendent moons , thou wilt defcry , 

Communicating male and female light, 150 

(Which two great fexes animate the world) 

Stor'd in each orb, perhaps, with fome that live. 

For fuch vail room in nature unpotfefs'd 

By living foul, defert and defolate, 

Only to (hine, yet fcarcc to contribute 15$ 

Each orb a glimpfe of light , convey'd fo far 

Down to this Jubijable* which returns 

M' tight 
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Light back to them , is obvious to difputc. 
But whether thus there things > Or whether not; 
Whether the Sun, predominant in heav'n, ifo 
Rife on the earth ; or earth rife on the Sun ; 
He , from the eaft his flaming road begin ; 
Or (he, from weft her filent courfe advance* 
With inoffenfive pace ( that fpinning fleeps 
On her foft axle , while (he paces ev'n , *6j 

And bears thee foft with the fmooth air along) 
Sollicit not thy thoughts with matters hid t 
Leave them to Gob above, him fervc and fear. 
Of other creatures, as him pleafes bed* 
Where-ever plac'd, let him difpofe: joy thou 170 
In what he gives to thee, this Paradife 
And thy fair Eve: Heav'n is for thee too high 
To know what partes there; be lowly wife: 
Think only what concerns thee , and thy being; 
Dream not of other worlds, what creatures there 1% 
Live, in what ftate, condition or degree; 
Contented that thus far hath been rcveal'd , 
Not of earth only , but of higheft Hcav'p . 

To whom thus A d a m , clear*d of doubt, reply'd . 
How fully haft thou fatisfy'd me, pure 180 

Intelligence of Heav'n, Angel ferene! 
And freed from intricacies taught to live, 
The eafieft way ; nor with perplexing thoughts 
To interrupt the fweet of life , from which 
God hath bid dwell far-off all anxious cares, 185 
And not moleft us, unlefs we our felves 
Seek them with wandring thoughts, and notions vain. 
But apt the mind, or fancy, is to rove 
"Uncheck'd, and of her roving is no end: 
'Till warn'd , or by experience taught , (he learn , 190 
That not to know at large of things remote 
From ufe, obfeure and fubtile, but to know 
That which before us lies in daily life , ~ 
Is the prime wifdom: what is more, is fume, 

Or 
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Or ehiptinefs, or fond impertinence; 195 

And renders us in things that moft concern 

Unpra&is'd, unprepar'd, andftill to feek. 

Therefore from this high pitch let us deicend 

A lower flight; and fpeak of things at hand 

Ufcful , whence happy mention may arife i$d 

Of fomething not unlfcafonable to ask , 

By Aiftrance, and thy wonted favor deign'd. 

Thee 1 have heard relating what was done 

E're my remembrance: now* hear me relate 

My ftory, which perhaps thou haft not heard: zoj 

And day is yet not fpent , 'till then thou fecft 

How fubdy to detain thee I devife, 

Inviting thee to hear while I relate; 

Fond ! were it not in hope of thy reply . 

For while I fit with thee* I fcem in Heav'n* tro 

And fwecter thy dtfcourfe is to my ear 

Than fruits of Palm-tree ( pleafanteft to thirft, 

And hunger both , from labor) at thr hour 

Of fweet repaft : they filiate , and fooa fill , 

Tho' pleafant; but thy words with grace divine 215 

Imbu'd, bring to their fweetnefs no fatiety . 

To whom thus RAPHAEt anfwer'd heav'nly meek. 
Nor are thy lips ungraceful , Sire of nten ! 
Nor tongue ineloqut nt ; for G o p on thee 
Abundantly bis gifts hath alfo ppur'd , HO 

Inward and outward both , his i/nage fair , 
Speaking* or mute, all comhnefs and grace 
Attends thee , and each word , each motion , forms: 
Nor lefs think we in Heav'n of thee on e?u:th, 
Than of our fellow-fervant ; and inquire " 21 $ 
Gladly into the ways of G o with Man 1 
For Goo we fee hath honor'd thee , and fet 
On Man his equal love. Say therefore on ; 
For I that day was abfent , as befel , 
Bound on a voyage uncouth and obfeure, 130 

Far on excurfion toward tfc gat cs of Hell , 

Mz Squat'd 
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Squar'd in full legion, (fuch cbnamand we had) 

To fee that none thence iflu'd forth a fpy , * 

Or enemy , while God was in hi* work > 

Left he'(incens'd at fudi eruption bold) 2.35 

Deflruction with creation might have rnix'd . 

*Not that they durft without bis leave attempt; 

But us he fends' upton his high behefts 

For ltatc , as Sov'reign King ; and ro inure 

Our preempt obedience. Faft we found, fall foot 146 

The diftnai gates , and barricado'd ftrong ! 

But long e're our approaching heard within 

Noife, other than the found of dance or fongi 

Torment, and loud lament, and furious rage: 

Glad we return'd up to lire coaft of Hght 145 

E're fabbath-ev'ning: fo we had in charge. 

Bat thy relation now ! for I attend , 

Pleas'd with thy words no lefs than thou \rith mine. 

So fpake the ^God-like Pow'r , and thus our fire. 
For Man to- tell how human life began ijo 

Is hard ; far who himfclf beginning knew ? 
Defire with thee ftill longer to converVe 
Induc'd me. — As new wak'd from founded fleep, 
Soft on the flow'ry herb I found tnc laid , 
In balmy fwfcat ; which with his beams the Sun 255 
Soon dry'd , and on the reaking moiftuxe fed. 

' Straight toward heav'n my wondring eyes I tura'd, 
And gaz'd a while the ample sky; 'till rais'd 
By quick inftinfiive motion, up I fprune, 
As thitherward indeavouring, and: upright ^ 160 
Stood on my feet . About me round I faw 
Hill, dale, and fhady woods, and. funny plains, 
And liquid lapfe of murnVring ftreams: by thefe, 

, Creatures that liv'd , and moy'd, and walk'd, or lew; 
Birds on the branches warbling ; all things fmiVd : 16$ 
With fragrance , and with joy , my heart o'erflowU 
My felf 1 then perus'd, and limb by limb 
Survey 'd, and fometimes went, and fometimes ran 

With 
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With fupple joints , as lively vigor led • 

But who I was, 6r where, or from what caufe, 170 

Knew not: to fpeak I try'd, and forthwith, fpake; 

Igy tongue obey'd», and readily could name 

Whatever I faw . Thou Sun , laid I , fair light ! 

And thou inlighten'd earth , fo frefb and gay l 

Ye hills and dales, ye rivers, woods and plains! 175; 

And ye that live and move, fair creatures I tell, 

Tell (if ye faw) how came I thus, how here. 

Not of my fclf --.- By fome great Maker then, 

Tn goodnefs and in pow'r preeminent. 

Tell me, how may I know him , how adore, 180. 

From whom I have that thus I move, and live, 

4nd feel that I am happier than I know. 

While thus I call'd , and ftoay'd I knew not whither,. 

From where I firft drew air, and firft beheld 

This happy light ; when anfwer none return d, *8j 

On a green ftjady bank profufe of flow'rs 

P^nfive I fat me down . There gentle fleep 

Firft found me , and ; with foft oppreffion feis'd 

My droufed fenfe, unjtroubi'd (though I thought 

I then was faffing to my. former ftatp 190, 

Infenfible* and forthwith to diffolve) 

AJfhen fuddenly flood at my head a dream., - 

Whofe inward apparition gently mov'4 

My fancy, to believe I yet had being, 

And liv'4 One Qame, methought, of fhape divine, 29 j 

And faid, „ Thy manfion wants thee, Adam, rife , 

,t Firft man , of men innumerable ordain'd 

„ Firft father! call'd by thee, I come thy guide 

„ To the garden of blifs, thy feat prepar'd. „ 

'So faying, by the hand he took me rais'd; 300 

And over fields and waters, as in air,. 

Sjnooth r fliding withoiu itep * laft led me up 

A woody mountain; whofe high tpp was plain: 

A circuit wide-inclos'd * with goodlieft trees 

Planted, with walks, &bow'rs; that what I faw 305 

0/ earth before feajree pieafant feqm.'d. Each tree 
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Loaden with fkireft fruit , that hung tp th' eye 

Tempting, ftir*d in me fudden appetite 

To pluck and eat ; whereat I wak'd , aftd found 

Before mine eyes att reall , as the dream 3*4 

Had lively fhadow'd. Here had new btgufc 

My waiidru*g, had not he, who was my gtfde 

Up hither, from among the trees appear'd, 

Prefeflce Divine ! rejoicing , but with awe t 

In adoration at his feet f fell 315 

Subnfifs : He rea/d me, 8$ „ whom thou fooghfft I am, 

Said mildly t n Author of all this thou feed 

„ Above, or round about thee, or beneath. 

„ This Paradife 1 giye thee , count it thine 

„ To till and keep , and of the fruit to eat : 32* 

„ Of every tree jhat in the garden grows 

„ Eat freely with glad heart; fear here no dearth: 

„ But of the tree whofe operation brings 

„ Knowledge of Good and 111, which I have fet 

„ The pledge of thy obedience and thy faith , 315 

„ Amid the garden by the Tree of Life , 

„ (Remember what 1 warn the^l) (hujvtotafte, 

4, And ihun the bitter confequence y for know , 

„ The day thou eat'ft thereof, my fole command 

„ Tranfgreft, inevitably thou (halt dye; 330 

„ From that day mortal : and this happy (late 

„ Shalt loJet, expell'd from hence into a world 

„ Of woe arid furrow.,, — Sternly he pronouncM 

The" rigid interdiction , which refounds 

Yet dreadful in mine ear , though in ray choice 33$ 

Not to incur: but foon his clear alpe& 

Return'd, and gracious purpofe thus renew'd. 

„' Not only theie fair bounds , but all the earth 

„ To thee and to thy race I give : as Lords 

„ Poflefs it , and all things that therein live , 340 

„ Or live in fea, or air, beaft , fiih , atid fowl; | 

„ In fign whereof, each bird, and bead, behold 

„ After their kinds: I bring rhem to receive 

a t From thee their i*ames , and jpay th,ce fealty 
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„ With low fubjedHoa : underftand the fame 34S 
„ Of fifti within thiir watry residence, 
„ Not hither fummon'd* fince they cajioot change 
„ Their element to draw the thinner air.,, 
As thus he fpake , each bird and beaft behold 
Approaching, two and two; thefe, cowVing low 35a 
With blandiftunent; each bird ftoop'd on his wing. 
I nam'd them , as they p*fs*d , and tmderftood 
Their nature (with (lich knowledge God indu'd 
My fudden apprchenfion ! ) but in thefe 
I found not what me-thought I wanted flill ; 355 
J&hd to the heav'uly Vifion thus prefum'd . 

O by what name ( for thou above all thefe , 
Above mankind , or otfght than mankind higher, 
Surpaffcft far my naming ) how may 1 
Adore thee, Author of this univerfc, 360 

And all this good to man ? For whofc well-being 
So amply, and with hanifo liberal 
Thou haft provided all things . But with me 
I fqe not who partakes : in' folitude 
What haprJInefs, who can enjay alone? 365 

Or all enjoying, what contentment; find? 

Thus I prefumptuous; and the Vifion bright, 
As with a froile more brighten'd, thus reply'd. 

What call'ft thou folitude ? Is not the earth 
With various living creatures , and the air 370 

Replenifh'd , and all thefe at thy command 
To come and play before thee ? Know'ft thou not 
Their language and thfeir ways ? They alfo know » 
And reafen not contemptibly; with thefe 
Find paftime, and bear rule J thy realm i* large. 375 

So fpake the Univerfal Lord^ ^nd fctrn'i 
So ordering : I , with leave of ffaech implor'd, 
A&d humjWe deprecation, thus reply'd, :' 

f M 4 Let 
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Let not my words offend thee, heav'nly Pow'r, 
fAy Maker, be propitious while I fpeakl 38a 

Haft thou not made me here thy fubftitute, 
And thefe inferior far beneath me feti 
Among unequals what fociety 
Can fort, what harmony, or true delight? 
Which muft be mutual, in proportion due 385* 

Giv'n and received: but in difparity 
(The one intenfe, the other ftill remifs) 
Cannot well fuk with either, but foon prove 
Tedious alike . Of fellowfhip I fpeak 
Such as I feek , fit to participate tq& 

AH rational delight; wherein the brute 
Cannot be human confort : they rejoyce 
Each with their kind, lion with lionefs;. 
So fitly them in pairs thou haft combin'd : 
Much lefs can hird wkh beaft , or filh with fowl 395 
So well converfe, nor with the ox the ape: 
Worfe then can man with beaft, and leaft of all 

Whereto th* Almighty anfwer'd , not difpleas'd. 
A nice and fubtile happinefs I fee ' r 

Thou to thy feif propofeft , in the choice 400 

Of thy aflbciates , Adam; and wilt tafle 
No pleafurc (though in pkafure) fohtary. 
What think'ft thou then of me, an,d this my ftate? 
Seem I to thee fufficiently poffeft 
Of happinefs, or not, who am alone 40J 

From all eternity? for none I know 
Second to me , or Kke ; equal much left . 
How have I then with whom to hold converfe , 
Save, with the creatures which I made , and tfcofe 
To me inferior, infinite defcents 410 

Beneath what other creatures are to, tb.ee ? 

He ceas*d, I lowly anfwer'd. To attain . 
The height, and depth of thy eternal ways, 
All human thoughts come ftiprt. Supreme of things \ 
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Thou in thj fdf art perfect, and in thee 41$ 

Is no defipence found. Not fo is Man, 

Bat in degree ; the caufe of his defire 9 

Py converfation with his like to help, 

Or folace his defers. No need that thou 

Should'ft propagate, already Infinite; 410 

And through all numbers abfolute , though ONE, 

But Man by number is to manifeft 

Jiis finglp imperfection; and beget 

Like of his like',' his image multiply f d: 

In unity defe&ive, which requires 41 5 

Collateral love, and deareft amity. 

Thou in thy fecrcfy although alone, 

Beft with thy felf accompany'd , feek'ft not 

Social communication: yet, fo pleas'd, 

Canft raife thy creature , to what height thou wilt 

Of union or communion, deify'd: 431 

I by converfing cannot thefe ere<ft 

From prone, nor in their ways complacence find. 

Thus I imbolden'd fpake,,and freedom us'd 
Permiffive, and acceptance found-, which gain'4 435 
This ajifwer from the gracious Voice Diyine. 

Thus far to try thee, An am , I was pleas'd; 
And find thee knowing , not of beads alone , 
(Which thou haft rightly nam'd^ but of thy felf: 
Expreffing well the Ipirit within thee free , 440 

}A\ Image, not imparted to the brute: 
Wnofe fellowftrip therefore unmeet for thee, 
Good reafon was thou freely (houldft diflike ; 
And be fa minded ftill . \ , e're thou fpak'ft , 
Knew it not good for man to be alone: . 44 j 
And no fuch company as then thou faw'ft 
Intended thee; for tryal only brought, 
To f$e how thou couldft judge of fit and meet . 
"What next I bring ihall plcafe thee , be affur'd , 
Thy Hkenefs , thy fit help , thy other felf, 450 

Th jr ^vifli , exa&ly to tfcy heart's defire . 

Ms He 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ift PARADISE LOST- BookVlll. 

He ended , or t heard no more , lor now 
My earthly by his heav'nly overpower'd , 
Which it had long ftood under , ftrain'd to th* height 
In that coeleftial colloquy fublime , 455 

(As with an objedfc that excels the &nfe f 
Daxl'd and fpcnt) funk down , and fought repair 
Of fleep , which inftantly fell on me , call'd 
By nature as in aid , and clos'd mine eyes . 
Mine eyes he clos'd , but open left the cell 460 

Of fancy , my internal fight ; by which 
(Abftrad: as in a tranfe) methought I faw , 
Though fleeping, where I lay, and faw the ftiape 
Still glorious before whom awake I ftood : 
Who ftooping open'd my left fide , and took 465 
From thence a rih , with cordial fpirits warm , 
And life-blood ftreaming frefh: wide was the wound, 
' But fuddenly with fte(h fill'd up and heal'd * 
The rib he form'd and fafhion'd with his hands: 
Under his forming hands a qreature grew 470 

Man-like, but different fex: fo lovely fair J 
That what feem'd fair in all the world , feem'd now 
Mean , or in her fumra'd up t in her contain'6 , 
And in her looks-; which from that time infus'd 
Sweetnefs into my heart, unfek before: * 475 
And into all things from her air infpir'd 
The fpirit of love, and amorous delight. 
She difappear'd , and left me dark / I wak'd 
To find her, or for ever to deplore 
Her loft, and other pleafures all abjure. 48fo 

When out of hope, behold her/ not far off; 
Such as I faw her in my dream , adorn 'd 
With what all earth or heaven could beftow x 
To make her amiable : On fli.e came , 
Led by her heav'nly Maker (though unfeen) 485 
And guided by his voice ; nor uninformM 
'Of nuptial fan&ity, and marriage rites: 
Grace was in all her fteps, heav'ri in her eye, 
In every gefture dignity and love/ • 

J overjoy'd coujd not forbear aloud. -• 490 

This 
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This turn hath made amends; Thou haft folffli'd 
Thy words* Creator bounteous and benign/ 
Giver of all things fair/ but Jaireft this 
Of all thy gifts, .nor envieft. I now fee 
Bone of my bone , flelh of my fldh , my fc If 494 
Before me : woman is her name, of man 
Extracted : for this caufe he Ihall forgo 
Father and mother , and t/his wife adhere ; 
And they Ihall be one flefti , one heart, one foul. 

She heard me thus , *nd tho' divinely brongbt« 500 
Yet innocence, and virgin modejly t 
Her virtue , and the confeience of her worth , 
That would be woo'd , and not unfought be won , 
Not obvious, not t>btrufive , but retir'd, 
The more defirable: or, to fay all, 50 j 

Nature her felf (though pure of finful thought) 
Wrought in her fo 9 mat feeing me, Ihe turn'd. 
I follow -d her ; (he what was honor knew , 
And with obfequious majefty approv'd, 
My pleafed realon. — * To the nuptial bow'r 513 
I led Her blufhing like the morn : all ibeav'n , 
And happy cotuleliations , on that hou,r 
Shed their feletfeft influence ; the earth 
Gave fign of gratulation , and each hill : 
Joyous the birds; freih gales, and gentle airs 515 
Wnifpefd it to the woods , and from their wings 
Flung rofe, flung odors from the fpicy Ihrub, 
Difporting/ till the amourous bird of night 
Sung fpoufal, and bid hafte the ev'ning itar 
On his hill-top, to light the brida.1 lamp. 510' 

Thus I have told thee all my (late , and brought 
My ftorv to the fum of earthly blifs , 
Which I enjoy; and mud confefs to find 
In all things elfe delight indeed, but fuch 
As us'd or not, works in the mind no change, 52.5 
Nor vehement defirc; thefe delicacies 
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I mean of tafte, fight, fmcll, herbs, fruits, and flow'rs, 

Walks , and the melody of birds : but here 

Far otherwife, tranfported I behold, 

.Tranfported touch: here paffion firft I felt, 530 

Commotion ftrange ! in all enjoyments elfe 

Superior, and unmov'd; here only weak, 

Againft the charm of beauty's powerful glance. 

Or Nature fail'd in me , and left fome part; 

Not proof enough fuch obje& to fuftain ; 53$ 

Or from my fide fubdudting , took perhaps 

More than enough: at leaft, on her beftow'd 

Too much of ornament ; in outward (hew 

Elaborate, of inward fcfs exad. 

For well I .underftand in the prime end 540 

Of Nature, her th* inferior, in the mind 

And inward faculties , which moft excel : 

In butward alfa her relerabling lefs 

His image who made both ; and lefs expreffing 

The charter of that dominion giv'n $4? 

O'er other creatures. Yet, when i approach 

Her lovelinefs , fo abfolute (he feems' 

And in her felf complete , fo well to know ^ 

Her own ; . that what (he wills to do or fay t 

Seems wifeft, virtuoufeft, difcreteft, bed; 550 

All higher knowledge in her prefence falls 

Pegraded-r wifdom in difcourfe with her 

Jjoics difcount'nane'd , and like folly (hews; 

Authority and reafon on her wait, 

As one intended firft , not after road$ 555 

Occafionally : and (to confummate all ) 

Greatnefs of mind , and noblenefs , their feat 

Build in her lovelieft, and create an awe 

About her, as a guard Angelic plac'd. 

To whom the Angel with contracted brow . 560 

Accufe not Nature, (he hath done her part; 
Po thou but thine , and be nQt diffident 

Of 
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Of wifdom : (he defcrts thee not , if thou 
Difmifs not her, when mod thou need'ft her nigh; 
By attributing over-much to things 565 

Lefs excellent , as thou thy felf perceiv'ft . 
For what admir'ft thou, what tranfports thee fo? 
An outfide? fair no doubt, and worthy well 
Thy chertfhug , thy honoring , and thy love ; 
Not thy fubjedion . Weigh with her thy felf; 570 
Then value: oft-times nothing profits more 
Than felf-efteem , grounded on juft and right, 
Well manag'd; of that skill the more thou know'ft J 
The more lhe will acknowledge thee her Head, 
And to realities yield all her Ihews: 575 

Made fo adorn for thy delight the more; , 
So awful , that with honor thou may'ft love 
Thy mate; wfio fees, when rhou art feen lcaft wife. 
But if the fenfe of touch , whereby mankind 
Is propagated, feem fuch dear delight 580 

Beyond all other; ftrink the fame vouchfafd 
To cattd, and each beaft; Which would not be 
To them made common, and divulg'd, if ought 
Therein enjoy'd were worthy to fubdue 
The foul of man , or paffion in him move. 585 
What higher in her fociety thou findft 
Attractive ,* human , rational, love (till: 
In loving thou doft we#, in paffion not; 
v Wherein true love confifts not . Love refines 
The thoughts , and heart enlarges ; hath his feat 590 
In reafon, and is judicious j is the fcale 
By which to heav nly love thou may'ft afefend; 
Not funk in carnal pleafure; for which caufe, 
Among the beads no mate for thee was found. . 

To whom thus, half abafti'd, Adam reply 'd. 595 
Neither her out-fide form'd fo fair , nor ought 
In procreation common to all kinds, 
(Though higher of the genial bed by far, 
And with myiterious.'revercnce I dtcm) 

So 
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So much Mights me , as thofe graceful ads 9 6co 
Thofe thOufand decencies that daily flow 
From all her words, and adtons, mix'd with love* 
And fweet compliance , which dedare unfeign'd 
Union of mind, or in us both one foul; 
Harmony to behold in wedded pair* 605 

More grateful than harmonious found to th fc ear* 
Vet thefc fubjea not : 1 to thee difclofe 
What inward thence I feel ; not therefore foil'd ; 
\Vho meet with various objects , from the fenfe 
Varioudy reprefenting ; yet ftill free, 6id 

Approve the beft , and follow what I approve . 
To love thou blam'ft toe not; for love thou fay'ft 
Leads up to Heav'n * is both the way and guide; 
Bear uith me then, if lawful what I ask: 
Love not the heav'nly fpirits? And how their love 
fexprefs they ? By looks only? Or do they mix 616 
lrradiance, virtual or immediate touch? 

To whom the Angct, (witn a finile that glowM 
Cceleftial rofy-red, love's proper hue) 
Anfwer'd . Let it fuffice thee that thou know* 6*io 
Us happy, and without love no happihefs* 
Whatever pure thou in thy body enjoy'ft^ 
(And pure thou wert created) we enjoy 
In eminence: and obftacle find none 
Of membrane , joint , or limb , exdufive bars s 61 J 
Eafier than air with air§ if fpirits embrace, 
Total they mix; union of pure with pure 
Defiring : nor reftrain'd conveyance need » 
As flefh to mix>with flefh , or foul with foul 4 
But I can now no more: the parting Sun 630 
Beyond the earth's green cape , and verdant ifles , 
Hesperean feu , my fignal to depart . 
Be firong, Hve happy, and love! But, firft of all, 
HIM, whom to love is to obey , and keep 
His great command: take heed left paflion fway 635 
Thy judgment to do ought) which she free will . 

Would 
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Would not admit: thine, and of all thy ions. 

The weal or woe in thee is plac'd; beware ! 

I in thy perfevermg ihall rcjoyce, 

And all the bleft . Stand faft I to fUhd or fall 640 

Free in thine own arbitrament it liefs : 

Perfect within, no outward aid requires, 

And all temptation to trangrefs repel. 

So faying, he arofe: whom Adam thus 
Followed, with benediction . Since to part ! 64J 

Go heav'nly gueft, ethereal meffenger, 
Sent from whofe fov'reign goodnefs I adore I 
Gentle to me * and affable , hath been 
Thy condefcenfion , and (hall be honored ever 
With grateful mcm6ry : thou to mankind, 6$4 

Be good, and friendly Aill, and oft return I 

So parted they , the Angel up to Heav'n 
From the thick (hade, and Adam to his bow'r. 

PARADISE LOST. 

B 00 K IX. 



The ARGUMENT. 

Satan having compafi the earth , with meditated guile re- 
turns as a mift by night into Panadife , and enters into 
the ferpent fleeping . Adam and Eve in the morning 
go forth to their labors, which Eve propofee to divide 
in feveral places , each laboring apart : Adam confents 
not, alleging the danger left that enemy, of whom. they 
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wire fttrevjarn'd , Jbould attempt bet fimnd alone: 
Eve, {loth to be thought not circumfpeft or firm enough) 
urges her going apart , the rather defirous to make tryal 
of her flrength 5 Ada m at lafi yields : the ferpent finds 
her alone ; hit fubtile approach , fir ft gazsng , then 
fpeaking , with much flattery extolling Eve above all 
other Creatures Eve, tuondring to bear the ferpent 
[peak , asks how he attain d to human fpeech, and [tub 
. underftanding not 'tilt now \ the ferpent anfwers , that 
Jby tafting of a ttrtain tree in the garden he attain d 
hoth to fpeech and reafon , 'till then void of both : Eve 
requires him to bring her to that tree, and finds it to 
be the Trtt of Knowledge forbidden : the ferpent , new) 
grown holder , with many wiles and arguments in- 
duces her at length to eat; jbe 9 pleas' d with the tafte p 
deliberates 4-vjhile ivhether to impart thereof to Adam, 
or not : at laft brings him of the fruit , relates what 4 
perfuaded her to eat thereof; Adam atjbfl *#nazd t 
but perceiving her loft, refolves {through vehemence 
of love) to perijh with her, & extenuating the trefpafs 
eats alfo of the fruit: the effetts thereof in them both; 
they feekto cover their nakednefs: then fall totmriance^ 
and accufation of one another. 

[O more of talk wher* God, or Angel* 
gueft, 
With Man , as with his friend , familial 

us'd 
To fit indulgent, and with him partake 
Rural repaft : permitting him the 4 while 
Venial difcourfe un-blam'd. I nowanuft change $ 
Thofe notes to tragic/ Foul diftruft, and breach 
Disloyal on the part of man, revolt, 
And difobedience : on the part of Heav'n 
(Now alienated/) diftance, and diflafie, 
Anger, and juft rebuke, and judgement giv'n, 10 
That brought into this world a world of woe; 
Sin, and her ihadow Death, and mifcr.y 

Death's 
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Death's harbinger. Sad task I yet argument 

N6t left/ but more heroic than the wrath 

Of ftern Achiilis on his foe perfu'd » 1$ 

Thrice fugitive about Trot wall: or rage 

Of Turnus for Lavxnia dis-efpous'd. 

Or Neptune's ire, or Juno's, that fo long 

Perplex d the Greek, and Cythbrba's fon: 

If anftferable ftyle 1 can obtain 10 

Of my coeleftial patronefs > who deigns 

Her nightly vifitation unimplor'd, 

And dilates to me flumbring; or infpires 

fiafie my unpremeditated vcrfe: 

Since firft this fubjed for .Heroic fong 1 J 

PleasM me, longchufing, and beginning late \ 

Not fedulous by nature to indite 

Wars , hitherto the only" argument 

Heroic deero'd; chief maft'ry to difle& 

With long and tedious havock fabled Knight* 30 

In battels feign'd: (the better fortitude ' 

Of patience , and Heroic Martyrdom , 

Unfun§) or to defcribe Races, and Games, 

Or tilting? furniture, emblajton'd fhields # 

Imprcffes quaint, caparifons, and deeds; 3 J 

Bafes, and tinfel trappings, gorgeous Knights 

At jouft, and tornament; then marftial'd fcaft* 

Serv'd up in hall with fewer*, and feneflials: 

The skil of artifice , or office , mean ! 

Not that which juftly gives Heroic name 49 

To perfon, or to poem. Me (of thefe 

Nor skili'd, nor ftudious) higher argument 

Remains ; fufficient of itfelf to raife 

That name, unlcfs an age too late, or cold 

Climate, or years ♦ damp my intended wing 4 J 

Depreft: and much they may, if all be mine, 

Not hers, who bringa-it nightly to my car. 

The Sun was funk , and after him the ftar 
Of Hespbrvs, whofc office is to bring 

N Twilight 
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Twilight ilpwn the carthf ( ibott arbiter $<* 

'Twixt day and night) and now*, from end to end* 

Night's hemifphere had veil'd th- horiion round: 

Wrien Svr an who late fled before the threats , 

Of GASRitet out of Et>B*u now impror'd 

In meditated fraud, and malkre, bent 5$ 

On man's definition, maugre what might hap 

Of heavier on himfelf , fearlefs return'd. 

By night he fled # and at midnight retura'd 

From comparing the earth; cautious k of day, 

Since U a r e i , regent of the Sun , defcry'd > 66 

His entrance, and forewarn'd the Chetubim, 

That kept their watch: thence fullof angUiih driv'n; 

The fpace of fev'n continu'd nights he rode 

With darknefs ; thrice the equinoaial Line 

He circled ; four times crofs'd the car of Night ej 

From Pole to Pole* travcrfing each Colure; 

Oh th' eighth return'd, and on the coaft averfe 

From entrance, or Cherubic watch , by ftealth 

Found unfufpetfed way . There was a place , 69 

Now not<(tho' fin, not time»firft wrought tfce change) 

Wh we T 1 € * 1 s , at the foot of Paradifc f 

Into a gulph (hot under-ground , 'till part 

Rofc up *' fountain by the Tree of Life . 

In with the river funfc , and with it role 

Satan-, involved in rifing mift; then fought 7 J ' 

Where to lie hid : fea he had fearch d, and land, 

From Ed em over P o n t v s , and the pool 

Ma oTis, up beyond the river Ob: 

Downward -te far antartic : and in length , 

Weft from Oroktes, to the ocean barrd 00 

At D a r 1 1 n : thence, to the land where flows 

Ganges, and In&us, Thus the orbheroamd 

With narrow fearch ; and wkh infpedion deep 

Confidefd every creature* whkh of all 

Moft opportune might ferye his wiles ; and found 85 

The ferpent fubtleft beaft of all the field. 

Him after long debate (irrefolute 
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Of thoughts revol'd) his final fentence chofe 

Fit vefld, fitted imp of fraud, in whom 

To enter, and his dark fuggedions hide 90 

From (harped fight : for in the wily fnake 

Whatever Heights , none would fufpicious mark » 

As from his wit and native fubtilty 

Proceeding; which in other beads obferv'd 

Doubt might beget of diabolic pow'r, 9} 

A&ive within, beyond the fenfe of brute. 

Thus he refolv'd, but fird from inward grief 

His burding paffioh into plaints thus pour'd: 



1: 



O Earth, how like to Heav'n ! if not prefcr'd 
Moreiudly , feat worthier of Gods, as built 100 
With iecond thoughts, reforming what was old ! 
for what God after better , worie would build? 
Terreftrial heav n , danc'd round by other heav'ns 
That ftiine, yet bear their bright officious lamps, 
Light above li'gfit, for thee alone, as feems, 10$ 
In th6e concentring all their precious beams 
Of facre^ influence ! As G o b in Heav'n 
Is centre, yet extends to all; fo thou 
Centring, received from all thofe orbs: ih thee,' 
Not in themfelves, all their known virtue appears no 
Prpdu&ive in herb , plant , and nobler birth 
Of creatures, animate with gradual life, 
Of growth , fenfe , reafon , all fumm'd up in Man I 
With what delight could I have walk'd thee round , 
If I could joy in ought: fweet interchange 115 
Of hill ,' and valley > rivers , woods , and plains ! 
Now land , now lea , and Ihores with fored crown'd, 
Rocks , dens , and caves I But I in none of thefc 
Find place or refuge: and the more I fee 
Pleafures about me, fo much rhqre I feel 110 

Torment within me , as from the hateful fiege 
Of contraries: all good to me becomes 
Bane; and in Heav'n much worfe would be my date. 
But neither here feek I , no nor in Heav'n 

N.t To 
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To dwell, unlefs by maft'ring Heav'n's Supreme; 1*5 
Nor hope to be my felf lefs miferable 
By what I fcek , but Others to make fuch 
As I* though thereby worfe to me redound. 
For only m deftroying I find eafe 
To my tfelefctlefi thoughts; and him deftroy'd, 13* 
Or won to what may work his utter lofs* 
For whom all this was made ; all this will foot* 
Follow, as to him link'd in weal or woe: 
In woe theni that deftruftion wide may range. 
To me ihall be the glory fole among 135 

Th' infernal Pow'rs, in one day to have marr'd 
What he Almighty ftyl'd, lit nights and days 
Continn'd making ; and who knows how long, 
fiefore had been contriving? though perhaps 
-Not longer than fince I f in one night , frctd 140 
From fcrvinide inglorious wdl nigh half 
Th* Angelic name, and thinner left the throng 
Of his adorers. He, to be aveng'd, 
And to repair his numbers thus impaired'; 
Whether fuch virtue fpent of old now fail*d 14$ 
More Angels to create ( if they at leaft • 
Are his. created) or, tofpite us more* 
Determined to advance into our room 
A creature form'd of earth; and him endow, 
(Exalted from fo bafe original/) tj* 

With heav'nly fpoils; our fpoils. What he decreed » 
He efFe&edj Man he made, and for him built 
Magnificent this world, and earth his feat, 
Him Lord pronoune'd ; and , O indignity ! 
Subje&ed to his fervice Angel-wings, IJJ 

And flaming minifters; to watch and tend 
Their earthy charge. Of thefe the vigilance 
I dread, and to elude, thus wrap'd in mift 
Of midnight .vapor glide obfeure, and pry 
In every burn, and brake, where hap may find ifc 
The ferpent fleeping ; in whofe mafcy folds 
To hide me, and the dark intent I bring • 
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O foul defcent/ that I, who erft contended 
Witt Gods, to fit the higheft , am now conftrain'd 
Into a beaft; and mix'd with beftial flime^ i<Jj 

This eflence to inqarnate and imbrute,, 
That to the height of Deity afpir ! d ! 
But what will not ambition , and revenge* 
Defcend to? who afpires, rnuft down as low. 
As high he foar'd;; obnoxious, firft or laft, 17* . 
To bafeft things. Revenge, at firft though fwect, 
Bitter e're long back on it felf recoiles : 
i-et it; 'I reck not, to it light well airc'dl\ 
Since higher I fall ihort, on him who next 
Provbk.es my envy (this new favorite 17 j 

Of Heav'n , this man of chy , forx of defpke , 
Whom., us the more to fpite* his malcer rais'd 
From duft) fpke then with fpite is beft repaid. 

So faying f through each thicket , dank or dry , 
Like a black mift low creeping , he held on " 1801 
His midnight-fearch , where fooneft he might find 
The ferpeflt: him faft-ijeeping foon he found, 
In labyrinth of many a round fetf-rowl'd; 
His head the midft, well-ttor'd with fubtil wiles: 
Not yet in horrid {hade, or difmal den, 18$ 

Nor nocent yet; but, on the graffy herb, 
Fearlefs ujj-fear'd he fltpt. In at his mouth 
The Devil, enter'd ; and his brutal 1 fenfe ,. 
( In heart , or head) pofleffing , foon infpir'd 
With acft intelligential ; but his flcep .190* 

Dirttirb'd not,; waiting clofe th* approach of mora. 

Now whei) as facred light began to dawn 
In JE % n on the humid tlpw ; rs , that breath^ 
Their morning incenfe, when all things th*t breathe*, 
From th,' earth's great alta_r fend up fllent praife 19s 
To the Creator , and his noftrils fill 
With grateful fmell, forth came the human pair, 
And* ioia'd their vocal worfhip to the ch«» • 
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Of creatures waating voice : that done , partake 
The feafon, prime tor fweeteft fcents and airs: 200 
Them commune, how that day they beft may ply 
Their growing work (for much their work out-grew 
The hands difpatch of two, gard'ning fo wide) 
And Ev$ flrft to her husband thus began, 

Adam, well may we labor ftill to drefe ioj 
This garden, ftill to tend plant, herb and flowr, 
Our pleafant task injoin'd; but 'till more hands 
Aid us, the. work under our labor grdws 
Luxurious by reftraint : what we by day 
Lop overgrown , or prune . or prop , or bind , an* 
One night or two with wanton growth derides , 
Tending to wild . Thou therefore now adyife , 
Or hear what to my mind firft thought$ prefent : 
Let us divide our labors : thou , where choice 
Leads thee, or where moft needs, whether to wind 
The woodbine round this arbor, or dired^ 216 

The clafping ivy where to climb : while I, 
In yonder fpring of rofes, intermix'd 
With myrtle, find what to redrefs till noori. 
For while fo near each each other thus all day aia 
Our t^sk we chufe, what wonder if fo near 
Looks intervene , and fmiles , or objeft new 
Cafual difcourfe draw on ; which intermits , 
Our day's-work , brought to little , though begun 
£arly,, and th'hour of fupper comes un-earn'd. 2i| 

T>whoni mild anfwer Adam thus return'd. 
Sole Eve, aflocigte fole, to me beyond 
Compare , above all living creatures dear ! 
Well haft thou motion'd, well thy thoughts employ'^ 
How we might beft fulfil ;he work , which here i]fl 
Gop hart* affign'd us; nor of me lhalt pals 
Unprais'd : ( for nothing lovelier can be found ' 
In wpman, tha# to ftudy houfehold good, 
And good works in her husband t9 promote.) 
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Yet not fo ftri&ly hath our Lord impos'd *j$ 

Labor, as to debar us when we need 
Refrefhment, whether food, or talk between, 
( Food of the mind) or this Tweet intercourfe 
Of looks and fmiles, for fmiles from reafamflowi, 
To brute ueny'd , and are -of love the food j - *4Q 
Love , not the lowed end of human life, i 
For not to irkfome> toil* but to delight - <•< 
He made us, and delight to reafon join'd; . 
The paths, & bowto,' doubt not but our joint- hands 
Will keep from wilderneft with eafc , as wide *4] 
As we need walk ; till younger hands e're long > ' 
£1M us. But, if much converts perhaps ■ 
Thee fatiate , to fhort abftuce I could yield $ 
(For folitude lbmetimes is beft focieiy,: 
And fhort retirement urges fweet return.) z^o, 

But, other doubt poffefles me; left harm 
Befall thee fever'd from me : for thou know'ft 
What hath been warn'd us, what mahckwfoc 
Envying our happinefs, and of his own 
Defpatring, feeks to work ui woe 1 and Hume *$j 
By fly aflatdr : and fomewhere nigh at hand 
Watches, no doubt, with greedy hope to find 
His wiih, and beft advantage, us afunder; 
Hopelefs to circumvent us join'd * where each 
To other fpeedy aid might lend at need; ^6o^ 

Whether his firft defign be to withdraw 
Our fealty from Gop; or to difturb 
Conjugal love ; than which perhaps no bii& 
Enjoy'd by us excites his envy mores 
Or this, or worfe, leave not the faithful fide »tf§ 
That gave thee being, ftill (hades thee and protects. 
The wife , where danger , or dishonor lurks, __ * 1' 
Safieftand fcemlieft by her husband ftays, -*J 

Who guards her, or with her die worft indures. 

To whom the virgin-majefty of Evb, 270 

As one who loves , and fome unkindnefs meets , . 
With fw'cct aufterc coropofure thus rcply'd. 

N 4 0*5 
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Qff-fpring ©f heav'n and earth , & all earth's Lord f 
That fuch an enemy we have, who feeks 
Our riyn f both by thee informed I learn, 37 J 

And from the parting Angel over-heard a 
As in a fhady nook I flood behind, 
Juft then return'd at (hut of ev'ning flow'ts* 
But that thou ihouldft my firmnefs therefore doubt 
To Goo or thee , becaufe we have a foe i8<* , 

May tempt it, I expe&ed not to hear. 
His violence thou fear'it not, being fuch 
As we (not capable of death, or pain) 
Can either npt receive, or can repel. 
His fraud is then thy fear; which plain infers 285 
Thy equal fear, that my firm faith, and love, 
Can by his fraud be fhaken or fedue'd; 
Thoughts, wfhich how found they harbor in. thy hreaft, 
Adam, mis-thought of her to thee fo dear? 

To whom with healing words Adam reply 'd. 19a 
Paughter of God and Man , immortal Eve! 
For fuch thou art, from fin and blame entire: 
Not diffident of thee do 1 diffuade 
Thy abfcnce from my fight , but to avoid 
Th' attempt it felf, intended, by our foe: - i£$ 
For he who tempts , though in vain , at kaft afperje* 
Tbe tempted with dishonor fouj; iup^os'd 
Not incorruptible of faith , not prop* 
Againft temptation. Thou thy felf with fcorn^ 
And anger, would'ft refent the ofFer'tl wrong, 30a 
Though inefie&ual found : misdeem nor then , 
jf fuch affront I labor to avert 
From thee alone , which on us both at once 
The enemy, though bold, will hardly dare; 
Or daring, firft on me th'affault lhall light. joj 
Nor thou his malice and felfe guile contemn : 
Subtile he needs muft be , who could, feduce 
Angels: nor think fuperfluous other's aid. 
% , &>m the influence of thy looks? receive 

- Aft* 
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^Vccefi in every virtue; in thy fight 310 

More wife, more watchful , ftronger, (if need were 
Of outward ftrength) while lhame,thon looking on, 
Shame to be overcome, or over-reach'd , 
Would utrooft vigor raife, and rais'd unite. 
Vfhy ihouldft not thou like fenfe within thee feel jij 
When I am prefent , and the tryal chufe 
4 With me, beft witnefs of thy virtue try'd I 

So fpake domefiic Adam in his care, 
/Vnd matrimonial love : but Eve, who thought 
Lefs attributed to her faith fincere, 320 

Thus her reply with accent fweet renew'd • 

If this be -our condition , thus to dwell 
In narrow circuit firaiten'd by a foe, 
Subtile or violent, we not induM 
Single with like defence, where-evcr met; yi* 
How are we happy , ftill in fear of harm ? 
But harm precedes not fin : only our foe 
Tempting, affronts us with his foul cfteem 
Of ouf integrity : his foul efteem 
Sticks no dishonor on our front , but turns 330 

Foul on himfclf : then wherefore fhunn'd or feafd 
By us? who rather double honor gain 
From his furmife prov'd falfe , find peace within f 
favor from Heav*n, our witnefs, from th' event. 
And what is faith, lovq, virtue unafiay'd 335 

Alone, without exterior help fuftain'd? 
Let us not then fufpedt our happy Hate 
Left fo imperfedt by the Maker wife, 
As not fecure to fingle, or combined: 
Frail is our happinefs , if this be* fo , 340 

And Eden were no Eden thus expos'd . 

To whom thus Adam fervently reply'd. 
O woman J beft are all things as the will 
©f G P ft ordain/ d them : His creating hand 

£* % Npthjng 
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Nothing imperfeft or \deficicnt left, . .345 

Of all mat he created ; much lefs map , ^ 

Or ought that might his happy ftate fecurc i 
Secure from outward force ; within himfdf 
The danger lyes, yet lyes within his pow'r. 
Againft his will he can receive no harm ; 350 

But God left free the will; for what obeys * 
Reafon, is free ; and reafon he made right; 
But bid her well beware, and ftili erect; 
, J-.eft by fome fair appearing good furprii'd , , 
£he dictate falfe, and minnform the will 355 

To do what Gton exprefly hath forbid. 
Jtot then miftruft, but tender love injoin*,. 
That I fhould mind thee oft, and mind thou me. 
Firm we fubiift , yet poffible to fwerve , 
Since reafon not impoffihle may meet 360 

Some fpecious object, by the foe fuborn'd; 
And fall into deception unaware, 
Not keeping ftri&eft watch , as (he was wara'd . 
Seek not temptation then , which to avoid 
Were better * and mbft likely , if from me 365 

Thou fever not ; tryall will come unfought , • 
Wouldft thou approve thy coofwncy ? appro.ve 
Firft thy obedience; th* other who can know, 
Not feeing thee attempted? who atteft i >- 
But if thou think, tryal unfought may find 37a 

Us both fecurer, than thus warnd thou feem'ft -->- «. 
Go! for thy ftay, not free, abfents thee more;. 
Go in thy native innocence I rely 
On what thou haft of virtue; fummon all : 
For Govt, tow'rds tjiee hath done his part, do thine. 

So fpake the patriarch oi mankind; bat Evj§ 376 
ferfifted, yet fubmifs, though laft, reply '4. . 

With thy pcrmiflion then i and thus fo#cwarnd * 
Chiefly by what thy own laft reafoning words . 
Xpuch'd only i that ooj: tryal, when Jeajtiiiughfc, 380; 

't - Way 
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May find us both perhaps far left prepared , 
The wiltinger I go: nor much expeft 
A foe fo proud will firft the weaker feek; 
So bent, the more (hall fhame him his rcpulfe, 

Thus faying, from her husband's hand her hand 3S5 
$oft (he withdrew; and like a Wood Nymph light. 
Oread, or Drtaq, or of Del 1 as train, 
Betook her to the groves : but Delia's felf 
In gait furpafs'd, and Goddcft-like deport; 
Though not, as (he, with bow and quiver arm'd; 390 
Jut with fuch gard ning-tools as art, vet rude, 
Guild ete of fire had form'd, or Angels brought. 
To Pales, or Pomona thus adorn'd, 
Likelieft (he ieem'd, (Pomona, when (he fled 
Vbrtumnus) or to Ceres in her prime, 395 
Yet virgin of Proserpina from Jove. 
Her long with, ardent look his eye perfu'd 
Delighted, but defiring more her (lay: 
Qft he to her his charge of quick return 
Repeated ; (he to him as oft engag'd 400 

To be rtturn'd by noon amid the bow'r; 
And all things in bed order, to invite 
Noontide repaft, or afternoon's repofe. 
O much deceiv'd , much failing, (haplefs Ey*') 
Of thy prefum'd return I event pcrverfe ! 40J 

?'hou never from that hour in Paradife 
oundft either fweet repaft , or found repofe ! 
Such ambufti , laid among fweet flow'rs , & (hades , 
Waited with hellilh rancor imminent 
To intercept thy way, or fend thee back 41a 

DefpoU'd of innocence, of faith, of blifs / — 
For now , and fince firft break of dawn , the Fiend » 
(Mere ferpent in appearance) forth was come, 
And on his queft , where likelieft he might find 
The only two of mankind ; but in them 415 

The whole included race , his purposed prey. 
]ft feow'r, and field he fought, where any tuft 
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Of grove, or garden-plot more pteafant lay* 
Their tendance, or plantation for delight, 
By fountain , or by ihady rivulet . * 420* 

lie foaght them both , but wi(h*d his hap might fln4 
Eve feparate; he wifti'd. but not with hope 
Of what fo, feldom chanc'd : when to his wim * 
Beyond his hope , Eve feparate he fpies , 
Veil'd in a cloud of fragrance, where flic flood, 413 
Half-fpyM, f6 thick the rpfes burning round 
About her glow'd ; half-ftooping to Aipport 
Each flow'r of flender (talk , whofe head though gay 
Carnation, purple, azure, or fpe^k'd with gold, 
Hung drodping unfuftatn/d ^ them (he qpftays 430, 
Gently with myrtle-band; mindlefs the white 
Her felf, though fah;en% unfuppqrted flow'r* 
Prom her belt pro.p fQ far , and ftorm fo nigh / 
Nearer he 4rew , and many a walk traversed 
Of ftatelieft covert, cedar, pine, ojr p*lm; 435 
Then voluble and bold y now hid f now fecn t 
Among thick-woven arborets and flow'rs 
Jmborder'd on each bank, the hand of Ey '^: 
(Spot more delicious / than thofe gardens feign'd 
Or of reviv'd Adonis: or renown'd 44$ 

A l q 1 k ou s , hoft of old Laertes* Son ; 
Or that, not myftic , when the Sapient King 
Held dalliance with his foir ^sgtptian fponfe.) - 
Much he the place admir'd x the perfon m,orei 
As one who long in populous city pent, 445 

. Where houfes thick, and fevers, annoy the *\x % 
Forth ifluing on a fummer's morn , to breathe 
Among the pleafant villages , and farms 
Adjoyn'd, from each thing met conceives delight; 
The lm.ell of grain, or tedded grafs, or kjpe, 450 
Ox dajry , each rural fight, each njrat found; • 
If chance , with Nymph-like ftep , fiiir virgin pafs* 
What pleating feem'd , for her now pleafes more \ 

. $he moit, and in her look fujns all delight: 
§ueh pleafurc took the fcrpeat t* behold 45 ? 

This 
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This flow'ry f>lat» the fwect recefs of En 
Thus earty , thus alone : her hcav'nly form 
Angelic, (but more foft, and feminine) 
Her graceful innocence, her every air 
Of gefturc, or leaft action, overaw'd 464 

His malice, and, with rapine fweet, bereav'd 
His fietcenefs of the fierce intent it brought • 
That fpace the Evil One abftrafted flood 
From his own etil, and for the time remained, 
Stupidly good; of enmity difarm'd, * 46% 

Of guile , of hate , of envy , of revenge : 
But the hot hell that always in him burns , 
Though in mid heavn, foori ended his delight; 
And tortures him now more, the more he fees 
Of pleafure not for him ordain'd : then foon 47^ 
Fierce hate he recollects, and all his thoughts 
Of mifchief , gratulating , thus excites . 

Thoughts, whither have ye ted me ! witlnvhat fweet 

Compulsion thus tranfported, to forget 

What hither brought us ! hate , not love , nor hope 

Of Paradife for Hell , hope here to tafte - 476 

Of pleafure , but all pleafure to deftroy , 

Save what is in deftroying; other joy 

To mt \s loft. Then let me not let pafs 

Occafion which now fmiles * behold alone 489 

The woman , epporfune to all attempts ! 

Her husband ( for I view far round) not nigh , 

Whofe higher intellectual more I fhun , 

And ftrengrh , of courage haughty , and of limb 

Heroic -built, though of trrreitrial mold, 485/ 

Foe not informidable ! exempt from wound: 

1 not: (fo much hath Hell dfbas'd, and pain 

Infeebled me , to what I was in Heav'n ! ) 

She fair, divinely fair! fit love for Gods; 

Not terrible : though terror be in love, 490 

And beauty, not approach'd by ftronger hate; 

Hate, ftronger under (hew of love well feign'dj 

The way which to her ruin now I tend* 

------ So 
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So fpakc the enemy of mankind , inclos'd 
In ferpent , inmate bad ! ahd toward Eve 495 
Addrefs'd his way : not with indented wave* 
Prpne on the ground, as fince; but on his rear, 
Circular bafc of rifmg foulds , that tow'rd 
Fould above fould , a furging maze ! His head 
Crefted aloft, and carbuncle his eyes; jod 

With'burnifh'd neck of verdant gold, ereft 
-Amidft his circling fpires, that on the graft 
Floated redundant: pleafing was his fhape, 
And lovely/ Never fince of ferpent-kind 
Lovelier; not thofe that in Illyria chang'd $6$ 
H e ^ m 1 o n e , and Capmus; or the God 

Jn Jpidaurus: nor , to which transform'd 
Am monian Jove, orGAPiTotiNi was fcen) 
He, with Olympus; this, with her who bore 
S c 1 p 1 o the height of R m e . With tra& oblique 
At.-firft-, (as one who fought accefs , but fear'd 5a 
To interrupt) fide-long he works his way: 
As when a ftiip , by skilfull fteers-man wrought 
Nigh rivet's rnouth, or fore-land, where the wind 
Veers oft, as oft fo fleers * and ftiifts her fail: 51 J 
So vary'd he , and of his tortuous train 
Curl'd many a wanton wreath, in fight of Eve, 

, To lure her eye : (he bulled * heard the found 
Of railing leaves , but minded not , as us'd 
To fuch difport before her through the Field, $10 
From every beaft; more duteous at her call, 
Th?n at C 1 r c e a p call the herd difguis'd . 
He bolder now, uncall'd before her flood} 
But as in gaze admiring : oft he bow'd 
His turret creft , and (leek-enamel'd neck , 51 j 

Fawning, and lick'd the ground whereon (he trod. 
His gentle dumb expreffion turn'd at length 

s The eye of Eve , to mark his play; he glad 
Of her attention gain'd ( with ferpent-tongue 
Organic, or impulfe of vocal air) 530 

His fraudulent temptation thus began « 

Wondcf 
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Wonder not, fov'reign Miftrcfs! if perhaps 
Thou canft, who art fole wonder; much left arm 
Thy looks , the heav'n of mildnefs , with difdain , 
Difpleas'dtaat I approach thee thus, and gaze 53} 
Infamte; 1 thus iingle; nor have fear'd 
Thy awful brow, more awful thusretir'd. 
Faireft refemblance of thy Maker fair ! 
Thee all things living gate on , all things thine 
By gift, arM thy coeleftial beauty adore, 54* 

with ravifhment beheld ! there beft beheld » 
Where unirerfally admir'd : but here 
In this inclofurewild, thefe beads among * 
( Beholders rude , and Shallow to difcern 
Half what-m ibee is fair) one man except, ctf 
WhoYees thee , & what is one ! who (houldft be (een 
A Goddefs among Gods , ador'd and ferv'd 
By Angels numberlefs, thy daily train. 

So gloz'd the tempter , and his proem tun'd : 
Into the heart' of Eve his words made way, 550 
Though at the voice much marvelling: at length, 
Not un-amaz'd, fhe thus in anfwer fpake. 

What may this mean ? Language of man pronoune'd 
By. tongue of brute, and human fenfe expreft? 
The firft, at leait, of thefe I thought deny'd 555 
To beafts ; whom God, on their creation-day , 
Created mute to all articulate found: 
The latter I demur; for in their looks 
Much reafon/and in their actions, oft appears. 
Thee, ferpent, fubtil'ft bead of all the field 560 

I knew, but not with human voice indu'd. 
Redouble then this miracle, and fay, 
How cam'ft thou fpeakable of mute; and how 
To me fo friendly grown above the reft 
Of brutal kind , that daily are in fight ? 56$ 

Say / for fuch wonder claims attention due. 

Ta 
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To whom the guileful tempter thus reply'd : 
Emprefs of this fair world , refplerideut Eve/ 
Eafy to me it is to tejl thee all [obey'd* 

What thou coramand'fl ; & right thou fhouldft be 
I was at firft as other beafts that graae 571 

The trodden herb* of ahjed thoughts and low, 
As was my food ; nor ought but food difcern'd > 
Or fex; and apprehended nothing high; 
Till. on a day roving the field, I chane'd 57^ 

A goodly, tree far diftant to behold* 
Loaden with fruit of faireft colors mix'd, 
Kuddy and gold: I nearer drew to gaze; 
When from the boughs a favoury odor blown t 
Graieful to appetite/ more pleas'd my fenfe 580 
Than fmell of fweeteft fenel , or the teats 
Of ewe or goat , dropping with milk at cv'n , 
Unfuck'd of lamb, or kid , that tend their play* 
To fatisfy the (harp deilre 1 had 
Of tafUng thofe fair apples , I refotv'd 58J 

Not to .defer: hunger and thirft at once, 
Pow'rful perfuaders I quicken'd at, the fcent 
Of that alluring fruit, urg'd me fo keen. * 
About the mofly trunk I wound me foon; 
(For, high from .ground, the branches would rcquirt 
Thy utmoft reach, or Ad am's) round the tree 591 
All other beafts that faw, with like defire , 
Longing and envying flood, but could not reach* 
Amid the tree now got, where plenty hung 
Tempting fo nigh, to pluck and eat my fill J9J 
I fpar'd not ; for fuch plcafure *ill that hour 
At fetd^ or fountain, never had I found. 
Sated at kngth , e're long 1 might perceive 
Strange alteration in me, to degree 
. Of reafon in my inward pow'rs; smd fpeech tfot 
Wanted not long ; though to this fhape rctain'd . 
Thenceforth to fpeculations high, or deep, 
I turn'd my thoughts ; and with capacious mind 
Cenfider'd all things vifiblc in heav'n, 
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Or earth, or middle; all things fair and good: 605 
But all that fair and good, in thy divine 
Semblance, *hd in thy beauty's heav'nly ray* 
United 1 beheld: no fair to thine 
Equivalent , or fecond ! which compell'd 
Me thus, though importune perhaps, to comte 6*0 
And gaze, ana worlnip thee, of right declafd 
Sovereign of creatures, univerfal dame? 

So tahVi the fpirited fly fnakc : and E t e , 
Yet more amai'd, unwary thus reply 'd. 

Serpent/ thy over-praifing leaves in cloubt 6*r$ 
Thfc virtue of that fruit , in thee firft prov'd . 
But fay , where grows the tree, From hence how far? 
For many are the trees of God that grow 
In Paradife , and various yet unknown 
To us , in fuch abundance lyes our choice, 610 

As leave? a greater ltore of fruit untouch'd: ' 
Still hanging incorruptible, till men 
Grow up to their provifion, and more hands 
Help to disburden nature of her birth. 

To whom the wily adder* blithe and glad: 61 j 
Emprefs / the way is ready , and not long ; 
Beyond a row of myrtles, on a flat, 
Faft by a fountain, one fmall thickeft pad 
Of blowing myrrh, and balA : if thou accept 
My conduct, I can bring thee thither foori. 63^ 

Lead then, faid Eve. He leading fwiftly rowl'd 
Trt tangles, and made intricate fcem itraight, 
To miichief fwift: hope elevates, and joy 
Brightens his creft: as when a wandring fire, 
Compact of unctuous vapor, which the night 6tf 
Condenfes , and the cold invirons round, 
kindled through agitation to a flame, 
(Which oft, they fajr, fome evil fpirit attends) 

O Hovering, 
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Hovering, and blazing with delufive light, 
Mifleads th'amazM night-wanderer from his way 646 
Through bogs, and mires, and oft thro* pond or pool* 
There fwal!ow/d up and loft, from futcour far: 
So ^lifter'd the dire fnake , and into fraud 
Led Eve, our credulous mother, to the tree 
Of prohibition, root of all our woe: 645 

Which when (he faw, thus to net guide Ihefpake. 

Serpent", we might have fpar'd our coming hither* 
Fruitlefs to me, though fruit be here to exceft: 
The credit of whofe virtue reft with thee; 
Woridrous indeed , if caufe of fuch effects/ 65G1 
But of this tree we may not tafte , nor touch , 
God fo commanded; and left that command 
Sole daughter of his voice : the reft, we live 
Law to our felves, our reafoh is our law. 

To whom the tempter guilefully reply'd: 65J 
Indeed/ Hath God ihen faid that of the fruit 
Of all thefe garden-trees ye (hall not eat, 
Yet Lords declafd of all in earth, or air? 

To whoiii thus Eve, yet fmlefs. Of the fruit 
Of each tree in rhe Garden we may eat; 660 

But of the fruir of this fair tree amidft 
The Garden, God hath faid, Ye (hall not eat 
Thereof, nor (hall ye touch it, left ye die. 

She fcarce. had faid, tho* brief* when now more bold 
The tempter (but with (hew of zeal, and love 66^ 
To inan i and indignation at his wrong ) 
New part. puts on; and as to paffion mov'd, 
Fluctuates difturb'd, yet comely, and in act 
Rais'd, as of fome great matter to begin. 
As when of old fome Orator renbwn'd , 670 

In Athens* or free Rome, where eloquence 
Flouriih'd (fince mute!) to fome great caufe addreft* 

Stood 
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Stood in himfelf colle&cd; while each part, 
Motion, each ad, won audience, e'rethe tongue; 
Sometimes in height began, as no delay 675 

Of preface brooking, through his zeal of right: 
So ftanding, moving, or to height up-grown , 
The tempter all im-paffion'd thus began . 

O facred, wife, and wifdom-giving plant, 
Mother of fcience/ now I feel thy pow'r 0*80 

Within me dear; not only to difcern 
Things in their caufes , but to trace the ways 
Of higheft agents, deem'd however wife. 
Queen of this univerfe ! do not believe 
Thofe rigid threats of death : ve (hall not die: 88$ 
How fhould ye ? by the fruit ? it gives you life 
To knowledge: by the threatner? Look on me, 
Me / who have touched , and tailed ; yet both live , 
And life more perfect have attain'd than fate 
Meant me , by fenturing higher than my lot. 690 
Shall that be (hut to man , which to the bead 
Is open ? Or will Goo incenfe his ire 
For fuel* a petty trefpafs, and not praife 
Rather your danntlefs- virtue , whom the pairt 
Of death denounced (whatever thing death be) 69$ 
Dcter'd not from atchieving what might lead 
To happier life, knowledge of good and evil? 
Of good j how juft ? of evil , ( if what is evil 
Be real ) why not khbwn , fince eafier (hunn'd ? 
God therefore cannot hurt ye, and be juft: 70c 
Not juft, not Gbt>; not fear'd then, nor obey'd: 
Your fear it felf of death removes the Fear. 
\Vhy then was this forbid ? Why * but to awes 
Why, but to keep ye low and ignorant, 
His worfhippers: He knows that in the day 70$ 
You eat thereof, your eyes (that feem fo clear, 
Vet are but dim ) (hall per fe&ly be then 
Open'd and clear'd : and ye fliall be as Gods , 
Knowing both Good and Evil , as they know 

O 1 That 
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That ye (hall be as Gods, fincc I as Man, 7 id 
Internal man , is but proportion meet : 
- 1 of brute , hurnan 5 ye of human , Gods . 
So ye AiaH die perhaps, by putting off 
Human > to put on Grtfdsj death to be wiih'd 714 
Tho* threaten'd, which no worfe than this can bring. 
And what are Gods , that man may not become 
As they, participating God-like food? 
The 6ods are firft, and that advantage ufe 
On our belief, that all from them proceeds: 
1 queilion it ! for this fair earth I fee , 72a 

"Warm'd by the Sun , producing every kind ; 
Them, nothing: if they all things, who inclos'd 
knowledge of Good and Evil in this tree, 
That whofp eats thereof, forthwith attains 
Wifdom without their leave? and wherein lies 71J 
Th' offence , that man ftiould thus attain to know ? 
What can your knowledge hurt him , or this tree 
Impart againft his wilt > if all be hif ? 
Or is it envy , And can envy dwell 
In heav'nly breafts? Thefe, thefe, and many more 
Caufes import your need of this fair fruit: > 73I 
Goddefc humane , reach then, and freely tafte/ 

He ended, and his words, replete with guile. 
Into her heart too eafy entrance won : 
Fix'd on the fruit the gaz'd , which to behold 73? 
Might tempt alone: and in her ears the found 
Yet rung of his perfuafive words , impregn'd 
With reafon (to her feeming) and with truth : 
Mean while the hour of noon drew on , and wak'd 
An eager appetite, rais'd by the fmell 740 

So favoury of that fruit; which with defire, 
( Inclinable now grown to touch , or tafte ) 
Sollicited her longing eye: yet firft 
Paufing a while, thus to her felf (he mus'd. 

Grea* 
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Great arc thy virtues, doubtlefs, bcft of fruits / 74$ 
Though kept from man , and worthy to be admir'dj 
Whofe tafter too long fojborn, at nrft aflay 
<*ave elocution to the mute, and taught 
The tongue not made fpr fpcech,to fpcak thy praifes 
Thy praife he alfo who forbids thy ufe, 75* 

Conceals not from us , naming thee the Tree 
Of knowledge; knowledge both of good and evil; 
Forbids us then to taftc : but his forbidding 
Commends thee more, while it infers the good 
By thee communicated,, and our want: 755 

For good unknown , fare is not had; or had 
And yet unknown, is as not had at all. 
In plain then, what forbids he but to know, 
Forbids us good, forbids us to be wife? 
Such prohibitions bind not. — But if Death 76* 
Bind us with after-bands , what profits then 
Our inwasd freedom ? In the day we eat 
Of this fair fruit, our doom is, we fhall die. •-«. 
How dies the fcrpent ? he hath eat'n and lives , 
And knqws, and fpeaks, and reafon.s, and difccrnsj 
Irrational till then. For us alone 76a 

Was death invented? or to as deny'd \ 

This intellectual food, for beafts referv'd? 
For beafts it feems : yet that one beaft which firft 
Hadi tailed, envies not, but brings with joy 779 
The, good befaH'n him, author unfufpeft, 
Friendly to man, far from deceit or guile. * 
What fear I trien r rather what know to fear 
Under this ignorance of Good and Evil,, 
Of God. or Death, of Uw or penalty? 775 

Here grows the cure of all , this fruit divine / 
Fair to the eye, inviting to the tafte, 
Of virtue to make wife 1 What hinders then 
To reach , and feed at once both body and mind i 

So faying , her ra(h hand in evil hour ^So 

Forth- reaching to the fruit, toe pluck'd, (he eat! 

O 3 fiartrX 
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Earth felt the wound ; and Nature from her feat, 
Sighing through alt her works , eave fign of woe 
That all was loft. Back to the thicket flunk 
The guilty ferpent; and well might; for Eve 785 
Intent now wholly on her tajle , nought elfe 
Regarded; fuch delight till then, as feera'd, 
In fruit me never tafted, whether true, 
Or fancy'd fo, through expectation high 
Of knowledge; nor was God-head from her thought. 
Greedily (he ingorg'd without reftraint, 791 

And knew not eating Death . Satiate ac length , 
And heightened as with wine, jocund and boon, 
Thus to her felf me pleafingly began 

O fov'reign , virtuous , precious of all trees 795 
In Paradife I of operation bled 
To fapience / hitherto obfeur'd K infam'd , 
And thy fair fruit let hang, as to no end 
Created : but henceforth my early care , 
(Not without fong, each morning, and due praife) 
Shall tend thee, and the fcrtil burden eafe, 8cj 
Of thy full branches , offer'd free to all : 
Till dieted by thee, I grow # mature 
In knowledge, as the Gods who all things know; 
Though others envy what they cannot g\vc; 80$ 
t .For had the gift been theirs, it had not here 
Thus grown. Experience next, to thee I owe, 
Bed guide! not following rhee , I had remain'd 
In ignorance, thou open'ft wifdom's way, 
And giv'ft accefs, though fecret fne retire. 810 
And I perhaps am fecret: heav'n is high , 
High , and remote to fee from thence diftincl 
Each thing on earth; and other care, perhaps, 
May have diverted from continual watch 
Our Great Forbidder, fafe with 'all his fpies 815 
"About him. --- But, to Adam in what fort 
Shall I appear ? mall I to him make known 
£s yet my change > und give him to partake 

u Fall 
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Full happinefs with me? or rather not; 
But keep the odds of knowledge in my pow«r f 8*o 
•Without co-partner? fo to add what «nts 
In female fex, the more to draw hit love,. 
And render me more equal, and perhaps , 
( A thing not undefirable ) fometime 
Superior: for inferior, who is free? 8if 

This may be well -*- But, what if God bare feen, 
And Death enfue ? Then I (hall be no more 1 
And An am wedded to another Evi, 
Shall live with her injoying, I extipd; 
A death to think! Confirm cl then I refolve, 8jq 
Adam (hall (hare with me in blifs or woe : 
So dear I love him , that with him , all deaths 
I could indure > without him , live no life • 

So faying , from the tree her ftep ihe turn'd , 
But firft low reverence done, as to the Pow'r 835 
That dwelt within , whofe prefence had infus'd 
Into the plant fciential ftp, deriv'd 
,From Ne&ar, drink of Gods. Adam, the while, 
Waiting defirotfs her return, had wove 
Of choiceft flow'rs a garland , to adorn 840 

Her treffes, and her rural labors crown: 
As reapers oft are wont their Harveft-Queen . 
Great joy he promis'd to his thoughts, and new 
Solace in her return , fo long delay'd : 
Yet oft his heart, divine of fomething ill, 845* 

Mifgave him; he the fauhring meafure fekj 
And forth- to meet her went, thq way (he took 
That morn, when firft they parted. By the Tree 
Of Knowledge he rnuft pafs; there he her met* 
Scarce frpm the tree returning: in her hand $50 
A bougft of faireft fruit,. that downy fmiTd, 
New gather'd, and ambrofial fmell difiis'd. 
To him (he hafted; in her face escufc 
Came prologue, afid apology too prompt; 
Which,, with bland woeds- a< wiD,ihe thus addrcft.855 

4 Haft 
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Haft thou not wonder'd , Adam, at ray flay ? 
Thee I have mifs'd , and thought it long , depriv'd 
Thy prefencc; agony of love l till now 
Not felt, nor (hall he twice; for never more 
Mean I to try , (what rath untry'd I fought) 860 
The pain of abfence from thy fight. Rut ftrange 
Hath been the caufc, and wonderful to hear. 
This Tree is not, as we are told, a Tree 
Of danger tafted , nor to evil unkpown 
Op'ning the way ; but of divine cfFeA 86$ 

To open eyes, and make thera Gods who tafte; 
|Vnd hath been tafted fuch. The ferpent wife, 
(Or not reftrahvd as we, or not obeying) 
Hath eaten of the fruit ; and is become 
Not dead , as we are threatened ; but thenceforth 87$ 
Indu'd with human voice , and human fenfe , 
Rcafohing to admiration; and with mq 
$*erfuafively hath fo prevail'd, that I 
Have alfo tafted, and have alfo found 
Th' effects to correfpond : opener mine eyes ,. 87 J 
Dim erft* dilated fpirits, ampler heart, 
And growing up to Godhead; which for thev 
Chiefly I fought , without thee can defpife : 
For blifs , as thou haft part , to me is blifs. ; 
Tedious, unfhar'd with thee, and odious foon. 88c^ 
Thou therefore alfo tafte, that equal lot 
May join us; equal joy, as equal love; 
X-eft thou not tafting, different degree 
Disjoin us, and I then too late renounce 
Deity for thee, when fate will not permit. 885 
t, , '. v 

Thus Eve with count'nance blhhe her ftory told;. 
But in her cheek diftempcr fluihing glow'd. 
On th' other fide , Adam 1 foon as fce heard 
The fatal trefpafs done by Eve, amax'd, 
Aftonied flood , and blank ; while horor chill 890 
Ran through his^ems, and all his jqints relax'd: 
From his flack hand the gailaM wreaih'd for E v p 
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Down drop'd , and all the faded Rofes fhed ; 
Speechlefs he Hood , and pale / till thus at length 
firft to himfelf he inward filence hroke . 89$ 

O faireft of creation , laft and beft 
Qf all Go d. 's works I Creature in whom excelTd 
Whatever can to fight or thought be form'd, 
Jioly, divine, good, amiable, or fweet; . 
■ How art thou loft, how on a fudden loft, oca 

Defac'd, deflowr'd, and now to death devote I 
Rather - % how haft thou yielded to tranfgrefs 
The ftridt forbiddance I how , to violate 
The iacred fruit forbidd'n/ fome curfed fraud 
Of enemy hath heguil'd thee / yet unknown ; qqc 
And *ne with thee hath ruip'd ; for with ,thee 
Certain my rcfolution is to die/ 
How can I live without thee / how forgo 
Thy fweet converfe and love, fo dearly join'd, 
To live again in thefe wild woods forlorn / ore 

Should God create another Eve, and I 
Another rib afford, yet lofs of rhee 
Would never from my heart/ no, no/ I feel 
The link of nature draw me : fleih of fleflr* 
Pone of my bone thou art, and from thy ftatc 915 
Mine never (hall be parted , blifs or wot? ! 

So having laid , as one from fad .difmay 
Jle-comforted , and, after thoughts difturb'd, 
Submitting to what feem'd remedilefs, • 
Thus in calm mood hiswojds to Eye he turnU 920 

Bold deed thou hsut prefum'd, adventbous Evs/ 
And peril great provok'd, who thus haft dar'd, 
Had it been only coveting to eye 
That facred fruit, facred to abftinence; 
tyluch more to tafte it, under bann to touch. 9*5 
But paft who can recall, or done undo? 
jfet <jo$ Omnifont, nor Fate: yet fo 

9 S Perhaps 
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Perhaps thou (halt not die, perhaps the ftcl 
Is not fo heinous now, forctafted fruit, 
Profan'd firft by the ferpent, by him firft 930 

Made common , and unhallow'd e're our tafte : 
Nor yet on him found deadly; he yet lives; 
Lives, as thou faidft, and gains to live , ashman, 
Higher degree of life ; inducement ftrong 
To us, as likely tafting to attain pjj 

proportional afccnt; which cannot be 
But to be Gods, or Angels, Demi-gods. 
Nor can I think that God, Creator wife/ 
Though threatning, will in earrieft fo deftroy 
Us his prime creatures; dignify'd fo high, 940 

* Set over all his works ; which in our fall , 
For us created, needs with us mull fail, 
Dependent made: fo. God (hall uncreate, 
Be fruftrate, do, undo, and labor lofe; 
Not well conceiv'd of G o d : who ( tho* his pow'r 
Creation could repeat ) yet would be loth 946 

Us to abolilh; left the Adverfary 
Triumph and fay; „ Fickle their ftate whom Goa 
„ Moft v favors/ who can pleafe him long? Me firft 
„ He ruin'd, now mankind : whom will he next?,, 
Matter of fcorn , not to be giv'n the Fo,e . o$$ 

However I with thee have flx'd my lot, 
Certain to- undergo like doom: if Death 
Confort with thee, Death is to rae as life: 
So forcible within, my heart, I feel 955 

The bond of nature draw me to my own; 
My own in thee ! for what thou art is mine : 
Our (late cannot be fcver'd, we are one, 
One flelh; to lofe thee were t^o, lofe my ielf. 

So Adam; and thus Eve to him reply 'd. 960, 
O glorious tryal of exceeding love , 
Illuftrious evidence , example high , 
Ingaging me to emulate » but (nort 
&t thy perfection, how foall I attain, 

; A 9 a.*? 
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Adam? from whofc dear fide I boaft me fprong? 

And gladly of our union hear thee fpeak, 966 

One heart , Que foul in both ! whereof eood proof 

This day affords; declaring thee refolvcl, 

leather than Death, pr ought than Death more dread, 

Shall fcparate us (link'd in love fo dear I) 970 

To undergo with me one guilt , one crime , 

(If any be) of tailing this fair fruit: 

Whofe virtue (for of good ftill good procedes, 

Dite&, or by occafidn) hath prefented 

This happy tryal of thy love; which eife 975 

So eminently never had been known , • 

Were it I thought Death roenae'd would enfue 

This my attempt, I would fuftain alone 

T{ie worft , and not perfuade diee; rather die 

Deferted, than oblige thee with a fad 980 

Pernicious tp thy peace, chiefly aflur'd 

Remarkably fo late of thy fo true , 

So faithful love unequal'd : but I feel 

Far otherwifc th* event, not Death, but Life 

Augraepted; open'd eyes, new hopes, new joys, 98$ 

Tafte ib divine/ that what of fwcet before 

Hath touch'd my fenfe, fht feems to this, &c harfh, 

On my experience , Adam, freely tafie , 

And fear of Death deliver to the winds . 

So faying, foe embraced him , and for joy 990 
Tenderly wept; much won , that he his love 
Had fo innobl'd, as of choice t* incur 
Divine difpleafure for her fake , or death . 
In recompenfe (for fuch compliance bad 
Such recompenfe beft merits ) from the bough 995 . 
She gave him of that fair-inticing fruit, 
With liberal hand : he fcrupl'd not to eat , 
Againft his better knowledge ; not deceiv'd , 
But fondly overcome with feoyile charm . 
Earth trembl'd from her entrails , as again loco 
Jn pangs; and Nature g*ve a fecond groan. 
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Sky lowr'd , and mutt'ring thunder , fome fad drops 
Wept, at compleating of the mortal fin 
Original ! while Abam took na thought % 
Eating his fill; nor Eve to iterate icoj 

Her former trefpafs fear'd ; the more to footh 
Him , with her lov'd fociety : that now , 
( As with new wine intoxicated bbth ) 
They fwim in mirth, and fancy that they feel 
Divinity within them breeding wings, roia 

Wherewith to fcorn the earth . But that falfe fruit 
Far other operation firft difplay'd, 
Carnal defira inflaming; he on Eve 
Began to caft Jafcivious eyes; (he him 
.As wantonly repaid; in luft they burn : 1015 

Till Adam, thus *gan Eve to dalliance move. , 

Eve, now I fee thou art exacfl of tafte , 
And elegant, of fapience no fmall part; 
Since to each meaning favor we apply , 
And palate caH judicious: I the praife 10*0 

Yield thee, fo well this day thou haft purvej'd. 
Much pleafure we have loft, while we abftain'd 
From this delightful fruit , nor known tiH now 
True relifo, tatting: if ftich pleafure be 
In things to us forbidd'n , it might be wiuYtJ, i©*$ 
For this one tree had been forbidden ten. 
But come » ft) well refrefh'd , now let us play ^ 
As meet is, after fuch delicious fare: 
For never did thy beauty fince the day - • 

J faw thee firft , and wedded, thee , adorn'd 1030 
"With all peffe&ions, fo inflame my fenfe. 
With ardor to enjoy thee ; fairer now 
Than ever, hounty of this virtuous tree* 

So faid he, and forbore not glance, or toy 
Of amorous intent; well underftood jo)J 

Of Eve, whofe eye darted contagious fire. 
#er hand he feis'd and to a fhady bank, 

Thicfe 

/**■ . 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Book IX. PARADISE LOST. v i*t 

Thick over-head with verdant roof imbowr'd , 
He led her nothing loth: flow'rs were the couch, 
Panfies* and Violets, and Afyhodel, 1043 

And Hyacinth , earth's frciheft fofteft lap. 
There they their fill of love, and love's difport 
Took largely ; of their mutual guilt the feal , 
The fulace of their fin : till dewy fleep 
O^prefs'd them , wearied with their amorous play. 

Soon as. the force of that fallacious fruit, 1046 
That with exhilarating vapor bland 
About tbeir fpirlts had plaid, and inmoft pow'rs 
Made err, was now exhal'd; and grofler fleep, 
Bred of unkindly fumes, with conicious dreams io$o 
Incumber'd , now had left them j up they rofe 
As from un-refl , and each the other viewing , 
Soon found their eyes how open'd , and their minds 
How darken'd! Innocence, that (as a veil) 
Had Ihadow'd them from knowing ill , was gone : 
Juft confidence, and native righteoufnefs 1056 

And honor from about them , ~naked left 
To gui{jy flume : he cover'd , but his robe 
Uncovered more : fo rofe the Danite ftrong , 
Herculean Sampson, from the harlot-lap iotfo 
Of Philisteak Dalilah, and wak'd 
Shorn of his ftrength : they, deftitute, and bare 
Of all their virtue: filent, and in face 
Confounded , long they fate , as ftrucken mute : 
Till Apam, though no lefs than Eve abalh'd, iotfj 
At' length gave utterance to thefe words conftraia'd, 

O Eve! in evil hour thou didft give ear 
To that falfe worm % of whomsoever taught 
To counterfeit man's voice; true in our fall, 
Falfe in our promis'd rifing : fince our eyes 1070 
Open'd we find indeed, and find we know 
Both Good and Evil ; Good loft , and Evil got . 
Bad fruit of knowledge, if this be to know, 

Which 
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"Which leaves us naked thus , of honour Void , 

Of innocence , of faith , of purity , , 1075 

Our wdnted ornaments, how foil'd and ftahVd/ 

And in our faces evident the figns 

Of foul concupifcence ; whence evil (tore ; 

Evn ihame, the lad of evils; of die firft 

Befure then. — How (hall I behold the face io8d 

Henceforth of God or Angel , erft with joy 

And rapture fo oft beheld ? thofe heav'nly fhapes 

Will dazle now this earthly , with their blaze 

Infufferably bright. O, might I here 

In fofitude live favage, in fome glade 1085 

Obfcufd, where higheft woods impenetrable 

To ftar or fun-light , fpread their umbrage broad 

And brown as evening/ Cover me, ye Pines/ 

Yc Cedars, with innumerable boughs 

Hide me , where I may hever Tee them more ! 1090" 

But let us now , as in bad plight , devife 

What beft may for the prefent ferve to hide 

The parts of each from other , that feem moft 

To fhame obnoxious, and unfeemlieft feen: 

Some tree, whofe broad fmooth leaves togeth«rfow\lj 

And girded on our loins , may cover round 1096 

Thofe middle parts, that this new comer, Shamti 

There fit not, and reproach us as unclean 4 

So counfel'dlie * and both together went 
Into the thickeft wood; there foon they thofe nop 
The Fig-tree, not that kind for fruit renowh'd; 
But fuch as at this day (to Indians known 
In MAtABAR,or Decan) fpreads her arms 
Branching fo broad , and long , that in the ground 
The bended twigs take root, & daughters grow noj 
About die mother tree, a pillar'd ihade 
High over-arch'd , and echoing walks between : * 
There oft the Indian terdlman (hunning heat, 
• Shelters in cool , and tends his pafturing herds 
At loopholes cut thro* thickeft fhadc: thofe leaves 

Tfacjr 
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They gatheVd, broad as Amazonian targe mi 
And with what skill they had, together fow'd, 
To gird their waift; vain covering, if to hid* 
Their guilt, and dreaded fhame! O, hdw unlike '* 
To that firft naked glory/ (fuch of late iiij 

Columbus found th' American, fo girt 
With feather'd cin&ure; naked clfe, and wild 
Among the trees, on ides and woody (hores.) 
Thus fenc'd, and, as they thought, their fhame in part 
Cover'd, but not at reft or cafe of mind, nto 

They fat them down to weep: nor only tears 
Rain'd at their eyes; but high winds worfe within 
Began to rife, high paffions^ anger, hate, 
Miftruft ,- fufpicion , difcord , and lhook fore 
Their inward ftate of mind; calm region once, xiij 
And full of peace; now toft, and turbulent/ 
For understanding ruVd not; and the will 
Heard not her lore; but in fubjeclion now 
To fenfual appetite* who from beneath 
Ufurping, over fov'reign reafon claim'd, X13O' 

Superior fway : from thus diftempcr'd bread, 
Adam tftrang'd in look and alter'd ftyle , 
Speech intermitted thus to Eve renewed. 

Would thou hadft hearken'd to my words, & ftay'd 
With me, as I befougkt thee, when that ftrangeii3j 
Defire of wand'ring this unhappy morn , 
I know not whence poffefs'd thee / We had then 
Remain'd flill happy; not, as now, defpoil'd 
Of all our good , fham'd , naked , miferable . 
Let none henceforth feck needlefs caufe t* approve 
The faith they owe ; when earneftly they feek 1141 
Such proof, conclude, they then begin to fail. 

To whom, foon movM with touch of blame, thus Evb, 
What words have pafs'd thy lips , A d a m fevcre /• 
lmput'ft thou that to my default , or will 1145 

Of wand'ring (as thou cafl'ft it ) which , who kno^s 

But 
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But might as ill have happen'd thou being by ; 
Or to thy felf perhaps : hadit thou been there , 
Or here th* attempt , thou could'ft not have difcern'd 
Fraud in the feYpent* fpeaking as he fpake; 1150 
No ground of enmity between us known , 
Why he mould mean me ill, or feek to harm* 
Was I to have never parted from thy fide? 
As good have grown there dill a lifelefs rib . 
Being as I am * why didft not thou, the Head, 115J 
Command me abfcdutcly not to go , 
Going into fuch danger, as thou faid'ft? 
Too facil then * thou didft not much gainfay ; 
Nay didft permit, approve, and fair diftnifs. 
Hadft thou been firm, and fix'd in thy diffent, 1160 
Nfither had I tranfgrefs'd > nor thou with me. 

To whom then ^rft incens'd Adam reply'd: 
Is this the love, is this the recompenfc 
Of mine to thee , ingrateful Eve/ expreft 
Immutable, when thou wert loft, notl;. n6{ 
Who might have liv'd, and joy'd immortal blifs : 
Yet willingly 'chofe rather Death with thee. * * 

And am 1 now upbraided , as the caufe 
Of thy tranfgrcfling? Not enough fevere, 
It feems,in my rettraint/ What could I more? 1170 
1 warn'd thee , I admonifrTd thee ; foretold 
The danger, and the lurking enemy 
That lay in wait : beyond this, had been force ; 
And force upon free will hath here no place. 
But confidence then bore thee bn; fecure 117} 

Either to meet no danger* or to find 
Matter of glorious tryal : and perhaps 
I alfo err'd, in overmuch admiring 
What feem'd in thee fo perfect, thaf I thought 
No evil durft attempt thee: but I rue 1180 

That error now , : which is bccome v my crime ; . 
And thou th'accufer/ Thus it (hall befal 
Him , who to worth in women overtruftmg % 

Lets 
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Lets her vrill rule: reftraint fhe will not brook; 
Ahd left to herfelf » if evil thence erifue , 1185 

She firft his weak indulgence will accufe. --- 

Thus they in mutual atcufation fpent 
The fruitlefs hours; but neither felf-condemning : 
And of their vain conteft appear'd no end. 
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BOOK X. 



The ARGUMENT. 

Mans tranfgreffSon known* the Guardian- Angels forfaki 
. Paradife , and return up to Heaven to approve their vi* 
gilance , *and an afprov'd , God declaring that the 
entrant* of Satan could not bo by them prevented. He 
fends bit Son to judge the tranfgrejfors ; who defcends, 
Ogives ferttenci accordingly; then in pity cloaths them 
both , and re-afcends. Sin and Deatn fitting till then 
at the gases of Hell , by wondrous fynepathy feeling the 
fuccefs «/*Satan in this new world, and the fin by man* 
then committed,refolve~so fit no longer confin'd inHell> 
but to foHow Satan their fire up to the place of man: 
to make the, way eafier from Hell to this world to cr fro f 
they pave a broaiLhigh-way , or bridge $ over Chaos » 
according to the track that Satan firfi made ; then , 
^preparing for earth ., they meet him, proud of his fuccefs* 
returning to Hell : their mutual gratuUticn 1 Satan *r~ 
rives at Pandxmoniurn , in full ajfembly relates with 
boafting his fuccefs againfi man ; inftead of applaufe is 
entertain d with a general hifs by all his audience^ 
: . t trans- 
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transform 9 d with himfejf alfo fuddenly into ferpentsi 
Recording id Ms doom givn in Paradi/e; them deluded 
"with a fheui of the forbidden tree fpringmg up before 
them , they greedily reaching to Jake of the fruit , chev) 
dufi & btttet Ajbes. The proceedings of Sin c? Death; 
Got) fotttels tht final viftery of kit Son over them* 
and the renewing of ail things.; bin for tha prefeat 
tommands his Angels to make fever al alterations in the 
heavens hnd' elements. Ada Hi, mere wmore perceiving 
hisfaltn condition , heavily bewails f rejecls the con- 
ddemeft f/*£ve> Jbe perfifijj&4t length appeafes him: 
$hen % to Wade jhje curfe likely Hfa[l on their cjfjfrjng, 
fropofes /# Adam violent ways, which be approves n$t\ 
but conceiving better hope, puts her in mind of the lot* 
promt fe made 'them , that tier feed fbould be revengi 
on the ftrpent ; and exhort* her -with him tofbok peaot 
of the offended Deity , by repentance and fuppUcatto*. 

| Ean-frhile the hainous and defpiteful aft 
Gf Sat ah , done in Paradife* & boW 
He, in the ferpent,had perverted Evb* 
Her husband (he, to tafte the fatal fruit, 
Was known in Heav'n : for what an 
. fcape the eye 5 

Of G o aH-fceing , or deceive his heart i 

Qmnifcient ? Who , in all things wife and juft, 
Hinder'd not Sat Aw to attempt the mind 
Of man , ijvith itaength entire and free-will arm*d, 
Complete to have difcofret'd t and repuls'd 10 

Whatever wites of foe, or feeming friend: 
Bor ftill they knew, (& ought t'have (till remcmbenl) 
The high- tnjtindioti , not to tafte that fruit, 
Whoevet tempted: which they not obeying, 
Incurred ( what conld they lefs ? ) the penalty , U 
And manifold in fin, deierv'd to fall* 

. Up into heav'n from Paradu* in hafte 
_ Th* Angelic Guards afcended., niutc and lad 
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For man; for of his date by this they knew; 
Much wondring how the fubtil Fiend had ftoln x* 
Entrance unfeen, Soon as th* unwelcome newt 
From earth arriv'd at Heaven-gate, difpleas'd 
All were who heard ; dim ftdnefs did not fpare 
That time cceleftial vifages; yet mix'd 
With pity, violated not their bfife. ij 

About the new arriv'd, in multitude* 
Th' ethereal people ran, t6 hear and know 
fclow all befel: they towards the Throne fupreme 
Accountable made hafte , to make appear 
With righteous plea, their utraoft vigilance; 30 
And eafily approved: when the Moft High 
Eternal F a t h e a , from his fecret cloud 
Amidft, in thunder utter'd thtis his voice. 

AffembVd Angels, and ye fcow'rt return'd 
Frpm unfuccefsful charge ! be not difmay'd, 35 

Nor ttoubl'd at thefe tidings from the earth , > 

WhicJ? your fincereft care could not prevent, 
Foretold fo lately what would come to pafs, 
When firft this tempter crofs'd the gulf from Hell. 
I told ye then he fhould prevail ; and fpeed 40 

On his bad errand; man (bould be fedue'd, 
And flattefd oijt of all j believing lies 
Againft his Maker: ncj decree of mine 
Concurring to neceifirate his fall; 
Or touch with lighteft nioment of impulfe 4$ 

His firee-will, to her own inclining left 
In even fc^e* But felPn he is: and now 
What refts, but that the mortal Sentence pafs 
Ori his tranfgreffion , death denounced that day? 
Which he prefumes already vain i and void* $• 
Becaufe not yet infliaed, (as he fear'd) 
By fome immediate ftroke : but foon ftiaU find 
Forbearance no acquittance, e're day end. 
Juftice (hall not return > as bounty, fcorn'd. 
JBut whom fend I to judge them i whom, M tliee $$ 

P z - Vice* 
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Vicegerent SdNf* To ttiee I have transfer*** 

All judgment, whether in Heav'n , or Earth, or Hell, 

Eafy it might be feen that I intend 

Mercy collegue with juftice, fending thee* 

Mans friend, his Mediator, his deugn'd fo 

Both Ranfom* and. Redeemer, voluntary; 

And deftin'd man himfclf, to judge man ralTn. 

So fpafte the F A t h e fc , and unfolding bright 
Tow'rd the right hand his Glory, on the Son 
Blai'd forth unclouded Deity : He full i\ 

Refplcndent all his Fa*»eh manifeft 
Exprefs'd, and thus divinely anfwer'd miH* 

Father Eternal! Thine is to decree $ 
Mine, both in Heav'n and earth to do thy wiH 
Supreme; that thou in me thy Son bclovNi * 70 
Mayft ever reft well pleas'd . I go to judge 
On earth thefe thy tranfgrefibrsj but thou knowtt* 
Whoever judg'd, the worft on me muft light* 
When time mall be ; for fo I undertook % 
Before thee: and not repenting, this obtain 75 

Of right > that I may mitigate their doom 
On me deriv'd: yet I lhall temper fo 
Juftice with Mercy , as may ilhiftrate moft 
Them fully fatisfy'd, and thee appeifc. 
Attendance none (hall need, nor train, where none to 
'Are to behold the judgment * but the judg'd, 
Thofe two: the third beft abfeht is condemned; 
Convift by flight , and rebel to all law : 
Convi&ion to the ferpent none belongs. 

* Thut faying, from His radiant feat he rofe 8j 
Of high collateral glory: Him Thrones, and Pow'ri, 
Princedoms, and Dominations fhiniftrant, 
Accompany'd to Hcaven^gate : from whence 
£ 2> £ n , and all the coafl in profped lay . 
Down he defeended ftraigttf : (thefpeed of Gods 90 

Time 
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Time counts not, tho" with fwifteft minute* wingU) 
Npwr was the Sun in weftern cadence low 
From noon ; and gentle airs , due at their hour, 
To fan the earth now wak'd, and ufher in 
The ev'ning cool; when he, from wrath more cool* 
Came, the mild Judge, and Intcrceflbr both, 96 
To fcntence man : the voice of Goq they heard, 
Now walking in the garden , by foft winds 
Brought to their ears, while day declin'd: they heaitf, 
And from his prefencc hid themfelves, among • too 
The thickeft trees, both man and wife: till Son. 
Approaching, thus to Adam caH'd aloud* 

Where art thou Adam, wont with joy to meet 
My coming feen far-off? I mife thee here , 
Not pleas'd ; thus entertained with folitude , 105 
Where obvious duty e're-while appear'd unfought : 
Or come I le(s confpicuous ? Or what change 
Abfents fchee ? Or what chance detains? Come forth / 

He came, and with him Eye, tnore loth, tho* firft 
To offend; difcountenanc'd both, & difcompos'd : urn 
Love was not in their looks , either to G © d 
Or to each other;. but apparent guilt, 
And fhame , and perturbation , and defpair , 
Anger,' and obftinacy, and hate, and guile: 
Whence Ad am, fault'ring long, thus anfwcr'd brief. 115 

I heard thee in the garden, and of thy voice 
Afraid, being naked, hid my felf. --- To whom 
The gracious Judge without revile reply'd. 

My voice thorn oft hall heard , and haft not fear*d» 
But frill reioyc'd : how is it now become rza 

So dreadful to thee ? That thou art naked , who 
Hath told thje ? Haft thou eaten of the tree, 
Whereof I gave thee charge thou (houldft not eat ? 

t . P j T* 
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To Whom thus Adam, fore befet! reply *d . . 
D heay*n/ in, evil ftreigbi this day I ftand i\f 

Before my Judge,. either to undergo 
My felf me totaL. crime; or to -accufe 
My other felf, the partner of my life :, 
tVhofe failing, White her faith to me remains, 
I fhpuld conceal ? and not expofe to. blame 13$ 

By my complaint. But drift neceflhy 
Suttfues me, and calamitous conftiaintl 
Left on my head both fin and puniflimenj , 
However lnfuppbrtable , be all 
Devolved. Though fhould I hold my peace, yet thou 
Wouldft eafily detecV what 1 conceal . ---. 130. 

This Woman, whom thou mad'ft to be my hd$ K 
And gav'ftrae as. thy perfect gift, fo good* 
So fit, fo acceptable i fo divine, 
That from her hand I could fufpgcl no ill ^ $40, 

And what (he did , whatever in it fcif , 
Her doing feem'd to juftifie the deed; 
She gave me of thp tree, --- ancl I did cat I 

•To whom the Sov'rcign Prefence thus repiy'd. 
Was (he thy God, that her thou didft obey 145 
Before his voice? Or was fhe made thy guide, 
Superior, ot but equal; that to her 
Thou didft refign thy manhood, and the place 
Wherein Goi> fetthee above her, made of thee; 
And for thee; whofe perfection f^r excell'd 150. 

Hers, in all real . dignity ? Adorn'd ; 

She was indeed * and lovely to dttriuft 
Thy love ;.no| thy fubjec"tion: and her gifts 
Were fuch, as under government well-feem'd; 
Unfeemty to Bear rule ; which was thy part , if $ 
And perion , hadft thou known thy felf aright. 

So having faid<, he thus to Eve in few: 
Say, woman, what is this which thou haft done? 

la 

f Digitized by VjOOQlC 



BobkX. PARADtSE LOST. 231 

To whom fad Ev?, with (hame nigh ©verrthfehrf'dg 
Confefiirjg fcion ; yet not before het Judee i6a 
Bold, or loquacious, thus abafh'd reply'd. --- 
The ferpent me beguiTd, and I did eat f 

Which when the Lord Gop heard , wit kout dehy 
To judgment He proceeded on th'acfcus'd 
Serpent , though brute ; unable to transfer 163 

The guilt on him , who made him inftmmeflt 
Of mifchief , and polluted from the end 
Of his creation r juftly then accurft* 
As vitiated in nature. Mare to know 
Concerned not man , (fince he no further knew) 17a 
Nor alter'd his offence: yet Goo at laft 
To Satan, flrft in fin , his doom apply'd t 
Though in myfterious terms , judg'd as then beft : 
And on the Serpent thus his curfe ipt fall, 

Becaufe thou haft done this, thou art accttrft 175 
Above all cattle , each bead of the field ; 
Upon thy belly groveling thou (halt go ; 
And di}ft»flialt eat, all the days of thy life; 
Between thee and the woman I will put 
Enmity , and between thine and her feed: 18a 

Her feed ihall bruife thy head, thou bruife his heclv 

So fpake this oracle, then yerify'd 
When Jesus Son of Mary (fecond Eyi) 
Saw Satan fall, like lightning, down fromHeav'n, 
PriAce of the air : then , rifing from his grave, 1,85 
SpoiTd Principalities and Pow rs , triumph'd 
In open (hew; and, with afcenfion bright, 
Captivity led captive through the ait, 
The realm it felf of S a t a n , long ufurp'd; 
Whbm He ihall tread at laft under our feet : 19a' 
Ev'n H 1 who now foretold his fatal bruife-; 
And to the woman thus his fentence tura'4* 

P4 Thy 
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Thy forrow I will -greatly -multiply 
By thy conception; children thou (halt bring 
In forrow forth; and to thy husband's will 19$ 

Thine (hall, fubrait ; he over thee (hall rule . 

* On Adam laft thus judgment he pronouac\h ' 
Becaufe thou haft hearken'd to the voice of thy wife; 
And eaten of the tree , concerning which 

I charg'd thee, faying, thou (halt not eat thereof: ica 
Curs'd is the ground for thy fake : thou in forrow 
Shalt eat thereof, all the days of thy life : 
Thorns alfo, and thirties, it (hall bring thee forth 
Unhid; and thou (halt cat th'hcrb of the field. 
In the fweat of thy face (halt thou eat bread , acj 
Till thou return unto the ground; for thou 
Out of the ground waft taken , (know thy birth) 
For dud thoq art , and (halt to duft return . 

• So judg'd he man ; bQth Judge and SaviouT fern* 
'And th'inftarrt ftroke of Death, denounced that day* 
Remov'd far off: then, pitying how they Rood m 
Before hfip, naked to the air, (that now % 
Muft Juffer change) difdain'd not to begin 
Thenceforth the form of fervant to aflume : 

A$ when he wafh'd his fervants feet; fo now, ii| 
As father of his family , he clad 
Their nakednefs with skins of beads; or (kin , 
Or (as the fnake) .with youthful coat repaid; 
And thought not much to cloath his enemies. 
Nor he their outward onlv , with the skins not 

Of beads, but inward na&ednefc (much more 
Opprobriqus ! ) with his robe of righteoufnefs 
Arraying, cover'd from his Father's fight. 
To nim with fwift afcent hcj vp returned t 
(Jnto his blifsful bofom reaflum'd 115 

In glory , as of old ) to him appeas'd , , 
All ( t^ho' aH-knowing ) what had pad with man 
Recounted, mixing intcrceffion fivect. 
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Mean while e're thus was fin'd & judg'd on earrh , 
Within the gates of Hell fat Sin and Death, 130* 
in cownterrview within the gates , that now 
Stood open wide, belching outragipus flame . 
Far into Chaos, fince the Fiend part through k 
Sjn op'ning; who thus now to Death began, 

O ibn ! why fit we here each other viewing 2 j£ 
Idly , while Satan, our great author , thrives 
In other worlds , and happier feat provide* 
For us his off-fpring dear ? It cannot be 
But that fuccefs attends him : if mishap , 
$'re this he had returned , with fury driv'n *4Q 
By his avengers, fince no place iike this 
Can fit his paniftment, or their revenge. 
Methinks I feci new ilrcngth within me rife. 
Wings growing , and dominion giv'n mc large 
Beyond this Deep : whatever djaws me on , 145 
Orfyrapathy, or fome connat'ral force, 
Powerful at greateft diftance to unite 
With fecret amity , things of like kind ; 
By fecseteft conveyance.* Thou , my (hade 
Inseparable, muft with rrje along: 25 a 

For Death from S 1 n no pow'r cm feparatc . 
Btit left the difficulty of paffing back 
Stay his return, perhaps, ^>ver this gulf 
ImpaiTable, impervious; let us try 
(Advent'rous work! yet to thy pow'r & mine,. 255- 
Not unagreeable) to found a path 
Over this main, from Hell to that new world, 
Where Satan now prevails ; a monument 
Of merit high, to all th' infernal hoft; 
$afing their paffage hence, for intercourfe* . 260 
Or tranfmigration , as their lot ftiall lead . 
Hor can I mifs the way, fo ftrongly drawn, 
Py this new felt attraction , and inftinfl , 

P$ Wkom 
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Whom thus the meagre Shadow anf#er'4 fbon . 
Go whithct fate , and inclination ftrong 265 

Leads thee; I (hall not lag behind, nor err 
The way , thou leading : fuch a fcent I' draw 
Of carnage, prey innumerable ! and tafte 
The favor of Death from all things there that live, 
Nor (hall I to the work thou enterprifeft %^ 

Be wanting, but afford thee eqqal aid* 

So faying , with delight he fnuffd the froell 
Of mortal change on earth. As when a flock 
Of ravenous fowl, though many a league rcfnote, 
Againft the day of battel , to a field f 27$ 

Where armies lie incampM, come flying, lur'4 
With fcent of living carcafles, defign'd 
For death the following day , in bloody fight : 
So fcented the grim Feature, and up-tgrn'd 
His noftwk wide into the murky air t \Sot 

Sagacious of his quarry from fo far . 
Then both from out Hell-gates, inm the wafte 
Wide' anarchy of Chaos, damp and dark, 
Flew divers; and with pow'r (their pow'r wavgTeat) 
Hoverjng upon the waters; what they met 285 
Solid or flimy , as in raging fe* 
Toft up and down t together crowded drov« 
From each fide fhoaling towards the mouth of Hell * 
As when two polar winds % blowing adverfe 
Upon the Cuqnian fea , together drive %$<x 

Mountains of ice, that flop th'imagin'd way 
Beyond Petzora eaft ward , to the rich v 
C a t h a 1 a u coaft . The aggregated foil 
Death with his mace petrific , cold and dry t 
As with a trident fmote; and fix'd as firm 195 

As D e l o s floating once : the reft , his look 
pound with GonGOKtAN, rigor , not to move z 
And with Asphaltic flime, (broad as the gate* 
Deep to the roots of Hell ) the gathered beach 
they faften'dj & tfec mple iirjmsnfe wrQU£ht;-on,3oo 
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Over the foaming Deep btgb-arch'd; a bridge, 

Of length prodigious , joining to die wall 

Immoveable of this now-fencelefs world, 

Forfeit tp D $ at h . From hence , a paffage broad , 

Smooth, cafy, inoffenfive, down tQ Hell. 305 

So (if great things to fmall may be compared) 

abrxm> the Liberty of Grecb to yoke , 

From Stis* (his M^nonhn palace high) 

Came to the fea ; and over Hellespont 

Bridging hk way, Euro pp with A sj a join'd; 310 

And fcourg ! d with many a ftroke th* indignant W4ves. 

Now had they brought the work , by wondrous art 

Pontifical (a ridge of pendent rock 

Over the vex'd Abyfc , following the track 

Of Sat a h) to the felf-fame place where he 3^5 

Firft lighted from his wing , and landed fare 

From out of Chao$ to tr^e putfide bare 

Of this rpund world : with pins of adamant 

And chains they made all faft; too M rhcy made, 

And durable: And now, in little fpace, 310 

The confines met of empyrean heav'n , 

And of«hi$ world; and on the left hand, hell, 

With long reach interposq 2 three fev'ral ways 

In fight , to each of tnefe three places led . 

And now their way to earth they had defcry'd, 3:5.5 

ToParadife firft tending; when, behold/ 

Satan, in likenels or an Angel bright, 

Betwixt the Centaur and the Scorpion ileering 

His zenith , while the Sun in Aries rofe : 

Difgujs'd he came; but thofe his children dear 330 

Their parent foon difcernd, though in difguifc* 

He, after Eve fedue'd, unminded flunk 

Into the wood faft by; and changing fhape 

T'obferve the fequel, faw his guileful aft 

By Evb (though all unweeting) feconded 335; 

Vpon her husband; faw their (name, that fought 

Vain covertures : but when he faw defcend 

^hc S^H of G09 to judge them, terrify'd . ^ 
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He fltd; not hoping to efcape, bat ftiun 
The prefent ; fearing guilty what his wrath 340 
Might fuddenlr inflift : that pad , return'd 
By night, and liftening whore the haplefs pair 
Sft in their fad difcourfe , and various plaint , 
Thence gather* d his own doom : which underftood 
Not inftant, but of future time, with joy 34? 

And tidings fraught, to Hell he now returned: 
And at the brink of Chaos, near the foot 
Of this new wondrous pontifice, unhop'd 
Met, who to meet him came, his offspring dear: 
Great joy was at their meeting, and at fight 350 
Of that ftupendous bridge, his joy increas'd. 
Long he admiring flood, till Sin, his fair 
Iftcbanting daughter , thus the iilencc broke. 

O parent / thefe are thy magnific deeds ; / 
Thy trophies , which thou view'fl as not thine own 5 
Thou art their author, and prime architect. 356 
For I no fopner in my heart divih'd 
( My heart , which by a fecret harmony 
Still -moves with thine, join'd in connexion fweet/) 
That thou on earth hadft profper'd , which thy looks 
Now alfo evidence, but ftraight I felt 361 

( Though diftant from thee worlds between, yet felt) 
That I mult after thee, with this thy fon: 
Such fatal confequence unites us three! 
Hell could no longer hold us in her bounds; 365 
Nor this unvoyageable gulf obfcure, 
Detain" from following thy illuftrious track. 
Thou- haft atchiev'd our liberty, confln'd 
Within Hell gates till now: Thou us ithpower'd 
To fertifie thus far, and overlay 370 

With this portentous bridge the dark Abvfs. 
Thjne now is all this world; thy virtue hath won 
What thy hands builded not: thy wiidom gain'd, 
With odds what war hath loll: and fully aveng'd 
X3vu' foil ifljicav'a : here thou (bait Monarch reign ; 379 
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There didft not: (here let him ftfll vi&or fway. 

As battel hath adjudg'd , from this new world 

Retiring* by his own doom alienated: 

And henceforth Monarchy with thee divide 

Of all things, parted by UT empyreal bounds , }8d 

His quadrature, from thy orbicular world; 

Or- try thee, now more dang'rous to his throne. 

" Whom thus the Prince of darknefs anfwer'd glad* 
Fair Daughter, and thou Son and Grandchild both! 
High proof ye now have giv'n to be the *ace 385 
Of S atan (for I glory in the name , 
Antagonist of Heav'n's Almighty King) 
Amply' have merited of me, of all 
Th' infernal empire , that , fo near Heav'n's door 
Triumphal with triumphal aft have met , . 390 
Mine, with this glorious work; and made one realm 
Hell and this world (our realm) one Continent 
Of eafy thorough-fore . Therefore while I 
Defcend through darknefs, on your road with cafe, 
To my aflbciate Pow'rs , them to acquaint 395 
With mcfe fucceffes, and with them rejoyce; 
You two this way, among thefe numerous Orbs 
(All yours!) right down to Parajdife defcend: 
There dwell, and reign in blifs; thence on the earth 
Dominion exercife, and in the air, 400 

Chiefly on Man, fole Lord of all dedar'd: 
Him firft make fure your thrall, and laffly kill. 
'My fubftitutes I fend ye, and create 
Plenipotent on earth , of matchlefs might 
Ifluing from me : on your joint vigor now 405 

Mv hold of this new kingdom all depends; 
Tnrough fin to death expos'd by my exploit. 
If your joint pow'r prevail , th' affairs of hell 
No detriment need fear; go and be ftrong. 

So faying he difmifs'd them ; they with fpeed 4t© 
Their courfe through thickeft conflcllations held, , 

> Spreading 
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Spreading their banc: the bhfted fhrs look'd wan, 

And Planets , planet-ftruck , real Ecbpfe 

Then fuffer'd . Th* other way , S a t a n . went dowtt 

The caufey to Hell gate: on either fide* 41$ 

ERfparted CkAos overbuilt' exdaim'd., 

And with rebounding furge the bars aflSuTd, 

That fedrn'd his indignation. Though Hie gate, 

Wide-open and unguarded, Satan pafs'd, 

Arid aH^bout found defolate: for thofc 42^ 

Appointed to fit there, had left their charge j 

flpwn to the upper world: die reft were all 

Far to th'in-land retir'd, about the walls 

Of Pand amonium, city and proud feat 

Of Lucifer (fo by allufioh call'd, 41} 

Of tha't bright ftar to Satan paragon'd ) 

There kept their watch the legions , while the Grand 

In- council fat, follicitous what chance . 

Might intercept their Emperor fent : fo he 

Departing gave command, and they obferv'd. 430 

As when the Tart Aft frbra his Russian foe* 

JSy Astracan, over the fnOwy plains, 

Retires : or Bactrian Sophy from the hdfns ' 

Of Turkish Crefcent , leaves all wafte beyond 

The realm of Aladule, in his retreat 435 

To Taurus, or Casbben: fo thefe (the late' 

Hpav'n-baniih'd hoft) left defert utmoft Hell 

Many a dark ieagtie , redue'd in earefal watch 

llound their Metropolfc; and now expeding 

Each hour their great adventurer from the fearch 440 

Of foreign worlds: he through the midft unraark'd. 

In (hew plebeian Angel militant . 

Of loweft order, paft; and from the door 

Of that P lu f o n 1 an hall, invifible 

Afcended his high throne; which under ftate 44; 

Of richeft texture fpread, at th* upper end. 

Was plac'd in regal luftre. Down a- while 

He fat, and round about him faw unfeeh. 

At laftj as from a alotid , ids fulgent bead; 

And 
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And fhape Oar-bright , appeared, (or brighter, dad 
With what permiffive glory fincc his tall 451; 

Was left him * or falfe glitter : ) all amax'd 
At that fo fudden blafce , the Stygian throng 
Bent their afpeft , and whom they wifh'd beheld, 
Their mighty Chief rcturn'd : ldud was th* acclaim I 
Forth rtilh'd in hafte the great confulting Peers , 456 
Rais'd from their dark Divaw, and with like joy 
Congratulant approached him ; who with hand 
Sikncc , and with thefe words attention, won. 

Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues, Pow'n I 
For in poffeffion fuch, not only of right, 461 

I call ye and declare ye now \ return'd 
Succefsful beyond hope , to lead ye forth 
Triumphant out of this infernal pit 
Abominable ,-*ccurs*d, the boufe of woe, 465 

And dungeon of our tyrant! now pofiefs, 
As Lord* » a fpacious world , V our native Heav'n 
Little inferior, by my adventure hard 
With peril great atchiev'd. Long were to tell 
What ^ have done, what fuffcrM, with what pain 470 
Voyag'd th* unreal, vaft, unbounded Deep 
Of horrible conrufion! over which 
By* Si h and DiatS a broad way now is pav'd; 
To expedite your glorious march: but I 
Toil'd o#t my uncouth paflage, fore'd to ride 47 J 
Th* untra&abte Abyfs, plurg'd in the womb 
Of unoriginal Night, and Chaos wild : 
That , jealous of their fecrets, fiercely oppos'd 
My journey flrange , with dimerous uproar 
Protcfting fate fupreme: thence, how I found 480 
The new created world , which fame in Heav'n 
Long had foretold ; a fabric wonderful! 
Qf abfolute perfc&ion: therein Man, 
Plac'd in a Paradife, by our exile 
Made happy : him by fraud I have fedue'd 485 

From his Creator; and, the more fincreafe 

Your 
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Yoiir wonder, with an *pple: He thereat 

Offended , worth your laughter, hath giv'n up 

Both his beloved Man , and all his world , 

To Sin and Diath a prey, and fo to us, 490 

Without our hazard , labor 9 or alarm ; 

To range in , and to dwell , and over man 

To rule, as over all he foould have rul'd* 

True is, me alfo he hath judg'd (or rather 

Me not , but the brute ferpent , in whofe ihape 495 

Man I deceiv'd) that which to me belongs, 

Is'enmity, which he will put between 

Me and mankind; I am to bruife his heel ; 

His feed, when is not fet, (hall bruife my head. 

A world who would not purchafe with a bruife, 500 

Or much more grievous pain ? Ye have* th' account 

Of my pefbrmance: What remains, ye Gods, 

But up and enter now into full blifs? — 

So laving faid , a while he flood , expecting 
Their univerfal (hout , and high applaufe 505 

To fill his ear; when contrary , he hears 
On all fides, from innumerable tongues, • 
A dffmal univerfal hifs , the found 
Of public fcorn : he wonder'd , but not long 
Had lcifure, wond'ring at himfelf now more: 510 
' His vifage drawn he felrto (harp and fpare; 
His arms dung to his ribs; his legs entwining 
Each other, till fupplanted down he fell; 
A monftrous ferpent on his belly prone, 
Reludtant; but in vain! a greater pow'r 51} 

Now rul'd him , puniuVd in the ihape he finn'd , 
According to his doom. He would have frioke; 
But hifs for hifs rcturn'd with forked tongue, • 
To forked tongue ; for now were all transformed 
Alike, to ferpents. all , as acceffories 510 

To his bold Riot : dreadful was the din 
Of biffing through the haii, thick f warming now 
With complicate* inonftcrs head and tail; 

Scorpion, 
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Scorpion, and Afp, and Aropbisbaena dire, 
Ceraftes horn d , Hydrus , and Elops drear , 515 
And Dipfas ( not fo thick fwarm'd once the foil 
Bedtop'd with blood of Gorgon; or the ifle 
O^hiusa) but Hil greateft he the midft, 
Now Dragon grown ; larger than whom the Sun 
Ingendera in the Pythian vale on flime, $30 
Huge Python! and his pow'r no lefs he feem'd 
Above the reft ftill to retain : they all 
Him follow'd, ifluing forth to th'opeu field; 
Where all yet left of that revolted rout, 
Heav'n-fall'n , in ftation ftood or juft array , 535 
Sublime with expectation, when to fee 
In triumph iffuing forth their glorious Chiefs 
They faw , but other fight inftead ! a crowd 
Of ugly ferpents: horror on them fell* 
And horrid fympathy : for what they faw, ^40 

They felt themfelves, now changing-, down their arms, 
Down fell both fpear and fhield , down they as faft : 
And the dire hifs renew'd , apd the dire form 
Catch'd by contagion; like in puniihment, 
As in thoir crime. Thus was th'applaufe they meant, 
Turn'd to exploding hifs, triumph to'fhame, 546 
Call on thcmfelves from their own mouths. There ftood 
A grove hard by , fprung up with this their change m 
( His will, who reigns above!) to aggravate 
Their pennance, laden with fruit, like to that 550 
Which grew in Paradife , the bait of E v e 
"Us'd by the tempter : on that profpecl ftrange' 
Their earneft eyes they fix'd; imagining 
For one forbidden Tree, a multitude 
Now ris'n , to work them further woe or (hame: $f $ 
Yet parch'd with fcalding third, and hunger fierce, 
Though to delude them fent* could not abftain; 
But on they roll'd in heaps, and up the trees 
Climbing, fat thicker than the fnaky locks 
That curl'd Megara: greedily they pluck'd 560 
The fruitage faff to fight (like that which grew 

Q Near 
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Near that bituminous lake where Sodom flanVd: 
This, morcdelufive, not the touch, buttafte 
Deceived) they fondly thinking to allay 
Their appetite with guft, roftead of fruit 565 

Chew'd bitter afhes, which th* offended tafte 
With fpattering noife rejeded: oft they affay'd, 
Hunger and thirft conftraining; drug'd as oft 
With hatefulleft difreiirti , writh'd their jaws, 
With foot and cinders fili'd : fb , oft they fell 570 
Into the fame illufton; not as man, [pbgu'd 

Whom they triumph' d , once laps'd. Thus were they 
And worn with famine^, long and ceafelefs hifs , 
Till their loft fhape, permitted", they refum'd; 
Yearly injoin'd, (bme fay, to undergo 575 

This annual humbling certain numbered days , 
To dafh their pride, and joy for man fedue'd. 
However, (bme tradition they difpers'd 
Among the Heathen, of their purchafe got, 
And fabled how the ferpent, whom they call'd 580 
Ophion, with Eurtnomb (the wide- 
Encroaching Evb perhaps) had firft the rule 
Of high Olympus; thence by S a t u r » dnVn , 
And Ops, e're yet Dictaan Jove was born. 

Mean while in Paradife the hdlifti pair 585 

Too foon arriv'd , S 1 w » there in pow r before, 
Once aclual; now in body, and to dwell 
Habitual habitant; behind her Dbath, 
Clofe following pace for pace , not mounted yet 
On his pale horfe : to whom S 1 n thus began. 59© 

Second of S a t a n fprung, all-conquering Dbath! 
What think'ft thou of our empire now? Tho'earnd 
With travel difficult, not better far, 
Than Hill at Hell's dark threfhold t' have fat watch , 
Unnam'd, undrcaded, and thy felf half ftarv'd ? 595 

Wh«n 
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Whom thus die fin-born monfter anfwer'd foon: 
To me, who with eternal famine pine, 
Alike is Hell, or Paradife, or Heav'n; 
There bell , where moft with ravin I may meet : 
Which here , tho' plenteous , all too little feems 6co 
To duff this ma*r , this vaft un-hide-bound corps. 

To whom th' inceftuous toother thus reply'd : 
Thou therefore on thefe herbs, & fruits, & flow'rs 
feed firft ; on each bead next, and fifh, and fowl ; 
No homely morfels/ and whatever thing 60J 

The fcithe of Ti m e mowes down, devour uirfpar'd t 
Till I in man refiding, through the race, 
His thoughts; his looks, words, actions all infeft; 
And feafon him thy laft and fweeteft prey. 

This faid , they both betook them fevetal ways, 
Both to deftroy, or un-immortal make 6xt 

All kinds ; and for deftru&ion to mature 
Sooner or later: which th' Almighty feeing , 
From his tranfeendent feat the Saints amoftg , 
To thofe bright Orders utter'd thus his voice. 6r j 

See! with what heat thefe dogs of hdl advance, 
To watte and havock yonder world , which I 
So fair and good created; and had dill 
Kept in that Rate, had not the folly of man 
Let in thefe waftefal Furies; who impute 6io 

Folly to me: fo doth the Prince of Hell, 
And his adherents > that with fo much cafe 
I fuffer them to enter aod poflefs 
A place fo heav'nly , and conniving feem 
To gratifie my fcornful enemies, 625 

That laughs, as if (tranfported with tome fit 
Of pafiion) I to them had quitted all, 
At random yielded Up to their mis- rule: 
Anc} know not that I calTd, and drew them thither, 
My hell-hounds, to lick up the draff , and filth , 6%o 
r Qi Whick 
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Which man*$ polluting fin with taint hath fhcd 

On what was pure : till cramm'd& gorg*d, nigh burnY 

With fuck'd and glutted offal* at one fling 

Of thy victorious arm, well-pleafrog Son/ 634 

Both Sin, &Death, & yawning Grave, at laft 

Through Chaos hurl'd , obftrqd the mouth of Heft- 

For ever , and feal up his ravenous jaws . 

Then, heav'n and earth renew'd , (hall be made pure 

To fantfity , that (hall receive no ftain : 

Till then, the curfe 'pronounc'd on both -precedes. 640 

He ended , and the; heav'nty audience loud 
Sung Hallelujah , as the found of feas , 
Through multitude that fung ! „ Juft are thy ways , 
„ Righteous are thy decrees on all thy works; 
„ Who can extenuate Thee ? next, to the Son, 645 
„ Deftin'd reftorer of Mankind, by whom 
9> New heav'n and earth (hall to the ages rife 5 
„ Or down from Heav'n defcend . „ buch was their 
While the Creator calling forth 'by name [fong* 
His mighty Angels , gave thein feveral charge , 650 
As forted beft with prefent things. The Sun, 
Had firft his precept fo to move , fo (hine , 
As might affed the earth with cold, and heat. 
Scarce tollerable ; and from the north to call 
Decrepit Winter ; from the fouth to bring 655 

Solftitial fummer's heat, To the Wane moon 
JHer office they prefcrib'd ; 'to th' other five , 
'Their planetary motions , and afpe&s , 
In Sextil, Square, and Trine, and Oppofite, 
Of noxious efficacy; and when to join 660 

In fynod unbenign : and taught the nYd 
Tbeir influence malignant when to (how'r; 
Which of them , rifing with the Sun, or falling, 
Should prove tempeftuous. To the winds they fet 
Their coi ners ; when with blufter to confound 66$ 
Sea, air, and fhoar: the thunder, when to roll 
With terror through the. dark a.ercal hall. 

f Sdme 
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Some fay, he bid his Angels turn afcanfe 
The Poles of earth , twice ten degrees and more , . 
From the Sun's axle ; they with labor pufti'd 670 
Oblique the centric globe : fome fay the Sua 
Was. bid turn from the ^Equinoctial road 
Like diftant breadth to. Taurus , with the fev'a 
Atlantic fitters, and the Spartan Twins, 
Up to the Tropic Crab; thence, down am^in 675 
By Leo, and the Virgin, and the Scales, 
^s deep as Capricorn , to bring in change 
Of feafons to each clime : elfe had the fpring 
Perpetual fmtt'd on earth with vernant flow'rs, 
Equal in days and Bights , except to thofe 68q 

Beyond the Polar circles : to them day 
Had unbenighted (hone, while the low Sun 
To recompervfe his diftaace, in their -fight 
Had rounded ft ill th* Horizon , and not knowa 
Or eaft of weft; which had forbid the (how 685 
From cold Estotuandj and fouch as fcr 
Beneath Magellan. At that tailed frutt 
The Sua, as from Thuestean banquet, tum'd 
His courfe intended; elfe how had th£ world 
Inhabited, though finlefs, more than now 690 

Avoided pinching cold , and fcorching heat ? 
Thcfe changes intheheav'ns (though flow) product 
Vke change on fea, and land; fideral blaft, 
Vapor, and mift, and exhalation hot> 
Corrupt, and peftilentl Now from the north 695 
Of Nor U.MRBQJUE, and the Samoed (bore, 
Burfting *heir brazen dungeoa, arm'd with ice^ 
And fnow, and hail, andftorray guft, and flaw* 
Boreas, and C»cias, and Argeftes loudf 
And Thrafcias, rend the woods, andfea$ lip-turn: 
With adverfe Waft up-turns them from the.iputh 701 % 
Notus , and Afer , black with thundrous clouds 
from Sierra^ Liona: thwart of thefe, as. fierce > 
Forth rufh the Levant, and the Ponent winds, 
£urus , *nd Zephyr * with their lateral npife,.^ \Qt 

Q j Sirocco x 
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Sirocco, ahd Libecchio. Thus began 
Outrage from llfelefs things : but Difcord firft 
( Daughter of S i H ) among th'irr ational 
Death itttrodufc'd , through fierce antipathy : 
Beaft now With beaft'gan war, & fowl with fowl, 7*a 
And fHh with fifli : to graze the herb all leaving, 
Devoured each other; nor flood much in awe 
Of man , but fled him , or with countenance grim 
Glar'd on him paffing. Thefe were from without 
The growing miferies, which Adam faw 715 
Already in part, though hid in gloomieft (hade, , 
To forrow abandon'd : but worfe felt withitf ! 
And in a troubled fea of paffion toft , 
Thus to disburden fought with fa4 complaint. 

O mifera^e of happy / is this the end 710 

Of this new glorious world , and rtie fo late 
The gloty of that glory, who now become 
Accurft of blefled ? Hide me from the face 
Of God, whom to behold was then my height 
Of happinefsl yet well, if here would end # 7^5 
The mifery ; I <ldferv'd it , and would bear 
My own defenh'ngs ; but this will not ferve f 
All that I cat, or drink, or (hall beget, 
Is propagated cutfe . O voice once heard 
Delightfully , Jncretfe and multiply ; 750 

Now death tck hear! For what can I incrcafc , 
Or multiply, but curfes on my head? 
Who of all ages to fuccced, but feeling 
The evil on hifn brought by me, will curfe 
My head? ill- fere xrar anceftor impure I 735 

For this we may thank Adam/ but his thanks 
8Kall be the execration : fo befides 
Mine own J tet bide upon roe, all from me 
Shall with a fierce reflux on me redound: 
On me-, <as on their natural centre , light : 740 
Heavy, though in their placet O fleeting joys 
pf Paradife , dear l>o*ght with biting woes / 
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Did I reaueft thee , Maker , from my day » 
To mola me man? Did I follicite thee 
From darknefs to promote me ? Or here place 745 
In this delicious garden ? As my wBl 
Concurr'd not to my being, it were tat right f 
And equal, to reduce me to my daft, 
Deiirous to refign, and render back 
All I jeceiv'd; unable to perform 750 

Thy terms too hard , by which I was to liold 
The good I fought not . To the loft of that , 
Sufficient penalty/ why haft thou added 
The fenfe of endlefs woes ? Inexplicable 
Thy juftice feems. — Yet, to fay truth, too late, 
I thus conteft: then fhouH have been refus'd 756 
Thefe terms, whatever, when they were propos'd: 
Thou didft accept them ; wilt thou enjoy the good , 
Then cavil the conditions? And though G<*t> 
Made thee without thy leave j what if Ay fop 760 
Prove difobedient, and reprov'd, retort, 
Wherefore didft thou beget me? I fought it not ! 
Wouidft thou admit, for his contempt of thee, 
That proud excufe? Yet him, not thy ele&ion, 
But natural neccffity begot. 765 

God made thee of choice his own , and of his own 
To ferve him; thy reward was of his grace; 
Thy punifhment then juftly is at his will. 
Re it to! for I fubmit; His doom is fair, 
That duft I am , and (hall to duft return : 770 

O welcome hour whenever / Why delays 
His hand to execute, what his decree 
Fix'd on this day? Why do I over-live t 
Why am I mock'd with death , and lenethen'd out 
To deathlefs pain ? How gladly would fmeet 775- 
Mortality my fentence, and be earth 
Infenfible / How glad would lay me down , 
As in my mother's lap! There I ftvould reft, 
And fleep fecure: His dreadful voice no more 
Would thunder in my ears: no fear of worfe 780 

Q4 To 
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To me, and to my ofF-fpring, would torment me- * ' 
With cruel expectation. --- Yet one doubt 
F$rfiiea me ftill, left all I cannot die; J 

Left that pure breath of life, the fpirit of man, 
Which God infpir'd, cannot together perifh 78$ 
With this corporeal clod: then, in the grave, ! 

Or in fome othe* difmal place, who knows 
But I (hall die a living death ? O thought 
Horrid* if true/ Yet why? It was but breath 
Of life that finn'd : what dies , but what had life, 79a , 
And fin? The body properly hath neither* 1 

All of me then (hall die ; let this appeafc * j 

The doubt, fince human reach no further knows* I 

For though the Lord of all be infinite , 
Is his wrath alfo ? Be it i Man is not fo y 795 ' 

But mortal doom'd. How can he exercife 
Wrath without end on man, whom death mivft end.* 
Can he make deathlefs death ? That were to nuke 
Strange contradiction , which to God himfelf 
Impoffible is held; as argument Sea 

Of weaknefs, not of pow'r. Will he draw out, . 
For anger's fake , finite to infinite , * 

In punifh'd man, to fatisfy his rigor, 
Satisfy'd never? That were to extend 
His fentence beyond duft, and nature's law: 80$ 
By which all caufes elfe, according (till 
To the reception of their matter, a<ft; 
"Not to th" extent of their own fphere . But fay 
That Death be not one ftroke , as, I fuppos'd , 
Bereaving fenfe: but endlefs mifery 8i<* 

From this day onward; which I feel begua - 
Both in me, and without me, and fo laft 
To perpetuity r — Ah me* That fear 
Comes thundring back with dreadful revolution 
On my defonfelefs head : both Death and I 81$ 
Am found eternal, and incorporate both. 
Nor I on my part fingle; in me all 
Poftcnty ftands curft { Fair : patrimony 
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That I muft leave ye , fons./ Q were I able 
To wade it all my felf, and leave ye none! 810 
So difinherited , how would ye blefs 
Mc, now your curfe! Ah, why (hould all mankind, 
For one man's fault, thus guiklcfs be condemn*d, . 
If guiltlefs? But from me what can proceed. 
But all corrupt, both mind and will deprav'd, 8*$ 
Not to do only, but to will the fame 
With me ? How can they tjien acquitted (land 
In fight of Go»? Him after all difputes 
Forc'd I abfolve: all my evafions vain 
And reafonings, (tho thro' mazes) lead me Hill 830 
But to my own conviction: firft and*laft 
On me, me only, as the fource and fpring 
. Of all corruption , all the blame lights due : 
So might the wrath /Fond wifh/ couldft tboufupport 
That burden, heavier than the earth to bear; 835' 
Than all the world much heavier; though divided 
With that bad woman ? Thus what thou dcfir'il 
And what thou fear'ft , alike deflroys all hupe 
Of refuge; and concludes thee miferable, 
Beyortd all pall example, and future: 840 

To Satan only like , both crime and <}oom . 

Confcience / into what abyfs of fears 

And horrors haft thou driv'n me ? Out of which 

1 find no way , from deep to deeper plung'd * 

Thus Adam to himfelf lameqted loud, 84c 

Through the (till night ; not now ( as e're man fell) 
Wholfom, and cool, and mild; but with black air 
Accompany'd; with damps and dreadful gloom; 
Which to his evil confcience reprefented 
All things with double terror. Qn the ground 850 
Outftretch'df he lay , on the cold grouna ! and oft 
Curs'd his creation; Death as oft accus'd 
Of tardy execution , fince denoune'd 
The day of his offence . Why comes not Death » 
(Swifce) with one thrice acceptable ftroke 855 

Qj To 
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To end me ? Shall Truth ftil to keep her word? 

Juftice Divine not haften to bejuft? 
lut* Death comes not at call , Juftice Divine 
Mends not her floweft pace for pray'rs, or cries/ 
jO woods , O fountains , * hillocks , dales , 6c bow'rs ! 
With other echo late I taught your (hades 86x 
To anfwer , and refound far other fong ! --• 
Whom thus afBided when fad Evg beheld, 
Dcfolate where (he fat, approaching nigh, 
Soft words to his fierce paffion (he afiay'd: 86$ 
But her with ftern regard he thus repead. 

Out of my fight, thou ferpent/ — That name beft 
Befits thee, with him leagu'd; thy felf as falfe 
And hateful: nothing wants, but that thy (hape, 
I >ike his , and color fcrpentine, may (hew 870 

Thy inward fraud ; to warn all creatures from thee 
Henceforth ; left that too heav'nly form , pretended 
To helltfh ftlfehood , fnare them ! But for thee 
I had perfifted happy ; had not thy pride 
And wand'ring vanity ,' when leaft was fafe , 875 
Rejected my forewarning, and difdain'd * 
Not to be trufted ; longing to be feco , 
Though by the Devil himfelf ; him overweening 
To over-reach: but with the ferpent meeting, 
Fool'd and beguil'd , by him thou , I by thee 88a 
To truft thee from my fide; imagin'd wife, 
Conftant, mature, proof againft all aflauks, 
And underftood not all was but a Ihew , 
Rather than folid virtue; all but a rib, 
Crooked by nature, bent (as now appears) 885 
More to the part finifter from me drawn ; 
Well if thrown out, as fupernumerary 
To my jtift number found ! O I why did God, 
Creator wife/ that peopl'd higheft Heavn 
With fpirits mafculine, create at laft 890 

v This novelty on earth, this fair defed; 

Of 
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Of nature ? And not fill the world at once 

With men , as Angels , without feminine ? 

Or find forae other way to generate 

Mankind? This raifchief had not then bcfalln, 891 

And more that fhaU befel : innumerable 

Difturbances oh earth through female ftiarcs, 

And ftrait conjon&ian with this fcx : for either 

He never fliall find out. fit mate; hut fueh 

As fome misfbrtune brings him , or miftake; 900 

Or, whom he wilhes moil, (hall fcldom gain 

Through her perverfenefs; but (hall fee her gain'd 

By a far worfer or if foe love, with-held 

By parents ; or his happieft choice too late 

Shall meet, already link'd, and wedlock-bound 90$ 

To a fell adverfary , his hate , or foam e : 

Which infinite calamity foall caufe 

To human life , and houfe-hold peace confound ! 

He added not, and from her turn'd --- But Eve 
Notfo repuk'd, with tears thatceas'd not flowing, 910 
And tyffes all diforderM, at his feet 
Fell humble; and embracing them, befought 
His peace, and thus proceeded in her plaint. 

Forfake m« not thus , Adam/ Witnefs Heav'n 
What love fincere, and reverence in my heart 915 
I bear thee, and unweeting have offended, 
Unhappily deceiv'd / Thy, fuppliant 
I beg, and clafp thy knees; bereave me not 
( Whereon I live ! ) thy gentle lo6ks , thy aid , 
Thy counfel, in this uttermoft diftrefs, 910, 

My only ftrength , and ftay ! Forlorn of thee , 
Whither ihall I betake me , where fabfift ? 
While yet we live, (fcarce one foort hour perhaps). 
Between us two let there he peace; both joining 
(As join'd in injuries) one enmity 9x5 

Againft a foe by doom exprefs afEgn'd us, 
JThat cruel fcrpept/ Oa me excrcife not 

Jhy 
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Thy hatred for this mifcry befalfn ; 
On me already loft ! Me, than thy felf 
More miferable/ Both have finn'd; but thou 930 
Againtt God only; I againft God, ind thee: 
And to the place of judgment will return, 
There with my cries importune Heav'n , that all 
The fentence , from thy head remov'd , may light 
On me , fole caufe to thee of all this woe t 93s 
Me, me, only, juft otye<ft of his ire I 

She ended weeping 5 and her lowly plight 
Immoveable, till peace obtained from fault 
Acknowledge, and deplor'd, in Ad am wrought 
Commiferation : foon his heart relented 940 

Towards her, his life fo late, and fole delight, 
Now at his feet fubmiffive in diftrefs* 
Creature fo lair his reconcilement feeking, 
His counfel, (whom (he had difnleas'd) his aid! 
As one difarm'd* his anger all he loft; 9^5 

And thus with peaceful words uprais'd her foon. 

«.- 

Unwary , and too defirous ( as before , 
So now ) of what thou know'lt not , who defir'ft 
The punifoment all on thy felf! Alas/ 
Bear thine own Mt; ill able to fuftain 950 

His full wrath , whofe thou feel'ft as yet leaft part ; 
And my difpleafure bear'ft fo ill . If pray'rs 
Could alter high decrees , I to that place 
Would fpeed before thee , and be louder heard % 
That on rtiy head all might be vifited, 955 

Thy frailty and infirmer fex forgiv'n ; 
To me committed, and by fne expos'd. 
But rife; let us no more contend, nor blame 
Each other ; blam'd enough elfewhere ! But ftri?c 
In offices of love , how we may light 'n 960 

gach other's burthen , irt our (hare of woe : 
Since this day's death denoune'd (if ought I fee) 
Will prove no fudden, but a fiow-pae'd, evil; 

A 
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A long day's dying to augment our pain : 

And to our feed (O kaplcfs feed!) deriv'd. 965 

To whom thut Eve, recov'ring heart, reply 'd. 
Adam, by fad experiment , I know 
How little weight my words with thee can find, 
Found fo erroneous; thence by juft event 
Found fo unfortunate; nevcnhelcfs, 970 

Reltor'd by thee, (vile as I am/) to place 
Of new acceptance , hopeful to regain 
Thy love ( the fole contentment of my heart 
Living or dying ) from thee I will not hide 
What thoughts in my unquiet breaft are ris'n: 97 j 
Tending to fome relief of our extremes, 
Or end , though (harp and fad , yet tolerable 
As in our evils, and of eafier choice, 
If care of our defcent perplex us moft, 
Which mull be born to certain woe, devOur'd 980 
By D e a t h at laft , ^ and miferable it is 
To be to others caufe of mifery ,, 
Our own begotten, and of our loins to bring / 
Into this curled world a woeful race; 
That aTter wretched life mull be at laft 985 

Food for fo foul a rnonfter : ) in thy pow'r 
It lies yet, e're conception, to prevent 
The race unbleft, to being yet unbegot. 
Childlels thou art , childlefs remain : fo Death 
Shall be deceiv'd his glut ; and with us twto '990 
Be fore'd to fatisfy his rav'nous maw . 
But if thou judge it hard and difficult, 
Converting, looking, loving, to abftain 
From love's due rues, nuptial embraces fweet , 
And with defire to languilh without hope, 995 

Before the prefent object languilhing 
With like defire (which would be mifery, 
And torment, Ids than none of what we dread) 
Then , both our felves and feed at once to free 
From what we fear for both, let us make (hort, toco 

Lfc< 
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Let us feck Death: or he not found , fupply 
with our own hands bis office on our felves. 
Why ftand we longer fhivering under fears , 
That (hew no end but death ; and have the pow'r 
Of many ways to die, the Jhorteft chufing, iooj 
Deftrudion with deftruiHon to deftroy? — 

She ended here, or vehement defpair 
Broke off the reft: fo much of death her thoughts 
Had entertain'd, ais dy*d her cheeks with pale. 
But Adam, with fuch counfel nothing fway'd, rbtd 
To better hopes his more attentive mind 
Lab'ring had rais'd; and thus to Eve reply 'd. 

Eve , thy contempt of life, and pleafure, feems 
To argue in thee fomething more fublime, 
And excellent, than what thy mind contemns, ioij 
But felf-deftrudtion therefore fought, refutes 
That excellence thought in thee: and implies, 
Not thy contempt, but anguiih, and reeret 
For loft of life, and pleafure, over-lov*d. * 
Or if thou covet Death, as utmoft end . roio 
Of mifery; fo thinking to evade 
The penalty pronoune'd; doubt not but G o t> 
Hath wifeher arm'd his vengeful ire , than fo 
To be foreftalTd : much more I fear , left Death* 
So fnatch'd , will not exempt us from the pain 101} 
We are by doom to pay. Rather, fuch acb 
Of contumacy will provoke the Higheft, 
To make Death in us live/ Then , let us feek 
Some fafer refolution; which methinks 
I have in view , calling to mind with heed 103a 
Part of our fentence, that n thy feed jball bruife 
., The Serpent's head:,, Piteous amends/ unlefs 
Be meant (whom I conje&ure) our grand foe, 
Satan: who in the Serpent hath contriv'd 
Againft us thk deceit. To cruih his head totf 

Would be revenge indeed, which will be loft 

By 
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By death brought on our felves ; or childlds dayi 
RefolvM, as thou propofcft : fo, our foe 
Shall fcape his puniihment ordain'd; and we 
Inftead (hall double ours upon our heads. 1040 

No more be mentioned then of violence 
Againft our felves ; and wilful barrennefs 
That cuts us off from hope; and favors only 
Rancor, and pride, impatience, and defpite, 
Reludance againft God, and his juft yoke 1045 
Laid on our necks. Remember with what mild 
And gracious temper he both heard , and iudg'd 
Without wrath , or reviling : we expected 
Immediate diflblution , which we thought 
Was meant by Death that day; when lo/ to thee 
Fains only in child-bearing were foretold, 105 1 
And bringing forth ; foon recompensed with joy , 
Fruit of thy womb : on me the curfe aflope 
Glanc'd on the ground; with labor I muft earn 
My bread : what harm ? Idlenefs had been worfe : 
My labor will fuftain me : and left cold , 1056 

Or heat, (hould injure us, his timely care 
Hath , nnbefought , provided ; t and his hands 
CloathM us unworthy; pitying* while he iudg'd. 
How much more, if we pray him, will his ear 1060 
Be open, and his heart to pity incline? 
And teach us further by what means to (bun 
Th' inclement feafons, rain, ice, hail and fnow; 
Which now the sky , with various face , begins 
To (hew us in this mountain ; while the winds 1065 
Blow moid and keen , (battering the graceful locks 
. Of thefe fairfpreading trees; which bids us feek 
Some better fhrowd, forae better warmth, to ckerifh 
Our limbs benumm'd ; e're this diurnal ftar 1069 
Leave cold the night, how we his gathered beams 
Reflected, may with matter fere foment; 
Or, by collifion of two bodies, grind 
The air attrite to fire ; as late the clouds 
Juftlihg, or pufh'd with winds , rude in their (hoc* 

Tine 
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Tine the flant lightning; whofe thwart flame driv'n 
down, io7J 

Kindles the gummy- bark of Fir* and Pine; 
And fends a comfortable heat from far, 
Which might fupply the Sun. Such fire to ufe, 
And what may clfe be temedy, or cure 
To evils, which our own misdeeds have wrought; 
He will inftrutft us praying , and of grace 1081 

Befeeching him . So as we need not fear 
To pafs, commodioufly this life, fuftain'd 
By him with many cprnforts* till we end 
In duft, our final reft, and native home! ioSj 

What better can we do , than to the place 
Repairing where he judg'd us , proftrate fall 
Before him reverent; and there confefs 
Humbly our faults , and pardon beg ; with tears 
Wat'ring the ground, and with our fighs the air 1090 
Frequenting , fent from hearts contrite , in fign 
Of lorrow unfeign'd , and humiliation meek r 
Undoubtedly he will relent, and turn 
From his difpleafure : in whofe look ferene , 
When angry moft he feem'd, and moft fevere^iop5 
What elfe but favor, grace and mercy (hone? 

So fpake our father penitent: nor Eve 
Felt lefs remorfc . They forthwith to the place 
Repairing where he judg'd them , proftrate £eU 
Before him reverent ; and both confefs'd noo 

Humbly their faults ; and pardon begg'd; with tears 
Wat'ring the ground; and with their fighs the air 
Frequenting , fent from hearts contrite ; in fign 
Of forrow unfeign'd, and humiliation meek. 

The end of the tenth Beok. 
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PARADISE LOST. 

BOOK XI. 

The ARGUMENT. 

The Son of God pre fen ts to HisV at he* the prayers 
of our fir ft parents now repenting , and intercedes fir 
them : God accepts tbern, but declares that they muft 
no longer abide in Paradife ; fends Michael with a 
band of Cherubim to difpojfefs them j but fir ft to reveal 
to Adam future things : Michael'; coming down . 
.Adam fbtws to Eve certain ominous figns : hedifcernt 
Michael'; approach ; goes out to meet him : the Angel 
denounom their departure. Eve'; Lamentation. Adam 
pleads , but fubmits: the Angel leads him up to a high 
Bill; and fits before him in vifion what /ball happen 
till the Flood. 

[ HUS they, in lowlieft plight , repentant 
flood 
Praying; for, from the mercy-feat above, 
Prcvcnient grace dcfcending , had re* 
mov'd 

The ftony from their hearts, and made new flefli 
Regenerate grow inftead ; that fighs now breath'd j 
Unutterable , which the fpirit of pray'r 
Infpir'd , and wing'd for Heav'n with fpeedier flight 
Than loudeft oratory, Yet their port 
Not of mean fuitors ; nor important lefs 
SecnVd tbeir petition, than when th* anticnt pair 10 
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In fables old (lefs antient yet than thefe) 
Deucalion, and diafte Pyruha, to reftore 
The race of mankind drown'd, before the (hrine 
Of Thimis ftopd devput. To Heav'n their pray'rs 
Flew up | nor mifs'd the way , b^ envious winds ij 
Blown vagabond , or fruftrate : in they pafs'd 
Dimenfionlefs thro' beav'nly doors; then dad 
With incenfe, where the golden altar fum'd, 
By their great Interccfior, came in fight 
Before the Fathek's throne: them the grad Son 
Prefenting, thus to intercede began. it 

Sec , Fath£r , what flrft fruits on earth are fprung 
From thy implanted 'grace in man ! thefe fighs 
And pray'rs, which in this golden cenfer, mix'd 
With incenfe, I thy Prieft before thee bring: 15 
Fruits of more pleating favor , from thy feed 
Sown with contrition in his heart , than thofe 
Which ( his own hand manuring) all the trees 
Of Pa radifc could have producd, e're fall'n 
From innocence. Now therefore, bend thine ear 30 
To fupplication % hear his fighs though mut£? 
Unskilful with what words to pray , let me 
Interpret for- him % me, his advocate 
And propitiation; all his works on mc f 
Good or not good, ingraft: My merit thofe 35 
Shall perfe&; and for thefe, my death (hall pay. 
Accept me; and in me, from thefe receive 
The fmell of peace tow'rd mankind : let him live 
Before thee reconcil'd , ( at leaft his days 
Numbered) tho' fad; till Death (his doom, which I 
To mitigate thus plead, not to reverfe) 41 

To better life (hall yield him ; where with me 
All my Redeemed may dwell, in joy, and blifs; 
Made one with me , as I with thee am one . 

To whom the Fathek, without cloud, ferene. 4$ 
All t}iy requeft for maa, accepted Son , 

Obtain » 
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Obtain; aH thy requeft was my decree. 

But longer in that Paradife to dwell, 

The law I gave to nature him forbids. 

Thofe pure immortal elements , that know 50 

No grofs, no unharmonious mixture foul, 

Ejeft him , tainted now; and purge him off* 

(As adilfemper) grofs, to air as grofs, 

And mortal food, as may difpofe him belt 

For diffolution wrought by fin * that firft ^ j 

Diftemper'd all things * and of incorrupt, 

Corrupted. I> at firft, with two fair gifts 

Created him endow 'd, with happinefs* 

And immortality: that, fondly loft, 

This other, ferVd but to eternife woe* 6d 

Till I provided Death : fo Death becomes 

His final remedy: and after life 

Try # d in (harp tribulation , and refin'd 

By faith , ahd faithful works , to fecond life , 

( Wak'd ih the renovation of the juft) 6$ 

Hefigns him up, with hcav'n and earth renew'd. 

But let US call to fynod all the Bleft, [hide 

Thro' HftavVs Wide bourids : from them I will not 

My judgments, how with mankind I proceed; 

As now with peccant Angels late they faw, 70 

And ih their ftate, tho' firm, ftood more confirm'd* 

He ended , and the Son gave fignal high 
To the bright Minrfter that watc'hd : he blew 
His trumpet ( heard in Orbb fince * perhaps , 
When Go ft defcended; &, perhaps, once more 7$ 

-To found at general doom. ) Th' Angelic blaft 
Fill'd all the regions : from their blifsful bow'rs 
Of amarahtin (hade, fountain or fpring, 
By the waters of life*, where-e'er they fat 
In fellowlhips of joy , die fons of light 80 

^Hafted , reforting to the fummons high , 
And took their feats: till from his Throhe fupteme 
Tfa'Aknighty thus pronoun^d his fov'reign Will. 
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O Sorts / Jikc one of Us man is become 
To know both good and evil , fince his taftc 8jf 
Of that defended fruit : but let him boaft 
His knowledge of good loft t and evil got: 
Happier/ had it fuffic'd him to have known 
Good kf it felft and evil not at all. 
He forrows now , repents , and prays contrite; 90 
My motions in him : longer than they move, 
fjis heart I know how variable, and vain, 
Self-left . Left therefore his now bolder hand 
Reach alfo of the Tree of Life, and eat, 
And live for ever, (dream at leaft to live 95 

For ever) to remove him I decree. 
And fend him from the garden forth, to till 
The ground whence he was taken; fitter foil. 

Michael, this my bejieft have thou in charge! 
Take to thee from among the Cherubim 100 

Thy choice of flaming warriors* left the Fiend, 
(Or in behalf of man, or to invade ~~ -^ 

Vacant pofleffion,) fome new trouble raife. 
Hafte thee ! and from the Paradife of Go tf^ 
Without remorfe drive out the finful pair; 105 

From ftaHow'd ground th* unholy : and denounce 
To them , and to their progeny , from thence 
Perpetual baniftunent. Yet left they faint, 
At the fad fentence rigoroufly urg'd, 
( For I behold them foften'd , and with, tears i» 
Bewailing their excefs) all terror hide. 
]f patiently thy bidding they obey, 
Difmifs them not difconfolate ; reveal 
To Adam what (hall come in future days, 
As 1 friall thee inlighten: intermix lij 

My cov'nant in the woman's feed renew'd : 
So fend them forth, tho* forrowing, yet in peace. 
And on the eaft-fideof the garden place, 
(Where entrance up from Eden eafieft climbs) 
Cherubic watch; and of a fword the flame no 

Widc- 
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Wide- waving, all approach far off to fright** 

Arid guard all paffage to the Tree of Lire: 

Left raradifc a receptacle prove 

To fpirits foul, and all my trees their prey; 

With whofe ftol'n fruit man once more to delude. 115 

He ceas'd; and th' Arch- Angelic Pow'r prepared 
For fwift defcent: with him the cohort bright 
Of watchful Cherubim : four faces each 
Had, like a double Janus; all their ihape' 
Spangled with eyes, more numerous thanthofe 130 
Of A r g u s , and nwe wakeful than to drouze , 
Charm'd with Arcadian pipe , the paft'ral reed 
Of Hermes, or his opiate rod . Mean-while , 
To Te-falute the worTd with facred light 134 

Leucothea wak'd ; and with frefh dews irobalm'd 
The earth ; when Adam, and firft matron Evi, 
Had ended now their orifons ; and found 
Strength added from above ; new hope to fpring 
Out'of defpair; joy, but with fear yet link'd: 
Which thus to § vi his welcome words renew'd. 140 

Eve, eafily may faith admit, that all 
The good which we enjov, from Heav'n defcends: 
But , that from us ought mould afcend to Heav'n , 
So prevalent, as to concern the mind 
Of Gqd high-bleft, or to incline hs Will, 14$ 
Hard to belief may feem : yet, this will pray'r, 
Or one ftiort figh of human breath , up-born 
Ev'n to the feat of Goo. For fince I fought 
By pray'r th* offended Deity t'appeafe; 
Kneel'd, and before him humbl'd all my heart, 150 
Methought I faw hrm placable, and mild,, 
Bending his ear: perfuafion in me grew 
That I was heard with favor ; peace return'd 
Home to my breaft ; and to my memory 
His promifc,that "thy feed (hall bruife our foe:" i$s 
Which ,' the* not minded in dhmay , yet now 
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Affures me that, the bitternefs of Death 
Is part, and wx fha)l live. Whence, hari to thee/ ' 
E v b rightly catl'd , mother of all mankind , 
Mother of all things living* fince by thee ifa, 

Man is to live; and all thjnjjs live for man/ 

To whom jfaus Ev?, with fad demeanor nlcek : 
III worthy I, fuch title (hould belong 
To me tranfgreffor , who , for thee ordain'd 
A help, became thy (hare: to me reproach 16 f 

Rather. belongs, diitruft , and all difpraifip. 
But infinite in pardon was my Judge, 
That I, who firft brought death on all. am grac'd 
The fource of life : next favourable thou f 
"Who highly thus t'intitle me {vouchfafft: 1*70 

Far other name deferying/ But the field 
To labor calls us, now with fweat impos'd, 
Though after flceplefs night: for fee/ the morn, 
All unconcern'd with our unrcit, begins 
Her rofy progrefs imiling : let us form j ^75 , 

I never from thy fide henceforth to ftray , 
"Where-e'er our days worje lies; though now*cnjoin'4 
Laborious, till day droop ; while here we dwcU, 
What can be t,oilfom in thefe pleafant walks ? 
Here let us live, though m fall'n (late, content! i8q 

So fpake, fo wiftYd much-humbl'd Ev?; (ait Fate 
Subfcrih'd not : Nature firfl g.we figns, iuiprefs'd 
On bird, fccaft, air; air fuddenly eclips'd , 
After fhort blurt} of mom : nigh in her fight , 
The bird of Joyi, ftoop'd from h;s aery tour, 18s 
Two birds of gayeft plume before him drove. 
Down from a hall the beait that reigns in woods 
(Firft hunter thea) perfu'd a gentle brace, 
Goodlieft of all the foreft, hart and hind: 
Direct toTth'eaftern gate was bent their flight, 190 
Adam obferv'd , and with his eye the chafe 
Pcrfuing^not unpov'd, to Etb thus fpake. 
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O E v b ! fome farther change awaits ns nigh , 
Which Hcav'n , by thefe mute figns in nature , ttiewt 
Forerunners of his purpofe : or to warn 195 

Us , haply too fecure , of our difcharge 
From penalty, becaufe from Death released 
Some days: how long, and what till then our life, 
Who knows? Or more than this, that we arc duft; 
And thither muft return and be nd more? too 
Why elfe this double object in our fight, 
Of night perfu'd in th'air, and o'er the ground, 
One way the felf-fame hour? Why in the eaft , 
Darkncft e're day's mid-courfe ? And mornirtg-ttgjit 
More orient in yon weftern cloud , that draws aoj 
O'er the blue firmament a radiant white; 
And flow defcends, with fomething heav'nly fraught ? 

He err*d not; for by this Ac heavenly bands 
Down from a sky of jafper lighted now 
In Paradife, and on a hill made halt: 2101 

A glorious apparition/ had not doubt 
And carnal fear that day dimm'd Adam's eye . 
Not thlf more glorious , when the Angels mpt 
Jacob, in Mahanaim, where he (aw 
The field pavilion'd with his guardians bright: 115 
Nor that , which on the flaming mount appear'4 
In Dqthan, cover'd with a camp of fire , 
Againft the Syrian King; who to furprisee 
One man, affafline like, had levy*d war; 
War unproclaim'd . The Princely Hierarch nc* 

In their bright Hand there left his Pow'rs, tofeife 
Pefleflion of the garden : he alone , * 
To find where Adah fheher'd , took his way; 
Not unperceiv'd of Adam., who to £ys, 
While the great vifitant approach'd, thus fpake. zij 

E v b , bow expeA great tidings , which perhaps 
Of us wili foon determine; or impofe 
New laws to be ebfenr'd: for I defcry, 

R 4 From 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



%64 PARADISE LOST. Boek XI. 
From yonder blazing cloud that veils the hill , 
One of the heav'nly hoft , and by his gait 230 

None of the meaneft : fome great Potentate , 
Or of the Thrones above; fuch majefty 
Inverts him coming ! yet not terrible , 
That I (hould fear, nor fociably mild, 
As Raphael, that I (hould much confide , 135 
But folemn and fublime; whom not t^ offend* 
With reverence I muft meet, and thou retire. 

He ended , and th* Arch- Angel foon drew nigh , 
Not in his ihape coileftial, but as man 
Clad to meet man : over his lucid arms 240 

A military veft of purple flow'd , 
Livelier than Meliboean, or the grain 
Of S aura, worn by Kings and Heroes old 
In time of truce: Iris had dipp'd the wooff: 
His ftarry helm unbuckl'd , fhew'd him prime 145 
In manhood , where youth ended : by his fide 
(As in a glift'ring Zodiac ) hung the fword , 
Satan's dire dread ; and in his hand die fpear . \ 

Adam bow'd low : he , Kingly , from his ttete 
Inclin'd not, but his coming thus declar'd: 150 

Adam* Heav'n's high beheft no preface needs: 
Sufficient that* thy pray'rs are heard, and Death, 
(Then due by fentencc when thou didit tranfgrds) 
Defeated of his feifure , many days 
Giv'n thee of grace , wherein thou may*ft repent, 255 
And one bad a& with many deeds well done 
May 'ft cover: well may then thy Lord, appeas'd, 
Redeem thee quit* from Death's rapacious claim. 
But longer in this Paradife to dwell 
Permits not: to remove thee I am come, 160 

And fend thee from the garden forth, to till 
The ground whence thou waft taken , fitter foil ! 

He 
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He added not ; for Adam at the newt / 
Heatr-ftruck with chilling gripe of forrow flood/ 
That all his fenfes bound ! Eye, who unfccn 16$ 
Yet all had heard, with audible lament 
Difcover'd foon the place of her retire . 

O unexpected ftroke , worfe than of Death ! 
Mud I thus lea? e thee , Paradife ? thus leave 
Thee, native foil, thcfc happy walks and (hades, tyo 
Fit haunt of Gods? where I had hope to lpend t 
Quiet, though fad, the refpit of that day 
That muft be mortal to us both/ O flow'rs, 
That never will in other climate grow; 
My early vifitation, and n»y lad 27 j 

At ev'n , which I bred up with tender hand 
From the fir(i op'ning bud , and gave ye names ! 
Who now (hall rear ye to the Sun , or rank 
Your tribes, and water from rh'ambrofial fount? 
Thee laftly , nuptial bow'r , by me adorn'd 180 

With what to tight or fmell was fweet/ from thee 
How (hall I part , and whither wander down 
lnttp* lower world; to this obfcure, 
And wild ? How fliall we breathe in other air 
Lefs pure, acculiom'd to immortal fruits? *8; 

Whom thus the Angel interrupted mild : 
Lament not, Evh, but patiently rcflgn 
What juftly thou haft loft : nor fet thy heart 
Thus over-fond , on that which is not thine . 
Thy going is not lonely; with thee goes zpy 

Thy husband ; him to follow thou art bound : 
Where he abides, think there thy native foil. 

Adam, by this from the cold fudden damp 
Recovering , and his fcatter'd fpirits return'd , 
To Michael thus his humble words addrefsU 295 
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Qeleftial/ whether among the Thrones , or nam'd 
Of them the higheft ; for fuch of fhape may feem 
Prince 'above Princes / Gently haft thou told 
Thy meflage , which might elfe in telling wound , 
And in performing end us, what befides 300 

Of forrow , and aeje&ion , and defpair , 
Our frailty can fuftain, thy tidings bring, 
Departure from this happy place (our fweet 
Recefs, and only confolatioo left 
Familiar to our eyes/) all places elfe 305 

Inhofpitable appear, and defolate; 
Nor knowing us, nor known . And if by pray'r 
IncefTant, I couW hope to change the will 
Of him who all things can , I would not ceafe 
To weary him with my affiduous cries. 310 

But pray'r againft his abfolute decree 
No more avails , than breath againft the wind ; 
Blown ftifling back on him that breaths it forth : 
Therefore to his great bidding I fubrait. 
This molt affli£s me, that departing hence. 315 
As from his face I ftiall be hid, depriv'd 
His blefled count'nance / Here I could frequents 
With worfhip , place by place , where he vouchfaf d 
Prefence Divine: and to my fonsj-elate; 
„ On this mount he appear'd ; under this tree $iq 
„ Stood vifiblc; among, thefe pines his voice 
„ I heard j here with him at this fountain talk'd.,, 
So many grateful altars I would rear 
Of grafly turf; and pile up every ftone 
Of luftre, from the brook; in memory , 315 

Or monument to ages: and thereon 
Offer fwect-fmelling gums, and fruits, and fiow'rs. 
In yonder nether world where (hall I ktk 
His bright appearances, or foot-ftep trace? 
For though 1 fled him angry , vet recail'd 330 

To life prolong'd , and promis d race » I now 
Gladly behold , though but his utmoty skirts 
Of glory, and far off his ftcps adore. 

To 
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To whom thus Michael with regard benign . 
Ao am l thou know'ft Heav'n his, and all the earth ,- 
Not this rock only . His Omniprcfence fills 336 
Land , Tea , and air , and every kind that lives , 
Fomented by his virtual pow'r, and warm'd. 
All th' earth he gave thee to poflefs, and rule : 
No defpicable gift ! furmife not then . 340 

His prefence to thefe narrow bounds confin'd 
Of Paradife , or E d e n : this had been 
Perhaps thy Capital Seat , from whence had fprcad 
All generations; and had thither come 
From all the ends of th* earth , to celebrate 34$ 
And reverence thee their great progenitor. 
But this pr?e-en^incnee thou hair loft, hrought down 
To dwell on even ground now with thy ions. 
Yet doubt not but in valley , and in plain , 
Gop is as here, and will be found alike 35a 

Prefent , and of his prefence many a fign 
Still following thee, dill compafling thee round 
With goodnefs, and paternal love, his face 
Exprefs, and of his fteps the track divine, 
Whysh that thou may'ft believe, & be conflrm'd 355* 
E're thou from hence depart, know, 1 am fent 
To fhew thee what lhall come in future days 
To thee, and to thy offspring: good with bad 
Expect to hea/, fupernal grace contending 
With finfulnefs of men ; thereby to learn 360 

True patience, and to temper joy, with fear 
And pious forrow, equally inur'd 
By moderation either lhte to bear, 
Profperons or adverfe : fo ftalt thou lead 
Safcft thy life , and beft prepar'd indure 365 

Thy mortal paflage when it comes . Afcend 
This hill. Let Eye (for I have drench'd her eyes) 
Here fleep below , while thou to foreftght wak'it t 
As once thou flept'ft wWft % to life was form'd • . 

* ' To 
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To whom thus Adam gratefully reply'd. 370 
Afcend, I follow thee, fafe Guide/ the path 
Thou lead'ft me ; and to the hand of Heav'n fubmif, 
However chaft'ning : to the evil , turn 
My obvious breaft ; arming to overcome 
By fuffering, and earn reft from labor won : 375 
If fo I may attain 1 — So both afcerni, 
In the vjftons of God. It was a hill, 
Of Paradife the. higheft f from whofe top 
The hemifphere of earth, in cleareft ken, 
Stretch'd out to th'ampleft reach of profpedfc lay. 380 
Not high'r that hill , nor wider looking round , 
Whereon ( for different caufe ) the tempter fet 
Our fecond Adam, in the wildernefs; 
To (hew him all earth's kingdoms, and their glorr. 
His eye might there command wherever flood 38$ 
City, of old or modern feme, the feat 
Of mightieft empire: from the deftin'd walls 
Of Camialu, feat of Cathaian Cham; 
And Samarcand by Oxus, Temir's throne; 
To Pekin, of Sinaak Kings : and thence 390 
To Agra, and Lahoh, of great Mogu L # f» 
Down to the golden Chersonese: or where 
The Persian in Ecbatan fat; or fince 
In Hispahan: or, where the Russian Kzae 
In Moscow; or the Sultan in Bizance; 39$ 
Turchestan- born : nor could his eye not ken 
* Th' empire of Nssus, to his utmeft port 
En coco; and the lefs maritim Kings, 
Mo n baza, and Quito a, and Melind, 
And Sofala ( thought Ophir) to the realm 400 
Of C o n g o , and Angola, fartheft fourh : 
Or thence , from Niger flood to A t l a s mount, 
The Kingdoms of Almansor, Fbz, and Su s , 
Morocco, and Algiers, and Tremisen: 
Or E v r p b thence , Ik where Rome was to fway 
The world: in fpirit perhaps he alfo faw , 406 

Rich 
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Rich Mixico, the feat of Montezume m 
And Cusco in P £ r u , the richer feat 
Of Ataiaupa: and yet unfpoil'd 
Guiana; whofc * great city Gbryon'i fons 410 
Call El Dorado. But to nobler fights , 
Michael from Adam's eyes the nJm remov'd f 
Which that falfe fruit that promis'd dearer fight 
Had bred ; then purg'd with euphraly and rue 
The vifual nerve , for he had much to fee; 415 
And from the well of life three drops inflill'd. 
So deep the pow'r of thefe ingredients piere'd 
(Ev'n to the inmoft feat of mental fight) 
That Adam, now infore'd to clofe his eyes , 
Sunk down, and all his fpirits became intrans'd: 419 
But him the gentle Angel by the hand 
Soon rais'd, and his attention thus rccall'd. 

Adam, now ope thine eyes ; and firft behold 
Th' effeds , which thy original crime hath wrought 
In fome to fpring from thee ; who nercr touch'd 415 
Th' excepted tree; nor with the fnake confpir'd; 
No^finn'd thy fin: yet from that fin derive 
•"Corruption, to bring forth more violent deeds. 

His eyes he open*d, and beheld a field, 
Part arable and tilth , whereon were (heaves 430 
New reap'd: the other part, ftieep- walks add Folds: 
I* th'midft, an altar, as the land-mark* flood, 
Ruftic , of grafly fod : thither anon 
A fweaty reaper from his -tillage brought 
Firft fruits, the green ear, & the yellow fheaf, 43 j 
UncuU'd, as came to hand. A mepherd next, 
More meek , came with the firftlings of his flock, 
Choiceft and bed : then facrificing , laid 
The inwards and their fat , with incenfe ftrew'd , 
On the cleft wood , and all due rites performed . 440 
His QfPring foon propitious fire from hcav'n 
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Confum'd, with nimble glance, and grateful fleam. 
The other's not , for his was bot fincere . 
Whereat he inly rag'd , and as they talk'd , 
Smote hirti into the midrjff with a ftbne , 44J 

That beat out life : he fell , and deadly pale 
Groan'd eut his foul , with guftiing blood efJus'd/ 
Much at the fight was A d a to in his heart 
Difmay'd* and thus in hade to th' Angel cry'd; 

O Teacher ! fome great mifchief hath befall'n 453 
To that meek man, who well had facrifie'd: 
Is piety thus, and pure devotion paid? 

TVhom Michael thus (he alfo m*Vd) reply'di 
Thefe two are brethren , A D a m , and to come 
Out of thy loins : th* unjuft the juft hath flain ; 4j J 
For envy , that his brother's offering found 
From Heav'n acceptance : but the bloody h& 
Will be aveng'd; and th* other's faith approv'd, 
Lofe no reward , though here thou fee him die, 
Rolling in duft and gore. To which our fire. 460 

Alas , both for the deed and for the caufe / 
feut have 1 iiow feen Death? is this the way 
I muft return to native duft? O fight 
Of terror, foul and ugly to behold, 
Horrid to think, how horrible to feel! 465 

To whom thus Michael. D 1 a t h thod haft fectt 
In his firft fhape on man : but many fhapes 
Of Death, and many are the ways that lead 
To his grim cave : all difmal ! yet to fenfe 
More terrible at th* entrance , than within . 47© 

Some (as thoti faw'ft) by violent ftroke ftiall die; 
By fire, flood* famine: by intemperance mpre 
In meats and drinks, which on the earth fhall bring 
Difeafes dire : of whkrfe a monftrous crew 
Before thee fhall appears that thou may 'ft know 47; 

What 
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What raifcry th/in-abftinence of Evt 
Shall bring on men. Immediately a place 
Before his eyes appeared > fad , noifom , dark , 
A laiar-houie it feem'd ; wherein were laid 
Numbers of all difcas'd : all maladies 480 

Of gaftly fpafm , or racking torture , qualmes 
Of heart-fick agony , all feav'rous kinds » 
Convulfions , epilepfies , fierce catarrhs , 
Intcftin ftone* and ulcer, cholic-pangs , 
Daemoniac phrenzy , moaping melancholy, 485 
And moon (truck madnefs, pining atrophy * 
Marafmus, and wide- wafting peftilence, 
Dropfies , and afthma's , and joint*racking rheums.' 
Dire was the toffing I deep the groans / D * s p a 1 a 
Tended the fick bufieft from couch to couch : 499 
And over them triumphant Death his dart 
Shook ; but delay'd to ftrike , though oft invok'd 
With vows, as their chiet good, and final hope. 
Sight fo deform what heart of reck could long l 
Dry-ey'd behold? Adam could not, but wept, 495 
Though not of woman born ; companion quell'd 
His.fcefl: of man , and gave him up to tears 
^nr'ipzcc ; till firmer thoughts reftrain'd excefs , 
And fcarce recovering words his plaint renew'd. 

O miferable mankind! to what fall 509 

Degraded , to what Wretched ftate referv'd ! 
Better end here unborn I Why is life giv'n 
To be thus wraled from us ? rather , why 
Obtruded on us thus? who, if we knew 
What wereccive , would either not accept 50} 

Life offer'd > or foon beg to lay it down; 
Glad to be fo difmift inr peace. Can thus 
Th' image of Gooin man, (created once 
So goodly and ere<fl , though faulty fince ; ) 
To fuch unfightly fufferings be debas'd, $t<$ 

Under inhuman pains? Why fhould not man, 
Retaining ftiH divine fimilitude 
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In part, from fuch deformities be free, 
And for his Maker's Image fake exempt? 

Their Maker's Image, anfwer'd Michael, then 
Forfook them , when themfelves they vilify M 516* 
To ferve ungovern'd appetite: and took 
His image whom they ferv'd, a brutiih vice, 
Indu&ive mainly to the fin of Eve : 
Therefore fo abjeel: is their puniftiment, 510 

Disfiguring not God *s likenefs , but their own : 
Or if his likenefs , by themfelves defae'd, 
While they pervert pure nature's healthful rules 
To loathfome luknefs; worthily , fince they 
God's Image did not reverence in themfelves. 515 

I yield it juft, faid Adam, and fubmit/ 
But is there yet no other way, befides 
Thefe painful paffages, how we may come 
To death , and mix with our connatural dull ? 

There is, faid M ic h a e l, if thou well obfcrve 530 
The rule of not too much; by temperance taught 
In what thou eat'ft and drink'ft ; feeking from thehw 
Due nouriihment, not gluttonous delight: 
Till many years over thy head return, 
So roayft thou live; till like ripe fruit thou drop 535 
Into thy mother's lap; or be with cafe 
Gather'd, not harfhly pluck'd, for death mature. 
This is old age: but then, thou muftflbutlive 
Thy youth, thy ftrength, thy beauty ; which will change 
To wither'd , weak , and gray : thy fenfes then 540 
Obtufe, all tafte of pleafure mud forego, 
To what thou haft; and for the air of youth, 
( Hopeful , and chearful ) in thy blood will reign 
A melancholy damp of cold, and dry, 
To weigh the fpirits down ; and lalt confurac 545 
The balm of life. To whom our anceftor. 

Hco'cc- 
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Henceforth I fly not Death , nor would prolong 
Life much : bent rather , how I may be quit 
FaireftV and cafieft of this cumbrous charge , 
Which I muft keep till my appointed day 550 
Of rendrmg up , and patiently attend 
My diflblution! Michael reply'd. 

Nor love thy life, nor hate: but what thou liv'ft 
Live well: how long, or fliort, permit to Heavn. 
And now prepare thee for another fight. 555 

He look'd , and faw a fpacious plain » whereon 
Were tents of various hue: by fome, were herds 
Of cattle grazing: others, whence the found 
Of inftrumcnts , that made melodious chime, 
Was heard, of Harp, and Organ, and who mov'd 560 
Their flops and chords was feen : his volant touch 
Inftin& through all proportions , low and high 9 
Fled and perfu d tranfverfe the refonant fugue . 
In other part, flood one who at the forge 
Lab' ring . two raaffy clods of iron and brafs 56$ 
Had.'Tvlred ( whether found where cafual fire 
-Had wafted woods on mountain, or in vale, 
Down to the veins of earth , thence gliding hot 
To fome cave's, mouth , or whether wa&Yd by dream 
From under-ground) the liquid ore he drein'd 570 
Into fit molds prepar'd, from which he form'd 
Firft his own tools, then what might elfe be wrought 
Fufil, or wrav'n in metal. After thefe, 
(But on the hither fide) a different fort 
From die high neighboring hills, which was their feat, 
Down to the plain defcended : by their guife 576 
Juft men they feenYd, and all their ftudy bent 
To worfhip God aright , and know his works 
Not hid j nor thofe things laft , which might preferve 
Freedom and peace to men: they on the plain 580 
Long, ha4 not walk'd, when from the tents, behold! 
A bevy of fair women , richly gay 
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In gem* aad "wanton drefs.; totfrharp they fang 

Soft amorous: ditties, and in dance came on: 

The men, jtho* grave, cy'-d them, &let their eyes 585 • 

Rov^ without rein ? till in the amorous net - 

Firft caught, they lik'd, and each his liking chofes 

And now of love they treat,. tilLth'evtang liar 

(Love's harbinger) appear'd: then, all in heat 

They light the. nuptial torch', and bid invoke 590 

H vm en,,, then firft to marriage rites invok'dt 

With feaft and.mufte all the tents. refound. 

Such happy interview, and fair event 

Of love ard youth not loft, fon^t, garlands, flowers, 

And charming fymphonies, attache the heart 595 

Of A d a m , ( foon indin'd t' admit delight , 

The bent of Nature/ ) winch he thus exprcft. 

True opener of mine eyes , prime Angel bleft / 
Much better feems this virion , and more hope 
Of peaceful days portends, than thofe two paft: 600 . 
Thofe were of hate; & death , or pain much worfe; 

Here Nature, feems fulfills in all. her ends . 

•» 

To whom thus Michael* Judge not what isbdT 
By pleafure , though to rfature feeming meet, 
Created, as thou art, to nobler end, 60$ 

Holy and pure, conformity divine/ 
Thofe tents thou faw'ft fo pleafant, were the tents 
Of wickedoefs, wherein (hall dwell his race 
Who flew his brother : ftudious they appear , 
Of arts that polifh life , inventors rare ; 6ia 

Unmindful of their Maker, though his Smuit 
Taught them; but they his gifts acknowledge none. 
Yet they a beauteous offspring mall beget: 
For that fair female troop thou faw'ft, that feem'd 
Of GoddcfTes , .fo blithe , fo fmooth , fo gay, N 61 j 
Yet empty of all good ,. wherein confifts 
Woman's domeiuc honor, and chief praife, 
Bred oijy , and completed \ to the tafte 
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Of luftfM appetence ; tofing, to dance 9 
To drefs, & troule the tongue, & roll the eye: 620 
To thefe, that fober race of men (whofe lives * 
Religious, titled them the fons of God) 

J hall yield up all their virtue , all their fame , 
enobly/ to the' trains, and to the fmiles 
t)f thefe fair Atheifts; and now fwim in J07, 6if 
( E'rc long to fwim at large) and laugh : for which 
The world e're long a world bf tears muft weep/ 

To whom thus A b a m , of fhort joy bereft . 
O pity and fliame ! that they , who to live well 
Enter'd fo fair, ftiould turn afide to tread 6 jo 

Paths indired, or in the mid way faint! 
Btot ftill I fee the tenor of man's woe 
Hold on the fame, from woman to begin. 

Froth man's effeminate flacknefs it begins , 
(Said th' Angel) who (hould better hold his place 
By wifdom, and fuperior gifts receiv'd. 6$6 

But now prepare thee for another fcene* 

He look'd , and faw wide territory fpread 
Before him , towns and rural works between : 
Cities of men 9 with lofty gates and tow'rs; 640 
Concourfcin arms; fierce luces threatning war; 
Giants of mighty bone, and bold emprife/ 
Part wfeld their Arms, part cUrb the foaming fteed: 
Single, or in array of battle rang'd, 
Both Horfe and Foot; nor idly muft'ring flood: 645 
One way t a Band fele& from forage drives 
A herd of beeves * fair oxen , and &r kine , 
From a- fat mdadow-ground ; or fleecy flock, 
Ewes , and their bleating lambs , over the plain ; 
Their booty: fcarce wifh life the (hepherds fly; 650 
But call in aid ; which makes a bloody fray . 
With cruel tournament the fqiiadrons join ! 
Where cattle paftur'4 late , now fatter* d lies 
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With carcaffes, and arms, th' infanguin'd field, 

Defcrted. Others , to a city ftrong 6jj 

Lay fi^gc, incamp'd; by batt'ry, fcale, and mine, 

Affaulting: others, from the wall defend 

With dart, and jav'lin, Hones, and fulph'rous fire: 

On each hand {laughter , and gigantic deeds. 

In other part, the fceptred Heralds call 660 

To council , m the city gates : anon 

Giay-headcd men and grave , with warriors mix'd, 

Affemble, and harangues are heard: but foon, 

In fr&ious opposition: till at laft, 

Of middle age one rifing , eminent 66$ 

In wife deport, fpake much of right and wrong , 

Of iuftice , of religion , truth and peace , 

And judgment from above. Him old and young 

Exploded , and had fciz'd with violent hands ; 

Had not a cloud descending fnatch'd him thence, 670 

Unfeen amid the throng . So violence 

Proceeded , and oppreffion , and fword-law 

Through all the plain , and refuge none was found. 

Adam was all in teat|, and to his Guide 

Lamenting turn'd full lad : O what are thefe /• 675 

Deaths minifter's , not men / who thus deal dSK*^ 

Inhumanly to men, and multiply 

Ten thoufandfold the (in of him who flew 

His brother : for of whom fuch maflacre 

Make they, but of their brethren ; men of men ? 680 

But who was that Juit Man , whom had net Heav'n 

Refcu'd , had in his righteoufnefs been loft? 

To whom thus Michael. Thefe are the produft 
Of thofe ill-mated marriages thou faw'ft; [felvcs 
Where g6od with bad were matched; who of them- 
Abhor to join : and by imprudence mix'd , 686 

Produce prodigious births, of body or mind. 
Such were thefe Giants i men of high reno'wn / 
For in thofe days, might only (hall be admir'd, 
And valor, and heroic virtue, call'd; 690 

To 
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To overcome in battel , and jubdue 
Nations , and bring home fpoils with infinite 
Man-flaughter, (hall be held the higheft pitch 
Of human glory; and for glory done 
Of triumph , to be flyl'd great Conquerors , 6<ft 
Patrons of mankind , Gods , and fons of Gods , 
Deftroyers rightlier call'd , and plagues of men . 
Thus fame (hall be atchiev'd, renown on earth; 
And what mod merits fame, in filcnce hid. 
But he , the feventh from thee , whom thou bchcldft 
The only righteous in a world perverfe, 701 

And therefore hated , therefore !b bcfet 
With foes , for daring fingle to be juft , 
And utter odious truth, that God would come 
To judge them with his Saints: him the Moil High 
( Rap'd in a balmy cloud with winged deeds ) 706 
Did, as thou faw'ft, receive; tq walk with G«d 
High in falvation, and the climes of blifs, * v 
Exempt from death : to (hew thee what reward 
Awaits the good; the reft, what punithment: 710 
Which now direft thine eyes, and foon behold. 

He look*d,&faw the face of things quite chang'd: 
The brazen throat of war had ceasa to roar; 
All now was turn'd to jollity, and game,. 
To luxury and riot, fealt and dance; 715 

Marrying, or proftituting (as befel) 
Rape , or adultery , where paffing Fair 
Ailur'd thqm : thence from cups , to civil broils. 
At length a reverend fire among them came, 
And of their doings great diflikc dcclar'd 9 72,0 

And teflify'd againft their ways: he oft 
FVequented their aflemblies , wberefo met > 
Triumphs, orfeftivals: and to them preach'd 
Converfion , and repentance ; as to fouls 
In prifon, under judgments imminent: 715 

But all in vain / which when he faw , he coas'd 
Contending, and remev'd his tents far off. 

S3 Then, 
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Then , from the mountain hewing timher tall f 
Began to buHd a Veffel of huge bulk; 
Meafttfdby cubits length & breadth & height; 730 
Smear'd round with pitch ; an<J ip. the fide a dooj 
•Contriv'd; and of provifions laid in large, 
For tpan and bcaft : when lo , \ wonder ftrange I 
Of eycry beaft ♦< and hird , and infetf fmaU 
Came fevenfr, & pairs, ,& enter'd in, as taught 739 
Their ordei': laft the fire, and his three fpns 
With their lour \#ives: & G o g ; made faft the door, 
M?an while the fouthwind rofe , & with black wings 
Wide-hovering , all the clouds jegetfoer drove 
From wide* hcav'n y the hills to their fupply 74a 
Vapor - 9 anid ^exhalation dusk and ipoift, 
Sent up amain : and now , the thicken 'd sky 
Like a dark ceiling ftoj&d ; down ruih'd the rain 
Impetuous: and contiqu'-d-till t^e earth 
No more was feen : tbie floating Veffel fwijra 745 
Uplifted; and fecure with beaked prow 
Rode tilting o!er the waves : all dwellings elfe 
Flood overwhelm'd, and them ^ith all tl^eir potapr 
Deep under water roll'd; fca covered fea* * 
Sea without ftpar/ and in their palaces 758" 

Where Juxury late reign'd, fea-monfters whelp'd 
And ftabl^d.: of mankind, (fo numerous late) 
£11 left, in ope fmall bottom fwum imbark'd. 
How didft thou grieve then , A p a m , to behold 
The end of all i by off-fpring , end fa fad , • 755 
Depopulation A Thee another flood , 
Of tears and forrow a flood , thee alfo. drown'd , 
And funk t^iee as thy fons : till gently rear'd 
By th'AngeU on thy feet thou ftood'ft *t laft, 
Tho* comfortle^; as when a father mourns 76a 
His children* all in vie^y ddtroy'd at once: 
And fcarce to th' Angel utter'dft thus thy plaipt. . 

Q vifions ill fbrefeenl Better had I 
tiy'4 ignorant of fmm, fotMhom 
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My part of evil only, each day's lot 76$ 

Enough to bear : thofe now , v that were difpens'd 
The burden of many ages , on mt light 
At once by my foreknowledge ; gaining birth 
Abortive, to torment me e're their being, 
With thought that they.muft be. Let hb man fedc 
Henceforth to be foretold, *hat (hall befal 771 

Him or his children : evil he may be fere : 
Which neither his foreknowing can prevent; 
And he the future *vS fhali no lew 
In apprehenfion , than in fubftance, feel; 77 j 

Grievous to bear ! But that care now is paft , 
Man is not whom to warn : thofe few efcapM , 
Famin, and anguilh, will at hit eonfume, 
Wandring that wat'ry defert. I had hope 
"When violence was ceas'd* and war on earth, 78a 
All would have then gone well ; peace would have 
With length of happy days the race of man. [crown'd 
But I was far deceived ! For now I fee 
Peace to corrupt no lefs, than war to wafte. 
How cothes it thus? Unfold, coeleftial guide 1 785 
And whether here the race of man will end . 

To whom thus Michael Thofc whom kft thou 
In triumph , and luxurious wealth , are they [fow'ft 
Firft feen in ads of prowefs eminent, 
And great exploits ; but of true virtue void : 70a 
Who caving fpil'd much blood , & done muck wane* 
Subduing nations; and atchiev'd thereby 
Fame in the world x high titles , and rich prey ; 
Shall change their coutie to pleafure , eafe and doth % 
Surfeit, and luft; till wantonnefe, and pride, 795; 
Raife out of frtendihip hoftile deeds in peace. 
The conguer'd alfo , and enflav'd by; war , 
Shall, with their freedom loft, all virtue loft, 
And fear, of G o x>; from whom their moty feigtft** 
In (harp conteft of battel found no aid, So* 

Ajjainft invaders: therefore cooF4 ii ifcaiv • 

• S 4 Thence? 
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Thenceforth (hall pradife how to live fecure, 
Worldly, or diflolute; on what their Lords 
Shal leavo them to injoy : ( for th* earth (hall bear 
More than enough* that temperance may be try'd:) 
So all /hall turn degenerate , all deprav'd ; 8c£ 

Juftice and temperance, truth and faith forgot/ 
One man except 9 the only fon of light 
In a dark age, againft example good, 
Againft allurement, cuftom, and a world 810 

Offended, fearlefs of reproach and fcorn, 
Or violence; he of their wicked ways 
Shall them admonifh ; and before them fet 
The paths of righteoufnefs, how much more fafe, 
And full of peace; denouncing wrath to come 815 
On their impenitence; and ftiaH return 
Of them derided. But, of God obferv'd, 
The one juft man alive, by his command 
Shall build a wondrous Ark ( as thou beheldft ) 
To fave himfelf and houfehold , from amidft 8za 
A world devote to univerfal wreck. 
No fboner he , with them of man and beaft • 
Selea for life, (hall in the Ark be lodg'd, « 
And (helter'd round , but all the catara&s 
Of heav'n fet open, on the earth (hall pour 8ij >v n 
Rain , day and night : all fountains of the deep- 
Broke up , (hall heave the ocean to ufurp 
Beyond all bounds, till inundation rife 
Above the higheft hills . Then , (hall this mount 
Of Paradifif, by might of waves, {>e mov'd 830 
Out,of his place , puih'd bv the horned flood , 
With *H his verdure fpoila and tfees adrift 
Down tjie great river to the opening gulf t 
And there take root', an ifland fait and bare , 
The haunt of Seals, 8c Ores, & Sea-mews* clang; 835 
To teach thee that G o ©attributes to place 
|SIo fan&ty , if none be thither brought 
By men who there frequent, or therein dwell. 
And now what furttxer (hall enfuc, behold. 

He 
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He look'd, & faw the Ark hull on the flood , 840 
Which now abated : for the clouds were fled , 
Driv'n by a koeo north wind, that, blowing dry, 
Wrinkled the face of deluge, as dccay'd; 
And the clear Sun on his wide watry giafs 
Ga*'d hot , and of the frefti wave largely drew , 845 
Ai after thirft : which made their flowing ftirink 
From ftanding lake , to tripping ebb , that Hole 
With foft foot tow'rds the deep , who now had ftop'd 
His fluices , as the heav'n his windows (hut . 
The Ark no more now floats, but feems on ground, 
Faft on the top of fome high mountain fix'd . 851 
And now the tops of hills , as rocks , appear ; 
With clamor thence the rapid currents drive , 
Tow'rds the retreating fea , their furious tide. 
Forthwith from out the Ark a raven flics, 8$$ 

And after him (the furer meflenger) 
A dove, fent forth once and again, to fpy 
Green tree , or ground , whereon his foot may light : 
The fecond time returning , in his bill 
An olive-leaf he brings, pacific fign/ 866 

Anon.dry ground appears, and from his Aik 
The antient fire defcehds , with all his train : 
Then with uplifted hands, and eyes devout, 
Grateful to Heav'n , over his head beholds 
A dewy cloud, and in the cloud a bow 8<j$ 

Confpicuous , with three lifted colors gay , 
Betot'ning peace from God; and cov'nant new: 
Whereat the heart of Ada m, erft fo (ad, 
Greatly rejoyc'd, and thus his joy broke forth. 

O thou who future things canft reprefent 870 

As prefcnt, heav'nly inftrudor! I revive 
At this laft fight , aflur'd that man ihall live 
With all the creatures , and their feed preferve* 
Far lefs I now lament for one whole world 
Of wicked fons deftroy'd , than I rejoyce 875 

For one man found fo perfect, and fo juft, 

S S Tfc* 
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< That Gop vouchfafes to raife another world 
From him , and .all his anger to forget . 
But fey, what mean thofe colored ftreaks in heav'n, 
Diftcndcd , as the brour of Gon appeas'd * 88q 

Or ferve they , as a flow'ry yerge , to bind 

;The fluid skirts of that fame wat'ry cloud. 
Left it again diflblve, and (howV the earth? 

To whom th f Arch-Angel. Dextroufly thou aito'ft; 
So willingly doth God remit his ire, 88$ 

Though late , repenting him pf man deprav-d ; 
'Griev'd at his heart, when looking down he faw 
The whole earth fill'd with violence; and all fleih 
Corrupting each their way: yet, thofe remov'd, 
Such grace (hall one juft man find in his fight , 890 
*That he relents, not to blot out mankind; 
And makes a covenant never to deftroy 
The earth agayi by flood; nor let the fea 
Surpafs his bounds ; nor rain to drown the world t ' 
With man therein , or beaft : but when he brings 895 
Over the earth a cloud, will therein fet 
His triptercolor'd bow , whereon to look , * 
And call to mind his cov'nant: day, and night, 
k Seed-time , and haryeft , heat , and hoary froft 
Shall hold their courfe ; till fire purge all things new, 
JJoth heav'n & earth, wherein the juft ft\all dwell. 901 

♦ 
* Jht tnd of th* dwmh $*>* . 
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PARADISE LOST- 

HOOK XII. 



The ARGUMENT. 

%he Angel Michael continues from the flood to relate what 
Jball fucceei ; then » in the mention of Abraham, comes 
by degree's to explain , who that Seed of she Woman 
qjball be, which was promifed Adam c* Eve m the fait ; 
His in carnation , Death , Refurreciion t ejr Afcenfton ; 
the ftate of the Church till his fecond coping. Adamf, 
greatly fatisfied and recomforttd by theft relations and 
promifes, defcends the bill wbb Michafcl ; wakens E?e, 
who alt this while bad fief U hut with gently dreams 
compos d to ametnefs of mind and fubmifften. Michatl 
in either hand leads them out of Paradife , the fay 
fyjord waving behind them , and the Cherubim f*tag 
their ftations to guard the place . 

[S one who in his journey bates at noon, x 
* Tho' bent on fpced : fo here tlV Arch- 
Angel paus'd, 
Betwixt the world deftroy'd , and world 
teflor'd , 

If Adam ought perhaps might inrerpofe : 
Then , with tranlition fwect , new fpeech refumes. 5 

Thus thou haft fcen one world hegin, and end^ 
And man as from a fecond ftock proceed. 
iMuch thou haft yet to fee ; hut I perceive 
Thy mortal light to rail: obje$s divine 
Muft needs impair, and weary human ienfe. xo 

Hence- 
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Henceforth «what is to come I will relate , 
Thou therefore give due audience 9 and attend. 

This fecond fource of men , while yet but few , 
And while the dread of judgment pad remains 
Frem in their minds, fearing the Deity, if 

With fome regard to what is juft and right 
Shall lead their lives, and multiply apace; 
Lab'ring the foil , and reaping plenteous crop , 
Corn, wine, and oil:, and from the herd, or flock, 
Oft facrificing bullock, lamb, or kid, 10 

With large wine-ofFcrings pour*d , and facred feaft, 
Shall fpend their days in joy unblam'd ; and dwell 
Long time in peace, by families, and tribes. 
Under paternal rule: till one (hall rife 4 

Of proud ambitious heart; who (not contest i$ 
With fair equality , fraternal ftate ; ) 
Will arrogate dominion undeferv'd, 
Over his brethren, and quite difpoflefs 
Concord , and law of nature from the earth ; 
Hunting (and men, not beads, mail be his game) 30 
With war , and hoftile fnare , fuch as refute * 
Subje&ion to his empire tyrannous. 
A mighty hunter thence he (hall be ftyl'd 
Before the Lord; as in defpitc of Heav'n , 
Or from Heav'n, claiming fecond fov'reignty: 35 
And from rebellion (hall derive his name, 
Though of rebellion others he accufe . 
He with a crew , ( whom like ambition joins 
With him , ot under him to tyrannize ) 
Marching from Eden tow'rds the welt, (hall find 40 
The plain. , wherein a black bituminous gurge 
Boils out from under ground, the mouth of hell. 
O/ brick, and of that fluff, they caft to build 
A city, and tow*r, whofe top may reach to heav'n; 
And get themfclves a name : left far difperft 45 

In foreign lands, their memory be loft; # 

ftegardlefi whether good or evil faigc. 

But 
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But G o d ( who oft defcends to vifit men 
Unfeen , and through their habitations walk* 
To mark their doings ) them beholding foon , 50 
Comes down to fee their city , e'rc the tow'r 
Obftrud heav'n - tow'rs ; and in deriffon fets 
Upon their tongues a various fpirit, to rafe 

?uite out their native language: and inftead, 
o fow a jangling noife at words unknown. 5J 
Forthwith a hideous gabble rifes loud, 
x Among.the builders: each to other calls 
x Not underftood; till hoarfe, and all in rage, 
As mock'd they ftorm : great laughter was in Heav'n , 
And looking down , to fee the hubbub ftrange , 60 
And hear the din : thus was the building left 
Ridiculous; and the work Confufion nam'd. 

Whereto thus Adam, fatherly difpleas'd. 
O execrahle fon / fo to afpire 
Above his brethren ; to himfclf afluming 6j 

Authority ufurp'd, from God notgiv'n. 
He gave us only over beaft , fifli, fowl 
Dominion abfolute; that right we hold 
By his donation: but man over men 
He made not Lord : fuch title to himfelf 70 

Referring, human left from human free. 
But this ufurpcr his encroachment proud 
Stays not on man: to God his tow'r intends 
Siege, and defiance. Wretched man! what food 
Will he convey up thither to Main 75 

Himfelf, and his rafh army; where thin air 
Above the clouds will pine his entrails grofs; 
And famifh him of breath , if not of bread ? 

To whom thus Michail. Juftly thou abhorr'ft 
That fon , who on the quiet ftate of men 80 

Such trouble brought , affe&ing to fubdue. 
Rational liberty: yet know withal, 
Since by original lapfe , true liberty 

Is 
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Is loft , which always with right reafon dwells 
Twin'd j and from her hath no dividual being: 8j 
Iteafon in man obfeur'd, of not obey'd , 
Immediately inordinate defires* 
And upftart pafiion.s , catch the government 
From reafon; and to fervitude reduce 
Man , till then free * Therefore , fihee he permits 90 
Within himfelf unworthy pow'rs to reign f 
Over free reafon; Gob in judgment juft 
Subjects it from without to violent Lords : 
Who oft' as undefervedly ihthral 
His outward freedom . Tyranny muftl>e 5 $1$ 

Though to the tyrant tnereby no excufe. 
Yet fometimes nations will decline fo loW 
From virtue ( which is reafon ) that no wrong , 
But juftice , and fome- fatal curfe annex'd , 
Deprives them Of their outward liberty J icO 

Their inward loft: witnefs th' irreverent fon 
Of him Who built the Ark ; who for the (hame 
Done to his father, heard his heavy curfe, 
„ Servant of Servants , on his vitious race . 
Thus will this latter * as the former world, • 105 
Still tend from bad to worle ; till God at laft 
Wearied with their iniquities, withdraw 
His prefence from among them , and avert 
His holy eyes; revolving from thenceforth 
To leave them to their own polluted ways : wo 
And one peculiar nation to felect 
From all the reft , of whom to be invok'd : 
A nation from one faithful man to fpring: 
Him , oh this" fide EuphIiates yet refiding , 
Bred up in idol-worlhip . O that men itf 

( Canft thou believe ? ) ihould be fo ftupid grown , 
While yet the Patriarch liv'd, who fcap'd the flood, 
As to forfake the living God, and .fall 
To worihip their own work in wood, and ftone, 
For Gods ! Yet him God the Molt High vouchfafes 
To call by vifion, from his father's houfe, 11 r 

His 
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His kindred , and falfe Gods * into a land 
Which he will (hew him: and from him wittraife 
A mighty nation ; and upon him (how'r 
His benediction fo, that in his feed v m , 

All nations fl?*H be bled: he ftraight obeys** 
Not knowing ttf what land ♦ yet fir,m believes * 
I fee him , (but thou canft not) with what faith 
He leaves his Gads, his friends » and native foil 
U k of C h ax » a a , pafling ndw the ford 130 

To H a e a n : after him a cumbrous train 
Of herds, and flocks, and numerous fervitude: 
Not wandring poor , but trading all his wealth 
With God, who call'd him, in a land unknown.' 
Canaan he now attains ; I fee his tents 135 

Pitch'd about Sicken, and the neighboring plain. 
Of Mokeh. There by promifc he receives 
Gift to his progeny of all that land; 
From H a m a t h northward , to the Defert fouth; 
(Things by their names I call, tho* yet unnam'd) 14* 
From Hermon eaft , to the great weftern fea ; 
Mount H s r m on !' yonder fea ! ( each place behold 
In profptd, as I point them) on the fhore 
Mount Cah-m ex; here the douWcfoimted ftream, 
Jordan, true limit caftward : but his fons 145 
Shall dwell to S e n i k f that long ridge of hills / 
This ponder, that all nations of the earth 
Shall in his feed be blefled: by that feed 
Is meant thy Great Deliverer, who (hall bruife 
The ferpent's head ; whereof to thee anon 150 

Plainlier (hall be reveal'd; This Patriarch Weft, 
(Wbom faithfvlAbraham doc time fhall call) 
A ifon , and of his fon , a grand-child leaves; 
Likp him in faith, in wifdom, and renown. 
The grand-child with twelve fons increas'd, departs 
From Canaan, to a land hereafter call'd 156 

^.gypt, divided by the River N 1 1 b : 
See wheje it flows , disgorging at feven mouths 
Into the fea/ To foiourn in. that land 

He 
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He comes, invited by a younger fon 160 

In time of dearth ; a fon , whofe worthy deeds 
Raife him to be the fecond in that realm 
Of P h a r Ap h : there he dies , and leaves his race 
Growing into a nation : and now grown 9 
Sufpe&ed to a fequent King, who fecks 16$ 

To flop their over-growth , as in-mate guefts 
Too numerous : whence of guefts he makes them flaves 
Inhofpitably ; and kills their infant males : 
Till by two brethren ( thofe two brethren call 
Moses, and Aaron) fent from God to claim 
His people from inthralment, they return 171 

With glory > and fpoil, back to their prorais'd land. 
But firft the lawlefs tyranf , (who denies 
To know their God , or meflage to regard) 
Muft. be compelled by figns and judgments dire : 17$ 
To blood unihed, the rivers muft be turn'd; 
Frogs, lice, and flies, muft all his palace fill 
With loath'd intrusion , and fill all the land : 
His cattle muft of rot and murram die; 
Botches and blains muft all his fleih imbofs , 180 

And all his people : thunder mix'd with hail , • 
Hail mix'd with fire, muft rend tWJE 6tptun sky, 
And wheel on th* earth, devouring where it rolls; 
What it devours not , herb, or fruit , or grain , 
A darkfom cloud of locufts fvvarming down t8$ 
Muft eat , and on the ground leave nothing green: 
Darknefs muft overfhadow all his bounds, 
Palpable darknefs/ and blot out three days: 
Laft, with one midnight-ftroke, ail the firft-bora 
Of /Egypt muft lye dead. Thus with ten wounds 
The river dragon tarn/d at length , fubmits 1 91 

To let his fojournors depart; and oft 
Humbles his ftubborn heart; but ft ill as ice 
More harden'd after thaw: till in his rage 
Perfuing whom he late difmifs'd, the fca 195 

Swallows him with his hoft; but them lets pafs 
(As on dry land) between two chryftal walls; 

Aw'd 
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Aw'd by the rod of Moses fo to ftand 

Divided, til) his refcu'd gain their (hore: 

Such wondrous pow'r God to his Saint will lend, 

Though prcfent in his Angel , who (hall go 20X 

Before them in a cloud , and pillar of fire , 

Bj day a cloucl, by night a pillar of fire; 

To guide them in their journey , and remore 

Behind them , while th' obdurate King perfues . 205 

All night he will perfue , but his approach 

Dai knefs defends between, till morning watch: 

Then through the fiery pillar, and the cloud , 

God looking forth will trouble all his hoft , 

And craze their chariot- wheels : when , by command, 

Moses once more his potent rod extends 21 x 

Over the fea, the fea his rod obeys: 

0% their imbatti'd ranks the waves return, 

And overwhelm their war! The race elcdk, 

Safe, towards Canaan from the (hore advance 2X$ 

Through the wild defert; not the readied way; 

Left cntring on the Canaanite *larm'd t 

War terrify them in-expert , and fear 

Return them back to JEg ypt, chufing raiher 

Inglorious life with fervitu4e: (for life, 210 

T<r noble and ignoble, is more fweet 

Uritrain'd in arms, where rafhnefs leads not oa.) 

This alfo (hall they gain *by their delay 

In the wide wildernefs: there they (hall found 

Tkeir government , and their great fenatc chufe n j 

Thro* the twelve Tribes, to rule by laws ordain'd. 

God from the Mount of S 1 n a.i , ( whofe gray top 

Shall tremble, he defending , ) will htrofelf 

In thunder, lightning, and loud trumpets found 

Ordain them laws : part , fuch as appertain 13* 

To civil juftice: part, religious rites 

Of facrifice: informing them by types, 

And ihadows, of that deftin'd iced to bruife 

The ferpent , by what ttoeans he (hall atchieve 

Mankind's deliverance. But the voice of God 235 

To mortal ear is dreadful! They befeech _ 

T That 
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That Moseji qu'gkt *CP9# tq them his wJH, 

And terror ccafe.: He grants w'ljpt th^y bf fought; 

Inftruft^J dpaVto, £od is noj apceis, " ."" 

Without ^e&atoi; , wh^le high office* i^ow 140 

Moses in ijguwj bea*** tft intrp^uc^ 

One greater , (tf wh'ofc &*' ne (hall Ipr^td , 

And all th$. pfophexs in their age the. tunes 

Of Great ty $s,sii> $ (hall fog. Ttyus laws an<J rites 

EftabliftYdi fuck 4*ti$M W"- God in men . 145 

Obedient to, his wifl, mat ne vouchfafes 

Among thrift to fi^t up liis Tabernacle': 

The Holy Qn$ with mprtsuV men to d,welf;. 

By. hi* pseibnps a San^iujary is $a#}.'d 

Of c^dar , ovejjljud vyjth gold ,' therein, zjo 

An Ark, ana m~tqe Arl^ his Teftjiraonjr, 

The records, q£tyis Cov'napjt: over thefe 

A mercy-feat $ gold , betw Wj. the wings 

0£ t|wo hijSght Cljiejubim : beforjc kirn l?um 

Seven la^s , as ia a zodiac reprcfehting 245 

The heav'ql^ ?ps: over die! tent a cloud 

Shall reft by day.» a fiery gleajn by* night, 

Save when tboy, journey: an4 aj length they come 9 

Cvpducled by his Angel to the,' land 

Promis'd to A suh ** apd his feed — The reft 

Were lopg t^ tell , how many, battles fought , 161 

How 'many Kipgs deftroy'd , and Ipngdoms won, 

Or how {he Sun flwll in mid-keay'n fund fiill 

Adaj entire-, a^d sight's due CQurfe, adjourn* 

Man's voice commanding,,'-' Sun in Gibson fta#d, 

" . An4 thou Moop in tfie vale of A;uo.k, ^6(5 

" Till" I sii, a,$i overcome ;."' lb ouL'tjhe third 

From As.iv a *> 14, fon of Isaac; and from him 

Hit whole 4£fcent, w i° thus (hall Canaan win. 

Here Adam interpos'd . O fent from Heav'n , 
Inlightner of my darknefs / gracious things \(fl 

Thou haft reveal'd; thofe chiefly , which concern 
Juft Abraham, and his feed: now firft 1 find 
Mine eyes true opning, an4 n*y Ijcajt much eas'd ; 
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E'er- while pcrplcx'd with thought, what would become 

Of me and all mankind : but now I fee 176 

His day., ,in whom all nations (hall be bleft : 

Favor Unmerited by me, who fought 

Forbidden knowledge by forbidden means. 

This yet I apprehend not , why to. thofe 1,8a 

Among whom G op will deign to dwell on earth , 

Sp many , and (6 various laws are giv'n: 

So many laws argue (o many fins 

Among (hem : how can God- with fuch rcfide? 

To whom thus Michael. Doubt not but that (in 

*Will reign among them , as of thee.begot : 186" 

And therefore was law giv'n them to evince 
Their natural pravity f by Sirring up 
Sin ^gainft law to fi^ht : that when they fee 
Law can.difcover fin, but not remove %po 

( Save by thofe ihadowy expiations weak , 

'The blood of bulls and goats ) they may conclude 
Some bjpod more precious muft be paid for man j 
Juft for unjuft: that in fuch righteoufnefs 
To tfiem by faith imputed , they may find 195 

Jujtification towards God, and peace 

-Of confcicpce ; which the law by ceremonies 

Cannot ap'peafe ; nor man' the moral part 

Perform : and not performing, cannot live. 

So law appears imperfeft; and but giv'n 300 

With purpofe to refign them, in full time, 

Up to a better cov'nant ; difciplin'd 

From fliaJowy types to truth; from flefh to fpim't; 

From impofition of (trie! laws, to free 

Acceptance of large grace; from fervil fear 30J 

To jfiljal; .works of law, to works of faith. 

And therefore fhall not Moses ( though of God 

Highly belovM,) being but the Minitler 

Or Law , his people into Canaan lead; 

But Joshua: whom the Gentiles Jesus call ; 310 

"His name and office bearing, who Inall quell 
The adverfary ferpent > and bring back 

T x through 
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Through the world's wildcrnefs long-wandcfd man , 
Safe to eternal Paradife of reft,) 314 

Mean while they, in their earthly Canaan plac'd. 
Long time fhalj dwell and profoer : but when fins 
National'interrupt their publick peace, 
Yrovoking God to raife them enemies, 
>From whom as oft he faves them penitent; 
By Judges firft , then under Kings : of whom 310 
The fecond, (both for piety renown'd, 
And puiffant deeds) a promife (hall receive 
Irrevocable, that his regal throne 
For ever (hall indurc; the like (hall fing 
All prophecy, that of the royal, flock 31J 

Of D avi d (fo I name this King) (hall rife 
A Son, the woman ! s feed to thee foretold ; 
Foretold to Abraham; asiji whom (hall truft 
All nations ; and to Kings foretold , of Kings 
The laft ; for of his reign (hall be no end. 330 

But firft a long fucceffion muft enfue : 
And his next (on , for wealth and wifdom fam'd, 
The clouded Ark of God, till then in tents 
Wand*rin& , (hall in a glbrious Temple inftmne. 
Such follow him , as mall be regifter'd 33$ 

Part good, part bad; of bad the longer fcrowl: 
Whofe foul idolatries, and other faults 
Heap'd to the popular fum , will fo incenfe 
'Gop, as to leave them , and expofc their land , 
Their city , his Temple , and his holy Ark , 340 
With all his facred things , a fcorn and prey 
To that proud city , whofe high walls thou faw'ft 
, Left in .confufion ; Babylon thence call'd . 
There in captivity he lets them dwell 
The (^ace.of feventy yeais: then brings them back; 
Kernembring mercy, and hi? cov'nant fworn 34* 
To David, ftahtyih'd as the days of heav'n . 
Return d from B a * r 1 o tf , by leave of Kings 
Their Lords, whom God difpos'd, the Houfe of G » 
They firft re-edify : and for a while 350 

/hi mean cftate live moderate: till growu 

h 
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In wealth and multitude, factious they grow. 

But firft, among the priefts diflention fpringsj 

Men who attend the altar , and (hould rnoft 

Endeavour peace: their ftrife pollution brings j$$ 

Upon the Temple it felf : at laft they feife 

The fceptre, and regard not David's fans; 

Then lofe it to a ftranger, that the true 

Anointed King Messiah might be born 

Barr'd of his right : yet at his birth a ftar , 36a 

Unfeen before in heav'n, proclaims him come; 

And guides the caftern Sages , who inquire 

His place, to ofier incenfe, myrrh and gold: 

His place of birth a folemn Angel tells 

To Ample (hepherds keeping watch by night: 36$ 

They gladly thither hafte ; and by a choir 

Of fquadron'd A b gels hear his carol fung. .. 

A Virgin is his Mother, but his Sire 

The Pow'r of the Moft High/ He (hail afcend 

The throne hereditary, and, bound his reign 37a 

With earth's wide bounds, his glory with theheav'nsl 

• 
He ceas'd, difcerning Adam with fuch joy 
Surcharged, as had, like grief, been dew 'd in. ten rs 
Without the vent of words; which thefe he breath'd^ 

O prophet of glad tidings .{ Snifter 375 

Of utmoft hope/ now clear I underftand, 
What oft my fteadieft thoughts have fearch'd in vain:. 
Why our great expectation (hould becall'd, 
The feed of woman : Virgin Mother , hail ! 
High in the love of Heav'n / Yet from my loins 38a 
Thou (halt proceed, and from thy womhthe Son 
Of God Moft High; fo Gon with Man unites. 
Needs muft the ferpent pow his capital bruife 
Expe& with mortal pain: fay, where and when 384 
Their fight, what ftroke (hall bruife the vigor's heel? 

To whom thus Michael. Dream not of their fight, 
As «f a duel, or the local wounds 

T 3 Of 
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Of head 6'f Keel : not therefore joins the Sow 
Manhood toGop-HiAD, with more firength to fofr 
Thy enemy: nor fo is overcome 390 

SXt AN;Whofe h\\ fromHeav'n (a deadlier bruifc/} 
♦Difabled not to give thee thy death's wound , 
Which he, who coYnes thy Saviour, (hall re-cure, 
Not by deftroying Satan, but his works', 
In fhee and in thy feed , Nor can tftfs be ,• . 39$ 
But by fulfilling (thit Which' thou dFdfl: want) 
Obedience t6 the la> of God, frnpos'd 
On penalty of death , and flittering death , 
The penalty t6 thy trarifgreffiott due ; 
And clue to theirs which out of thfne will grow: 400 
So only dm high Juftice reft appaid . 
The law of Gob cxacT he (hall fulfil, 
Both by obedience and by love ; though love 
Aloqe fulfil the law : thy punimment 
He mall indure, by cotting in the flclh 40 j 

To a reproachful life, and enrfed death: 
Proclaiming Hfe to all who mill believe 
In his redemption; and that his obedience « 
Imputed, becomes theirs by fa'ith; his Merit* 

?'o fave them , not their own (tho* legal) works. 
or this he mall hve hated, be blafphenr'd 4U 

SeiVd on by force, judg'd, & to death condemn^, 
A mameful and accurit 7 nail'd to ihe crofs 
By his own nation ; flam for bringing life. 
But to thf crofs he nails thy enemies, 415 

The law that is againft thee , and the fins 
Of all mankind, with him there crucify "d,; 
Never to hurt them more , Who rightly truft 
In this his fatisfaclion. So he dies, 
But foon revives; death over him no pow'r 4*° 
Shall long ufurp ; e're the third dawning light 
Return , the (tars of morn mall fee him rife 
Out of his grave, frefti as the dawning light 4 
The ranfom paid, which man from death redeems* 
His death for man , as many as offer'd life 4*S 

Negleft not, and the benttt embrace 
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By faith, not vdid of Works. This God-lite a«ft 
Annuls thy doom, the death thou (houldft htfve dy'dy 
In fin for ever loft from life: this acT> 
Shall bruife the htead of S a t a n , cruih his ftrengtb, 
Defeating Sin and Death , hfc two rtvain arms: 431 
And fix far deeper in his head th.eir ttings, 
Than temporal death (hall bruife the victor's heel, 
Or theirs whottt he redeems; a death-like flecp; 
A gentle wafting to immortal life/ 43 £ 

Nor after Refurre&ion fhall he ftay 
Longer on earth, than certain times i* appear 
To his Difcfples; Men who in his life 
Still fottoVd hrm : to them fhall leave in chargo 
To teach all nations what of him rhey learn'd, 440* 
And his Salvation ; them who lhali believe 
Baptising in the profluent ftrcam , the fijjri 
Of wafhing them from guilt of fin , tQ life 
Pure, and in mind prepar'd (if fo befal) 
For death, like that which the Redeemer dy'd. 44 j 
All Nattons they lhaH teach : for from that day , 
Not only to the fons of Abhaha m 's loins 
Salvation /hall be preach'd ; but to the fon9 
Gf Abraham's frith; where-ever thro' the wofTd i 
So in h;s feed/ ail nations fhall be blcft. 453 

Then tQ rhe Heav'n of heav'ns lhall he Jfccnd 
Witb vidory, triumphing through the air 
Over his foes and thine ; there ihall furprife 
The ferpent , Prince of air , and drag in chains 
Thro' all his realm, and there confounded leave: 4jf 
Then enter into glory, and refume 
His feat at God s right hand, exalted high 
Above all names in Heav'n: and thence (hall come* 
When the world's diflolution (hill be ripe, 
With glory, & pow'r, to judge both quick & deads 
To judge th' unfaithful dead , but to reward 461 
His faithful, and receive them into blifsj 
Whether in heav'n or earth : for then the earth 
Shall all be Paradife, for happier place 
Than this of E p e n , and far happier day*t 461 

T 4 S° 
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So fpake tb* Arch- Angel Michael, then paus'd, 
As at the world's great period; and our fire, 
Replete with joy and wonder, thus reply 'd. 

O goodnefs infinite! goodnefs immenfe! 
That all this gctod of evil ihall produce, 470 

And evil turn to good! more wonderful 
Than that which by creation firft brought forth 
Light out of daiknefs/ Full of doubt I (land, 
Whether I (hould repent me now of fin , 
By me done, and occafion'd; or rejoice 475 

Much more, that much more good thereof (hall fpring : 
To God more glory , more good- will to Men 
From God, and over wrath grace ihall ahound. 
But fay , if our Deliverer up to Heav'n 
Muft re afcend , what will betide the few 480 

His Faithful , left among th' unfaithful herd , 
The enemies of truth ? Whq then Ihall guide 
His people, who defend? will they not deal 
Worfe with his followers , than with him they dealt ) 

Be furc they will, faid th* Angel; but fromtfeav'n 
He to his own a Comforter will fend , 486 
The Promife of the F a t h e r : Who (hall dwell 
Hii Spirit within them; and the law of faith 
Working thro* love, upon their hearts (hall write, 
To guide them in all truth ; and alfo arm 490^ 

With fpiritual armor , able to refill 
Satan's a (faults, and quench his fiery darts; 
What man can do againft them , not afraid , 
Though to the death ; againft fuch cruelties 
With inward confolations recompens'dj 495 

And oft fuppprted fo as (hall amaze 
Their proudeft Perfecutors : for the Spirit 
(Pour'd firft on his Apoftles, whom he fends 
T' evangelise the Nations ; then • on all 
Baptifc'd,) (hall them with wond'rous gifts indue » 
To fpeak all tongues, and do all miracles, 501 
As did their Lord. before them. Thus they vein 

% t . Great 



Book XII. PARADISE LOST. ijf 

Great numbers of each nation , to receive 
With joy the tidings brought from Heav'n : at le&gtk 
Their Miniftry performed , and race well run , 505 
Their dodtrine , and their ftory written left, 
They die. But in their room , a$ they forewarn, 
Wolves (hall fucceed for Teachers, grievous wolre*t 
Who all the facred "myfterics of Heav'n, 
To their own vile advantages (hall turn, 510 

Of lucre, and ambition; and the truth 
With fuperftitions , and traditions taint, 
Left only in thofe written records pure; 
Though not but by the Spirit undcrftood. 
Then (hall theyfeek t* avail themfelves of names, 515 
Places , and titles \ and with thefe to join 
Secular pow'r , though feigning ftill to aft 
By fpiritual: to themfelves appropriating 
The Spirit of God, promis'd alike and gtv'n 
To aH Believers : and from that pretenfe 520 

Spiritual laws by carnal pow'r (hall force 
On every confeience ; laws which none (hall find 
Left them inroll'd ; or what the Spirit within 
Shall on the heart ingrave . What will they then 
But force the Spirit of Grace it felf , and bind 
His confort liberty? what, but unbuild 516 

'His living temples, built by faith to Hand, 
Their. own faith , not another's? (for on earth, 
Who againft faith, and confeience, can be heard 
Infallible?) Yet many will prefwme: 530 

Whence heavy perfecution (hall arife 
On all, who in the worfhip perfevere 
Of fpirir, and truth : the reft (far greater part) 
Will deem in outward rites, and fpecious forms, 
Religion fatisfy'd ; troth (hall retire 5 j$ 

Beftuck with flandrous <}arts * and Works of faith 
# Rarely be found. So (hall the world go on , 
To good malignant, to bad men benign; 
Under her own weight groaning; till the day 
Appear of refpiration to the juft , $40 

And vengeance to the wicked : at return 

or 
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Of H t nt fo lately prQflus'd to thy aid , 

She SWorn^s Sqed; ,obfcurely then foretold \ 
qw arpplicr known thy Saviour, and thy. Lord; 
Laft, in $he clouds, from HcaVn to be rcveal'd 54 J 
In gjoiy pf the Father, tb diffolve 
tATA^, with his perverted world; then raife 
rrera the conflagt?mt,raafs, purged and refin'd, 
£fcw heav'ns* new { earth, ages of endlefs date , 
Founded in righteonfp^fs > and peace, and love, 550 
To bring forth fruits, joy, and eternal blifi. 

He .^nded , and .d^s A t> a m laft reply'd , 
llpw/pon h^th.thy^redi^ion, Seer bleft! 
Meafur'd this ttanuent world the race of time, 
Till time.fond ; h>*d ? Beyond is all abyfs , jjj 

Eternity, whofeend no eye .^n reach! 
GjwaUy>i#ftru#.edJ ftiall,heflce depart, 
greatly in -peace of thought, and have my fill 
Of knowledge, .wjiatthis v^ffel can contain , 
Beyond which was my folly to afpire / 569 

Henceforth I learn, that to obey is beft,. 
And love with fear th$ only God; to walk, . 
As in his prefence; ever to obferve 
fixs Providence, and on him fole depend. 
Merciful ]Qyer all his Avpifksi'with good $$J 

Still >y^ri?:omii?g evil ; and by fmall 
Aoc4n}fliihin^,gr$at things: by things deem'd weak 
^Subverting wordjy ftrong , and wordly wife, 
By fimply meek:.'Jiat fuffering for truth's fake, 
Is fortitude to higheft vi&ory, 5X0 

And, to t^, Faithful, Death the gate of Life: 
Taqght shisljy his example, whom I now 
.Acknowledge my Redeemer, ever bleft/ 

To whom thus alfo th/Artgel laft reply'd: 
This having learn'd f thou haft attain'd the Aim 57$ 
Of wifdom ; Jiope no higher , though all. the ftars 
Thou knew'ft by nan?e, and all th' ethereal pow*rs, 
All fecretsj ?f fte deep , $11, nature's works f 

Or 
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Or works of (5 o p in heav'n , air ,• earth , or fa, 

And all the riches of this world edoy'dft , 5)$ 

And all th^ rule, one empire: only add 

Deeds to thy knowledge anfwerable; add Faith, 

A44 -Virtue,' Patience, Tea>pe»jKc, add Love t 

( By name to cowe? caJTd Charity , the foul 

Of all the reft ) then w,ilt thou not be loth 58$ 

To leave thjs Pajadife , but ihalt potfeft 

A Paradife within thee, happier for/ --- 

Let u£ 4eicena\ now rfyerefose froip tfrfe top 

0£ fpecuiation , for the hpur precife 

Exads our partfpg hence: and fee/ the Guards, 599 

By me incan^p!d on yonder bill, exped 

Their motion ; at wfyolV front a flaming fword, 

In fignal of remove, waves fiercely, round. 

We, may nq longer flay : gp I waken E v t : 

Her alfo I with gentle dreams have calm'd , 59; 

Portending aopd , aj>d a)] her fpirits composed 

To. meelp fubmiffiQn : thou at feafon fit 

Let her with thee partake what thou haft heard : 

Chiefly , what ( may Concern her faith to know 9 

Tie gr^at dflliyerance by her feed to come 600 

( For by the woman's feed ) on a|| mankind . 

That ye may live (which will be many days) 

Both in one faith unanimous, though fad, 

( Ntyitji caufe !i> for evils paft , yet much more cheer'd 

Witb mqq^tion on the trappy end*. 60 f 

He ended-, ajid they both, defccijd the hill; 
Defcendeq,, Adam to.thpbqw'rf where Eve 
Lay flpepingt ran before, but fQund her wak'd, 
AnJ f thu* wptfe, words n<# fad (hi tun* rcceiv'd* 

\yhen^ thou return'ft, & whither ^w.ent'ft, I know ; 
For God is alfo in fleejj, and dreams adyife; 6ijk 
Which he hath fenr propitious , fome great good 
Prefacing, fince withfoVrow and- heart's diftrefs 
Wearied I fell afleep : but now, lead on l 
In me is no delay; with thee to go, 6r? 

Is 
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Is to ftay here; without thee here to ftay , 
•Is to go hence unwillingly: thou to me 
Art all things under heav'n, all places thou, 
Who for my wilful crime art banifo'd hence. 
This further confolation yet fecure 610 

I carry hence; though all by me is loft, 
Sufih favor I unworthy am vouchfafd, 
By me the promised feed mall all reftore. 

So fpake our mother Evfc; and Adam heard 
Well-pleas'd,but anfwer'd not: for now too nigh 6ij 
TfT Arch- Angel ftood; and from the other hill 
To their fi»' d ftation , all in bright array 
The Gherubim defcended ; on the ground ' 
Gliding meteorous, as ev'ning mift, 
Ris'n from a river, o'er the marifh glides; 630 

And gathers ground faft at the lab'rer's heel, 
Homeward returning. High in front advane'd, 
The brandilh'd fwofd of Goo before them blazM; 
Fierce as a Comet ; which with torrid heat, 
And vapors as the Libyan air aduft, , 635 
Began to parch that temperate clime: whereaf 
In either hand the haft'ning Angel caught 
Our lingring Parents; and to th'eaftem gate 
Led them <lirec1:;*and down the cliff as faft, 
To the fubje&ed plain; then difappear'd. 640 

They looking back, all th'eaftern fide beheld 
Of Paradife , fo late their happy feat / 
Wav*d^over by that flaming wand; the gate 
With dreadful faces throng d , and fiery arms . 
Some natural tears they drop'd, but wip'd them foon: 
The world was all before them , where to ckufe ^46 
Their place of reft, and. Providence their guide. 
They , hand in hand , with wandring fleps and flow* 
Through Edbn took their folitary way. 
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I N D E X. 

N. B. The XII Books arc dettoted by the 

numeral letters of the Alphabet : The 

other numbers denote the verfes. 



AAron ani Moles* their mijfion to Egypt xij 170. 
Abdiel ( a Seraph ) oppofes Satan promoting the 
Angels revolt f v 803. 'his reply to Satan'/ anfuuer v 877 
Bit fidelity, &c. celebrated v 896. His retreat from 
Satan'/ party vj u His folilocmy on vtt%/o of him at 
their bead vj 114. His fpeech thereon vj 130. His 
reply to Sataii*/ anfyoer vj 171. He encounters him in 
the battel vj 189. He vanquifbes Arid , Arioc and 
Ramiel , fallen Angels vj 369. 

Abel and Cain , their ftory related xj 419. 

Abraham,'/ and the patriarch's Jlory xij 113. All nations 
his fins by faith xij 446, ,• • 

Acheron, a river pf heU ij. 570. 

Adam and Eve defcrib'd generally iv 288. particularly 
iv 295. Their flate of innocence iv 311. 492. 738. 
v 2fi. 303. viij 51a Vide Innocence. Their night 
oraifon ; iv 720; Morning or at f on v 153. Preparations 
to entertain the Angel Raphael v 313. The table and 
entertainemmt defcrib'd v 391. Their nuptial bed iv 708. 
Nuptials celebrated viij 510. Parting preceding the 
temptation ix 385. Behaviour after their fall ix 1004. 
¥md themfelves naked ix 105 1. Make themfeives co- 
verings of fig leaves ix 1099. Recriminate on, and re- 
proach each other ix 11 87. Hide themfelves from God 
{the Son) x 97. Appearance before him x 109. Re- 
pentance x 1098. Bxpulfion from paradife xij 625. 
Vide Similies. j . 

a Adam, 
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Adam , bis difcourfe with Eve on the prohibition oftk 
Tree of Knowledge iv 411. To her at night iv 610 
Anfwer' to her queftion about the nightly luminaries iv 
660. Vietomg hetpeping* 8. Anfiver to her relating 
her dream v 94. To her weeping v 119. He invites 
the Angel Raphael to bis bower, &c. v 361. Bis 
Difcourfe with him v 460. Continued on various fid* 
jetis vitj 651. Vide Raphael. His creation and dom- 
wax, &c< over the creatures ix 524. Prohibited the 
Tree of Knowledge vij $41 viij 331. Account of bim- 
fetf, and the objefts about him , &C. on his creation 
viij 153. Of his fir ft view of the Divine pre/ence , w- 
ftaiion in Paradife, &c. viij 311. Speeth to God thereon, 
And on his folitude t bare viij 357. Reply to God's anfwer 
viij 379. Steep on the formation of Est defcrWd ?iij 
451. His fir ft view of her viij 481. Pajftonfor ber 
viij 521. Valediction to Raphael viij 644. Difcourft 
with Eve prec€q"tng x the temptation i x 165 to 384. 
Care- ana fears for ber in ab fence ix 8} 8. Meets ber 
returning with the forbidden fruit ix 047. Soliloquy 
lamenting ber tranfgreffion ix 896. Refolves todiewtb 
her ix 907. Speech to ber thereon ix 911. Eats tbt 
forbidden fruit ix 996. Incites her to carnal fruition 
(the firft effect of it) ix 1011. 1016. The place, &c 
defcribed ix 1037. After fpeech to her on tbeir fall 
and naktdnefs ix 1067. Another, charging her as tbt 
a Zgr*fp>r ix 1132. Reply to her anfwer (ruriminates 
her affecled JHffufficiency , &C.) ix I 162. Anfwer to 
God {the Son) calling him to judgment X 115. Reply 
to him (accufes Eve) x 124. The fentence pronounced 
on him x 197. Soliloquy thereon x 720. Continued 
x 854. Wifhes for his dtffolution x 746.771. UefteBen 
on the immortality of the foul, &c. x 782. Repnlfery 
fpeech to Eve attempting to confolate him x 866. Relents 
towards her x 937. Reply to her (accuftng her f elf as 
the fir /? in tranfgreffion) x 947. Anfwer (to her reply 
aiv'tfiAg to die by their own hands) x 1013. Refolves 
fhe contrary, {jubmijfion to Qod's will, and repen- 
tance) 

\ 
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tanu) x 1028. Speech to Eve on the efficacy of 
prayer, &C xj 140. Hails her the mother of mankind 
xj Ij8. Speech to her on the Omens preceding their 
oxpulfion from Paradife x) 193. On the view of 
Michael approaching xj 226. Behaviour on receiving 
the mejfage xj 263. Speech to Michael thoreon xj 105 
Rofignaeion xj 370. Difcourfe with Michael, difco- 
vermg to him in vifion what Jbould happen in the 
world till the flood xj 450 to 867. Difcourfe with 
him , relating what Jbould happen to the general re- , 
furredion xij 6 to 551. General reply to him, (rofo- 
Ititions offuturt obedience , dependance on God** provi- 
dence, &c.) xij 552. Vide Eve. Vide Michael rid* 
Raphael. Vido Similies. 

Adonis (or Thammuz) a fait n Angel i 46. 

Adramalec and Afnwdai, fair n Angels, wounded, and 
put to flight vj 365, 

Air fir ft clouded on Adztn'sfaH xj *82. 

jtllufions. Vide Similies. 

Amarant, a flower tranfplanted from Paradife to Heaven 
iij 351. 

jimbithn confured ij 482. ^f *mi/& </ Satan'/ fall ir$6. 

Angels (ccekflial) obey God of choice, net neceffity v 535 
ImbatteFd againfi Satan , «*</ the falKn Angels vj 1 5 
Their fignal, and march vj j6. &|«4i to engage, and 
engagement vj 202. Prevail vj 386. Difpojuion to 
re-ingage vj 514. Retreat vj 597. Rally again , and 
renew the fight *j 634. Their fong on the creation vij 
1 80. 2 5 z. 5 5 7 . 602 . On #*! dijfolution and renovation 
. X 641. Guardians of Paradife t their parade, watches, dec. 
iv 778. 782. 861.977. v 287. Ra-afcent to Heaven 
on hdzm'sfall xj 17. Appointed u expel Adam,&c 

' from Paradife xj 127. Defcent there vij 208. Poft 
nffigned viij 220. March pojfejpng it , and expelling 
him, &c. xij 626. Guardians of mankind ix 15*. 
Vide God the Father and Son. Vide Similies. 

Angels (fallen) their after- flato i 50.339. Humbert i 

331. v 743. Barnes i 374. Various purfuits, &c. 

' a 2 ij $28* 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



index; 

ii 518. Loft fiefply'd by man's, creation iij &]f. i*r 
battel' d agalnfi the Angels cocleftial vj 79. Engage- 
ment vj 20** Defies vj 386. Difpofitkn to re-engag* 
▼J 507. XW* artillery, --- cannon t vj 572. Prevail 

' vj $97* .Bn$$re defeat , oui tocfulfion from Heaven vj 

, 831 to 877- Transformed to ferfents x 519. further 
punijb'd with an Hlufion of the forbidden fruit x 547. 
J?**/? annually continued x 575. Vide £***«. Vide 
Similees. 

Apoftles, their mtffton , 8cc xij 439. G$ of the Hely 
Ghoft xij 497. Succeffors {jwolvet, falfe teachers, &c.) 
defcrib'd xij 508. 

Argument of the Poem, i 1. ix I. 

Ariel , Arjoc <*»4 Ramiel (yjtfto «4igt{;) vanquififd vj 

3^ ' 

Mrktits building, by Noah, defcrib'd xj 718. VideifrA 

wirfc 0/ f£* covenant defcribed xij 149. 

Aftitarotb *»/*. Baalim (./b/fa Angels) i 4**. , 

Aftoreth, or Aftarte (a fall' n Angel) i 431. 

-Author's hymn On conjugal love iv 7 $0. To /#&* iij X 
Invocations i 6. iij 61. yij J. xj zp. Kefie5lton x 
tnprofpefrofrAfam'sfatli} 38Q. 0» Satan'v ^«»i- 
ditated attempt iv 1. 0» Eve'* farting with Adam 
preceding it ix 404. On their nakednefs after the fali 
ix 1114. O* £i; ow* blindnefs 9 &c. iij 12. 

A*azel (afalfn Jngel) Satan' sfiandaxd bearer i 534^ 

B. 

Baalim *»<* A (htaroth {faWn Angels) i 412. 
fiabel, */* city, and tower, built by Nimrod, $cc. xij 38. 
• Ti?* confufionaf \ languages there defcrib'd xij 48. 
Maptifm , ifcW *i* ySg» 0/ xij 441. 
Jlaptizd , ?£r ifrty (7&1J? giv* », primitively to all fuck 

xij 497. 
.Battel, &c. between the catUfiial s and fallen Angels % 

(God the Son concluding it) defcrib'd vj loi to 877, 

Vide Angels cceteftial , and fall'n. 
feajis, part of the ftx$b day's creation* defcrib'd vij 4*3h 
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|Jel*ebub, (a fall' n Angel) i 79. Befcribed ij'»9$& 
Hisanjwer to Satan'* firjt fpeecb afitr their fall \ iz8. 
To bis fecond i 172,. Speech in council , caU d by Siun 
thereon ij 310, Promotes an tfHrpft on the world 

»j 345- 
Belial (afaU'n Angei) i 2,90. J^efcrWd ij 108. flw 
. y^*ecJb in council ij 119. T* Satan 4* *&#ir advantage 

gain'd in the to - ingagemenj with the coeiefbal-Arfgtls 

vj 610. 
2/rif*, part of the fifth day's creation , defer ib*d vij 417, 
£/*/?* , 40 #$# 0/ Adam'j /*^ x 69Z. 
fridge from hell-gates to the world over Chaos, the work* 
- &c, defctWt x X9j. 

C. 

Cain *»<* A)>c\ 9 their fiery related *j 419, 

Cham'* yfory xj 807. 

Chance , the common notion of it exploded ij 909. 

Chaos defcri&'di] 890. vij no. Its court ij 959. Anfwet 
to Satan'* y£*tt/; /for* ij 989. Bounds fince the Angels 
fall, the creation ♦ &c. ij 998. S*4/« £*/rv* if v 5,77, 
A bridge made over it from hell- fates to the worlds j 

at Adam'* fall % i8z. Vide Similies. 

Charity, itspraifes 9 &c. xij 576 to 587. 

•Chemos, or Peor {afallrn Angel) i 406. 412. 

Cherubim. Vide Angels Coelcflial , eye Vide SimiUes. 

Church y hirelings in it 9 cotnpard to the. Pevil in para- 
dife iv 192. 

Cocytus, a river of hill ij 579. 

Comparlfons. Vide Similies. 

'Conjugal love 9 tbepraifes t O<c.ofit iv 750. Difiinguiflfd ^ 
/row *# 40?0#r iv 765, Confifis in reafon 9 not pajfion 
viij 586. Defin'd viij 589. Exprtfl { on the woman's, 
part) in praclice viij 50. J* Wprds xij 615. '.rf red- . ' 
fr**?/ i*/y of it ix 3 $7- 

Conjugal obedience , woman' s .happinefs , &c. iv 635. 

Qonjugal umon % the reafon and obligations of it viij 494; 

a 3 P*»* 
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Confcience 9 God's umf'tre in man iu 194. The terrors of 
it iv 23. x 841. Laws to force 1?, cenfurd xij $r$, 
No infallibility againfi it xij 529. 

ConfteUat'tont , their appear anas , motion, ~8cc iij 577, 

Creation, the universal, defcrib'd iij 708, vij ill. 

Great ures animal in paradife , defcrib'd iv 340. ift-ae 
degrees of knowledge , <i»dl r*4/*» viij 369, TiWr $/• 
eord, an ejfecl of Atom's fall x 707. £&/ry o/Noah'x 
*rfc xj 7,33. 

Dagon {a fait n Angel) i 457, 

Damn d, the viciflhudes of their torments defcrib'd ij $96 

David , &u riwTz* why eternal xij 310. 

Day and night in heavn , defcrib d vj 4. 

Death 4*4 Sin , f W/r fiat'ton at bell-gates before Adam'x 
/*// ij 648. Their union x 249. Make a bridge from 
thence over Chaos to the world, after it x 28*. Meet 
Satan #» his return to bell from thence x 32$. Their* 
journey thither, and influences defcrib* d x 410. Arri- 
val' at paradife x 58$. After - conduct in the world 
x 610. Vide Similies. * 

Death defcribed ij 666. Anfwer to Satan at fall -gates 
ij 688. The Jan of Satan and Sin ij 717. Its birth 
ij 777* Anfwer to Sin on Adam*; fall x 264. To 
Sins fpeech tn paradife i 596. Vide Similies. 

Death natural, the canfis, and variety of i\ 9 defcribed 
xj 466 to 493. More terrible "in view than reality xj 
469. Of the faithful ♦ ajfrip. to immortality xij 425. 
/a 434. The gate of life xij 571. 

3)*/f/A eternal confidered x 8q8. 

JDt/age univerfal. Vide Noah. 

Defpair, the degrees and colours cf'stiv 108. 

Devils, why eternally excluded from grace iij r2£ 

Difcord cenfured ij 496. Daughter of Sin , &c. x 707. 

Dominion abfolute'm man, over men, an ufurpation xij 64. 

breams ilh*Jive,8zc, their feurce iv 799. Natural v no. 
.P/Vifl* xij 6n. 
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Eagle , a bitd of prey, an efcfi of Adtm'e fall 1} 18$; 

Earth and Heaven. Vide Hcav'n and Earth. 

Earth; its general creation defcrib'd iij Jic. vii 131.' 
Ibejhadoiv of Heaven v 574. Separated from the wa- 
ters , part of the third day's creation, defcrib'd vij 176 
The fruits of it , &c. vij 313. Its motion, or *//fc# 
Heavens , /peculations thereon cenfurd viij 70. //# 
/>!•<*//« ix 99. Tfo ;#**r* 0//1&* creation it 107. Dt* 
Jlrutlion by Noah'/ /<W defcrib'd xj 743. Refi'ttution 
after it xij 852. j*ft univerfal paradife at the Mejfiab's 
coming to judgment xij 463. Vide World. 

Eden, the country bounded iv no. 

Eden , the garden of it. Vide Paradife. 

Egypt, the plagues of it defcrib'd xij 173*. 

Election ajferted iij 183. 

Elements, &c. fubfifi on each other- X) 415. 

Enoch , his ftory and translation xj 664. 700. 

Eve and Adam, vide Adam and Eve, Innocence •» 
Similies. 

Eve particularly defcrib'd, characterized, &C. iv 712. 
v 339. viij 470.481.546.596. ix 39 6 -43 I «4S7-48o. 
538. 603. 896. Anpmr to Adam'* difcourfe on tit 
prohibition of the tree of knowledge iv 440. Recounts 
her firft view of the creation, Adam, eye. iv 449, 
jfnfwer to him at night iv 635. To htm Making her % 
relates her dream v 17. Weeping defcrib'd v 119. 
Attending the entertainment of Raphael v 443. Her 
formation from Adam viij 460. Behaviour on view 
of him , &c ,yiij 500. Bifcourfe with him preceding 
the temptation ix ip$ to 384. Au/wer to Satan (in 
the fer pent) ix 551. The difcourfe continued ix 731, 
Soliloquy before her eatbtg the forbidden fruit ix 745. 
Plucks and eats ix 780. Soliloquy after it ix 795. 
Refolutionto tempt Adam ix 830. Speech to hem there* 
on ix 856. Reply to his anfmer^, refolding to die 
with her ix 960. Behaviour thereon ix 990. Gives 
him the fruit ix 995. Repeats the tranfgrejpen with 

wtm 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



INDEX. 

him ix ibo$. // inched by him to carnal fruition 
{ the firft efieft of it) ix 1014. 1035. The place, &c» 
defcrtbed ix 1037. Anfwer to him (acmfing her as 
the aggreffor) imputes it to bis indulgence ix 1142. 
Anfwer to God (the Son) calling her to judgment 
(accufes the ferpent) x 159. The [entente pronouncd 
on her x 192. Behaviour, and fpeech on Adam'* re- 
pulfe of her, and her offers of confolation (accufes her 

. felf) x. 909. After-behaviour thereon x 037. Reply t6 
his anfwer ( advifes to die by their own hands ) x 966 
To him, hailing her the mother of mankind xj 162. 
Soliloquy , lamenting the threatned expulfion from Pa' 
radife xj 268. Speech to htm on quitting it (affeclion^ 

' conjugal refdutions , and confolatton on the promife of 
the Mejftah.) xij 610. Vide Adam & Similies. 

Evening defcrib'd iv 598. 

Evil in thought unapproved blamelefs V 117. 

Experience --- * guide to wifdom ix 807 * 

P • 

Faith , unneceffary endeavours to approve it , fuftoci&ut 

ix 1 139. 
?*///; /» Chrift,witb works, eternal life xij 420. £<HW 

to farce it cenfurd xij 515. Aft infallibility againfiit 

xij- 529. 
*Vi»w v ^ glory) 'the common notion of it cenfurd xj 688 
r^»(y /** office v 1 op. Xfee «y* of the foul viij 460, 
J 7 */*, /£* iw// of God vij 170. 
Jig-tree , of which Adam , Eve , crt. made Aprons f 

defcrib'd ix IIOI. 
firmament , thejecond day*s creation , defcrib'd vij 161 
F'ifo, part of the, fifth day's creation, defcrib'd vij 391. 
s Flaming fmord in Paradife on Adam'* , vc expulfion 

thence, defcr'uVd xij 632. Vide Similies. 
Flood universal. Vide, Noah. 
Freedom , with the lift of it , virtue , &c. degenerates 

xj. 797. 

Frte 
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jtyt* grace afferted iij 173. Defind iij %tf. 

free-will ajferted iij 9c. v 135/510. viij 635. fx 350. 

** 43. Reafon tit /aim iij 108. ix 350. The maty 

of God viij 440. 
fruition carnal , fib* pajjiotivfit tenfurd viij 579. 

G. 

Gabriel, (irAfejfftfc-^ftgpl, chief of the guardian Angels 
of Paradife) hit ftdtion, &c. defcribed iv 443. 7»- 
/2>r*»'i fy Uriel ^Satan'* *fc/#»f /£*rt iv 561. r/»/kr- 
f*to ^ deleft hm iv 576. £& c^r^e ft Uzziel* 
Ithuriel, t^Zephon thereon iv 781. Speech tothem* 
&c. t* f^ir taking, and return with hint iv 866. 
Tt Satan thereon iv 877. Kep/y ft fci* anfwer iv 901. 
Tt another iv 946. To another iv 1006. Appointed 
fine of the chief t of the cotleftial army againft the re- 
volted Angels vj 45. Hit prowefs, &c. i» the Battel 

V 354. 

O/riry {or fame) the common notion of it cenfured xj 688 

G 0& the FATHER, contemplating hit Works , &C. 

i iij 56. tyflsri ft Gfi f he Son , *» Satan* t defign on the 
creation , man, &c. iij 80. Ripfy to hit anftoer iij 168 
Propofes the wanner , 6tc. offaWn mans redemption 
iij 203. Anfwer to the Son undertaking it iij 174. 
Decreet hit bodily refurreSHon as God and man iij 303. 
Bis the Father's attributes, &c. iij 371. Viftbly feefk 
in tf:e Son iij 383. vj 680. Charge to Raphael ft 
warn Adam againft his fall v I24. Speech to -the whole 
toelefiiai hhrarchy, convened at the inauguration of 
God the Son v 600. To the Son on Satan's Revolt 
thereon v 719. Speech to Abdiei oh hit quitting their 
party vj 29. Appoints Michael and Gabriel chiefs of % 

v the codeftial army vj 44. Appoints God ffer Son to end 
tfje. battel vj 680. Chariot {the fathers) defcrib'd vj 
749. Speech to the Son , refoivmg the creation of the 
World vij* 179. Commits the work to him vij 163. 
His (the Father's) omniprefence vij r68. 58S. Qoodnefs 9 
free vij 170. Will, fate vij 173. ' Jhflitution of the- 
• b fabbath 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



|NDEX> 

fabbath (by God the Father and Son) thefeventh aftt\ 
the fix days of the creation vij 581. The Jolemnity of 
4t defcribd vij 594. Speech {the Fathers) on tie 
guardian Angels return from P/tradife upon Adam* 
fall x 34. Appoints the Son judge of it x 55. Speeoh 
to the C'zieftials on Sin and Death's entrance into tbe 
world thereby x 614. Promife of their diffolution , and 
renovation of heaven and earth x 633. Charge to tbe 
Angels , touching the changes in tbe creation on the fall 
x 64$. Anfwer to tbe Sons interceffion on Adam'; 
refentame xj 45. Speech to the coeleftials, convened at 
■his decreeing hie expulsion from Paradife xj 84. To 
Michael thevcon xj- 99. , 

GOD the SON, at the right hand of the Father iij 61 
His ( tbe Father's) effence,&Q. iij 138. His *word,&C 
iij 169. vij 163. Anfwer to him on Satan's defignen 
the creation , man , &c. iij 144. On his proposing the 
manner % &C. of mans redemption iij 127. Undertakes 
it iij 236. Love 40 man, and filial obedience iij 166* 
Tbe ficond Adam iij 285. His merits alone imputative 
toman iij 290. xij 406. His refurrefiion , as God 
man, decreed iij 303. Equal to the Father iij 30c. 
Hi; (/£* &»'*) attributes iij 383* Anfwer to the 
tat her on Satan s revolt vj 733. Ti&e vma\e of 
the Father iij 383. vj,68o. vj 736. The Meffiab ?j 
718. 881. Anfwer tp tbe Father, appointing htm to 
*nd the battel between the coeleftial and revoked Jnpls 
vj 723. Undertakes it vi 7 $o. His armour, equipage, &c. 
defcr'tVd vj 76b. Speech to tbt coeleftial army vj 8cow 
Solely attacks tbe revolters vj 824, Int'trely defeats them 
vj 838* Returns in triumph vj 878. His perfon, equi- 
page, &c. *# /£e Work of tbe creation defcribd vij 192 
Re-afcent to heaven after it vij 5.50. lnftitutum of the 
fabbatb (by God the Father , and Son) the ftventb 
After tbe fix days tr cation vij 581. Tbe folemnity of it 
defcrib'd vij 594. Anfwer (the Son's) to Adam, en 
bis folitude in Paradife viij 369. , To his. reply viij 398 
To another (promifes him a tonfort) viij 4J7. Appointed 

v . h 
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Jfcy the father judge offrfam'stmnfireffyn x tf.'Alt 

"judgment committed to him, x 56. The mercy of it x 

58. Anfwpr to the Father thereon x 68. Defcent tct 

* Eden x 85. Call to Adam ffor# x 103. Retly to hit 

. anfwer (accjsfin^ Ev$) x, 119. To his reply x 144^ 
To Eve (aceujing the ferpent) x 157. Sentence pro- 
penned 1>n him on. the ferpent x. 163. 1 7 5. Explained, 
X 181. 0# Eve x 19,1. <}» Adam x 197. Cloatbs 
them with skins , &c. x in. ne-afcent to the Tat her , 
and inter ctjfien fir them x 2.24. Tn$ juftice of his fin*. 
tence x 7 54. H/'j inter ceffien on their repentance xj 22, 
ri^Meffiah. * / 

GOD, P*r//y cf adoration more acceptable to hipt r tbap 
ritual iv 736. AH good proceeds from, and returnsi 
to him. v 469. To be contemplated in the works of the 
Creation v 508/ A els immediate vij 176. Tfye centre 
of heaven ix 107. His abfolute decrees X) 311. The 
fear of him, &c with lofs of freedom, degenerates xi 
797. Particular prefence xij 48. To obey , love, depend 
en bis providence ,, &c. the fum of knowledge xij 557. 
And wifdom xij, 575.. 

Go/pel bom to - b* under flood xj] ju. 

G7r*« of God, man its. objeel , and. Devih 'eternally ex- 
cluded from it , why ijj 12.9. Man's long reftfiance of 
it alfine e.xclufeve ijj 198. Repentance 4 frmt of it xj 
22. Tbefpiritsofit, and liberty , con forts xij 525. '* 

Gratitude exerted , a dif charge of its debt iv 55. 

Gunpowder^ guns, &c. //># original invention vj 478; 
afcrWd to the Devil vj 484. Dif charge defcrib'd vj 584. 
H« 

Heaven and earth, their final renovation by. fire xj 898. 
xij 547. Aftez-bapfinefs therein p\ 463^549. 

leaven , the joys , &c. of it defcrib'd iij 344, 7* G/fte 
iij $ot. v 253. Pajfage from thence t» the world iij 
526. Its general creation iij 716, Vifible, the fludy of. 
it how necejfary viij 66. Speculations of its motions r 
or the earth's, cenfured viij 70. How fituated, re 
ffecljng the world , and HeH x 3*#. 
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&!ldtfcribjd i 60.228. i> 587.618. Its Gates y 6±u 
Xtrfi tm'd. h fi n *J 871. Hoy? fituated, rejpe#in§ 
**heaven\ % an4 the, iporld $ 322. Vide Simifics. 

Bin archies of beav'n A before $fa revolt of the fall'* 4ng<U % 
defcrffld \ 579- 

Hinnom , the valley of , whence calfd Tophct , and 
Gehenna i 3^9. . 

JfOZr-G.HOST, fa efufio*, fcc. aj the creation vif 
Ig$. Vefcyit % Sec. on th% Afoftles , and all Ufti^i 
Xij 48^, Promts' d and given alike (0 alfbeiievirs xy 518 

Xofphality, an imitation to it v 316. 

ify/w» ** #£&; iij 1. 7>G^ the Tat her ani Sen iij 372. 
0» conjugal love \v 7$o. 0» ^ *W(w».vij 180.251, 

• *S7- 6oz. _ 

Ifypocrify vifible to God alone nj 683,. 

Hypocrite*, Satan the firft iv ii*. Pretenders to {up?- 
najtipal fnrityt &c. iy 744- 

Idolatry , $e original rifi of it ajgjtjfd. i \fo of the. 

poft-daltiyian world %j] 115;. 
Jealoufy the lovers Hell v 449, 
Immortality of the foul difcujsd % 782^ 
' Innocence, the fiaXe of it defcrib'd, iy 31^. fyi. 733^ 

v in. 303443. viij 40.510. " 
Intelleclual beings % 4 faulty of them ij xafi. 
invocations , //;« author's i 6. iij 51. vij I. J\ 20. 
Jove (afalVn Angel) i 511. 
Ifraelites , the ftory of their bondage, ejr deliverance fiQn\ 

-fltgypt , related x»j 163. Of the fettlement of that 

civil and facred ceconomy in the wiUernefs xij 113. 

Eftablijbment in Canaan' xji 260. Reafon, ufe, &c 

of their ritual laws J$\ 280. Government by jMf« 

and. Kings xij 315. Captivity in Babylon xij 335. 

Return from, thence , tfter-difleritiens, $cc. to thi w/4 

of the Meffiafr, &c. xij 345 t0 lS9r 
Ms, (a fall n Angel)' i 478. * ' 
Jthuricl (a guardian Angel efParadifi) iv 788. TJtttftt. 

Satan s firft attempt op Eve there iy 810, 
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I N D E X. 

K* 

%WwUAge of good and $yjl f the tm$ ofh 9 bowJhwti4{ 
.iviio. ix 6x6. JDefcrifed ix J75- Forbidden foAdam 

vy 54X. viij 313, Satan* Encomium of V ix 679* 

Eve> ix 795. 86j. '...', 
Xnov^dg* ( «• opinion) the refitlt of no/an and fancy. 7 

lop. Without refiraifltifolly vij 126. viij 188, xij 56Q 

Of things neceffary , wtfdom. viij 192. . 
JCHW/f^Sf of pt$ure events , the defire of it reprehended 

xj 770. Hefum, the love , fear, &c. o/G^xij 557.' 

J» animal creatures aff&md viij 369. F|#. Sicilies. 



Lethe, 4 rfw */ Ml, defcrWd 1} 581. Mcdufa th* 

guard of it ij 610. 
Leviathan defcrib'd i 201. 
Liberty , wiw f A* fo/5 0/ it , virtue % &C. degenerates x$ 

797. AdamV/rf//, ihefirft caufe of it xi} 8*. 
jfiforty, the fame with reafon xij 83. 
life, the tret of it def crib* d iv 218. Where fit uated ix 69. 

Z#2r? &«g, ty temperance xj 530. Tfo gr**/ r#fe of it 

refpeftingitfelfx} 553. 
Light, hymn }o if ijj i. The firft days creation t dffcrib f oi 

*U M3- • 1 

lightning how produced x 1073. 
Limbo, or fooU paradife , where iij 49 ?. 
£*?», a £*/*/* of prey , an effect of Adzm' sJaH xj 187. 
Z*v* conjugal, its praifes iy 750. Dijlmgurjb'd from 

that of an amur iv 763. Iw* wf//3j/fr in reafon % 

notpajpon viij 586. Depn& viij .,589. In fpirits coe* 

leftial, the exprejfton of it, what , and how viij 620. 

5*3//*; , //>* food of love ix 239. founded in rtafon , 

c»* end of human life ix 241. 
Lucifer, Satan why fo called x 425. Vide Satan. 
$ii/f MfTwJ , the ftrfi efftel of AdamV fall ix 1011% 

fye folate of it ix IQ4;. ' 

?■ ' b 1 Manratexv 
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I N D e x; 

M. 

.Mammon (afalVn Angel) i 678. His fpeecb in the 
council call'd by Satan after their fall ij 229. 

Man fall n the objetl of grace , why iij 130. His long 

re/tflance of it alone exclufiye iij 198. Redemption pro- 

fos'd by God the Father iij 203. Undertaken by God 

- the Son iij 127. The Son*s merits alone imputative to 

bim 9 towards it , bow iij 190. 

{ $Aan created to repair the lofs of the falTn Angels iij 66f 
ix 143. His creamn defer ib K d vij 524. Dominion over 
the reft vij 520. Love to woman , bow conftfient with 
his fuperiority viij 567. Jhe whole creation in little 
ix 109. Angels, his guardians ix 154. His fuperiority 
over the woman given him by God X 145. 195. Pur* 
fuing bis appetites , disfigures not Goofs image , £«/ his 
awn xj 515. Conformity to. t)# divine will* the true 
end of his creation xj 603* Abfolute dominion over bis 
brethren ( men ) an ufurpation xij 64, Givtf} fcim £y 
God only over the creatures xij 67. 

'Matches conjugal, the modern cenfurd yiij 57. Refpec1in% 
the Woman particularly x 888. ^ 

Mednfa, the guard of Lethe ij 610, 

Mercy, Gofsfcfl and loft attribute iij 131. 

Mefliah promijed x 181. T/;# promife explain d x 182. 
xij 386. Hi/ birth, &ic. and kingdom defcrib'd xij 359. 
Why called the feed of the woman xij 376.. Life, an£ 
pajfion xij 388. Refurreftion t wd mijjpon oftheApoftles 
xij 420; Afcenpon, &c. x'j 451- Coming {* judgment , 
&c. xij 538, 543. . v 

Michael ( /fc# -4r^ - ^»gt/ ) appointed one of the chiefs 
pf the coelejlial army again ft the revolted Angels vj 44 
HisJtrowefst&C. in the battel vj 250. Speech to Satan 
encountring him "vj 262. The combat described vj 296 
Wounds Satan vj 320. The revolt ers defeated, intampx 
pn the field of battel vj 410. Prepares to expel hMx& % 
fpc. from Paradife Xj 126. his appearance , &c. there 

+ 4*firike4 xj 238. Speech to Adam thereon xj 25 1. 
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fyply t* Eve Umenting the threat ned expulflon xj l9$ 
To Adam'ow the fame fubjett xj 334. Difcovers to him 
( in v'tfion ) what Jhotdd happen to the time of the Flood 
xj 423 to 867. Tbeftory o/Cain and Abel xj 419. 
Death with its caufes , and variety xj 466. T&e j/faf* 
of the antediluvian world (;» common) xj 556. Ti?# 
/?*** o/tf {civil) or in propriety) xj 638. T£* yfoy 
o/Enoch xj 664. 0/ Noah xj 700. The flood %) 738 
Go^'/ covenant to deflroy the world no snore by water 
xj 890. Difiovers to him (relatively) what Jbould 
happen from the flood to the general refurreclion xij 6 
to 551. The patriarchal government xij rj. Kimrod'i 
tyranny xij 24. T&* building and confu/ton at Babel 
xij 38. Tjoe flory of Chum xij 101. 0/ Abraham, 
*»^ the Patriarchs xij 113. cy /i^# Ifraelites bondage 
in iEgypt , and deliverance thence xij 163. Of the 
fettlement of their civil , and fdcred oeconomy , in the 
ivildernefs, and eflablijbment in Canaan xij 123. Of 
their various ritual laws> their reafon, ufe, &c. xij 280 

* Of their government by Judges and Kings xij 315. Of 
their captivity in Babylon xij 335. Of their return 
fromjhence, aft er+dijfent ions , the birth and kingdom 
of the Mejpah xij 345 to 371. Of his life 9 pajfion % 
refurreclion , mijjion of the Jpoflles , afcenfion t &c. 
xij 388 to 46$. Of the mifum of the HolyGhoft, gift 

' tf tongues , miracles , &c. xij 485 to 504. Of the 
Jipoftles fuecejfors (falfe teachers, &c.) their ambimn* 
innovations , &c, the effetls of them , & the Afefflah's 
coming to judgment xij 507 to $$1. His anfwir to 
Adam* * resolutions of future obedience, &c. commend s 9 
advifes him, and war f ns him to quit Paradife xij $7$. 
Leads him and Eve out xij 637. Vide Similies. 

Mind, the force of it i 254. Difcourfe , its food ix 237. 

Moloch (afaWnAngel) i 392. His fpeech in the council 
call'd by Satan after their fall ij 51. I^jfo Gabriel 
#0 /£* £*/;*/ between the caleflial and revolted Angels 
vi 357. ft wounded by bim $ md flies vi 360. 

Moon, 
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%iu>n , fuppesd inhibited by tranjldted faints and middk 
fpirits iij 459. Its offite iij 710. Rifingdefcrib'd iv 606 
The fpots in it, vapours not yet confolidated with its , 
body v 418. Part of the fourth days creation vij 350 

, Receives its iight front the Sun vij 375. Motion, af petit 
vij 379. 

idoon and flairs, their courfes, influences, &c. iv 66 1. 

Moon and planets , their noxious motion > off efts, && 
an efec? of Adam's fall x 656. 

Morning in heav'n defined vj f . 20. 

Morning, natural, defer ib'd v 10. xj l£i. 13$. 

Mofes and Aatpn their miflion te ./Egypt xij 17a 

Mulcibcr {afattn Angel) i 740. 

N. 

Jtygfcf f» heaven , deftfWd v 64!. 

.N*g£* and day in heaven defcrWd vj 4- 

Right , natural ,-defcrWd iv 604. 776. V 38. it 48. 

At AdamV/*// x 846. 
Nirorod {the firft monarch) his tyranny defcribed , and 

cenfured xij 14. 
Nifroc (a fall' n Angel) vj 446. His anfooer n Satan 

in council after their defeat by the coeieftial Angels V) 

45 '• 

Noah , his reprehenfion of the antediiuvion world xj 719. 
808. Bk'tldipg the ark , &c. xj 728. Entring it ,vnth 
his family , the creatures, &c. xj 733. The poi 
defcrWd xj 738. 824^ ns abatement, the ark's, reflinfr 
&c. 841 . His defcent from it , the appearance of tbt . 
rainbow, £cc. xj 86 1. . 

Koon defcrib'd ? 300. 

O. 

Cbedience , tonjugai , woman's happlnefs , &c iv 63 J. 
Of will , w; neceffity , only acceptable to God v 519. 
O/i dg* de/crib'd xj 53 y. 

Vmens'ofAitm'sexpnifionfromPatadifeX) 18*. 
Vprnton (or knowledge) Vide Knowledge f>r Opinion. 

Or** 
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fcrfo CteUftUd, and terroflrial 9 notion* aboo* their motioUsi 
appearance , &c. doubtful 9 and net necejfary to thi v 
improvement of bappinefs , tiij 70 *# 178. 

Orus (a fall* n Angel) Ofyris (another) i 478. 

P. 

Pandaemoriiuth (*6* cputt tf beU f AefcrWi i 710. 
Fi<fc Similies. 

Paradife{or the garden of Edtn) defend d iv 131.114. 9 
2.9i.vij 537. viij 304. 1x439; The eaflern gate of it iv 
541. Guarded fy'Gabrid iv 549/ The bower d/Adam 
and Eve there if 690. r£* /wrai* f watches , &c. 0/ 
the guardian Angels in : Paradife iv 778.7^1. 861.977 
The hill there, from whence Michael dif covers to Adam 
in vifion, what fbould happen u the time of tl^ flood 
*j 377» Adam and Eve's expulfion from Paradifk 
defer Wd xij 61 J . The flaming fword , &c. guarding 
tbetaft gfte'efit xij 631. The feat of it dvftroy'd by 
NoahV flood xj 819. Fi/fe Similies. 

Pajfions inordinate >, an effeti of Atom's f alt ix 1110. 

Patriarthd government 9 from the flood to Nimrod'i /y- 
r*»tfy *xij 13. 

Patriarchs { Abraham** , t?t. ) their ftory related xij 1 T 3 

Peace > Mr Otrupiiop* of it equal to the *Waftes of wat 

Peor, or Cheroos {& fitlTn Anget) i 411. 
Perfecutidn in matters ffiritual , the rife of it xij 508 

to 533. ftstffetls xij 533. 
Phtegeton (a River officii) ij 580. 
Plagues of ^Sgypt defcrWd xij 173. 
Ptanefs and moon, their notctous motion t dfpefts, &C* 

*e <^tf 0/ Adam'* /*// x 6$6. -» : 
Pleafure Jhnfual t tenfurd xj 603. 
^0/05 , »<)rf& /mi fouth\ perpetual day under both , fa* 

/ar Adairu jfc/J x 668. 680. 
Prayer, the efficacy of its fpirit xj 5. 14. 146. Unavailable 
'• agaMGod s abfolute decrees xj 311. 
Predejtination defind iij in. 
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Priefts eccafien the firfi difftnfion in the Jetorfb tbunk 

andftate xij 3^3. 
Profopopaei*,*0 hvc'i -eating the forbidden fruit ix 78* 

On Adam'i ix loeow 

ft. 

kainbow, its fir ft appearance after Noah'i {bed xj 86*. 
Sign ofGoa~s covenant to deflroy the world no more if 
water xj 895. 

Rami el, Arid, and Arioc {fattn Angels) vanqmjFd 
vj 369. 

Raphael (the Angel) -his defient to Paraiifi to warn 
Adam agaxnft bis. fall v I47, His ferfin defcribed v 
176. Anfwer 10 Adam** invitation to his bower, and 
entertainment there v 371.404. Salutation of Ever 
388. Diftourfi with Adam on various Subjects v 468 
to viij 651. On tbeferficHon^ variety 9 and gradual 
csconomy of the creation v 468 ft 543. On*bedienu> 
ds it iit/y of choke , . 00* neceffity v 510 /a 543. 0* 
/£* ww/; 404? defeat of the fall'nAngeit v 577/0897 
T/ww W4ri» £i*> dgwmjf Satan'* temptations vj 893% 
Vanauijbes Afftiadai* *04* ^0/; &01 to fight vj 363% 
O0 the creation, &c. vij 11 1 /* 640. O0 *&« nwMr, 
appearances , 40i influences of the toeleftial cr terrefid 
bodies viij 15 ** 178. ^Re//y /a Adam'i 00*00/ </ 
h'tmfelf on his creation , &c. viij 560. Ity/v f* 011 
queflion concerning love , 000* *£« txfrefion of it in 

i //>/>//; xodeft'tal viij 620. -4 0viV# /* Adam at partmfr 
ani re-afcent to heaven viij 63a firfV SimiHes. 

Reafon, and free - will , the fame iv 95. 108. ix 350» 
The chief faculty of the foul v too. The being of the 
fouly difiurpve of men , intuitive of Angels ? 4$& 
In animal creatures viij 369. T*# law of nature 1x653 
Correlative with liberty xij 83. "wj/0 w/i* xij 97. 

Redentptien of man , proposd by God the Father iij 203* 
Undertaken by Cod the Son iij 227. 

Repentance the grace of God iij 185. Swr#r* endeavours 
towards it acceptable iij ipr. /* *fl */ j/ x 1086. 
//* 'jflfoty xj 22. 
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Reprobation, the fiate of it iij 198. 
P$pUles>part ofthefixtb day** creation, defcrihed vij 475 
Revolt, and defeat ofthofalVn Angtk V 577 to vj 89* 
Rimraon (a fait n 4»g**) l 4^7* 

$. 

Sabbath, its inftttution, the (event k t after the fix d*yt 
creation vij 581. The folmnity of it defcrib'd vij 594 

Salvation t not only to the fins o/ Abraham V toins 9 bus 
his faith wj 449. 

5atan (theprthce of thefaltn Angels) his fall from heaven 
i 34. why (0 called i 81. y 657. Speck *<>Bel$cbub, 
tsfter their fait i 84^ Rtfly to Belzebab'/ anfvuer i 157 
Afcent from hell i 191. Hisfta{ure looks % &z. defcribd 
i 19 j. iv 98$. v 706. Speech to Bekebub rk^s i 
241. J-J& j(&### defcrib'd i 184, ££11 #*ar i 491^ 
Speech to the other faU'n Angeh i 315. Hi* jlandard 
defer ib, *d i 531. ty*wfc tt the fallen Angels reishbattel'd 
i 611. Cdi& * w/#wc/( i 751. Speeckto thpm in. council 
ij ir, Undertakes an attempt on the world (the ufult 
<ff it) ij 430.465. Aftenjt to the- gates of hell ij 629. 
Speech 40 Death there ij 681. The father of Sin, and 
JHath ij 717. Anpvoer to- Sin 9 * fpeech ij ^37. To Arr 
r*/>/y ij 817. Flight into Chaos ij 917. Arrival at 
the court of Chaos ij 95 1. tyttt£ f0#r* ij 968. Brought 
fin and death fir ft into the world ij 1024. Afcent fa 
J/g£#,&c.ij 1034. Alights on the convex of the world's 
outermofi orb iij 418. Pirn of the world from the fir ft 
fiep to ptavn gate iij 540. Defcent to it defcrib'd iij 
561. Stops at the fun iy 588, Difcovers Uriel, J^# 
^»g*/ <>/'#» there iij 611. Transforms b'mfelf to a) 
Cherub iij 634. tyeer£ to Uriel HJ $54. Deceives him 
iij 68 1. ij directed by him, to the world iij 714. And 
Paradife iij 733. Alights on mount Niphates iij 739 
Soliloauy contemplating the fun vt 31, The firft hypo- 
crite iv in. Arrives at Paradife iv 131. Sits on the 
tree of lift iv 194. Soliloquy on view of Adam ^ Eve 
10 P4tadifi iv .358. Deftends. from t%o tree tfMfit, 
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and ajfumet feveral animal /hopes iv 395. li/fco* ft 
. Adam'* difcourfe with Eve , *» Goafs prohibition of 
the tree of knowledge iv 408. S&Hloquy on the fubjetX 
efit iv 505. Refolves thence to tempt them to di/gbe* 
dience iv 512. Firft attempt in the a/fumed Jhafe of a 
toad , at Eve afleep iv 799. Anfwer to Ithuriel an& 
Zephon , reprehending him thereon iv 817. Re[h to. 
their anfwer iv 851. Anfwer to Gabriel iy 886. 
Reply to his anfwer iv 92$. To another iy 968. Xi;* 
inauguration of God the Son , i&* occasion of bis revolt 
v 657* Speech to the next fubordinate Angel of hit 
party thereon V 673. The feat *f bis hierarchy before 
%is t fall 9 defcrib'd V 756. Speech to the Angels of 'bk 
hierarchy thereron v 772. Reply to Abdiel'i anfwer % 
on his fpeeth to the Hierarchs. of his party v 853. His 
army defcribed v), 79- His port , and poft there vj 99. 
' Anfwer to AMiel / reply vj 1 50. Battel between his , 
and the caelefi'iat army, defcrib'd vj 205 to 358. His. 
prowefs in tixe battel vj 246. Encounters Michael vj 
253. Anfwer to Michael'* fpe_ecb thereon vj 2S1. Tbe 
e/tmbat mefirib'd vj 296. Wounded by him vj 310. 
Carried qtfTvj 335. Bis army defeated vj 386., R«tf*tfx 
j/kJ ra/ij 4 council vj 414. 5/^eci? in council ?j 418. 
I&|pfy /« Niftoc afore vj 469. Gkw /A* 10*^ /<* 
renewing the battel vj $$8. Renew* d by his army, 
and the Jecend Battel defcrib'd vj 569. 670. tyetfA 
on. the ctxlefij^il army's retreaf vj 608. #/7 rfrwqiV 
i#/ir* defeat eyexptdfion from heavn defcrib'd vj 83 1 
** 877. Returns from tompaffing the earth 9 to* Paradife. 
by night , i» 4 jm/7 , /» order to bis temptation ix 53. 
J&V tiremty 8cc. AffiribA ix 62. Soliloquy thereon ix 
$9. Enters the ferpent ix 182. Kim; (*» that Jbafe) 
of Eve ix 4*4- Soliloquy thereon ix 473. ^Behaviour 
to her ix 513* $/>«**£ ** &r ix 532, Reply to her 
anfwer ix 567. X*f difcourfe {his temptation of Eve 
to tat the far bidden fruit) continued ix 732. Leaves 
her after eating if ix 784. His fentence thereon (vir- 
tu#Uy) pronfunud by God the Son x 171. MaturnsM 

hell 
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tell to Avoid his prefence inParadife x 337* MeUsStm 
and Death upon their journey to the world on Adam'* 
fall x 345. Anfwer toS'tns ffeecb x 383. Parts with 
them x 410. Afcends his throne at Paudaenionium 

) X443. Speech to the fall' n Angels affembled 1 here, x 44 g 
Applauded with an bifs X 504. He and tbey trans- 
formed to ferpents x 510. Further punifb'd with an 
jllufion of the forbidden fruit x 549. Both annually. 
Continued x 575. Him felf (the ferpnt s drag 'd in c bains 
at the afunjion of the Mejfiab xij 453. Dijjolution 
{with the world) at his coming to judgment xjj 54$. 
Vide Similies. ' * 

Saturn {a fall? n Angel) i 512. 

Scriptures how to be under flood xij 511. 

Seafons , their changes , re f peeling each clime , an effect of 
Adam's fall x 677. 

§trpent defcrib 'd ix 182. After enter d by Satan ix 495 
His fentence (formally) pronounced by God the Son , 
as the affumd tempter oj 'live x 163. 175. VideSittii- 
lies. 

Sideral blafts , &C an effecl of Afam'sfall x 692. 

Sin and Death. Vide Death and Sin. 

$in de(crib x d ij 650. Her fpeech to Satan , and Death , 
at bell-gates ij 727. Reply to Saian ij 747. Her birth 
ij 752. Reply to his anfwer }\ 850. Opens hell-*gam 
to him ij 871. Speech to Death on AcUni'; fall x 235 
To Satan , ( meeting him returning to hrll , ) on her & 
Death's journey to the world after it X 354. To Death 
<tn their arrival at Par ad if e x 591. Reply to Diaih's 
anfwer x 602. Vidi Siruilies. 

Sin original 9 luft carnal the firft effecl of it ix loir. Its. 
filace ix 1042. 

Slavery , original of it the inordinary, of the Paflions xi} 
86. The juftice of it, as confequential on deviating from 
virtue , &c. xij 97. 

Soul, its faculties v 1 00. //; immortality difcufid x 782 

Spirits, their ejfence , and fower i 423, 789. Their i^, 
MbU exiftmc on earth iv 677. The elett, their hymnt 
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$e God the Father, and Son IIj 371. Material, &c. 
faculties in fpirits v '404. 433. Vital, animal, & in- 
tellectual fpirits pr ogrt fffive from/material nutrition v 481 
Their extreme in life , tnteUeH , fbape , &c. defiud 

y 'l 344- 
Spring perpetual within the tropics, but for Adam'j/ift 

x 673. 

Stars, their placet, appearances, &c. iij ?6$. Ted by 
the air v 417. Part of the fourth days creation vij 
357. Reci'ove their light from the fun vij 364. Vidt 
bimilies. 

Stars, and Moon, their courfes, influences, &c. iv 66t 

Storms, &c. an effetl of Adam's fall xj 095. 

Styx, a river of hell ij 577. 

Sun, its appearance, place, empower ifj 57 x. $rigbttufs. 
defcrib'd iij 591. Orb fed by exhalations from tbe 
groffer Y 413. Part of the fourth day's creation vij 
354. The fountain of light vij 364. Setting defer ibd 
iv 351. 539. 59a viij 630.. x 92. lis annuel courfe, 
producing intenfe heat and cold , an effect of Adam'f 
fall x*6$t. Its oblique motion from the equinocJial , 
from the fame caufe x 671. vide Siipilies, . 

T. 

Teachers (fidfe) of tbe ehrijlia* religion defirib'd xij jeS 

Temperance , the effetl of it long life xj 530 

Thammux or Adonis (afall'n Angel) i 446, 

Ti)under, an ejfecl of Adam's fall x 666. 

Time, refpetting eternity* defind Y 58a. 

Titan, {afall'n Angel) i $*a 

Tradition cenfwid xij 511. 

Tree of life. Fide Life. Of knowledge. Vide knowledge. 

Truth, fuffering for it , fortitude , &C. xij 569. 

tyranny , Nimrod'i , defer Wd. , and conjured xij 24* 

Origine of it i the inordinacy of the pajpons xii 86. 

Koexcufe of tbe tyrant (tbo jujtin conference #* the 

Mjett) Xij 9$< 
. Tyrants, 
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Tyrants , thtir plea for conqueft , &c. com far* d Wttk. 
m Satan* j fir ft attempt on man iv 390* 
Twilight defcrib'd iv 598. 

V. 

Vacuity , Gots omniprefence an argument a£ainft it vij 

168. 
r* loar , ( or fc*r/w virtue , ) f A# common notion of H tsn* 

furd xj 688. 
Virtue, &c. w/7fr &/1 \f freedom degenerates xj 797. 

KAf/ta f *»*< v/r/M , the fame xij 98. 
Union conjugal. Vide Conjugal union. 
Uriel (the Angel of the fun) iij 6*2. His anjhxr to) 

Satah iij 694. Directs him to the world iij 724. 

And Paradife iij 733. Defcends thither bimfelf, and 

informs Gabriel of Satan'* predefcent iv 555. 561. 

Encounters AdrameleC, (afalTn Antel) wounds, & 

puts bim tofti%bt vj 36 j. Vide Si milieus. 
Uzzicl {a guardian Angel of Paradife) iv 782, 

vr. 

War , property the original of it xj 638. Th$ corruptions 

.^f peace equal to its waft a xj 783. 

Waters feparated from the earth , part of the third day's 

creation vij 282. F*f# Similies. \ 
Wife* her duty in danger, diftrefi t tCC. ix 167. xj 190 
Winds the tempeftuous power of it ate effeel ofAdtm's 

fall x 664. 695. 
Wifdom, the funs ofit % the love, 8cc. of God xij 57 <• 
Wolves, iprfalfe teachers) the Apoflles fuccejfors, defcrib'd 

xij 507. 
Woman , conjugal obedience her bappimfs , &c IV 635. 

<M4*'j fox* towards her, how confident with bis f*-' 

periority viij 567. Ta'o o//wr lovelieft qualifies it 23* 
- Tfo *jff# of leaving ber to berown will ix 1 182. His 

fuperiority over ber, given Mm by God x 145. 19?. 

A novelty t defetl of nature^ &C. (farcaftically) x 888. 
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*• The advantage of her foetal, over her artificial aecotn* 
plijhments xj 614. Every way the caufe of maris mi- 
ivy (farcaftically) xj 631. 

tier s , wit b faith in Cbrift* eternal life xij 410. 

IV c rid , the convex of its outer mo fi orb defcrWd iij 418* 
by whtm poffeft (farcaftically ) iij 444. 463. Tbi 
ceaiin of the world , committed by God the lather § 
to bod the Son vij 163. DefcrWd 'vij 2f8. Situation 
of it , ref peeling heaven and hell x 310, F/<fc Earth, 



^cphon (4 guardian Angel of Paradifi) IV 788. Ri- 
' prebends Satan'* fir ft attempt on Eve there iv 813. 
Reply to his anfwer iv 834. • 

Zophiel (a cherub) vj 535. Alarms the caeleftial arwji 
on the approach of Satan* to renew the battel vj 537. 



S I M t L t E S. 

• 

Adam and Eve , after their fall, compard to ike Ameft* 
cans, at firft feen by Columbus ix 1*15. Their re- 
pentance *-• to Deucalion and Pyrrha'* addrefs to 
reft ore human race after their flood xj 8. 

Adani car effing Eve — to Jupiter with Juno iv 499. 

. His addrefs t+ber fleepwg--* to Zephyrus breathing 
on Flora v 15. Bower -- to Pomona'* arbour v 377 
Deft res to know the ftory of the creation , prior to bit 
own- -m to thirft unalUyd, inereafmg vij 66. AwaVl 
after carnal fruition , the fir ft effeel of his fall — te 
J&myfotL Jborn by Dalilan ix 1059. Sorrow on the 

. vifion o/NoahV flood' to a father's mourning bis 

children all deftroyd in his view at once xj 760. 

atngels codeftial , the.fpears {of 1 the guardians of Pari" 
dife) --- to ears of Corn ripe fir reaping iv 980. 
The it march againft Satan'/ army - - - to that of the 

birds 
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birds in Patadife to receive their names frith Afofy vj 

72. Their hallelujah's to the found of feas i 642. 

( Appointed to expel Adani , &c. from Parkdife ) - - - 
'heir faces to a double finus (four) xj 128. Their eyes 

— to thofe of Ki%\\% xj 129. Their appearance tbera 

- - - to We Angels appearing to Jacob }n Mahahaira 
xj 213. -- To tbofe in Dothan againfi the kin? of 
Affyria xj ito\ Tbetr motion --- to ah evening mijf 
xij 628. , 

jtngels fallen - * to autumnal leaves i 302. - • to floating 
fea-fedge after a fiorm i £04. Roufing at Sartn'/ cbfifc 
mand — to centinels tvaking from fleepon duty i 331 

Jmbatteltihg againfi the Angels cdeteftiai to the 

^Egyptian plague of locujls \ $$%• - -- toibe WuptUns 
of the northern barbarians i 351. Their difbofitioh to 
engage --to that of the heroes of antiquity i 549. 

With them the great'efi armies in all agesfince the 

creation --- pigmies i 573. f hem/elves -- to oaks or 
pines blafted i 612. Their fearcbing 9 &c. for the ma- 
terials flfPandaemohium — to pioneers intrenching 9 
&C. i 67$. Their manner of raifing it "to the Wind 
of an Organ i 705. Affembling thereat — /# ifctf i 768 
-- to pigmies i 780. -- To fairies i 781. TTfoir 4^- 
p/<*tf/* 0/ Mammon'/ fpeecbin conned — to the hollow 
<wihd after a fiorm ij 28$. Itteir ri/?»g from council 
--to thunder afar off ij 476. Tbetr pleafure on ths 
tefult - - to the evening fun after a foul day ij 488. 
Their after vaHous purfuits , pajfions, &c. — to the 
Qlympick, or ?ytl\iin games ij 530. --- To th$ ' 
Phenomena of armies in the clouds ij 533. -- Tttter- 
Cules on beta ij 543. Ifceir numbers compofing Satan V 
drmy againfi the coeufiials "to the flart V 745. -- . 
To the dew drops v 746. Their applaufe of 'Satan' '; re^ly 
to Abdrel — to the found of deep waters v 871. 
Throng d together after their entire defeat by God the 

ion to a herd of govt's tj 856. Their retreat ta 

Pandaemonium from the frontiers' of hell during Sa~ 
tau'* expedition U the writ --to the Taitafi J&gbf 

4 befin 
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I N D E X, 

before the Ryfs -- and the Perfian from the Turk -- 
'Wafting the intermediate country x 431. Tranforma- 
tion to ferpents "to thofe ffrung from the Gorgon'; 
bloody &C, x 526. Their appearance on the Tree illu- 
Jfve of the forbidden fruit - - to the fnaky hair of 

. Mcg*ra (one of the furies) X 558, The fruit -- to 
the apples of Sodom x $6\> 

Chaos. Atoms, their motion — to the Libyan quickfands 
ij 900. Confufion there — to florming a town lj 9^0. 
— To heaven 4nd earth (fupposd) falling, &c. ij 924 

J>eath 9 and Sin, their making 4 if ridge over Chaos /# 
the 'World "to polar winds, driving the ice together 
in the (fupposd) north- eafi paffage x 289. The work 
to Neptune'* fixing the ifle ofDdos x 293. -- Te 
Xerxes making a bridge over the Hellefpont x 306. 

Death's inftincl of Adam' s fall -- to the flight of birdt 
pf prey to a field of battel x 273. His and Satan 's 
frowns on each other «•- to two thunder olouds meet'm% 

ij 71* 

£ ye - - her hair --to the vine's tendrils iv 305. Her 
looks -- to tie fir ft blujh of morning v 122. Her felf 
"-to Pandora iv 713. -- To a wood nymph, er 
Venus v 379. -- To a Dryad, or Delia,' (Diana) 
ix 387, — To Pales or Pomona ix 393. — To Ceres 
ix 395. Her Temptation by Satan --.alluded to by 
the ftory f/Ophion and Eurynome x 578. 

flaming fword in Paradife, on Adam'/ and F.vc's ex* 
pulfion thence -- to a comet xij 631, Its heat* &c. 
-- to tie Libyan air xij 634. 

Hell -- to mount JEtnn (in Sicily) i 230. -- Toth 
hog or lake Serbonis (in Palaeftine) ij 592. 

Knowledge, tie de fires ofit-~ to a tiirft Hnallaydyin- 
creafing vij 66. 

Michael, his combat with Satan — to two Planets r*Jbin§ 
in oppofition to each other vj 310. Appearance to exfel 
Adam , $tc. from Paradife -- to a man in a mM m 
tary veft , &c. xj 239. 

t aadacroonium \tsfndden rife «• to an exhalation i 710 

Paraffit 
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Paradife, the ok of it — to the effluvia from Arabia Fariix, 
at Sea iv 159. Its felf~to the field o/Enna (in Sicily) 
iv 268. T<* flfc grove o/Daphne , erc. ( in Theflaly ) 
iv 272. -- To the tie of Ny fa,. (where Bacchus was 
brought up iv 275. — To mount Amara (*» Ethiopia) 
iv 180. - - To the gardens tf Adonis ix 439. --Of 
Alcinous ix 440. -- O/Soloir.on ix 441. 

Raphael, his view of the world in his defcentfrom Heaven 
to Paradife « to that of the moon through an optic glafs 
V261. — O/Delos or Samos from /faCydades v 164 
Himfelf — to a Phoenix v 27 r. — to Mercury v 285 

Satan — to Briarcus.Typhorw/ii the Leviathan i 199 
201. — To the fun rijtng in a mifi i 594. — In eclipfe 
i 596. -- To we longejl train of a comet ij 707. -• 

• To mount Teneriffor Atlas iv 985. His Jbield — to 
the moon i 284. Hit f pear -- to a ma ft 1 292. His 
ftandard -- to a meteor \ 337. The Phenomenon of 
his a/cent Jo hell gates — to a fleet in the Offin ij 636. 
His ejr Death's frowns on each ower — to two thunder" 
clouds meeting ij 714. Flight to we court of Chaos — 
t* a Gryphons in the wilder nejs ii 94J. Towards 
heaven -- to (the Jhip) Argo , thro the Thracian 
Bofpliorus ij 1016. -- To V\y Res s voyage between 
Scylla and Charybdis ij 10 19. Arrival of light f &c. 
«•- to a weather- beaten vejfel towards port ij 1043.. 

— - On the convex of we world's outer mo ft orb - - to a 
vulture feeding bis prey iij 43 1 . Firft view of the world 

— to a fcouts cafual profpebl K after a dangerous journey) 
of a nhv$ country or city iij 543. -- Of we ftars orbs 

— to we Hefperian gardens , &c. iij $68. Appearance 
in the funs orb --to a fpot in it differing from all 
aftronomical obfervations nj 688. Meditation on hit 
intended attempt on we world ~* to a gun recoiling iv 
14. In paradife ~ to a wolf fr eying on a fold ,iv 183 
«•- To a thief breaking in at houfe~top, &c. iv 185. 
«■- To a Tyger m view of a brace of faWm iv 493 w 
Detecled by Ithuriel were --to gunpowder taking fire 
iv 814. Reprehended by Zephon — to aflcedreind, 

d 1 f* 
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hi d frit tV «57. ttft Why Xgtinft *b* tSeleftiats h 

- number -to the ftWs't 14ft. --» To the dew drops v ^46 
their applaufe of his rtpty to Atoliel - to the found of 
teep Writers vj $71. tfimftlf recoiling oh a blow re- 
tfttfd from Michael — to a mountain fihkThg ly an 
earthquake vj 193. His combat with Michael — to 
two Planets rushing in oppofition to each other vj ;io* 
View [in tbeferpent) oj Paradije and Eve there -- 
to a citizen's taking the Air in the country from bit 
home confinement ix 445. Shape on bis return to beH 
after the temptation -- to tbeferpent Python x ^19. 
His tempting Ewe — alluded to ^ the ftory ofO^ntoh 

. and Eurynomc x 57** 

Setfent, that entered by Satan -• fa thofe Hzvmimic'ind 
Cadmus were transformed to ix 504. -- To tbat'af- 
fumd by jEfculapius ix 506. " — To thofe by Jupiter 
Ammon , and Capitolktas i X 50S. His motum , 

twreathings , &c- to the working of a fbrp in 

fhifting winds , ix jtj. //fr tfre/l {preceding Eve 

' ,f* flfe forbidden Tree) - - /a <r» exhalation flaming ix 
634. His addrefs introducing the temptation — »f*j£#i 
*f an orator of the Athenian cr Roman Cownon- 
Wealtb ix 670. 

Sin , fcr middle parts - f* fl&* {fuppas % d) Dogs ofSqlk 
ij 659. -- or of the night-bat ij 66i. 

tywri -- to ears of corn ripe for reaping i'v 980. 

Stars, their orbs — to the litfyctizw gat dens, &c* iij 5^. 

Sun, bis CQurje turnd at AdamV ea ing ihe forbidden 
fruit -- as at the banquet of Thyeftes x 6SS, 

Oriel, bis detcent from the fun on Pamdifi -- *» 
f booting ftar iv 5S5- 

Waters, their flux into fins, &c. on the citation -- H 
drops on duft vij 190. -- To armies forming tbim* 
fehttonJonndoftrumfH vij 194, 
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NOTES 

UPON 

PARADISE LOST. 




Spectator, N°* 267. 
Ctdlte Romam Scriftores, cedite Graft. Propert. 

! HERE is nothing in nature more irk- 
fome thjan general difcourfes, cfpecially 
when they turn chiefly upon words. For 
this reafon I (hall wave trie difcuflSon of 
that point which was ftarted fome years 
fince, whether Milton's ParadifeLoft maybe called an 
Heroic Potm t Thofe who will not give it that title , 
may call it (if they plesde) a Divine Poem. It will be 
fufficient to its perfection, if it has in it all the beauties 
of the higheft kind of Poetry ; and as for thofe who 
alledge it is not an Heroick Poem , they advance no 
more to the diminution of it , than if they (hoaild fay 
jidam is not JEneas , nor Eve Helen. 

I ^ftiall therefore examine it by the rules of Epic 
Poetry , and fee whether it foils mort of the lliad ot 
jEfieid, in the beauties which are eflential to that kind 
of writing. The firft thing to be cohfider'd in an Epic 
toem , is the Fable, which is perfect or imperfedfc, 
according as the aftion which it relates is more or 
Ids fo. This A&ion fhould have three qualification* 
Jfr it. Fkft, it (hould be but one aftion. Secondly 
^ At 



it 
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i NOTES UPON 

it ftiould be aft entire a&ion ; and thirdly, it fhoutd to 
a great a&ion. Let us conflder the Adion of the /W, 
JEmi £ , & Paradlfe Loft , in thefe three fcvcral lights. 
JHomtr to prefervc the Unity of his A£ion haftens into 
the midft of things, as Horace has bbferved: Had he 
gone up to £*£<rs «gg, or begun much later, e*cnat 
the Rape of He/e»,orthe invefting of Troy , itismani- 
feft that the (lory of the Poem would have been a 
feries of fevcral adions. He therefore opens his Poem 
with the difcord of his Princes , and artfully inter* 
weaves, in the fevtral fucceeding parts of it, an ac- 
count of every thing material which relates to them, 
and had paffed before this ratal diffenfion/ After the 
fame maimer f JEmas makes his firft appearance in the 
Tyrrhene Seas , and within fight of IUly , becaufe the 
action propofed to be celebrated was that of his fet- 
tling himfelf in Lamm. But becauffeit was necelfary 
for the Reader to know what had happened to him 
in the taking of Troy , and in the preceding parts of 
his voyage , Virgil makes his Heroe relate it by way 
of Epifocfe in the fecond & third books of the JEneid: 
the contents of both which books come before thofe 
of the firft book in the thread of the ftory , tho' for 
preferving of this Unity of A&ion , they follow ty in 
the difpontion of the Poem. Milton f in imitation of 
thefe two great Poets, opens his Ptradift Loft with 
an infernal Council plotting the Fall of Man, which is 
the A&ion he propofed to celebrate * and as for thofe 
great aft ions , the Battle of the Angels, & the Creation 
of the World, (which preceded in point of time, 
4nd which, in my opinion, would have entirely <$• 
ftroyed the Unity of his principal a&on , had he re* 
lated them in the fame_order that they 
Vld. the end happened) ht caft them into the fifth, 
<?/Spe<fL3i7. iixth and feventh books, by way of Epi- 
fode to this noble Poem . 
ARISTOTLE himfelf allows, that Romer hat 
nothing to boaft of as to the Unity of his Fable, tho* 
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it the fame time that great Critick and Philofopher 
endeavours to palliate this imperfection in the Greek 
Poet by imputing it in fome meafure to the very na- 
ture of an Epic Poem. Some have been of opinion 9 
that thcjEneid aifo labours in this particular, and has 
Epifodes which may be looked upon as excrefcenties 
ia:her than as parts of the a&ion. On the contrary , 
the Poem, which we have now under our confidera- 
tion , hath no other Epifodes than fuch as naturally 
arife from the fubjed, and yet is filled with fuch a 
multitude of aftonifhing incidents', that it gives us at 
the fame time a pleafure of the greateft variety , and 
of the ereateft fimplicity; uniform in its nature » tha* 
diverfined in the execution. 

I muft obferve alfo, that, as Virgil ia the Poem 
which was defigned to celebrate the original of the 
'Roman Empire , has defcribed the birth of its great 
Rival, the Carthaginian Common wealth: Muton , 
with the like art in his Potm on the Fall of Man , 
lias related the Fall of thofe Angels who are his pro- 
jfefied Enemies. Beftde the many other beauties in 
fuch an Epifode, lYs running parallel with the great 
A&ion of the Poem , hinders it from, breaking tbs 
Unity fo much as another Epifode would have done , 
that had not fo great an affinity with the principal 
fubjeft . *In (hort , this is the lame kind of beauty 
which theCriticks admire in the Spanijb Fryar , orjhe 
Double Difcovery, where the two different Plots look 
like counterparts and copies of one another. 

. THE fecond qualification required in the Adtioa 
cf an Epic Poem is, that it (hould be an entire Ad ion ; 
,An A#ion is entire when it is compleat in all its parts; 
or as Arifiotle defcribes it, when it confifts of a be- 
ginning, a middle, and an end. Nothing (hould go 
before it, be intermixed with it, or follow after it, 
that is not related to it. As on the contrary, no iingle 
fiep (hould be omitted in that juil and regular progrefs 

Which it muft be ftippoftd to take from its original to 

A 3 its- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



6 NOTES UPON 

its confummation. Thus we fee the Anger oiAcMlu 
in its birth t its continuance , & effe&s , and JEneas's 
Settlement in Italy , carried on through all the oppo- 
fitions in his way to it both by Sea and Land . The 
A6Uon in Milton excells (I think; both the former m 
this particular; we fee it contrived in Hell, executed 
upon Earth , and punifhed by Heaven. The parts of 
it are told in the moft diftind manner, & grow out 
of one another in the moft natural order. 

THE third qualification, of an Epic Poem is its 
Greatnefs. The Anger of Achilles was of fuch confe- 
quence,that it embroiled the Kings of Greece, deftroy'd 
the Heroes ofAfia,& engaged all theGodsinFa&ions. 
Mneats Settlement in Italy produced the Qdfars , and 
cave birth to the Roman Empire* Milton's fubjed was 
nill greater than either; of the former; it does not de- 
termine the fate of fingle Perfons or Nations , but of 
a whole fpecies. The united Powers of Hell are joined 
together for the deftruction of Mankind, which they 
cffe&ed in part, and would have completed , had not 
Omnipotence it felf inrerpofed. The principal Actors 
arc Man in his greateft perfedion, &Womgn in her 
higheft beauty. Their Enemies are the fallen Angels i 
The Mefllah th#ir Friend , and the Almighty .their 
Proteftor. In fhort , every thing that is great in the 
whole circle of being, whether within the.vergc of 
Nature , or out of it, has a proper part affignedit iQ 
this admirable Poem. 

IN Poetry, as in Architecture, not enly the whole, 
but the principal members, and every part of them, 
fhould be great. I will not prefume to fty , that the 
book of Games in the JEneid, ox that in the Iliad, 
iarc not of this nature; nor to reprehend Virgfrs Simile 
of the Top » and many other of the fame kind in the 
Iliad, as liable to any cenfure in this particular; but I 
fhink we may fay , without derogating from thofe 
Wonderful performances , that there is an indisputable 
and unqueftioned Magnificence in every part ©f^r*? 
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JifeLoft, and indeed a much greater than could havt 
been formed upen any Pagan Syftem. 

BUT Ariftotle, by the Greatncfs of the A&on,' 
does not only* mean that it (hould be great in its na* 
ture , but alfo in its duration ; or in. other words , 
That it (hould have a due length in it, as well as what 
we properly call Greatncfs. The juft ipeafure of this 
kind of Magnitude, he explains by the following (imi- 
litude. An Animal, no bigger than a Mite, cannot 
appear perfect to the eye , becaufe the fight takes it 
in at once , & has only a, confuted idea of the whole, 
and not a diftinft idea of all its parts ; If on the con- 
trary you (hould fuppofe an Animal of ten thoufand 
furlongs in length , the eye would be fo filled with a 
Angle part of it , that it could not give the mind aa 
idea of the whole. What thefe animals are to the eye, 
a very (hort or a very long Adion would be to the 
memory. The firft would be, as it Were, loft and 
{wallowed up by it, and the other difficult to be con- 
tained in it. Homer and Virgil have (hewn their prin- 
cipal art in this particular; the Adion of the Iliad , & 
that of the JEnoid, were in themfchres cxceedtng-ftiort, 
but are«fo beautifully extended and diverfified by the 
invention of Epifodes , and the machinery of Gods , 
with the like pdetical ornaments , that they make up 
an agreeable ftory fufficient to employ the memory 
without overcharging it. Milton s Aftion is enriched 
with fuch a variety of circuraftances, that I have taken 
as much pleafure in reading the Contents of bis books, 
as in the beft invented Story I ever met with. It isi 
poffible, that the Traditions , on which the Iliad and 
JEneid were built , had more circumftances in them 
tban the Hiftory of the Fail of Man , as it is related in 
Scripture. Befides it was eafier for Homer & Virgil to 
dafh the truth with fuftion , as they were in no danger 
©f offending the Religion of their country by it. But 
as for Milton , he had not only a very few circum* 
fences upon which to raUe his Poem , but was alfo, 
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obliged to proceed with the greateft caution in every 
thing that be added out of his own invention. And* 
ifldced, notwithstanding all the reftraint he was under* 
he has filled his ftory with fo many furpfifmg incidents, 
which hear fo dofe analogy with what is delivered in 
holy writ , that it is capable of pleafing the moil deli- 
cate Reader , without giving offence to she moft 
fcrupulous. 

THE modern Critickshave colleded from fever*! 
hints in the Iliad and Mneid die fpace of time , which 
is taken up by die A&ion of each of thofe Poems; 
but as a great part of MiUm't ftory was traofaded in 
"Regions that lie out of the reach of the Sun and the 
(j>herc of day , it is impoffible to gratifie the Reader 
with fuch a calculation , which indeed would, be more 
curious than inftru&ive : None of the Criticks , either 
antient or modern, having laid down rules to circum* 
fcribo tho A&ion of an Epic Poem with any dctQ* 
mined number of years, days, or hours. 

But of this more particularly hereafter. 



Spectator, N°- 275- 
- - - Notandi funt tibi mores. Hor. 

HAVING examined the A&ion of Partdifi Z#£ 
let os in the next place confider the Adors. 
This is jiriftotles method of confidering firft the Fable, 
and fecondly the Manners , or as we generally call 
them in EngHJb, the Fable and the Chandlers. 

HOMER has excelled all the Heroic Poets that ever 
wrote, in the multitude and variety of his Charaders. 
Every God that is admitted into his Poem , ads a part 
which would have been ftmable to no other Deity. 
his Princes are as much diflinguifhed by their Manners 
as by their Dominions; and even thofe among them, 
whoie Characters teem wholly made up of Courage, 
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'differ from one another «s to die particular kinds of 
Courage in which they excel. In (hort, there is fcarce 
a fpeech or a&on in the Iliad, which the Reader may 
not afcribe to die perfon that fpeaks or ads , without 
feeing his name at the head of it. 
• HOMER docs not only out-(hine all other Poet! 
in the variety , but alfo in the novelty of his Charac- 
ters. He has introduced among his Grecian Princes a 
Perfon , who had lived in three Ages of men , & con- 
verted with Thefeus , Hercules , Polyphemus , and die firft 
Race of Heroes. His principal A&or is the Son of a 
Goddefs, not to mention the Ofi-fpring of other Deities, 
who have likewife a place in his Poem , & the vene- 
rable Trojan Prince who was the Fathef of fb many 
Kings and Heroes. There is in thefe feveral Chara<fter« 
of Homer, a certain dignity as well as novelty, which 
idapts them in a more peculiar manner to the nature 
of an heroic Poem. Tho' at die fame time, to give 
them tht greater variety, he has defcribed a Vulcan , 
that is , a Buffoon among his Gods , and a Tberfuet 
among his Mortals. 

VI KG IL falls infinitely (hort of Homer in theCha- 
ra&ers*of his Poem, both as to their variety & novelty. 
JEneas is indeed a perfed Character, but as for Achates, 
tho' he is ftiled the Heroe's Friend, he does nothing 
in the whole Poem which may defcrve that title. 
Gyas % Mneflheus., Sergeftus, and Cleanthus, are all of 
them men of the fame ftamp and chara&er, 

fortemque Gyan , forttmque Cleanthum : Virg. 

THERE are indeed feveral very natural incident! 
in the 'part of jifeanktsj, as that of Dido cannot be 
fufficiently admired . I do not fee any thing new or 
particular in Turnus. Pallas and Evander are remote 
copies of Heclor and Priam , as Laufus and Mex.entiu$ 
are almoft parallels to Pallas & Evander. The Charac- 
ters of Nifus and Eurialus are beautiful, but common* 
We muft not forget the parts of Sinon , Camilla , an4 
|pme few ethers, which are fine improvements on the 
A S . Greek 
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Greek Poet. In (hort, th$re is neither that variety 
nor novelty in the Perfons of the Mneid $ which we 
meet with in thofe of the Iliad. 

1 P we look into the Chara&ers of Milton, we (hall 
find that he has introduced all the variety his Fable 
was capable of receiving. The whole Species of 
Mankind was in two perfons at the time to which the 
AibjecT: of his Poem is confined. We have, however, 
four diftincVCnara&ers in thefe two perfons. We fee 
Man and Woman in the Jiigheft innocence and per- 
fection , and in the mott abjed (late of guilt and in- 
firmity. The two laft Characters are, indeed, vctj 
common and obvious, but the two firft are not only 
more magniiccnt , but more new than any Charaden 
cither in Virgil or Homer, ox indeed in the whole circle 
of Nature 

M UTON was fo fenfible of this defeft in the 
lubjectof his Poem, and of the few characters it would 
afford him , that he has brought into it two Adors of 
a (hadowy and fictitious nature , in the perfons of Sin 
and Death ; by which means he has wrought into the 
body of his Fable a very beautiful and wclMnvcnted 
allegory. But notwithstanding the finenefs of this Al- 
legory may atone for it in fome meafure ; I cannot 
think that Perfons of fuch a chjmerical exiftence are 
proper Actors in an Epic Poem ; becaufe there is not 
that meaiure of probability annexed to 
Yid. Spett. them , which is requifite in writings of 

309, this kind, as i (hall (hew more at large 
hereafter. 

V IRQ 1 1 has , indeed, admitted Fame as an Adrefs 
in the JEneidi but die part (he acts is very (hort, and 
none of the moft admired circumftances in that divine 
Work We find in Mock-Heroic Poems, particularly 
in the Difpenfary and the Lutrin , fcveral allegorical 
Perfons of this nature , which are very beautiful in 
thofe compofitions,& may, perhaps, be ufed as an 
argument, that the Authors of them were of opinion, 
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fuch Characters might have a place in an Epic work. 
For my own part, I Humid be glad the Reader would 
think fo, for the fake of the Poem I am now exami- 
ning; and muft further add, that if fuch empty un- 
fubftantial beings may be ever made ufe of oh this 
occafion, never were any more nicely imagined , and 
employed in more proper aftions , than thole of which 
I am now fpeaking. 

ANOTHER principal Aftor in this Poem is the 
great Enemy of Mankind. The part oiulyffts in Homers 
Odyjfey is very much admired by jiriftotle, as perplexing 
that Fable with very agreeable plots and intricacies 9 
not only by the many adventures in his Voyage , and 
the fubtilty of his behaviour f but by the various con- 
cealments and difcoveries of his perfon in feveral parts 
of that Poem. But the crafty Being I have now men- 
tioned, makes a much longer voyage than Ulyjfes 9 
puts in practice many more wiles and ftratagems , and 
tides himfelf under a greater variety of fhapes & ap- 
pearances, all of which are feverally detected, to the 
great delight and furprife of the Reader. 

WE may likewife obferve with how much art the 
Poet Has varied feveral Chara&ers of the Perfons that 
fpeak in his infernal Affembly. On the contrary, how 
has he reprefented the whole Godhead exerting it felf 
towards Man in its full benevolence under the three- 
fold diftindion of a Creator , a Redeemer , and a 
Comforter ! 

NOR muft we omit the Perfon of Raphael, who, 
amidft his tendernefs and friendihip for Man , fhews 
fuch a dignity and condefcention in all his fpecch 6? 
behaviour, as are fmtable to a fuperior Nature. The 
Angels are indeed as much diversified in Milton , and 
diftinguifhed by their proper Parts, as th.e Gods are in 
Jiomer or Virgil. The Reader will find nothing afcribed 
to Uriel, Gabriel, Michael, or Raphael, which is not 
in a particular manner fuitablc to their refpc<Siv$ 
.Ctrcracter* , 

THERE 



U : NOTES UPON 

THERE is another circumftance in die principal 
AAors of the ifi** and JEnad % . which give peculiar 
bcautr to thofe two Poems , and was therefore con* 
trived with very peat judgment I mean die Author 
having choftn for their Heroes Perfons who were fo 
aearlv related to the people for whom they wrote. 
Achiats was a Gmk , and JEnttt the remote Founder 
mfRtmt. Bydlis means their Countrymen (whom they 
principally propofed to diemfelves tor their Readers) 
were particularly attentive to all the parts of their ftory, 
ft: fympathited with their Heroes in all their adventures. 
A Rmtn could not but rejoice in the efcapes, fuc- 
ceffes, and victories oiJEnus , and be grieved at any 
defeats , misfortunes , or difappointments that befdi 
him ; as a Gr$ik muft have had the fame regard for 
AcbilUs. And it is plain » that each of thofe Poems 
have loll this great advantage , among thofe Readers 
to whom their Heroes are as ftrangers , or indifferent 
perfons. 

Ml L TON'$ Poem is admirable in this refpect, 
fince it is impoffible for any of its Readers , whatever 
Nation , Country or People he may belong to,*not to 
be related to the Perfons who arc the principal Actors 
in it. But what is (till infinitely more to its advantage, 
the principal Actors in this Poem are not only our Pro- 

{;enitors, but our Reprefentati? es : We have an actual 
ntereit in every thing they do, and no Ids than our 
utmoft happinefs is concerned, and lies at Hake in all 
their behaviour. 

I (hall fubioin as a Corollary to the foregoing Re- 
mark, an admirable obfervation out of ArifiotU* which 
hath been very much misrepreferited in the quotations 
of fome Modern Criticks. „ If a Man of perfect and 
» confummate Virtue falls into a misfortune , it raifes 
t , our Pity , but not our Terror, becaufe we do nfct 
, , fear that it may be our own cafe , who do not rc- 
„ femble the fuffering Perfon. But as that great Pbi- 
lofophcr adds i „ If wc fee a Man of Virtue, mixt 
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',, with infirmities , fall into any misfortune , it does 
„ not only raife our Pity but our Terror ; becaufe we 
„ are afraid that the like misfortune may happen to 
„ our fclvcs, who referable the Character of the fuf- 
„ fcring Perfon. 

1 (hall only remark in this place, that the foregoing 
observation of Ariftotle, tho* it may be true in other 
oceafions , does not hold in this ; becaufe in the pre* 
fent cafe , though the Perfons who rail into misfor» 
tune are of the moil pcrfed and confummate Virtue » 
it is not to be confidered as what may poffibly bt, 
but what actually is our own cafe ; fincc we are em* 
bark'd with them on the fame bottom , and muft be 
partakers of their happinefs or mifery. 

IN this, & fame other very few inftances, AriJlotU'% 
Rules for Epic Poetry ( which he had drawn from his 
reflections upon Homer) cannot be fuppofed to fquarc 
exactly with the heroic Poems which have been made 
fince his time ; fince it is evident to every impartial 
Judge, his Rules would Hill have been more perfed, 
could he have perufed the jEneid which was made 
fome hundred years after his death 

IN my next , I (hall go through other parts of 
Milton s Poem ; & hope that what I mail there advance, 
as well as what I have already written , will not only 
fcrve as a comment upeniltiMi, but upon AriJlotU. 



Sfsctato*, N°*279» 

eXeiien perfon* fcit convenient^ cnimue. Her. 

WE have already taken a general furvey of the 
Fable and Characters in Milton* Pnradifi Lejlz 
The parts which remain to be confider'd, according 
to Ariftotle's method, are the Sentiments & the Lnngutgt. 
Before 1 enter upon the firft of theft, I muft advertife 
my Reader , that it is my defign as feoa ai I have 

fini/htd 
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finiftied my general Reflections on thefe four fevtral' 
heads, to give particular inftances out of the Poem 
now before us of beauties and imperfections which 
may be obferved under each of -them , as alfo of fuch 
other particulars as may nor properly fall under any of 
them. This I thought fit to premife, that the Reader 
may not judge too haftily of this piece of criticifm * 
or look upon it as imperfect , before he has feen the 
whole extent of it. 

THE Sentiments in an Epic Poem are the thoughts 
and behaviour which the Author afcribes to the Perfons 
whom he introduces, & are/W/f when they are con- 
formable to the Characters of die feveral Perfons* 
The Sentiments have likewife a relation to Things a* 
well as Perfons, and are then perfect when they are 
fuch as are adapted to the fubjed. If in either of thefe 
cafes the Poet endeavours to argue or explain , to 
magnifie or diminilh , to raife Love or Hatred, Pity 
or Terror, or any other Paffion, we ought to con- 
fider whether the Sentiments he makes ufe of are pro- 
per for thofe ends. Homtr is cenfured by the Criticks 
for his defeel: as to this particular in feveral parts of 
the Iliad and Odyjfey, tho' at the fame time thofe who 
have treated this great Poet with candour, have attri- 
buted this defeel! to the times in which he lived. It 
>vas the fault of the Age, and not o£Hom$r t if there 
wants that delicacy in fome of his Sentiments, which 
now appears in the works of men of a much inferior 
Genius. Befjdes , if there are blemifties in any parti- 
cular thoughts, there is an infinite beauty in the greateft 
part of them. In (hort, if there are many Poets who 
would not have fallen into the meannefs 6f fome of 
his Sentiments , there are none who could have rifen 
tjp to the greatnefs of others. Virgil has excelled all 
others in the propriety of his Sentiments. Milton fhines 
likewife very much in- this particular : Nor rouft we 
omit one confideration which adds to his honour and 
reputation. Homtr 'and Virgil introduced Perfons whofe 
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Cbara&ers arc commonly known among men , and 
fuch as arc to be met with either in Hiftory, or in 
ordinary Conversation. Milton's Characters , mod of 
them, lie out of Nature, & were to be formed purely 
by his own invention . It (hews a greater genius in 
Shake/pear to have' drawn his CaTyban , than his 
Hot/pur or Julius Cafar : The one was to be fup- 
plied out of his own imagination , whereas the other 
might have been formed upon tradition , hiftory and 
©biervation. It was much eafier therefore for Homer 
to find proper Sentiments for an Aflcmbly of Grecian 
Generals , than for Milton to diverfifie his infernal 
Council with proper Chara&ers, & infpire them with 
a variety of Sentiments. The Loves ot Dido dcJEneai 
are only copies of what has pafled between other per* 
fons. Adam andEw before the Fall, are a different 
Species from that of Mankind , who are defcended 
from them ; & none but a Poet of the mod unbounded 
invention, & the moil exquifite judgment, cou'd have 
filled their converfation and behaviour with Co many 
apt circumftances during their ftate of Innocence. 

NOR is it fufficient for an Epic Poem to be filled 
with fuch thoughts as are natural , unlefs it abound 
alfo with fuch as are fublime. Virgil in this particular 
Alls fhort of Homtr. He has not indeed fo many 
thoughts that are low & vulgar; but at the fame time 
has not fo many thoughts that are fublime and noble. 
The truth of it js , Virgil fcldom rifes into very aftonj- 
fliing Sentiments, where he is not fired by the Iliad* 
He every where charms and plcafes us by the force 
of his own genius ; but feldom elevates & tranfportf 
us where he does not fetch his hints from Homer. 

MILTON's chief talent, and indeed his diftin- 
guifhing excellence lies in the fublimiry of his thoughts* 
There arc others of the Moderns who rival him ut 
every other part of Poetry ; but in the greatnefs of Iris 
Sentiments he triumphs over all the Poets both modern 
and ancient, Hmm only excepted* It ii impoffible 

fa* 
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for the imagination of man to diftend it fdf witk 
greater ideas , than thofe which he has laid together 
in his firft, fecond and iixth Books. The feventh, 
which dcfcribcs the Creation of the World , is likfe- 
wife wonderfully fublime , tho' not fo apt to ftir up 
emotion in the mind of the Reader, nor confequentljr 
lb perfed in the Epic way of writing , became it it 
filled with left a&ion. Let the judicious Reader'com* 
pare what Z**£*»*i has obferved on feveral paffagesia 
Homer , and he will find parallels for moft of diem in 
the Psradsfi Loft. 

FROM what has been faid we may infer , that as 
there are two kinds of Sentiments, die Natural & the 
Sublime , which are always to be putfued in an he&ic 
Poem , there are alfo two kinds of thoughts which 
are carefully to be avoided. The firft are fuch as ace 
affeded anil unnatural; the fecond fuch as are mean 
and vulgar. As for the firft kind of thoughts we meet 
with little or nothing that is like diem in Virfpl: He 
has none of thofe trifling points and puerilities that 
are fo often to be met with in Ovid , none of theEpi- 

frammatick turns of Ltuan $ none of thofe dwelling 
entiments which are fo frequently in Stitius&CUt- 
dian , none of thofe mixed embeUifhments of Ta(f$. 
Every thing is juft and natural. His Sentiments (hew 
that he had a perfect infight into humane-nature, fc 
that he knew every thing which was the moft proper 
to affect it, 

Mr. Dry den has in fome places, which I may hereafter 
take notice of, misreprefented Vkgtti way of thinking 
as to this particular, in the Tranflation be has given 
lis of the JEneid. I do not remember that Homer any 
where falls into the faults abovementioned, which were 
indeed the falfe refinements of later Ages. Mlken , it 
snuft be confeft, has foroetimes erred in thisrefpefi, 
as I (ball (hew more at large in another paper; tho* 
considering all the Poets of die Age in which he writ, 
were infe&fd with this wring way of thinking , it is 
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rather to. be admired that he did not give more into it, 
than that he did fometimes comply witli the vicious 
tafte which (till prevails fo much among modem 
Writers, 

^ B UT fince feveral thoughts maybe natural which 
are low and groveling, an Epic Poet fhould not only 
avoid fuch Sentiments as are unnatural or affeded, 
but alfo fuch as are mean and vulgar. Homer has 
opened a great field df raillery to Men of more deli- 
cacy than greatnefs of genius, by the homelinefs of 
fome of his Sentiments. But , as I have before faid , 
thefe are rather to be imputed to the fimplicity of the 
Age in which ha lived, to which 1 may alfo add, of 
that which he defcribed, than to any imperfection in 
that Divine Poet. Zo'ilm , among the ancients , and 
Mofifieur Perrauh , among the moderns, pulhed their 
ridicule very far upon him, on account of fome fuch 
Sentiments. There is no blcmifti to be obferved in 
Virgil , under this head , & but a very few in Milton. 

I (hall give but one initance of this impropriety of 
thought in Homer , and at the fame time compare it 
with an •inftance of the fame nature , both in Virgil 
and Milton. Sentiments wluch- raife laughter, can very 
feldom. be admitted with any decency into an heroic 
Poem , whofe bufinefs is to excite paflions of a much 
nobler nature. Homer , however , in his characters 
of Vulcan & Tberfiter, in his ftory of Mars and Venus , 
in his behaviour of Jrus , and in other paffages, has 
been obferved to have lapfed into the burlelque cha- 
racter, & to have departed from that (erious air which 
feems effejitial to the magnificence of an hpic Poem. 
I remember but one. laugh, in the whole JEneid % which 
rifes in the fifth Book upon Monaetes f where he is rc- 
prefented as thrown overboard , and drying himfelf 
upon a rock. But this piece of mirth is fo well timed, 
that the fevereft Critkk can have nothing to fay 
againfl it, fork is in the Book ofGames&diverfions, 

B where 
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where the Reader's mind may be fuppofed to be fufr 
ficiently relaxed for fuch an entertainment. The only 
piece of pleafantry in Paradife Loft, is where the evil 
Spirits are defcribed as rallying the Angels upon the 
fuccefs of their new invented Artillery. This paffage 
I look upon to be the mod exceptionable in the whole 
Poem , as being nothing elfe but a firing of Puns, and 
thofe too very indifferent. B. vi. v. 607. 

Satan beheld tbeir plight , 

And to his mates thus in dertfion calVd . 

O friends , why come not on theft viftors proud! 
Ere-while they fierce were coming , and when we , 
To entertain them fair with open front, 
And breaft , (what could we more) propounded term 
O/ composition ; ftraight they changed their minds , 
Flew off, and into ftrange vagaries fell , 
As they would dance; yet for a dance they fern % d 
Somewhat extravagant and wild; perhaps 
For joy of ojfer'd peace ; but 1 fuppoft 
If our propofals once again were heard , 
We Jbould compell them to a quick rcfult . ■ 

To whom thus Belial in like gamefome mood. 
. Leader, the terms we font, were terms of weight; 
O/hard contents, and full of force urgd home, 
Such as we might perceive amusd them all f 
And (tumbled many ; who receives tbem right , 
Had need , from head to foot , well underftand ; 
Rot underftood , this gift they have befides f 
They Jhew us when our Foes walk not upright. 

Thus they among tbemfelves in pltafant vein 
Stood fcoffing - - - 



Sue- 
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Spectator, N°- zSf. 

tie qmcunque Dens , quieanque adhibebitur Biros % 

Regali confpeblus in auro nuper ey oftro , 

Migret in obfcuras humili fermone tabernas: 

Aut dum vitas humum % nubts & mania captet. Hot. 

HAVING already treated of the Fable, the Cha* 
rafters and Sentiments in the Paradife Loft, we 
are in the lad place to confider the Language ; and at 
the learned world is very much divided upon Milton 
as to this point, I hope they will excufe me if I appear 
particular in any of my opinions , & encline to thofe 
who judge the moft advantagioufly of the Author. 

I T is requifite that the Language of an Heroic 
Poem mould be both perfpicuous&fublimc. In pro- 
portion as either of thefe two qualities are wanting, 
the Language is imperfed. Perfpicuity is the firft & 
moft neceflary qualification ; infomuch that a good>- 
natur'd Reader fometimes overlooks a little flip even 
in the Grammar or Syntax, where it isimpoffible for 
him to miltake the Poet's fenfe. Of this kind is that 
PaJTAge in Milton , wherein he fpcaks of Satan. 

- - - God and bit Son except,. B. II. v. 678. 

Created thing nought valu'd hi nor jhunnd. 

And that in Which he describes Adam and Eve. 

Adajn th$ goodlieft Man of Men fince born IV. 313. 
His Sons , $b$ faireft of her Daughters Eve . 

I T is plain , that in the former of thefe paffages , 
according to the natural fyntax , the Divine Perfons 
mentioned in the firft line are reprefented as created 
beings; and that in the other, Adam & Eve are con- 
founded with their Sons and Daughters. Such little 
blemifties as diefe, when the thought is great & ru- 
. 1 . B ir tural i 
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tural,we mould, with Horace, impute to a pardonafle 
inadvertency, or to the weakneis of Human-nature, 
which cannot attend to each minute particular, & give 
the lad finishing to every circumftance in fo long a 
work . The ancient Criticks therefore , who where 
afted by a fpirit of candour, rather than that of cavil- 
ling, invented certain Figures of Speech , onpurpofe 
to palliate little errors of this natufe in the writingsof 
thofe Authors who bad fo many greater beauties to 
attone for them. 

IF dearnefs and perfpicuity were only to.be con- 
fulted t the Poet would have nothing elfe to do but 
torcloath his thoughts in the molt pfein and natural 
cxpreffions. But fince it often happens that the moft 
obvious phrafes , and thofe which are ufed in ordinary 
convention, become too familiar to the ear, & con- 
trad a kind of meannefs by paffing through the mouths 
of the Vulgar, a Poet mould take particular care to 
guard himfelf againft idioraatick ways of fpeaking. 
Ovid and Lucan have many poorneffes of expreffioii 
upon this account, as taking up .with the firft phrafej 
that offered, without putting themfelves to the troubfe 
of looking after fuch as would not only be natural* 
but alfo elevated and fublime. Milton has but * few 
failings in this kind, of which, however, you may ijMCt 
with fome inftances ,. as in the following paflages. 

Embrios and Idiots , Eremites and Fryars HI. 474* 
White , Black and Grey , with all their trumpery , 

litre Pilgrims roam* 

- - - A while difiourfe they hold , V. 39$. 

No? fear leaft "dinner cool; when thus began 

Our Author 

Who of all Ages U fucceed> but feeling X.73+ 

The evil on htm brought by me* will curfe 

My head ; ill fare our Ancefior impure % 

For this we may thank Adam 

*■ \ 
The 
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The great Matters in Compofition know very well that 
many an elegant phraffe becomes improper for a Poet 
or an Orator, when it has been debafed by common 
ufe. For this reafon the works of ancient Authors, 
which are written in dead languages , have a great 
advantage over thofe which are written in languages 
that are now fpoken. Were there any mean phrafes 
or idioms in Virgil ftnd Homer , they would not fhock 
the ear of the mod delicate modern Reader, fo much 
as they would have done that of an old Greek or Roman* 
becauie we never hear them pronounced iaourftreets, 
or in ordinary converfation. 

IT is not therefore fuflkient, that the language of 
an Epic Poem be perfpkuous.unlefi it be alfofublime. 
To this end it ought to deviate from the common 
forms and ordinary phrafes of fpeech. The judgment 
of a Poet very much difcovers it fetf in (hunning the 
common roads of expreffion, without falling intofuch 
ways of fpeech as may feem ftifF and unnatural; he 
mutt not fweli intaa falfe fubiimc, by endeavouring 
to avoid the other cxtream. Among the Greeks, 
JEfchylkH , and fometimes Sophocles were guilty of 
tml fault; among the Latins , Claudian and Statius; 
and among our own Countrymen , Shako/fear & Lee, 
Iifffiefe Authors the affectation of grcatnefs often hurts 
the perfpicuity of the ftile , as in many others the 
endeavour after perfpicuity prejudices its greatnefs. 

ARISTOTLE has obferved, that the Idiomatick 
Jhle may be avoided , and the Sublime formed, by the 
following methods. Firft , by the ufe of Metaphors : 
ffach are tftofe in Milton. i 

ImparaAs v d in one another s arms 9 

And. in his hand a reed 

Stood waving tipt with fire ; - - - 
The gmjfie chds now calv'd. 
Spangled with eyes - - - 
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IN thefe & innumerable other inftances, theMeta* 
phors are very bold but juft : i muft however obferve, 
mat the Metaphors are not thick Town in Milton % 
which always favours too much of wit ; that they never 
clafh with one another, which , as Arifiotk obferves, 
turris a fentence into a kind of an enigma or riddle ; 
and that he feldom has recourfe to them where the 
proper and natural words will do as well. 

ANOTHER way of railing the Language , and 
giving it a Poetical turn, is to make ufeof the Idioms 
of other tongues, Virgil is fall of the Greek forms of 
fpeech, which the Cnticks call Hellenifms , as Horace 
in his Odes abounds with them much more than Virgu\ 
I need not mention the feveral Diale&s which Heme* 
has made ufe of for this end. Milton in conformity 
with the practice of the Ancient Poets, & voih<ArifiotU m i 
rule, has infufed a great many Latinifms as well as 
Grscifms, & fomctimes Hebraifms , into the Language 
of his Poem $ as towards the beginning of it » B. 1. 

Nor did they not perctht the evil plight v. 33 j t 

In which they were, or the fierce pains not feel. _ 

Yet to their GenraVs voice they foon obeyd.* 

- - - Who Jball tempt withwandring feet B.II.V.404, 

The dark unbottomd infinite Abyfs* 

jind through the palpable obfeure find out 

His uncouth way , or fpread his airy fight 

Upborn with indefatigable wings 

Over the vaft Abrupt 1 

. - • So kpth afcend 

J» tfa Vifions of God - - . B, XL 377. ' 

UNDER this head may be reckoned the placing 
the Adjective after the'Subftantive, the tranfpofition 
of Words, the turning the Adjective into a Subftao- 
tive , with feveral other foreign modes of fpeech, 
which this Poet has naturalized to give his Verfe the 
greater found , and throw it out of Profe . 

THE 
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THE third method mentioned by Ariftetle, is what 
agrees with the genius of the Greek Language more 
than with that of any other Tongue , and is therefore 
more ufed by Homer than by any other Poet. I mean 
the lengthning of a Phrafe by the addition of word* , 
which may either be inferted or omitted , as alfo by 
the extending or contracting of particular words by 
the infertion or omiffion of Certain fyllabks. Mdton 
has put in practice this method of railing his Language, 
as far as the nature of our Tongue will permit, as in^ 
the paffage above-mentioned, Eremite, for what it 
Hermite, in common difcourfe. It you obferve the 
Meafurc of his Verfe„he has with great judgment 
fuppreffed a Syllable in feveral words, and fhortned 
thofe of two Syllables into one, by which method , 
befides the above-mentioned advantage, he has given 
a greater variety to his Numbers. But this pra&ce is 
more particularly remarkable in the names of Perfons 
and of Countries , as Beelzebub , Hoffebon , &in man? 
other particulars, wherein he has either changed tne 
Name , or made ufe. of that which is not the moft 
commonly known , that he might the better depart 
from the Language of the Vulgar. 

THE fame reafon recommended to him feveral 
old Words, which alfo makes his Poem appear the more 
venerable, and give? it $ greater air of Antiquity. 

I muft likewife take notice that there are in Milton 
feveral Words of his own coining, as Cerberesn, mif- 
created, hell- doom d , embryon Atoms, & many others 
If the Reader is offended at this liberty in our Englijh 
Poet, I would recommend him to a difcourfe in Pl*~ 
t#rch 9 which (hews us how frequently Homer has made 
Ufe of the fame liberty. 

MILTON by the above-mentioned helps, & by 
the choice of the nobleft Words and Phrafes which 
our Tongue would afford him , has carried our Lan- 
guage to a greater height than any of the Englijh 
Poets have ever done before or after him , and made 
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the Sublimity of his Stile equal to that of his Senti- 
ments. 

I have been the more particular in thefe.Obfenrfe* 
tions on Milton's Stile , becaufe it is that part of hint 
in which he appears the mod lingular. The Remarks 
I have here made upon the practice of other Poets, 
with my pbfervations out of Ariftotle $ will perhaps 
alleviate the prejudice which fome have taken to bis 
Poem upon this account ; tho' after all, I ninft confcfe, 
that I think his Stile , thoUdmirable in general , is in 
fome places too much iliffened and obfcured by the 
frequent ufe of thofe methods, which AriflotU has 
prefcibed for the raifing of tit. 

THIS redundancy of thofe feveral ways of Speech 
which AriftotU calls fomgn Language, and with which 
Milton has fo very much enriched , & in fome places 
darkned the Language of his Poem , was the more 
proper for his ufc ., becaufe his Poem is written in 
JMank Vcrfe. Rhyme, without any other afliftance, 
throws the Language off from Profe, and very often 
makes an indifferent Phrafe pafs unregarded ; but where 
the Verfe is not built upon Rhymes , there Pomp «f 
Sound , and Energy of Expreflion , are indffpenlably 
neceflfary to fupport the Stile, and keep it fronafitf- 
ling into- the flatnefs of Profe. 

THOSE who have not a tafte for this Elevation 
of Stile, and are apt to ridicule a Poet when he goes 
out of the common forms of expreflion, would do wefl 
to fee hew AriflotU has treated an Ancient Author, 
called Euclid $ for his infipid mirth upon this occafion. 
Mr. Dryden ufed to call this fort of Men his Profe* 
Criticks. 

I fhould , undef. this head of the Language, confider 
Milton's Numbers , in which he has made ufe of fe- 
veral Elifions , that are not cuftomary among other 
Mnglijb Poets , as may be particularly obferved in his 
tutting off the letter r, when it precedes a vowd> 
Tto, and fome other innovations in the Mcafurc of 

hit 
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tiis Vcrfe , has varied his Numbers, in fuch a manner, 
as makes them incapable of fatiating the ear & cloying 
the Reader , which the fame uniform meafure would 
certainly have done , and which the perpetual returns 
of Rhyme never fail to do in long narrative Poems. 
I (hall dofe thefe Reflections upon the Language of 
Paradife Loft, with obferving that Milton has copied 
after Homer > rather than Virgil , in the length of his 
Periods, the copioufhefs of his Phrafes, and the run* 
siing of his Veries into one another. 



Spectator, N°* 291. 

• - - Vbi flura nitent in carmine , nen ego faudi 

Offender maculis , quas aut incuria fudit t 

Ant humana farum cavit natura - - - Hor. 

I Have now confider'd Milton's Paradife Left under 
thofe four great heads of the Fable, the Chancers, 
the Sentiments, and the Language; and have (hewn 

*-4hat he. excels , in general , under each of thefe heads. 

* I hope that I have made feveral difcoveries which 

- may appear new , even to thofe who are verfed in 
critical learning. Were I indeed to chufe my Readers, 

*fcy Whofe judgment I would (land or fall,tney (hould 
not be fuch as are acquainted only with the French 
and Italian Criticks , out alfo with the antient and 
modern who have written in either of the learned 
Languages. Above all, I would have them well verfed 
in the Greek and Latin Poets , without which a Man 
very often fancies that he onderftands a Critick, when 
in reality he does not comprehend his meaning. 

IT is in Criticifm, as in all other Sciences & fpe- 
Culations ; one who brings with him any implicit 
notions and obfemtions which he has made in his 
reading of the Poets , will find his own reflections 
methodized and explained, and perhaps fevcrai little 

B 5 hints 
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hinrt chat had pafled in his mind , pcrfcdcd and iah 
proved in the works of a good Critick > whereas one 
who has not thefe previous lights , is very often an 
otter ftranger to what he reads, & apt to put a wrong 
interpretation upon it. 

NOR is it fufficient, that a Man who fets up for 
t Judge in Criticifm , fliouid have perufed the Authors 
above-mentioned, unlefs he has alfo a clear & logical 
head. Without this talent he is perpetually puzzled 
and perplexed amidft his own blunders, miftakes the 
fenfe of thofe he would confute , or if he chances to 
think right , does not know how to convey his 
thoughts to another with dearnefs and perfpicuity. 
jlriftotk, who was the beft Critick, was alfo one of 
the beft Logicians that ever appeared in the world. 

Mr. L0ck*% Effay on Human Underftanding would 
be thought a very odd Book for a Man to make him* 
felf Matter of, who would get a reputation by Critical 
Writings; though at the fame time? it is very certain, 
that an Author who has not learned the art of diftin- 
guifhing between words and things , and of ranging 
his thoughts, & fctting them in proper lights, whatever 
notions he may have , will lore himfelf in cbnfufi#a 
and obfeurity. I might further obferve, that there is 
not a Gretk or latin Critick who has not (hewn, even 
in the ftile of his Criticifms , that he was a Matter «£ 
all the elegance & delicacy of his native Tongue. 

THE truth of it is, there is nothing more abfurd 
than for a Man to fet up for a Critick, without a good 
infight into all the parts of Learning; whereas many 
of thofe who have endeavoured to fignalize them* 
felves by works of this nature among our Englifi 
Writers, are not only defedive in the above-mentioned 
particulars , but plainly difcover by the phrafes which 
they make ufe of, & by their confufed way of thinking, 
that they are not acquainted with the moil common 
and ordinary fyftems of Arts and Sciences. A few 
general Rules cxtraftcd out of the frtuch Authors, 

with 
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with a certain cant of words , has fomctimcs fet up 
an illiterate heavy Writer for a moft judicious 6c for* 
nridable Critick . 

ONE great mark , by which yon may difcover a 
Critick who. has neither tafte nor learning* is this, 
that he feldom ventures to praife any paflage in an 
Author which has not been before received & applauded 
by the publick ; and that his Criticifm turns wholly 
upon little faults and errors. This part of a Critick 
is fo very eafy to fucceed in , that we find every or-p 
dinary Reader ? upon the publilhing of a new Poem, 
has wit and ill-nature enough to turn feveral paflages 
of it into ridicule, and very often in the right place. 
This Mr. Dryden has very agreeably retnarked in thofb. 
two celebrated lines, - 

Errors , like flraws, upon tb$ furface flow ; 

He who would [earth for Pearls muft dive below • 

A true Critick ought to dwell rather upon excel* 
lencies ^han imperfections, to difcover the concealed 
beauties of a Writer , and communicate to the world 
fuch things as are worth their obfervation. The molt 
txquifto words and fined ftrokes of an Author are 
th#fe which very often appear the moft doubtful and 
exceptionable, to a Man who wants a relift for polite 
Learning ; & they are thefe , which a foure undiftin- 
gtfiftiing Critick generally attacks with the greateft 
violence. Tully obferves, that it is very eafy to brand 
or fix a mark upon what he calls Verbam ardevs, or, 
as it may be rendered into EngHJb , a glowing bold ex* 
prejpon, &to turn it into ridicule by a cold ill-natured 
criticifm. A little wit is equally capable of expofing 
a beauty, and of aggravating a fault; & though fuch 
a treatment of an Author naturally produces indigna- 
tion in the mind of an underftanding Reader , it has 
however its effe# among the generality of thofe whofc 
hands it falls into, the rabble of mankind being very 
apt to think that every thing which is laughed at with 
any mixture of wit f is ridiculous in it feff . 

' such 
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SUCH a mirth as this, is always unfeafonable in 
a Critick, as it rather prejudices the Reader than con- 
vinces him, and is capable of making a beauty,. as 
well as a blemifti, the fubje& of derifion. A Man, 
who cannot write with wit on a proper fubjed* t is doll 
& ftupid ;. but one who (hews it in an improper place, 
is as impertinent & abfurd. Befides , a Man who has 
the gift of ridicule , is apt to find fault with any thing 
that gives him an opportunity of exerting his beloved 
talent , & very often cenfures a paffage , not becaufe 
there is any fault in it, but becaufe he can be merry 
upon it. Such kinds of pleafahtry are very unfair & 
disingenuous in works ofcriticifm, in which the greateft 
Matters,, both antient and modern, have always ap- 
peared with a ferious and inftru&ve air. 

AS I intend in my next paper to (hew die defeds 
in Milton's Paradife LoJiJ thought fit to premife thefe 
few particulars , to the end that the Reader may 
know I enter upon it , as on a very ungrateful work, 
& that I Khali juft point at the imperfections , without 
endeavouring, to enflame them with ridicule. I muft 
alfo obferve with Longinus » that the productions of a 
great Genius, with many lapfes and inadvertencies, 
are infinitely preferable to the works of an inferior 
kind of Author, which are fcrupuloufly exaft& con- 
formable to all the rules of corrcS writing . f 

I fhall" conclude my paper with a (lory out of toe- 
talini, which fufficiently (hews us the opinion that 
judicious Author entertained of the fort of Criticks I 
have been here mentioning. A famous Critick, fays he, 
having gathered together all the faults of an eminent 
Poet, made a prcfent of them to Apollo, who received 
them very gracioufly, & refolved to make the Author 
a fuitable return for the trouble he had been at in col- 
lecting them, in order to this, he fet before bira a 
feck of Wheat, as it had been iuft threfoed out of die 
fheaf.' He then bid him pick out the chaff from 
among die corn , & lay it aiide by fcfelf. The Critick 

applied 
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applied himfclf to the task with great, induftry and 
pleafure, and after having made the due reparation, 
was prefemed by Apollo with the chaff for luY pains . 



Spectator, N°» 2 £7* 

' ' » - - - w/«f fi 
Egregio inffttjos roprtndas torport nrtfrs. Hot. 

AFTER what I have faid in my laft S*tutd#f% 
paper, I (hall enter on the fubjed of this without 
farther preface, and remark the fevcral defedfe which 
appear in die Fable, theChara&ers, the Sentiments , 
& the Language of Milton s ParadifiLofl; not doubting 
but the Reader will pardon me, if 1 alledge at the 
fame time whatever may be faid. for die extenuation 
of fuch defects. The firft imperfection which I ftiall 
obferve in the Fable is, that the event of it is-unhappy. 
THE Fable of every Poem is according tp ArifiotU'% 
divifion either StmpU or implex , It is called Simple 
whep there is no change of fortune in it, Implex when 
the fortune of the chief A&or changes from bad to 
good , or from good to bad . The Implex Fable is 
thought the m oft per fed; Ifuppofe,becaufeitismore 
proper to ftir up the Pafllons or the Reader , and to 
Surprise him with a greater variety of accidents. 

THE Implex Fable is therefore of two kinds: la 
the firft the chief Actor makes his way through a long 
feries of dangers & difficulties, 'till he arrives at honour 
&profperity , as we fee in the ftory oiulyjfes. In the 
fecond, the chief A dor in the poem falls from fome 
eminent pitch of honour and profperity , into mifery 
and disgrace. Thus we*fee Adsm and Ev$ finking 
from a ftate of Innocence and Happinefe, into the 
moft afcjcft condition of Sin and Sorrow. 

THE moft taking Tragedies among the Antients 
were built on this lait fort of Implex Fable, particularly 

ibe 
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the Tragfcdy of Oedipus , which proceeds upon a ftory, 
if we may believe Ariftotle , the moft proper for Tra- 
gedy that could be invented by the wit of Man. I have 
taken fome pains in a former paper to (hew, that this 
kind of Implex Fable , wherein the event is unhappy, 
is more apt to affedfc an audience than that of the firft 
kind ; notwithftanding many excellent Pieces among 
the Antients , as well as moft of thofe which have 
been written of late years in our own Country, are 
raifed upon contrary plans. I muft however own, 
that I think this kind of Fable , which is the moft 
perfed in Tragedy, is not fo proper for an Heroick 
roem . 

MILTON feems to have been fenfible of this im- 
perfection in his Fable , & has therefore endeavoured 
to cure it by feveral expedients; particularly by the 
mortification which the great Adverfary of Mankind 
meets with upon his return to the AfTembly of Infernal 
Spirits , as it is defcribed in a beautiful paffage or the 
tenth Book •, &likewife by the Virion, wherein Adsm 
at the clofe of the Poem fees his off-fpring triumphing 
over his great Enemy, & himfelf reftored to % happier 
Paradife than that from which he tell. 

THERE is another obje&ion againft Milton s Fa* 
hie, which is indeed almoft the fame-with the former, 
tfeo' placed in a different light, namely, That the Hero 
in the Paradife Loft is unfuccefsful , and by no means 
a Match for his Enemies. This gave occafion to 
Mr. Drydtns reflexion , that the Devil was in reality 
Milton's Hero. I think 1 have obviated this objection 
in my firft paper. The Paradife toft is an Epic , or a 
Narrative Poem , & he that looks for an Hero in it, 
torches for that which Milton never intended ; but if 
he will needs fix the name of an Hero upon any Per* 
fen in it, 'tis certainly the Meffiab who is the Hero, 
both in the Principal Action , and in the chief Epi- 
sodes. Paganifm could not furnifti out a real Adion 
tor a Fable greater than that of the Mod or JEweU. 

and 
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ftnd therefore an Heathen could not form a higher 
notion of a Poem than one of that kind which they 
call an Heroic. Whether Milton's is not of a fublimer 
nature 1 will not prefume to determine: It is fufficicnt, 
that I (hew there is in the Paradife Loft all thegreatnefi 
of plan, regularity of defign, and mafterly beauties 
which we difcover in Homer and Virgil. 

I muft in the next place obferve , that Milton has 
interwoven in the texture of his Fable fome particulars 
which do not feem to have probability enough for an 
Epic Poem , particularly in the actions which he 
afcribes to Sin and Death, and the pi&ure which he 
draws of the Limbo of Vanity , with other parTages in 
the fecond Book. Such Allegories rather favour of the 
fpirk of Spenfer & Ariofto , than of Homer & Virtil. 

I N the ftru&ure of his Poem he has likewife ad- 
mitted of too many digrefBons. It is finely obferved 
by Ariftotle , that the Author of an Heroic Poem ihould 
feldom fpeak himfelf , but throw as much of his work 
as he can into the mouths of thofe who are his prin* 
cipal Aftors . Ariftotle has given no reafon for this 
precept u but I prefume it is becaufe the mind of the 
Reader is more awed and elevated when he hears 
JEnoas or Achilles fpeak , than when Virgil or Homer 
talk in their own perfons. Befides that affuming the 
chara&erof an eminent Man is apt to fire the imagi- 
nation, &raife the ideas of the Author. Tully tctit us, 
mentioning his Dialogue of old age , in which Cat* 
is the chief fpeaker, that upon a review of it he was 
Agreeably impofed upon , & fancied that it was Cato , 
and not he himfelf, who uttered his thoughts on that 
fubje<a. s 

IF the Reader would be at the pains to fee how 
the ftory of the Hiad and JEneid is delivered by thofe 
perfons who ad in it, he will be furprifed to find how 
little in either of thefe Poems proceeds from the Au- 
thors. Milton bus, in the general difpofition of his 
Fable, very finely obferved this great rule; infomuch* 

dial 
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that Acre isfcarce a third part of it which comes from 
the Poet; the reft is fpoken either by Adam & Ei* 9 
or by fome good or evil fpirit who is engaged cither 
in their deftru&on or defence* 

FROM what has been here obferved, it appears, 
that Digreffions are by no means to be allowed of in 
an Epic Poem . If the Poet , even in the ordinary 
courfe of his narration, (houlji fpeak as little as pot 
fible , he fhouid certainly never let his narration Ueep 
for the fake of any reflections, of his own . I have 
often obferved , with a fecret admiration 9 that the 
longed Reflection in the JEneid is in that paflage of 
the tenth book , where Turnus is reprefented as dref- 
fing hiaifelf in the fpoils of Pallas f whom he had flain. 
Virgil here lets his Fable ftand ftill for the fake of the 
following Remark* Bow is the mind of Man ignorant 
of futurity , and unable to bear profferous fortune with 
moderation? The time will come whenTurnus Jball mi/b 
that he bad left the body of Pallas untouched , and curfe 
the day on which he drejfed himfelfin thefe fpoUs. As the 
great event of the JEneid , and the death of Turnm , 
whom JEneas flew , becaufe he faw him adopted with 
the fpoils of Pallas f turns upon this incident, Virgil 
went out of his way to make this reflection upon it, 
without which fo fmall a circumftance might pofEbly 
have flipped out of his Reader's memory. Luton , 
who was an injudicious Poet , lets drop his Story very 
frequently for the fake of his unneccflary digreffions; 
or his diverticula , as Staliger calls them. If he gives 
us an account of the Prodigies. which preceded tht 
Civil War , he declaims upon the occaflon , & ihewi 
how much happier it would be for Man , if he did 
not feel his evil fortune before it comes to pais, and 
fuffer not only by its real Weight, but by the appre* 
henfion of it. Milton's complaint for his hlindnds, 
his Panegyrick on Marriage , his Reflections on Adam 
and Eves going naked , of the Angels eating, & fe- 
veftU other pajiages in his Poem , are liable to the 

ianae 
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feme etception , tho' I muft confcfs there is fo great 
a beauty in thefe very Digreflions that I would not 
wifli them out of his Poem . 

I have, in a former paper , fpoken of the CharatUrt 
of Milton's Paradife Loft , and declared my opinion , 
as to the Allegorical Perfons who are introduced in it. 

I F we loot into the Stntiments f I think they are 
fometimes defective under the following heads; Firft, 
as there are feveral of them too much pointed, & forae 
that degenerate even into Punns. Of this lad kind, 
I am afraid is that in the firft book, ^vhcre, fpeaking 
of the Pigmies, he calls them 

- - - Thofmall Infantry v. 57J. 

tVarrd on fy Crams 

ANOTHER blemifh that appears in fome of his 
thoughts , is his frequent allufion to Heathen Fables > 
vrhicn are not certainly of a piece with the Divine 
fubjed of which he treats . I do not find fault with 
thefe allufions, where the Poet himfelf rcprefentsthem 
as fabulous, as he does in fome places, but where he 
mentions them as truths & matters of fad. The limits 
of my paper will not give me leave to be particular 
ia inftances of this kind: The Reader will eafily re- 
mark them in his perufal of the Poem % 

A Third fault in his Sentiments , is an unnecefiary 
oftentation of Learning, which likewife occurs very 
frequently. It is certain that both Homer and Virgil 
.were Mailers of all the Learning of their times , but it 
ftews itfelf in their works , after an indirect and con- 
cealed manner. Milton feems ambitious of letting us 
know , by his excurfions on Free-WiU & Predefhna- 
rion, & his many glances upon Hiftory , Anatomy, 
Geography and the like, as well as by the terms and 
.phrafes he fometimes makes ufe of, tnat he was ac- 
quainted with thrc whole circle of Arts & Sciences. 

IF, in the laft place, we confider the Language 
of this great Poet, we muft allow what I have hinted 

C in 
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in a former paper , that it is often too much laboured 
and fometime* obfcured by old words, tranfpofitions, 
and foreign idioms. Seneca's objection to the fiile of 
a great Author, Higet ejus oratio , nihil in ea pUadum 
nihil lime , is what many Criticks make to Milton: 
As I cannot wholly refute it,fo I have already apolo- 
gized for it in another paper; to which I may further 
add, that Milton's fcntiments & ideas were fo wonder- 
fully fublime , that it would have been impoffiblc for 
him to have reprefentcd them in their full ftrength & 
beauty, without having recouffeto thefe foreign affi- 
ftances. Our Language funk under him, & was unequal 
to that greatnefs of foul , which fumiihed him with 
fuch glorious conceptions. 

A fecond fault in his Language is, that he often 
affeds a kind of jingle in his words, as in the foH 
lowing paflages, and many others: 

And brought into the world a world pf mm\ 
- - - Begirt th' Almighty Throne 

Befeeching or befieging 

Ibis tempted our attempt 

At one (light bound high ever-leapt all bound* 

I know there are Figures for this kind of fycb&i 
that fame of the greatcft Antients have been guilty 
of it , and that Ariftotle himfelf has given it a place in 
liis Rhetorick among the beauties of that Art. But as 
it is in itfelf poor and trifling , it is I think at prefent 
univerfally exploded by all the matters of polite 
writing. 

THE laft fault which 1 ftiall take notice of is 
Miltorfs Stile, is the frequent ufe of what the Learned 
call technical words* or terms of Art. It is one of the 
great beauties of Poetry , to make hard things intelli- 
gible, and to deliver what is abftrufe of it felf in fuel 
cafy language as may be underftood by ordinary 
Readers: Befides, that the knowledge of a Poet ftiould 
father fcem bom with him , or inipircd, thaju draws 

fttn 
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ffrtib Books and Syftems. I have often wondered 9 
how Mr. Dryden could tranflate a paffage out of Virgil f 
after the following manner 9 

Tack to the Larboard , and ftand of to Sea, 
Veer Star-hoard Sea and Land. 

Milton makes ufe of Larboard in the fame manner. 
When he is upon building , he mentions Doric Pillars t 
Pilafters, Cornice, Freeze, Architrave'. When he talks 
of Heavenly bodies, you meet with Ecliptic, and Kc- 
tantric, the Trepidation, Stars dropping from the Zenith, 
Rays culminating from the Equator. To which might 
be added many inftances of the like kind in feveral 
other Arts ana Sciences . 

I Hull in my next papers give an account of the 
many particular beauties in Milton, which would have 
been too long to infert under thofe general heads I 
have already treated of, and with which I intend to 
conclude this piece of Criticifm. 



f ; :-v Spectator, N°- 303. 

<» * r volet hoc fub luce videri, 
* ffudicis argutum qua non firmidat acumen. Hon 

I Have Teen in the Works of a modern Philofopher, 
a Map of the fpots in the Sun . My laft paper of 
the faults and blemifhes in Milton** Paradife Loft , may 
be confident as a piece of the fame nature. To purfue 
.^hf allufion : As it is obferved , that among the bright 
parts of the luminous body above-mentioned, there 
are forfte which glow more intcnfeJy, & dart ftronger 
.light than others; fo, notwithftanding I have already 1 " 
rfhewn Milton'* Poem to be very beautiful in general, 
*j ihali now proceed to take notice of fuch Beautks 
4$ appear to mc more exquifire than tlie teft , Milton 
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has propofed the fubjcft of his Poem in the foflowinj 

ycrfes . 

Of Mans firft difobodience , and the fruit 
Of that forbidden tree , whofe mortal tafte 
Brought heath into the world and all our wot\ 
With lofs o/Eden, 'till one greater Man 
teftore us, and" regain the blifsful feat , 
Sing heavnly Mufe - - - 

THESE lines are perhaps as plain, fimple and 
' unadorned as any of the whole Poem ; in which par- 
ticular the Author has conformed himfelf to the example 
of Homer 9 and the precept of Horace . 

HIS Invocation to a Work which turns in a great 
ineafure upon theCreation of the World, is very pro- 
perly made to the Mufe who infpired Mofes in thofe 
Books from whenqe our Author drew his fubjecjt, 
& to the Holy Spirit who is therein rcprefented as 
operating after a particular manner in die firft pro- 
duction of Nature. This whole exordium rifes venf 
happily into noble Language 6c Sentiment, as I think 
the tranfition to the Fable is exquifitely beautiful and 
natural . 

THE nine-days Aftoniftiment , in which die Angels 
lay entranced after their dreadful overthrow and tall 
from Heaven, before they could recover either the 
life of thought or fpeech , is a noble circumftance, & 
very. finely imagined. The divifiori of Hell into Seas 
of fire , and into firm Ground impregnated with the 
fame furious Element , *ith that particular circum- 
ftance of the exclufion of Hope from thdfc infernal 
regions, are instances of the fame great and fruifid 
Invention . 

THE Thoughts in the firft Speech and Defcription 
of Satan , who is one of the principal A&ors in this 
Poem , are wonderfully proper to give us a fuH idea 
of him. His pride, envy & revenge, pbftinacy, defpak 
and impenitence, are all of them very artfully inter- 

wotm 
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Jtforen. In (hart, bis firft fpccch is a complication of 
all thofe paffions which d^cover themfelves Separately 
in fcferal other of his fpeechcs in the Poem. The 
Vhole part of this great Enemy of Mankind is filled 
with fuch incidents a* are very apt to rajfe and terrify 
the Reader's imagination. Of this nature, in the book 
now before us, is his being the firft that awakens out 
of the general trance , with his pofture on the burning 
Lake, his riling from it, and the dcfcription of his 
Shield and Spear. B. I. v. i$z. 

Thus Satan taking to his near eft mate} 
With head up-lifi above the wave , and eye* 
That fparkUng blazxd, his ether farts befides 
Prone on the flood , extended long and largo , 
Lay floating many a rood - - - 
Forthwith upright he rears from off the fool zill 
His mighty flatuu \ on eatb hand the flames 
Drift n backward (lope their pointing fpires 9 ana\ rel»V^ 
In billows leave $ th midft 4 horrid vale. • 
Then with expanded wings he fleers his flight 
jiloft, incumbent on the dusky air 
That felt unufual weight -* - - 
• — -£■ His pondrous Shield, 184^ 

Ethereal temper , maflie , large and round 9 
^Behind him cafl ; thjs broad circumference 
- Hung on his Jboulders like the Moon , whofe orb, 
Thro* optick glafs the Tufcan Artifls view 
At evning from the top of Fefole , 
Or in Valdarno, to defcry new lands 9 
Rivers or mountains on her fpotty globe. j 

Bis Spear to eattal 'which the- talleft pine 
Hewn on Norwegian hills to be the maft 
Offime great 4mmrral 9 ipe& but a wandy 
He walked with to fupport uneafy flips 
Over the burning marl 

TO which we may add his call to the fallen Angel* 
{but Uy plu&ged andUtupified in the Sea of Fir* .. 

C 3 S§ 
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He calTd fo loud, tbaj all the hollow deep 1x4+ 
Of Hell refounded 

BUT there if na (ingle paflage in the whole Poem 
worked up to a greater fublim/ty , than that whereia 
bis perfon is dcfcnbed in thofe celebrated lines : 

«• - - He, above the reft v, 589. 

In Jbape and gefture proudly eminent 
Stood like a tower , &c. 

HIS Sentiments are every way anfweraMe to hit 
Chara&er , & fuitaMe to a aeated Being of the moft 
exalted and moft depraved nature . Such is that ia 
which he takes poffeffion of his place of torments « 

- - . - <.Hail honor* , hail v. ^jq. 
Infernal world, and thou profoundeft Hell 
Receive t&y new poffofor, one who brings 

A mhtd not to bo changed by place or time. 
And afterwards, v. 158, 

- - - Hero at leaft 

We /ball be free; tie Almighty hath not built 
Here for his envy , will not drive us hence ; 
Here we may reign fecure ; and in my choice 
To reign is worth ambition , the* in Hell : 
Better to reign in Hell , than ferve in Heaven . 

AMIDST thofe impieties which this enraged 
Spirit utters in other places of the Poem , the Author 
has taken care to introduce none that is not big with 
abfurdity & incapable of Ihocking a religious Reader ; 
his words, as the Poet defcribes them, bearing only 
a femblance of worth , not fubftance. He is lite wife 
with great art defcribed as owning his adverfary to be 
Almighty. Whatever perverfe interpretation he puts 
on the juftice , Mercy and other attributes of die 
Supreme Being , he frequently confefles his Omnipo* 
tence . that being the perfection he was forced to 
allow nim, and the only consideration which could 
ftppoit his pride under the ftqunc of hit defeat. 
■ • > NOR 
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NOR muft I here omit that beautiful drcnmffamce 
*f his burfting out in tears, upon his ftrvey of thofe 
innumerable Spirits whom he had involved in the fania 
juilrand ruin with himfclf. 

- - - Hi now prepared v.tfij. 

To fpeak\ wb$r$at their doubled ranks they bend 
from winf to wing and half enclofe him round 
With all his Poors: Attention bold them mute. 
Thria ho affay'd, and thrice infpito of /com 
Tears, fncb as Angels weep 9 burft forth 

THE Catalogue of Evil Spirits has abundance 6f 
learning in it , and a very agreeable turn of Poetry , 
which rifes in a great raeafure from its defcribing the 
places where they were worftupped,by thofe beautiful 
marks of Rivers, fo frequent among the ancient Pods* 
The Author had doubtlefs in this place Homer's Cata- 
logue of Ships, & Virgil's Lift of Warriors in his view. 
The Charaders of Moloch & Belial prepare the Reader's 
mind for their refoedive fpeeches & behaviour in the 
fecond and firth Book. The Account of Thammux, 
is finely romantick , and fuitable to what we read 
among the Antients of the worlhip which was paid 
to that Idol. 

* - - Thammuz came next behind, V.446* 
Wbofe annual wound in Lebanon allurd 
The Syrian Damfels to lament his fate 9 
In amrous ditties all a fummers day 9 
While ftnooth Adonis from his native rock 
Ranpurple to the fea , fuppos'd With blood 
0/*Thammu£ yearly wounded: tho love-talo I 
Jnfecled Sion'x TXaughters with tiki heat , 
Whofe wanton fajfions in tho fatted porch 
Ezekiel faw 9 wbtn by tho Vifion led 
His eye furvey'd the dark idolatries 
$f alienated Judah. - - - 

C4 Th* 
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• The Reader will pardon me if-I infert as a Nofie oa 
this beautiful paflage, Jhe account given us by the 
late ingenious Mr. Mattmdrell of this antient piece of, 
worihip, & probably the firft occafion of fuch a fuper- 
ftition. „ We came to a fair large River -- doubtleft 
», the antient River Adonis , fo famous for the idola- 
„ trous rites perform'd herein lamentation of Adonh. 
t , We had die fortune to fee what may be fuppofed 
„ to be the occaiion of that opinion which Lueum 
„ relates, concerning this River, viz.. That this Stream, 
„ at certain feafons of the year., efpecially about die 
„ feaft of Adonis, is of a bloody colour ; which the 
t , Heathens looked upon as proceeding from a kind 

* fl of fympathy in the River for the death of Adonis , 
„ who was killed by a wild Boar in the mountains, 
„ out of which this Stream rifes. Something like this 
9i we faw actually come to pafs; for the water was 
H ftain'd to a furprifing rednefs; and, as we obfervd 
„ in travelling, had mfcolour'd the Sea a great way 
„ into a reddifh hue , occafion'd doubtlefs by a fort 
9f of minium , or red earth , wafhed into the River 
t , by the violence of the rain , and not by any ftaln 
„ from Adonis's blood. 

THE paflage in the Catalogue , explaining the 
manner how Spirits transform them felves by contrac- 
tion, or enlargement of their dimeniions, is introduced 
with great judgment, to make way for feycral fur- 
prifing accidents in the fequel of the Poem. There 
follows one, at the very end of the firft Book, which 
is what the French Criucks call M arvellous , byt at the 
fame time probable by reafon of the paflage laft men- 
tioned. As foon as the infernal Palace is finifhed, 
we are told the multitnde and rabble of Spirits imme- 
diately (hrunk themfelves into a fmall corrjpafs, that 
there might be room for fuch a numberlefs Aflembly 
in this capacious hall. But it is the Poet's refinement 
upon this thought, which I mod admire % and which 
U indeed very noble in its Telf. ' For he tells us , that 
\ }.""' notwidh 
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aotwithftanding the vulgar , among the fallen Spirits, 
contra&ed their forms , thafe ot the firft rank and 
dignity ftill preferved their natural dimenfions . 
* Thus incorporeal Spirits U fmalleft forms 189. 

Rtduc'd their fbapes immenfe , and were at large 
Thouth without number ftill amid ft the hall, 
Of that infernal Court. But far within 9 
And in their own dimenfions like themfilves 9 
The great Seraphick Lords and Cherubim , 
In ciofe recefs and fecret conclave fate , 
A tboufand Demy-Gods m golden feats , 
frequent and full 

THE Chara&er of Mammon t and the Description 
of the pandemonium , are full of beauties . 

THERE are feveral other ftrokes in the firft book 
wonderfully poetical , and inftances of that Sublime 
Genius fo peculiar to the Author. Such is the defcrip- 
tion of AzazePs ftature , & of the infernal Standard , 
which he unfurls ; as alfo of that ghaftly light , by 
which the Fiends appear to one another in their place 
of torments . 

The feat of defolation, void of light ,' 181. 

Save what the glimmering of thofe livid flames 
Cafts pale and dreadful 

THE fhout of the whole Hoft of fallen Angels 
when drawn up in Banel-array : 

- - » The univerfal Hoft up fent v. 541. 
A fhout that tore Hell's concave , and beyond 
Frighted the Reign of Chaos and old Night. 
THE review, which the Leader makes of his in^ 

fernal Army : 

- - - He thro* the armed files 567, 
• Darts his experienced eye f and jfbon traverfe 

The whole battalion views , their order due, 
Their vifages and ftature as of Gods , 
- Thtir number laft he fums , and now hit heart 
Diftends with pride , and hfrd'jmg in bis ftrength 
Glories • - - TH£ 
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THE flath of ligfit » which appeared upon the 
^rawing of their fwofds; 

He (pake: and to confirm bis words outflow 66$. 
Millions tf flaming /words , drawn from the thighs 
Of mighty Cherubim ; th$ fudden blazs 
Far round illumind Hell 

THE fudden production of the Pandamontum', 

Anon out of tht earth a fabricb bug* 71a 

Rtfi like an exhalation , -tilth the found 
Of dukes fympbonies and voices fwtet. 

THE artificial illuminations made in it: 

«• - - From the arched roof 716, 

Pendent by fubtle magic , many a row 
Of ftarry lamps and blazing crefcets , fed 
With Naphtha and Afphakus, yielded tight 
As from a sky - - * 

T H E R E are alfo feveral noble Similes and Allu- 

flons in the firft Book of Paradife Loft . And here I 

muft obferve, that when Milton alludes either to things 

« perfons , he never quits his Simile till it rifes to 

fome very great' idea , which is often foreign to 4 the 

occafion that gave birth to it. The refemblance does 

not, perhaps, lad above a line or two, but the Poet 

runs on with the hint , till he has raifed out of it fome 

glorious image or fentiment , proper to inflame the 

mind of the Reader, and to give it that fublime kind 

et entertainment* w hith is fuitable to the nature of 

an Heroic Poem. Thofe f who are acquainted with 

****"?& and Virgi?$ way of writing, cannot but be 

iSi With J *** kind of ft ru(fture » bdiUon's fimili- 

J«« ■ T?? 1 ^ morc particular on this hcad,-becaufc 

JS°^ R 5? dcrs » wh6 have formed their tafte upon 

wie quaint Similes, and little turns of wit, which are 

*■ i**** * w?g«c among modcmPow, cannot rdito 

* thefc 
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thefe beauties which tre of a much higher nature* 
and are therefore apt to cenfure Mtito» 9 $ companions* 
in which they do not fee any furprifing points of like- 
nefs. Monfieur Perrault was a Man ot this vitiated 
rclifti, &for that very reafon has endeavoured to turn 
into ridicule feveral of Homer % Similitudes , which he 
calls Comparaifimt a longui aueue , Long-tail' d Compart* 
font. I (hall conclude this paper on the firft Book of 
Milton with the Anfwer which Monfieur Boileau makes 
to Perrault on this occafion; „ Comparifons* fays he 9 
», in Odes and Epic Poems are not introduced only to 
„ iDuftrate and embdHih the difcourfe , but to amufe 
9 » and relax the mind of the Reader , by frequently 
„ disengaging him from too painful an attention to 
„ the principal fubje&, & by leading him into other 
„ agreeable images. Homer, fays he, excelled in this 
„ particular , wnofe Comparifons abound with fuch 
„ images ©f Nature as are proper to relieve & diver- 
„ fifie his fubjeds. He continually inftrucls the Reader, 
„ and. makes him take notice, even in objects which 
„ are every day before our eyes, of fuch Circum- 
„ fiances as we (hould not otherwife have obferved^ 
„ To this he adds y as a Maxim nnherfally acknowledged, 
„ that it is not neceffary in Poetry for the points of 
„ the Comparifon to correfpond with one another 
ff exactly, but that a general refemblance is fufficient, 
„ and that too much nicety in this particular favours 
„ of the Rhetorician and Epigrammatift.* 

IN (hort, if we look into the conduct of Homer, 
Virgil and Milton , as the great Fable is die Soul of 
each Poem , fo to give their works ,an agreeable va- 
riety, their Epifodes are fo many fhort Fables, & their 
Similes fo many (hort Epifodes \ to which you may 
add, if yon pleafe, that their Metaphors are fo many 
ftiort Similes. If the Reader confideri the Comparifons 
in the firft Book of Milton, of the Sun in an Eclinfc , 
Of the fleepmg Leviathan, of the Bees fwarming about 
their hive, of the fairy Dance , in the view wheixin> 

1 have 
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I have here placed diem, he will eafily difcorer the 

great beauties that are in each of thqfc paffages. 

Spectator, N°- 309. 

3D* 9 • auibus imperium efl anunarum , umbraque filentes I 
E* Chaos, & Phlegethon, loca nocle filtntia lat$i 
Sk mihi fas audita loam ! fit numine vefiro 
Vanden rss aUa terra & taligint merfas. Virg. 

I Hate before obferved in general* that the perfons 
whom Milton introduces into his Poem always dis- 
cover fuch fentiments and behaviour , as are in a pe- 
culiar manner conformable to their rcfpe&vc charac- 
ters. Every circumftance in their fpeeches & actions, 
is with great juftnefs and delicacy adapted to the per- 
fons who fpeak & ad. As the Poet very much excels 
in this coniiftency of his Characters, I lhall beg leave 
to confider feveral paffages of the fecond Book in this 
light. That fuperior greatncfs, and mock- Majefty, 
-which is afcribed to the Prince of the fallen Angels, 
is admirably preferved in the beginning of this Book. 
His opening and clofing the debate ; his taking on 
himfelf that great enterprize at the thought of which 
the whole infernal Affembly trembled; his encouptring 
tile hideous Phantom who guarded the gates of Hell, 
' and appeared to him in all his terrors -, are inftances 
of that proud & daring mind which could not brook 
fubmiifion even to Omnipotence. 

SA TA N was now at hand , and from his feat 674* 
The Monfter moving vnward came as fafi 
With horrid ftr'tdes , Hell trembled as he firode : 
Th % undaunted Fiend what this might bo admir'd 9 
Admird, not fear' d 

THE fame boldnefe and intrepidity of behaviour 
leftovers it fclf in the feveral Adventures, which he 

mcct§ 
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meets with during his paffagc through die Regions 
of unformed Matter, and particularly in his Addrefi 
to thofe tremendous Powers who aredefcribcd as pre- 
fiding over it. 

TH E part of Moloeb is Hkewife in all its circum- 
fiances full of that fire & fury , which diftinguiih this 
Spirit from the reft of the fallen Angels. He is defcribed 
in the firft book as befmeared vim the blood of hu- 
mane Sacrifices , & delighted with the tears of Parent* 
and the cries of Children. In the fecond book he it 
marked out as the fierce!* Spirit that fought in Heaven ; 
and if we confider the figure which he makes in the 
fixth book, where the Battel of the An eels is defcribed, 
we find it every way anfwerable to the fame furious, 
enraged character. 

... where tbe might of Gabriel fought, VI. 355} 
And with fierce Enfigns piercd the deep array 
Of Moloc , furious King f who him defy'd , 
And at his Chariot wheels to drag him bound 
Threaten d , nor from the holy one of Heavn 
Refrain d his tongue blafphemous; but anon 
Down cloven to the wafle , with /batter' d arms 
And uncouth pain fled bellowing, 

I T may be worth while to obferve , that Mitten 
has reprefented this violent impetuous Spirit , who is 
hurried on by fuch precipitate paffions , as the firfi 
that rifes in tnat Aflembly, to give his opinion upon 
their prefent pofture of affairs. Accordingly he declare! 
himfelf abruptly for War, and appears incenfed at his 
companions* for lofing fo much time as even to deli- 
berate upon it. All his fentiments are rafh , audacious 
and defperate. Such is that of arming themfelves with 
their tortures , and turning their puniihments upoa 
him who inflicted them. 

- • - No, let us rather chufe 9 II. 60. 

Armd with Hill- flames and fury t all at once 

9'*i 
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OVr Heav'ns high t<n»rs to font rtfiftUfs r $a*i 
Turning our Tortures into horrid Arms 
Agamfi the Torturer ; whin to moot the noife 
Of his almighty Engine bo Jball hear 
Infernal Thunder 9 and fir Lightning fee 
Black fire and horror Jbot libit h equal rage 
Among his Angels ; and his Throne it felf 
Mixt with Tartarean Sulphur 9 andftrange Fk$i 
His own invented Torments 

HIS preferring annihilation to (hame or mifcry; 
Is alio highly fuitable to his Character; as the comfort 
he draws from their difturbing the peace of Heaven, 
that if it be n6t Vidory it is Revenge, is a fentiment 
truly diabolical , and becoming the bittcmeis of this 
implacable Spirit. 

BELIAL is defcribed, in die firft book, as the 
Idol of the lewd and luxurious • He is in the fecond 
book , purfuant to that defcription , chara&erifed as 
timorous and flothful; and if we look into the fixth 
book , we find him celebrated in the Battel of Angels 
for nothing but that fcoffing fpeech which he makes 
to &*mt;, on their fuppofcd advantage oyer the Enemy. 
As his appearance is uniform ,and of a piece in thefe 
three feveral views , we rind his fentiments in the in- 
ferpal Affembly every way conformable to his charac- 
ter. Such are his apprehenHon of a fecond Battel, 
his horrors of annihilation , his preferring to be mi* 
ferable rather than not to be. I need not obfcrve, that 
the contraft of thought in this fpeech, and that which 
precedes it, gives an agreeable variety to the Debate. 

mammon's Charadcr is fo fully*drawn in the 
firft book , that the Poet adds nothing to it in the 
fecond. We were before told, that he was the firft 
who taught Mankind to ranfack the earth ; for Cold & 
Silver, &that he was the Architect of Pandatmnium , 
or the infernal Palace , where the evil Spirits were to 
meet in Council. His Speech in this book is every 

where 
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wfcere&itiWe tofodepraved t Chara&er. How proper 
is that reffe&ion , qf their being unable to tafte the 
happioefs of Heaven were they adually there, in the 
mouth of one , who while he was in Heaven is laid 
to have had his mind daxicd with the outward Pomps 
and Glories Qf the place , and to have been more 
intent on the riches of the pavement , than on the 
beatifick vifion. I ihall alfo leave the Reader to judge 
how agreeable the following Sentiments arc to th$ 
fame Chara&er. 

- - - This deep world II. lS%} 

Of darknefs do we dread? how eft amidft 
Thick clem and dark doth Heavns all-ruling Sin 
Chufe to refede, his glory unobfeured, 
And with the majejty of darknefs round 
Covers his throne; prom whence deep thunders rear 
Mufiring their rage, and Heavn refembles Hell* 
As £* our darknefs , cannot we his light 
imitate when we fleafe ? This defart foil 
Want i net her hidden lufire, Gems and Gold; 
Nor want we skill or art , from whence to raifi 
Magnificence, and what can Heavn Jbew moret 

BEELZEBUB, who is reckon'd the fecond fa 
dignity that fell , and is in the firft Book , the fecond 
that awakens out of the trance, & confers with Satan 
upon the fituation of their affairs , maintains his rank 
in the Book now before us . There is a wonderful 
Majeftydefcnbed in his riling up to fpeak. He ads as 
a kind of Moderator between the two oppofite par- 
ties, &prppofts a third undertaking, which the whole 
Affembly gives into. The motion he makes of de- 
taching one of their body in fearch of a new World 
is grounded upon a project devifed by Satan , & cur* 
forily propofed by him in the following lines of the 



firft Book. 
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Space may product new Worlds, whereof fi tif* 6j£ 
There went a feme in Heav'n, that he ere long 
Intended to create , and therein plant 
A generation , whom bis choice regard 
Should favour equal to the Sons of Heav'n I 
Thither , if but to pry , Jball he perhaps 
Our firfi eruption ,. tbitber or elfewherez 
For tbts infernal fit jball never hold 
Celeftial Spirits in bondage, nor tif dbyfs 
Long under darknefs cover . But thefe thought* 
, Full counfel mufi mature; 

IT is oir this projeA that Be elzebub groufcds -M| 
propofal • 

- - - What if We find II. 344.' 

Some eafier enterprise t There is a place 
( If ancient and prophetic fame in Heav'n 
Err not ) Another world , the happy feat 
Offome new race calVd Man, about this time. 
To be created like to us, though Ufs 
In poWer and excellence f but favoured more- 
Of htm who rules above ; fo was his will 
Pronouncd among the Gods , and by an oath ,' 
That Jbook Heavns whole circumference, confirmed. 

THE Reader may obferve how juft it was, not Mf 
emit in the firft Book the projed upon which the 
whole Poem turns : As alfo that the Prince of the 
fall'n Angels was the only proper j>erfon to give it 
birth , 6c that he next to him in dignity was the iitteft 
to fecond and fupport it. 

THERE is befides , I think , fomething wonder- 
fully beautiful , and very apt to aflfeA the Reader's 
imagination , in this antjent Prophecy or report in 
-Heaven, concerning the creation of Man. Nothing 
could ftiew more the dignity of the Spefcies , than this 
tradition which ran of them before their exigence. 
\Zhxif arereprefented to have been the talk of Heaven, 

before 
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fetfore they were created . Virgil, in compliment to 
&e Roman Common wealth , makes the Heroes of it 
appear in their ftate of pre-exiftence; but Milton does t 
far greater honour to Mankind in general, as he gives 
us a gliropfe of them even before they are in being. 

TH-E riling of this |reat Affembly is defchbed in 
a very fublime and poetical manner. 

Their rlfing all at once was as the found II. 476. 

Of thunder beard remote 

THE diverfions of the fallen Angels, with the par- 
ticular account of their place of habitation, are defcribed 
with great pregnancy of thought , and copibufnefs of 
invention. The diverfions are every way fuitable to 
beings who had nothing left them but flrength and 
knowledge mifapplied. Such are their contentions at' 
the race, and in feats of Arms, with their entertain- 
ment in the following lines. 

Others with vafi Typhaean rage more fell 539, 
Rend up both rocks and hills , and ride pfje air 
In whirlwind ; Hell fcarce holds the wild uproar . 

. THEIR mufick is employed in celebrating their 
»wn criminal exploits, 8c their difcourfe in founding 
the unfathomable depths of Fate, Free-will, & Fore- 
knowledge . 

THE fevdralcircumftances in the defcription of 
Hell ar,e finely imagined ; as the four Rivers which 
disgorge themfelves into the Sea of fire , the extrcams 
of cold arid heat, and the River of oblivion. The 
. monftrous animalsproduced in that infernal world are 
-reprefented by a fingle line, which gives us a more 
horrid idea of them , fhan a much longer defcription 
would have done. v 

- - - Nature breeds, 614, 

Perverfe , all monftrous , all prodigious things , 
Abominable , Inutterable , and worfe 
Than Fables yet have feign'd , or fear conceiv'd , 
Gorgpns, and Hydra's, and Chimeras dire. 
. D THIS 
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THIS Eptfode of die fallen Spirits , & their place 
of habitation , comes in very happily to unbend the 
mind of the Reader from its attention to the debate 
An ordinary Poet would indeed have fpunout fo many 
circumftances to a great length » and by that meat* 
have weakned , inftead of illuflratcd , die principal 
Fable. 

THE flight of Satan to die gates of Hdl is findy 
imaged. 

I have already declared my opinion of the Allegory 
concerning Sin and Death, which is however a very 
finished piece in its kind , when it is not confident! 
as a part of an. Epic Poem . The genealogy of the 
fcveral perfons is contrived with great delicacy. Sin a 
the daughter of Satan, & Death the offspring of S'm, 
The^ inceftuous mixture between Sin & Death produces 
thofe Mongers and Hellhounds which from time to 
time enter into their Mother, and tear the bowels of 
her who gave them birth . Thefe are the tenors of 
an evil confeience, & the proper fruits of Sin, which 
naturally rife from the apprehenfions of Death. This 
hit beautiful moral is, I 'think, clearly intimated in 
the fpeech of Sin ; where complaining of this to 
dreadful iffue, '(he adds, 

Before mine eyes in oppofition fits J 803. 

Grim Death thy Son and foe who fets them on, 
And we his parent would full foon devour 
Tor want of otfper prey , but that he knew* 
His end ivith mine involvd - - - 

I need not mention to the Reader the beautiful cir- 
cumftance in the laft part of this quotation. He wB 
likewifc obferve how naturally the three perfons con- 
cerned in this Allegory are tempted by one common 
intereft to enter into a confederacy together , &bow 
properly Sin is made the Poitrefs of Hell , and the 
only being that can open the gates to that World of 
Tortures. 

THB 



d by Google 



PARADISE LOST. jt 

THE defcriptive part of this Allegory is likewife 
-very ftrong , and full of fublime ideas. The figure of 
j>eatb , the Regal Crown upon his head , his menace 
of Satan , his advancing to the combat, the outcry at 
Bis birth , are circumftances too noble to be paft over 
in filence , fcextreamly fuitable to this King of Terrors. 
I need not mention the juftnefs of thought which is 
obferved in the generation of ftiefe feveral fymbolical 
Fcrfons , that sin was produced upon the nrft revolt 
of Satan, that Death appeared foon after he was caft 
into Hell , and that tne terrors of confeience were 
conceived at the gate of this place of torments. 
The Dcfcription of the Gates is very poetical, as the 
opening of them is lull of Milton* % Ipirit • 

- - - OK a fudden oftn fl* I L 87^ 

With impetuous recoil and jarring found 
Tb' infernal doors , and on their hinges grate 
Harfh thunder , that the lovoeft bottom fbook 
Of Erebus. She operid, but to fbut 
Excelled her power ; the gates wide open flood , 
That "With extended wings a banner* d hoft 
Under fpread enfiens marching might pafs through 
With horfe and chariot* rank'd in loofe array ; 
So wife they food , and like a furnace mouth 
Caft forth redounding finoak and ruddy flame . 

IN Satan's Voyage through the Chaos there are 
feveral imaginary Perfons defcribed,as refiding in that 
immenfe w afte of Matter. This may perhaps be con- 
foanaWc to the tafteof thofe Criticks who are pleated 
with nothing in a Poet which has not life 6c manners 
afoibed to it; but for my own part, I am pleafed 
moft with thofe pailages in this dcfcription which carry 
in them a greater meafurfe of probability , & arc Aich 
as might poffibly have happened. Of this kind is his 
Ml mounting in the fmoak , that riles from the in- 
ternal Pit, his falling into a cloud of nitre, and the 
Hke combuftiWe materials, that by their expiofion ft HI 

J» 1 hur«. 
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hurried him forward in his voyage ; his fprinjpng 
upward like a piramid of fire , with his laborious 
paffage through that confufion of elements , which 
the Poet calls 

The womb of Nature and perhaps her grave . 911; 

THE glimmering light which foot into the Chm 
from the utmoft verge of the creation, with the diftaflt 
difcovery of the Earrh that hung ctofe by the Moon f 
are wonderfully beautiful and poetical . 



Spectator, N°* 3 i f . 

Nee Dear inter fit , nifi digitus vifidke nodus 

Incident - - - Hor. 

ZJORACE advifes a Poet to confider thoroughly 
* l the nature and force of his genius. Milton feenrf 
to have known perfectly well wherein his ftrengtk 
lay , and has therefore chofen a fubjeA entirely con- 
formable to thofe talents , of which he was mafia. 
As his genius was wonderfully turned to the fubhmc> 
his fubjett is the noblcft that could have entered into 
the thoughts of Man. Every thing that is truly great 
and aftonilhing, has a place in it. The whole fyftemc 
of the intellectual world; xhcChaot, & the Creation; 
Heaven, Earth and Hell, enter into the conflitution 
of his Poem . 

HAVING in the firft&fecond Book reprefemed 
the infernal world with all its horrours , the thread of 
his Fable naturally leads him into the oppofite regions 
of bHfs and glory. 

I F Milton's majefty forfakes him any where, it i$ 
in thofe parts of his Poem , where the Divine Perfoas 
are introduced as fpeakers. One may, I think, obferve 
that the Author proceeds with a kind of fear and 
trembling > whilft he defcribes the fentuneats of the Al- 

mi&hty. 
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tnigtoty. He dares not give his imagination its full 
play, but chufes to confine himfelf to fuch thoughts 
as are drawn from the books of the moft orthodox 
Divines, and to fuch expreffions as may be met with 
in Scripture. The beauties, therefore, which we are 
to look for in thefe fpeeches , are not of a poetical 
nature, nor fo proper to fill the mind whhfentiments 
of grandeur, as with thoughts of devotion. The paf- 
fions , which they are defigned to raife , are a divine 
love and religious fear. The particular beauty of the 
fpeeches in the third Book , con lifts in that mortnefs 
& perfpicuity of ftile, in which the Poet has couched 
the greateft Myftcries of Chriftianity , & drawn toge- 
ther, in a regular fcheme, the whole difpenfation of 
Providence, with refped to Man. He has reprefented 
all the abftrufe do&rines of Predeftination , Free- Will 
and Grace , as alfo the great points of Incarnation 8c 
Redemption , (which naturally grow up in a Poem 
that treats of the Fall of Man,) with great energy of 
ex predion , and in a clearer and ftronger light than I 
ever met with in any other Writer. As theie points 
are dry in themfeives to the generality of Readers, 
the concife and clear manner in which he has treated 
them is very much to be admired, as is likewife that 
particular art which he has made ufe of, in tht in- 
terfperfing of all thofc Graces of Poetry , which the 
fubjed was capable of receiving . 

-THE furvey of the whole Creation , & of every 
thing that is tranfatfted in it , is a profped worthy of 
Omnifcience; & as much above that, in which Virgil 
has drawn his Jupiter , as the Chriftian idea of the 
Supream Being is more rational and fublime than that 
of the Heathens. The particular objefts on which he 
is defcribed to have caft his eye , are reprefented in 
the moft beautiful and lively manner. 

Now had th* Almighty Father from ahoviy IIL 56. 
Xrom tbi pur* Emynan ivhon ht fits 
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High thread above all bright ,- $#»* down his eya ; 

Hw *uj» w<?r*J *»** /£**r wrfo at once to view. 

About him all the Sanctities of Heavn 

Stood thick at ftars, and from his fight recervd 

Beatitude pafi utterance ; On hit right 

The radiant Image of his Glory fat , 

Hit only Son; On Earth he firfi beheld 

Our two firfi Parents , yet we only twa 

Of Mankind , in the happy Garden placd 9 

Reaping immortal fruits of joy and love, 

Uninterrupted joy » unrhala love* 

In blisful foUtude ; A* then furveyd 

Bell and the gulf between , nut Satan tbera 

Coafiing the wall of Heavn on this fide Night 

In the dun air fublime, and ready now 

To ftoop with wearied wings and willing fioi • 

On the bare out fide of this world , that found 

Firm land inbofomd without firmament , 

Uncertain which , in ocean or in sir. 

Him God beholding from his profpeti high , 

Wherein paft, pre/ent, future he beholds 9 

Thus to his only ton fortfeeing [fake. 

SATAtJ's approach to the confines of the Creation, 
is finely imaged in the beginning of the fpeech, which 
immediately follows . Tne efteds of this fpeech in 
the blefled Spirits , and in the divine Perfan to whom 
it was addreffed* cannot but fill the mind of the Reader 
With a fecret pleafure and complacency. 

Thus while God fpako , ambrofial fragrance filtd 13$. 

All Heav'n, and in the blefled Spirits elah 

Stnfe of now joy ineffable diffused / 

Beyond compare the Son of God wat feen 

Moft glorious ; in him all hit Father Jbem 

SubfiantiaUy exprefsd, and in hit face 

&vme compaffion vifibly afpear'd, 

elm without tnd, and Without nuafurt yon. 

Inctd 
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' I need not point out the beauty of that drcumftance, 
wherein the whole Hoft of Angels are reprefented at 
(landing mute ; nor fhow how proper the occafioa 
was to produce fuch a filence in Heaven. The dofe 
of this divine colloquy, with the hymn of Angels that 
follows upon it , are fo wonderfully beautiful and 
poetical, that I ftiould not forbear inferring the whole 
paffage , if the bounds of my paper would give me 
leave. 

tio fopner had t& Almighty ctas'd, ItH all 344. 
The multitudes of Angels with 4 Jbdut , 
Loud as from numbers without number , fiveef 
jis from blifi voices uttering joy , "Htav'n runt 
With jubilee, and loud hofannd* fit I'd 
lb* eternal regions', &c. &c. 

SATA N's walk upon the outfide of the Univerfe* 
which , at a diftance appeared to him of a globular 
form , but, upon his hearer approach ti looked like an 
unbounded plain , is natural & noble. As his roaming 
upon the frontiers of the creation, between that mats 
of matter , which was wrought into a World , & that 
lhapelefs unformed heap of materials , which ftill lay 
in chaos and confufion , ftrikes the imagination with 
fomething aftoniihingly great and wild. I have beforfc 
fpoken of the Limbo of Vanity , which the Poet places 
upon this outermoft furface of the Univerfe, & ihall 
here explain my felf more at large on that , & othet 
parts of the Poem, which are of the fame ihadowy, 
nature. 

A B. 1 S TO Tt E obferves , that the Fable of an Epic 
poem (hould abound in circumftances that are both 
credible and aftonifhing; or, as the Trench Criticks 
chufc to phrafe it, the Fable ihould be filled with the 
Probable and the Marvellous . This rule is as fine and 
jnft as any in Ariftotles whole Art of Poetry. 

IF the Fable is only probable, it differs nothing 
from a true Hiftory j if it is only marvdlaus, it is no 

D 4 better 
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better than a Romance. The great fecret therefore 
of Heroick Poetry, is to relate fuch circumflanccs f 
as may produce in the Reader at the fame time both 
belief and aftonifhment. This is brought to pals in a 
well chofen Fable, by the. account of fuch things as have 
really happened according to the received opinions of 
Mankind. Milton % Fable is a mafter-piece of this na- 
ture ; as the War in Heaven » the condition of the 
. fallen Angels, the State of Innocence, the temptation 
of the Serpent, & the Fall of Man , though the? are 
very aftonifhing in themfclYcs, are not only credible, 
but a&ual points of faith . 

THE next method of reconciling miracles with 
credibility, is by a happy invention of the Poet; as 
in particular, when he introduces agents of a fitperior 
nature, who are capable of effe&ing what is wonder- 
ful, and what is not to be met with in the ordinal? 
courfe of things, ulyjfes's (hip being turn'd into a rock, 
and JEncAis Fleet into a ftioal of Water -Nymphs, 
though they are very furprifing accidents , are never- 
theless probable , when we are told that they were 
the Gods who thus transformed them. It is this kind 
of machinery which fills the Poems both of Homtr 6c 
Virgil with fuch eircumtfances as arc wonderful, but 
not impoi!ible,&fo frequently produce in the Reader 
the moll pleafing paffion that can rife in the mind of 
Man , which is admiration. If there be any inftince 
in the JBntid liable to exception upon this account, 
it is in the beginning of the third Book , where JEntAs 
is reprefented as tearing up the Myrtle that dropped 
ilood. To qualifie this wonderful circumftancc, Poly- 
dorm tells a ilory from the root of the Myrtle , that 
the barbarous Inhabitants of the country having pierced 
Jiim with fpears and arrows s the wood which was 
left in his body took root in his wounds, and gave 
Wth to that bleeding tree . This circumftancc fecms 
,to have the marvellous without the probable, becaufe 
reprefented as proceeding from natural cauies, 

without 
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without the interpofnion of any God, or rather fuper- 
natural power capable of producing it : The fpears & 
arrows grow of tnemfefres, without fo much as the 
modern help of an enchantment. If we look into the 
fidion of Milton's Fable, though we find it full of 
furpnfing incidents, they are generally Anted to our 
notions of the things and perfons defcribed , & tem- 
pered with a due meafure of probability. I mult only 
make an exception to the Limbo of Vanity , with his 
Epifode of Sin and Deatio , and fome of the imaginary 
Perfons in his Chaos. Thefe pafTages are afloniftiing, 
but not credible ; the Reader cannot fo far impofe 
upon himfelf as to fee a poiiibility in them ; they are 
the defcription of dreams and ihadows , not of things 
or perfons. I know that many Criticks look upon 
the ftories of Circo , Polypheme* the Sirens, nay the 
whqle Odiffty and Iliad to be allegories; but allowing 
this to be true , they are Fables , which confidering 
the opinions of Mankind. that prevailed in the age of 
the Poets, might poffibly have been according to the 
letter. The perfons arefuchas might have aded what 
k afcribed to them, as the circumilances , in which 
they are reprefented , might poflibly have been truths 
and realities. This appearance of probability is fo ab- 
folutely requifite in the greater kinds of Poetry , that 
ArifiotU obferves the ancient Tragick Writers made 
ufe of the names of fuch great Men as had actually 
lived hi the world , tho' the Tragedy proceeded upon 
adventures they were never engaged in , on purpofe 
to make the fubjc&more credible. In a word,befides 
the hidden meaning of an Epic Allegory , the plain 
literal fenfe ought to appear probable. The Story 
ihould be fuch as an ordinary Reader ma^ acquiefce in, 
whatever natural , moral , or political truth may be 
difcovered in it by men of greater penetration . 

SA TA N after having long wandred upon the fur- 
face, or outmoft wall of the Univerfe, difcovers at 
kit a wide gap in it, which led into the Creation, 
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and is defcribed as the opening through which the 
Angels pafs to and fro into the lower world, upon 
their errands to Mankind. His fitting upon the brink 
of this paffage,and taking a furvey of the whole face 
of Nature, that appeared to him new and frefti in all 
its beauties , with the Simile illuftrating this circura- 
ftance, fills the mind of the Reader witn as furprifing 
and glorioiis an idea as any that arifes in the whole 
Poem. He looks down into that vaft hollow of the 
Univerfe with the eye, or (as Milton calls it in his 
firft Book) with the kenn of an Angel. He fiirveys 
all the wonders in this immenfe Amphitheatre that lye 
between both the poles of Heaven , and takes in at 
one view the whole round of the Creation . 

HIS flight between the feveral Worlds that fhined 
en every fide of him , with the particular defcription 
of the Sun t are fet forth in all the wantonnefs of a 
luxuriant Imagination. His (hape, fpeech and beha- 
viour upon his transforming himfelf into an Angel of 
light, are touched with exquifite beauty. The Poet's 
thought of directing Satan to the Sun , which in the 
▼uigar opinion of Mankind is the moft confpicuous 
part of the Creation , and the placing in it an Angel , 
is a circnmftance very finely contrived , and the more 
adjufted to a poetical probability , as it was a received 
do&rine among the moft famous Philofophcrs , that 
every Orb had its Intelligence ; and as an Apoftie in 
facred Writ is faid to have feen fuch an Angel in the 
5" n ' . r j ttle anfwer which this Angel returns to the 
disguifcd Evil Spirit, there is fuch a becoming Majefty 
as is altogether fuitable to a fupcrior being. The part 
or it m which he reprefents himfelf as prefent at the 
Z^V 1S y c *y nob * e in it felf , & not only proper 
uiZ-Ll $ l " trod ««d, but requifite to prepare the 
Readei for what follows in thefeventh Bbok . 
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Cotsfkfion hoard his v**c$, and wild uproar 
Stood ruldy ftoo£ vafl infinitudo confind; 
Till at his fecond bidding darknefs pod , 
Light fhon % &c. 

I N the following part of the fpeech he points out 
die Earth with fuch circumftances , that the Reader 
can fcarce forbear fancying himfclf employed on the 
fame diftant view of it. 

took downward on tbo Globe whofe hither fide 712, 
With light from hence, tho' but reflefiod, Jbrnes; 
That place is Earth, the feat of Man 9 that light 
His day, &c. 

I muft not conclude my refie&ions upon this third 
Book of Paradifo Loft , without taking notice or that 
celebrated complaint of Milton with which it opens, 
and which certainly defervcs all the praifes that have 
been given it; tho' as I have before hinted, it may 
rather be looked upon as an excrefcence, than as an 
effential part of the Poem . The fame obfervation 
might be applied to. that beautiful digrcffion uponHy- 
pocrifie , in the fame Book, v. 683. &c. 



Spectator, N°- 3*1. 

Ktcfatis oft pukhra ejfe poemata , dnkia funto. Hor. 

THOSE, who know how many volumes have 
been written on the Poems of Homtr & Virgil , 
will eaffly pardon the length of my difcourfe upon 
Milton. The Paradifo Loft is looked upon, by the beft 
Judges , as the greateft produ&ion , or at lead the 
Siobleft: work of genius , in our language $ and there* 
fore deferves to be fet before an Englijh Reader in its 
fell beauty. Fpr this reafon , tho' I have endeavoured 

to 
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to give a general idea of its graces & iraperfeflions 
in my fix nrft papers , I thought my felf obliged to 
beftow one upon every book in particular. The three 
firft Books 1 have already difpatched , and am now 
entring upon the fourth. I need not acquaint ray 
Reader , that there are multitudes of beauties in this 

freat Author , efpecially in the defcriptive parts of his 
oem, which I have not touched upon; it being my 
intention to point out thofe only, which appear to 
me the moft exquilite , or thole which are not fo 
obvious to ordinary Readers. Everyone that has read 
the Criticks, who have written upon the Odi{fy % the 
Iliad, and the JEnitd % knows very well , that though 
they agree in their opinions of the great beauties in 
thofe Poems , they have neverthelefs each of them 
difcovered feveral mafter-ftrokes , which have efcaped 
the ohfervation of the reft. In the fame manner, 
I qucftion not, but any writer, who (hall treat on this 
fuhjed after me , may find feveral beauties in Milton , 
which 1 have not taken notice of. I muft likewife 
obferve, that as the greateft Matters ot critical learning 
differ among one another, as to fome particular points 
in an Epic Poem , I have not bound my felf fcrupu- 
loufly to the rules which any one of them has laid 
down upon that Art, but have taken the liberty ibwv 
times to join with one, & fomerimes with another, 
and fometimes to differ from all of them, when I 
have thought tAat the reafoa of the thing was on my 
fidt. 

W E may confidetsthe Beauties of the fourth Book 
under three heads . In the firft are thofe Pidures of 
fHll-life, which we meet with in the defcriptions of 
Eden, Paradife* J dam's bower, crc. In the next are 
the Machines, which comprehend the fpeeches and 
behaviour of f he good and bad Angels. In the laft is 
the.condudfc of Adam and Eve y who are the principal 
•Actors in the Poem . 

IN 
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I N the dcfcriptiaa of Paradife , the Poet has ob- 
served ^r*/?*fk*s rule of lavifhing ail the ornaments of 
didtion on the weak unadive parts of the Fable, which 
are not fupported by the beauty of fentiments and 
chara&ers. Accordingly the Reader may obferve, 
that the expreijiona are more florid and elaborate in 
thefe descriptions , than in moil other parts of the 
Poem. I muft further add , that tho* die drawings of 
Gardens, Rivers, Rainbows, and the like dead pieces 
of Nature , are juftly cenfured in an heroic Poem, 
when they run out into an unneceffary length ; the 
Defcription of Paradife .would have been faulty, had 
not the Poet been very particular in it , not only as 
it is the fcene of the principal adion , but as it is 
requifite to give us an idea of that happinefs from 
which ouriirft Parents fell. Trie plan of it is wonder- 
fully beautifull , and formed upon the ihort sketch 
which we have of it, in Holy Writ. Milton's exuberance 
of imagination has poured forth fuch a redundancy of 
ornaments on this feat of happinefs and innocence , 
that it would be endlefs to point out each particular. 

I muft not quit this head, without further obferving, 
that there is fcarce a fpeech of Adam or Eve in the 
whole Poem , wherein the fentiments and alrufions 
are not taken from this their delightful habitation • 
-The Reader, during their whole courfe of adlion, 
always finds himfelf in the walks of Paradife. In Ihort, 
as the Criticks have remarked , that in thofe Poems, 
wherein Shepherds are A&ors , the thoughts ought 
always to take a tin&ure from the woods, fields and 
rivers ; fo we may obferve, that our firft Parents feldom 
lofe fight of their happy itation in any thing they fp.eak 
or do ; &,if the Reader will give me leave to ufe the 
expreflion, that their thoughts are always paradtfiacal. 

WE are in the next place to confider the Machines 
of the fourth Book. Satan being now within profpedt 
of Eden , and looking round upon the glories of the 
Creation, is filled with f^timents different from tbofe 

which 
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which he difcovered whiJft he was inHelL Tbe plaee 
infpires him with thoughts more adapted to it t He re* 
flc&s upon the happy condition from whence he fell, 
and breaks forth into a fpeech that is- fbftned with 
Several tranfient touches of remorfe &fdf-accufationi 
Bnt at length, he confirms himfelf in impenitence, 
ind in his defign of drawing Men into his own ftatt 
of guilt 8c mifery- This conflift of Paffions is raffed 
with a great deal of art, as the opening of his fpeech 
to the Sun is very bold and noble, 

O thou that with furpajpng glory croton'd 3*.* 
Look'fi from thy file dominion like the God 
Of this new VJorld, at who fo fight all the fiars 
Bide their diminijb'd heads , to, thee I call 
"But with no friendly voice , and add thy name 

Sun , to tell thee how I hate thy beams 
That bring to my remembrance from what fata 

1 fell, how glorious once above thy fphere. 

THIS fpeech is, I think, the fineft that isaicribed 
to Satan in the whole Poem . The Evil Spirit after- 
wards proceeds to make hisdifcoveries concerning our 
firft Parents , and to learn after what manner they 
may be beft attacked. His bounding over the walls of 
Paradifi; his fitting intheftiape of a Cormorant upon 
the tree of Life, which flood in the center of it; 
and over -topped all the other trees of the garden; 
his alighting among the herd of animate, which are 
fo beautifully represented as playing about Adam and 
Eve; together with his transforming himfelf into dif- 
ferent fhapes, in order to hear their conversion; are 
, circuroftences that. give an agreeable furprjze to the 
Reader, and are devifed with great art, to conned 
that feries of adventures in which the Poet ha* en- 
gaged this great Artificer of fraud. ' 

THE thought, of Satan s transformation into a 
Cormorant, and placing himfelf on the tree of Life, 
feems raifed upon t&at paflage in the ifoi, where two 

Deities 
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Deities art defctibed , as perching on the top of an 
Oak in the fiiapc of VuUurs. 

HIS planting himfelf at the ear of Eve under die 
form of a Toad, in order to produce vain dreams 8e 
imaginations , is a circumftance of the fame nature; 
as his damns up in his own form is wonderfully fine, 
both in the literal defcription, & in the moral which 
is concealed under it . His anfwer upon his being 
difcovered , & demanded to give an account of him- 
felf , is conformable to the pride and intrepidity of 
his Character. 

Know ye not then f faid Satan, filTd with /corn f 817} 
' Know ye net Mat ye knew me one* no Mate 
For tt*» there fitting where you durft not fear y 
Not to know me argues yonr-felves unknown, 
The Uwefl of your throng ; 

ZEPHON's rebuke > with the influence it had on 
Satan , is eiquifitely graceful 6c moral. Satan is after- 
wards led awav to Gabriel, the chief of the guardian 
Angels > who kept watch in Paradife. His disdainful 
behaviour on this occafion is fo remarkable a beauty, 
that the moft ordinary Reader cannot but take notice 
of it. Gabriel** discovering his approach at a diftance, 
is drawn with great ftrcngih and livelinefc of ima- 
gination. 

O Friends , 1 hear the tread of nimble feet 266* 
Haffning this way t and now by gimps diftern 
Ithuriel and Zephon through the Jbade; 
And ivith them comes a third of regal fort 9 
But failed fblendor wan; who by his gait 
And fierte demeanor feems the Prince of Hell, 
Not likely to fart hence without conteft; 
Stand finn > for in his look defiance lours. 

THE conference between Gabriel & Satan abounds 
with fentiraents proper for the occafion, and fuitable 
k> the peifoos of die two Speakers* Satan $ doathing 

himfctf 
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himfelf with terror, when he prepares for die combat; 
is truly fublime , and at leaf); equal to Hoener's defcrip* 
tion of Difcord celebrated by Lmginus , or to that of 
Fame in Virgil , who are both reprefented with thefr 
feet ftanding upon the Earth, & their heads reaching 
above the clouds. 

While thus he [pake, th' Angelic fquadron bright 97 7 J 
Turn* d fiery red, Jbarpning in mooned horns. 
Their phalanx , and began to hem him round 
With farted [pears , &c. 

- « - On th' other fide , Satan alarm d % 985; 

< ; Collecting all his might dilated flood 
Like Teneriff or Atlas unremovd. 
Bis^fiuture reactid the sky , and on his ereft 
Sat hprrour plumd\ 

I mud here take notice, that Milton is every where 
#ulF of hints, and fotnetimes literal tranflations," taken 
from the greateft of the Greek and Latin Poets. But 
this I may refcrve for a difcourfe by it felf, becaufe 
I would not break the thread of tnefe fpeculatioos, 
that are defigned for Englijb Readers, with fuch re- 
fle&ions as would be of no ufe but to the Learned. 

I muft however obferve in thi$ place , that the 
breaking off the combat between Gabriel and Satan f 
by the hanging out of the golden fcales in Heaven, 
is a refinement upon Homers thought , who tcHs us, 
that before the battle between Heclor and Achilles , 
Jupiter , weighed the event of it in a pair of fcales. 
The Reader may fee the whole paffage in the nd Iliad* 

virxsil, before the laft decifive combat, describes 
Jupiter in the fame manner, as weighing the fates of 
Turnus ai^d Mneas . Milton , though he fetched this 
beautiful circumftance from the l/wiand JEneid,&otz 
not only infert it as a poetical embellilhment , like 
the. Authors above -mentioned; but makes an artful 
ufe of itior the proper Carrying on of his fable , and 
for \kt baking off 4he cpmbat between the two 
/ Wsuf- 
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^Warjiors , who were upon the point of engaging* 
*To this we may further add, that Milton is the more . 
juftified in this paffage, as we find the fame noble 
Allegory in Holy writ , where a wicked Prince , 
foine few hours before he was affaulted and (lain , h 
faid to have been weigh' d in the fcalet t and to bdve 
teen found wanting. Dan. V. 17. 

I muft here take notice under the head of the 
Machines, that UrieTs gliding down to the Earth upon 
a Sun -beam , with the Poet's device to make him 
Refund, as well in his return to the Sun, as in his 
coming from it . is a prcttinefs that might have teen 
admired in a little fanciful Poet, but fecms below the 
genius of Milton . The defcription of the Hoft of 
armed Angels Walking their nightly round in Paradife, 
is of another fpirit ; 

So faying, on he led bis radiant files , 797. 

DazMng the 'Moon j 

as that account of the hymn* * which our firft Parents 
uled to hear them (ing in thefe their midnight-walks, 
is altogether divine, and inexpreffcbly amuhng to the 
iofagination . 

WE are, in the laft place, to confidcr the parts 
which Adam and Eve aft in the fourth Book . The 
defcription of them as they firft appeared to Satan , 
is cXquffitely drawn , and fufficient to mahre the fallen 
Angel gaze upon them with all that aftonifhment, 6c 
, thole emotions of envy , in which he is reprefented. 

Two of far nobler Jbape ere& and tall, 288, 

God-like .erett , with native honour clad 
In naked majefty feemd lords of all, 
4ud worthy feemd , for in their looks divine 
The image of their glomus maker fhone , 
Truth, wifdom, fanclitude fever e and pure; 
Severe , hut in true filial freedom placd : 
For contemplation ho and valour form d 9 

E tot 
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For foftnefs Jbe and fweet attractive grace} 
He for God only , Jbe fir God in him : 
His fair large front, and eye (Mime declari 
Abfolute rule ; and Hyacinthin locks 
"Round from bis parted forelock manly hung 
Cluftring , but not beneath his /boulders broad 9 , 
She as a vail down to her /lender wafte 
Her unadorned golden trejfes wore 
Dis-jbevel 'd , but in wanton ringlets wav'd. 
So pafs'd they naked on, norjbun'd the fight 
Of God or Angel, for they thought no ill: 
So hand in hand they pafs d, the loveliefi fair 
That ever fence in loves embraces, met. 

THERE is a fine fpirit of Poetry in the lines 
•which follow , wherein they are defenbed as fitting 
on a bed of flowers by the fide of a fountain , amidft 
a mixed affembly of animals. 

THE fpeeches of thefe two firft Lovers flow equally 
from paffion & fincerity. The profeffions they make 
to one another are full of warmth ; but at the fame 
time founded on truth. In a word, they are the 
Gallantries of Paradife. 

- - - When Adam firft of Men 

Sole partner and fote part of all thefe joys 411; 

Dearer thy felf than all; » - - 

JBut let us ever pralfe him , and extol 436. 

His bounty , following our delightful task, 

To prune thefe growing plants , and tend thefe fiowtr$ % 

Which were it toilfome , yet with thee Were fweet. 

To whom thus Eve reply d, O thou for whom 

l And from whom I was formd , fie/b ofthyfejb. 

And without whom am to no end , my gum 

And head, what thou haft fold is juft and right* 

Tor we to him indeed all praifes owe, 

And daily thanks, I chiefly who enjoy 

So far the happier lot , enjoying thee • 

Preeminent by fo much odds , while thou 

%ike confort U thy felf eanfi no where find, &c. 
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THfi remaining part of Eve's Speech , in which (he 
gives an account of her felf upon her firft creation , 
and the manner in which (he was brought to Adam , 
is I think as beautiful a pafiage as any in Milton , or 
perhaps in any other Poet whatsoever. Thefe paflfages 
are all worked off with fo much art , that they are 
capable of pleating the mod delicate Reader, without 
offending tne moft fevere. 

That day I oft remember, when from jleep , &c. 449. 

A Poet of lefs judgment and invention than this 
great Author, would have found it very difficult to 
have filled thefe tender parts of the Poem with fenti- 
ments proper for a flate of Innocence; to have dc* 
fcribed the waxmth of love, & the profeffions of it, 
without artifice or hyperbole; to have made the Marl 
fpeak the mod endearing things, without defcending 
from his natural dignity, and the Woman receiving 
them without departing from the modefty of her cha- 
racter; in a word, to adjuft the prerogatives of wtfdom 
and beauty , and make each appear to the other in its 
proper force & lovelinefs. This mutual fubordination 
of the two fexes is wonderfully kept up in the whole 
Poem , as particularly in the fpeech of Eve i have 
before-mentioned , and upon the conclufion of it in 
the following Lines; 

So [fake our general mother , and with eyes 491, 
Of conjugal attraction unreprovd , 
And meek furrender , half embracing hand . 
On our firfl father ; half her fwelling Ireaft 
Naked' met his under the flowing gold 
Of her looft, trejfes hid ; be in delight 
Both of her beauty and fubmijfive charms 
Bmil'd with fuperior love, ' - * * 

THE Poet adds, that the Devil turned Away with 
envy at the fight of fo much happinftfs . 

Ez - WE 
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WE have another view of our firft Parents in thdr 
evening difcourfes, which is full of pleafiog images, * 
&fentiments fuitable to their condition & character*. , 
The fpeech of Ev* , in particular , is drcfled up in 
ftch a foft and natural turn of words and fentiments, 
as cannot be fufficiently admired. 

I (hall clofe my Reflections upon this Book, with 
obferving the mafterly tranfition which the Poet makes ♦ 
to their evening worihip , in the following lines • 

Thus at their fkadie lodge arrivd, both flood, 7*0. 
Both titrnd, and under open sky adord 
The God that made both shy , air f earth and htavn 
Which they beheld , tile Moons reff Undent globe 9 
And ftarry pole : Thou alfo mad'ft the night , 
Maker omnipotent, and thou the day, c^c. 

MOST of the modern heroic Poets have imitated 
the Ancients, in beginning a fpeech without premifrog, 
that the perfon faid thus or thus : but as it is eafie to 
imitate the Ancients in the omiflion of two or three 
words, it requires judgment to do it in fuch a manner 
as they (hall not be miffed, and that the fpeech may 
begin naturally without them. There is a fineinftance 
of this kind out of Homer , in the twenty third chapter 
of Lonpnus . 



Spectator, N°« 327. 
- - - Major rerum m'thi nafdtur or do. Virg. 

WE were told in the foregoing Book how tho 
Evil Spirit prafiifed upon Eve as (he lay afleep, 
in order to jnfpire her with thoughts of vanity , pride 
and ambition. .The Author, who (hews a wonderful 
art throughout his whole Poem , in preparing the 
Reader for the feveral occurrences that arifc in k» 
founds upon the above mcauoa'd circumftancc the Srk 

part 



d by Google 



PARADISE LOST, 69 

part of the fifth Book. Adam upon his awaking finds 
Eve ftill afleep , with an unufual difcompofure in her 
looks. The pofture in which he regards her,is defcribed 
'with a tendernefs not to be exprefs'd, as the whifper 
with which he awakens her is the fofteft that ever 
was conveyed to a Lover's ear. 

His wonder was to find univakerid Eve , V. 9. 
With trifles difcomposd, and glowing cheek 
As through unquiet reft : he on his fide 
Leaning halfraitd , with looks of cordial love 
Using over her enamour d % and beheld 
'Beauty which, whether waking or afleep, * 
Shot forth peculiar graces ; then with voice 
Mild, as when Zephyrus on FJora breathes, 
Jier hand [oft touching , whifper % d thus : Awajte 
My fait 'eft , my efpous'd, toy lateft found, • 

Heavins. lafi btft gift , my ever new delight t 
Awake: the morning fbines, and the frejb field 
Galls us, we lofe the prime to mark how ff ring 
Our tended plants , how blows the Citron grove , 
What drops the Myrrbe , and what the balmie Reed 5 
How Nature Paints her colours ; how the Bee 
Sits on the bloom , extracting liquid fweet % 
Such whifpering waVd her , but with, ftartled eye 
On Adam, whom embracing, thus Jhe fpake m 

file in whom my thoughts find all repofi t 
My glory , my peifeclion , glad I fee 

Thy face , and morn return d 

1 cannot but take notice that Milton % in the confe- 
rences between Adam and Eve,- had his eye very fre- 
quently upon the book of Canticles, in which there it 
a noble fpirit of eaftem poetry, & very often not unlike 
what we meet with in Homer ,who is generally placed 
near the Age of Solomon. I think there is no queftion 
but the Poet in the preceding fpcech remembered thofic 
two paffages which are fpoken on the like occafion, 
and fill'd with the fame pleating images of Nature . 

Ej MX 
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M Y beloved /pake , and faid unto me, Rife uf y my lovo\ 
my fair ont , c come away ; For, lo, the winter is paft , 
the rain is over &gone; ti^e flowers appear on the earth ; 
the time of the Ringing of birds is come , and the voice of 
the Turtle is heard in our Land. The fig-tree putteth forth 
her green figs , and tie vines with the tender grape give a 
good fmell. Arife, my \ove % my fair one,?? come away, 
Cant. I L 10. 

COME, my beloved, let Ut go forth into the fields 
let ttsget tip early to the Vineyards , let us fee if the Vim 
fourijh , whether the tender Grape appear 9 ty the Pom* 
granates bud forth* Cant. VII. n. 

HIS preferring the Garden of Eden to that! 

- - - Where the Sapient King IX. 44L 

Held dalliance with his fair Egyptian Spoufe, 

(hews that the Poet had this delightful fcene in bis 
mind. 

E VE 's Dream is full of thofe high conceits engendering 
pride ,. which, we are told, the Devil endeavoured to 
inftill into her . Of this kind is that part of it where 
fhe fancies herfclf awaken'd by Adam in the following 
beautiful lines. 

Wby Jleepft thou Eve? now is the pleafam timt % 38* 
The cool, the ft lent , fave where filence yields 
To the night-warbling bird 9 that now awake 
Tunes fweeteft his love-labour d fong ; now reigns 
Tull orb'd the moon , and with more pleafing light 
Shadewy fets off the face of things : In vajn 
If none regard. Heav'n wakes with all bis eyes 
Whom to behold but thee 9 Nature's defire % 
In whofi fight all things joy f with ravifhme^t 
Attracted by thy beauty (till to gaze ! 

k A N injudicious Poet would have made Adam tall 

" * the whole work , in fuch fentiments as thcfe. 

flattery and falfehood are not the courtfhip of 

MiM$ 
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Hilton's Adam, and could not be heard hyEvt in he* 
State of Innocence , excepting only in a dream pro* 
duc'd on purpofe to taint her imagination. Other vain 
fentiments of the fame kind in this relation of he£ 
dream , will be obvious to every Reader. Tho* the 
cataftrophe of the Poem is finely prefaced on this oc-» 
cafion, the particulars of it are fo artfully ihadow'd,' 
that they do not anticipate the ftory which follows in 
the ninth Book. I (hall only add, that tho* theVifioi* 
it felf is founded upon truth, the circumftance* of it 
are full of that wildnefs and inconfiftency which ace 
natural ta • dream . Adam , conformable to his fu- 
perior character for wifdom , inftru&s and comforts 
Eve upon this occafion • 

So cbeard he bis fair Spoufe-, & Jbe wai char d 9 H0J 

But filcntly a gentle tear let fall 

Trom either eye , and wip'd them with her hair*, 

Two o tlier precious drops tl)at ready flood, 

Each in their chryjial fiuice , he e're they fell 

Kifs'd, as the gracious figns of fweet remorfi 

And pious awe, that feard to have offended. 

THE morning Hymn is written in imitation of 
bne of thofe Pialms , where , in the overflowings of 
gratitude and praife , the Pfalmift calls not only upon 
the Angels, but upon the mod confpicuous parts of 
the inanimate creation , to joyn with him in extolling 
their common Maker. Invocations of this nature fill 
the mind with glorious ideas of God's works , and 
awaken that divine enthufiafm , which is fo natural 
to devotion. But if this calling upon the dead parts 
of nature is at all times a proper kind of worfhip * it 
was in a particular manner fuitable to our firft Parents* 
who had the creation fr'cfh upon their minds , & had 
not fcen the various difpenfations of providence » nor 
confequently could be acquainted with thofe many, 
topicks of praife which might afford matter to the 
devotions of their posterity. I need not remark the 
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beautiful fpirit of Poetry, which runs through thk 
whole Hymn , nor the holintfs of that resolution 
with which it concludes . 

HAVING already mentioned thofe fpeeches 
which are afligned to the perfons in this Poem , I pro- 
ceed to thedefcription which the Poet gives of Rapbad. 
His departure from before the throne, and his flight 
thro' the choirs of Angels, is finely imaged. As Mitten 
every where fills his Poem with circumflances that are 
inaitelkras and aftoniftiing , he defcribes the Gate of 
Heaven as framed after fuch a manner, that it epen'd 
of it felf upon the approach of the Angel who was 
tp pafs through it., 

- - - 'till 4t the Gate 253. 

Of Heavn arrived, the Gate felf-open'd wide. 
On (olden hinges turning, as by work 
Divine tte fovereign Architect had framed. 

THE Poet here feems to have regarded two or 
three paflages in the i8th lliad % as that in particular, 
where, fpeaking of Vulcan, Homer fays, that he had 
inade twenty Tripodes running on golden wheels, 
which , upon occafion , might go of themfclves to the 
AfTembly of the Gods, &, when there was no mow 
ufe for them, return again after the fame manner. 
Staligtr has rallied Homer very feverely upon this point, 
as Mad. Dacier has endeavoured to defend it . I will 
not pretend to determine, whether in this particular 
' of Homer , the marvellous docs not lofe fight of the 
probable. As the miraculous workmanftrip of Milt on % 
Gates is not fo extraordinary as this of the Tripodes, 
fo I am perfuaded he would not have mentioned it, 
had not he been fupported in it by a paffage in die 
Scripture, which fpeaks of wheels in Heaven that had 
life in themt & moved of themfelves, or flood ftill, 
in copformity with the Cherubims, whom they ac- 
companied, £*r*,L ij.&c, • 

' ~~ THERE 
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, THERE is no queftion but Milton had this cir- 
cumftancc in his thoughts , becaufc in the following 
Book he defcribes the Chariot of the Mefliah with 
#w>f wheels, according to the plan in Ezskitft Vifion. 

- - - Forth rujb'd with whirlwind found VI. 749. 
The Chariot of Paternal Deity , 

Flajbing thick flames, wheel within wheel undrawn § 
It felf inflinft with Spirts 

I queftion not but Boflu, and the two Daeiers, who 
are for vindicating every thing that is cenfured in 
Homer , by fomething parallel in Holy Writ , would 
have r been very well pleafed had they thought of con- 
fronting Vulcan's Trifodes with Eztktefs Wheels. 

RAPHAEL'S defcent to the Earth, with the figure 
of his perfon, is reprefented in very lively colours. 
Several of the French , Italian , & Englifh Poets have 
given a loofe to their imaginations in the defcription 
of Angels ; but I do not remember to have met with 
any fo finely drawn, & fo conformable to the notions 
which are given of them in Scripture , as this in 
Milton. After having fet him forth in all his heavenly 
plumage , and reprefented him as alighting upon the 
Earth , the Poet concludes his defcription with a cir- 
cumftance, which is altogether new , and imagined 
Vith the greateft ftrength of fancy . 

- - -> Like Maia'j Son he flood 28$. 
And (hook his plumes , that hoav'nly fragrance fill'd 
The circuit wide * 7 * 

R A P HA EL's reception bv the Guardian Angels ; 
his paffing through the wilderneft of fweets ; hit 
diftant appearance to Adam , have all the graces that 
Poetry is capable of beftowing. The Author after* 
wards gives us a particular defcription of Eve in her 
doraeftick employments. 

E{ & 
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So faying , with diftatchful locks in bajU 331; 
She turns , <w» hofptable thoughts intent > 
What choice to chufi for delicacy left , 
What order , fo contrivd as not to mix 
Taftes , not well joyrid inelegant , but bring 
Tafte after tafte, upheld with kindlieft change; 
Beftirs her then, &c. 

T H O U G H in this , and other parts of the fame 
book, the fubjeft is only the houfewifry of our firft 
Parent, it is fet off with fo many pleating images & 
ftrong expreflions , as make it none of the leaft 
agreeable parts in this divine Work . 

THE natural Majefty of Adam f and at the fame 
time his fubmiffive behaviour to the Alperior being, 
who had vouehfafed to be his Gueft ; the folemn Bail 
which the Angel befto ws upon the mother of Mankind, 
with the figure of Eve miniftring at the table, arc cir- 
cumftances which deferve to be admired . 

RA PHAEL's behaviour is every way fuitable to 
ihe dignity of his nature , and to that chara&er of a 
fociable Spirit, with which the Author has fo judicioufly 
introduced him. He had received inftru&ions to con- 
. verfe with Adam, as one Friend con verfes with another, 
and to warn him of the Enemy , who was contriving 
his deftru&ion : Accordingly he is reprefentcd as fit- 
ting down at a table with Adam , and eating of the 
fruits of Paradife. The occafion naturally leads him 
to his difcourfc on the food of Angels. After having 
thus entered into converfation with Man upon niorc 
indifferent fubje#s, he warns him of his obedience, 
$nd makes a natural tranfition to the hiftory of that 
fallen. Angel , who was employed in the circumven- 
tion of our firft Parents . 

HAD I followed Monfieur Bojfus method, in my 
firft paper on Milton, I fhf>uld have dated the Adion 
of Paradife Loft from the beginning ot Raphael's fpeech 
ia this Booki as he fuppofcs the&<3ion of the^E*«tf 

t* 
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to begin in the fecond Book of that Poem. I could 
alledge many reafons for my drawing the Action of 
the JEntid rather from its immediate beginning in the 
firft Book , than from its remote beginning in the 
fecond, and fhew why I have confidercd the Jacking 
of Trey as an Epifode 9 according to the common ic* 
ceptation of that word. But as this would be a dry 
unentertaining piece of criticifm , and perhaps unne- 
ceflary to thofe who have read my firft paper, I (hall 
not enlarge upon it. Which ever of the notions be 
true, the unity of Milton's A&ion is preferred according 
to either of them; whether we confider the Fall of 
Man in its immediate beginning, as proceeding from 
the refolutions taken in the infernal Council ; or in in 
more remote beginning , as proceeding from the firft 
Revolt of the Angels in Heaven. The occafion which 
Milton affigns for this revolt, as it is founded on hints 
in Holy Writ, & on the opinion of fome great Writers t 
fo it was the mod proper that the Poet could have 
made ufc of. 

THE Revolt in Heaven is defcribed with great 
force of imagination , and a fine variety of circum- 
stances. The learned Reader cannot but be pieafed 
with the Poet's imitation of Horner in the lall of the 
following lines. 

At lengtl) into the limits of the north 755. 

They came , and Satan took his Royal feat 
High on a bill, far blazing, as a mount 
Rats' d on a mount , with pyramids and teivn 
from diamond' quarries hewn, and rocks of Gold * 
The Palace of great Lucifer, (fo call 
That ftruHure in the dialet\ of Men 
Interpreted) - - • 

HOMER mentions perfons and things, which he 
tells us in the language of the Gods are call'd by dif- 
ferent names from thofe they go by in the language of 
Me?). Miltm ha$ imitated him with his ufual judgment 



d by Google 



\9 NOTES UPON 

in this particular place, wherein he has likewife the 
authority of Scripture to juftify him . The part of 
Abdul f who was the only Spirit that in this infinite 
hod of Angels preferred his allegiance to his Maker, 
exhibits to us a noble moral of religious Angularity. 
The zeal of the Seraph breaks form in a becoming 
warmth of fentiments 6c expreffions., as the character 
which is given us of him denotes that generous fcora 
& intrepidity which attends heroic virtue. The Author 
doubtlefs defigned it as a pattern to thofe who live 
among mankind in their prefent date of degeneracy 
and corruption. 

So fpake the Strath Abdiel faithful found , S96, 

Among the faithlefs , faithful only he ; 

Among innumerable- falfe f unmevd % 

Vnfbaken> unfeduc*d f unterrifyd\ 

Bis loyalty he kept , bis love , his teal : 

Nor number, nor example with him wrought 

To fwerve from truth , or change his eonftant mind 

Though fingle . From amidfi tjoem forth be pafsd , 

Long way through boftile feom , which he fuftaind 

Superior , nor of violence feard ought ; 

And with retorted [corn his bach he turn A 

On thofe proud Tow'rs to fwift deftruftion dwmd. 



Spectator, N°- 333. 

• - - vocat in certamina Divos. Virg. 

WE are now entering upon the fixth Book of 
Paradlfe Loft , in which the Poet defcribes the 
Battel of Angels ; having nrifed his Reader's expecta- 
tion , and prepared him Tor it by fevcral paffages in 
the preceding Books. I omitted quoting thefe palftges 
in my obfervations on the former Books , having pup- 
pofcly referred them for the opening of this, the fobjtfft 

of 
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of which gave occafion to them. The Author's, ima^ 
gination was fo inflamed with this great (cene of ac- 
tion, that whatever he fpeaks of it, he rifes, if poffible, 
above himfelf. Thus where he mentions Satan in tho 
beginning of his Poem « 

~ - - - Him the Almighty Power I. 4^5 

Hurl'd htadlong flaming from th'etherial skit, 
With hideous ruin and combuftion down 
To bottomlefs perdition , there to dwell 
In adamantine chains and penal fire 9 
Who ditrft defie the Omnipotent to Arms I 

W E have likewife fevcral noblt hints of it in the 
urfernal conference. 

O Prince , O Chief of many throned Powers I. IlSj 

Tfrat led tb* embattel'd Seraphim to war f 

Too well I fee and rue the dire event , 

That with fad overthrow and foul defeat 

Hath loft us Heavn and all this mighty bofi 

Jn horrible deftruclion laid thus low. 

But fee the angry Vielor has recall' d 

His Minsters of vengeance and purfuit 

Back to the gates of Heavn : The fulphurous bail} 

Shot after us in ftorm , o'er blown hath laid 

The fiery furge , thas from the precipice 

Of Heavn rece'tvd us falling , and the Thundft 

Wingd with red lightning and impetuous rage, 

Perhaps hath fpent his fbafts , and ceafes now 

To bellow through the vaft and bouna%fs Deep « 

THERE are feveral other very fubliroc images 
on the fame fubjeft in the firft boot , as alfo in me 
iecond. v. i6$. 

What I when wef*d amain , pwfud and ftrook 
With Heavn' s affiicling pbunder , and befought 
The Deep to Jbelter us; this Hell then feemd 
A refuge from thofe wounds 

IN 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Jflf- NOTES UPON 

IN (hort, the Poet never mentions any dung of 
this Battel , but in fuch images of greatnefs & terroiir 
at are fnitable to the fubjeft. Among feveral others, 
I cannot forbear quoting that paflage where the Power, 
who is defcrib'd as prcfiding over the Chaos, ipeaij 
pi the fame book . 

Thus Satan ; and him thus the Anarch old 98% 
With faultring [fetch and vifage incomposd 
Anfwerd , I know thee , Stranger ; who thou art , 
That mighty leading Angel , who of late 
Made head againft Heavns King, tbo overthrown » 
/ / faw and heard ; for fuch A numerous Hofi 
Tied not in filence through the frighted Deef 
With ruin upon ruin, rout on rout, 
Confufion worfe confounded ; and Heav'ns gates 
Vourd out by millions her victorious bands 
Purfuing. 

IT required great pregnacy of invention, 8c ftrcngth 
of imagination , to fill this Battel with fuch tircum- 
ftances as fhould raife and aftonifh the mind of the 
Reader; &,at the fame ?ime,an efcactnefs of judgment 
to avoid every thing that* might appear lightpr trivial 
Thofe who look into Homer, are furpriz'd to find his 
Battels (lib 1 rifing one above another, and improving 
in horrour, to the conclufion of the Iliad. Mikm* 
fight of Angels is wrought up with the fame beauty* 
It is ufher'd in with fuch figns of wrath as are fuitable 
to Omnipotence incenfed . The firft engagement is 
carried on under a cope of fire, occafion'4 by the 
flights of innumerable burning darts and arrows which 
are difcharged from either hoft. The fecond onfet is 
ftill more terrible, as it is filled with thofe artificial 
thunders, which feem to make the victory doubtful, 
& produce a kind of conftcroation even in the good 
Angels. This is follow'd by the tearing up of mountains 
& promontories; 'till, in -the laft place ^ Mejfiab comes 
forth in the fullncfs of MajcftySctcrrour. The pomp 

of 
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of his appearance, amidft the roarings of his thunders, 
the flaflies of his lightnings, & die noife of his chariot- 
wheels, is defcribed with the utmoft flights of humane 
imagination. 

THERE is nothing in the firft and laft day's en- 
gagement which docs not appear natural, & agreeable 
enough to the ideas mod readers would conceive of 
a fight between two Armies of Angels. 

THE fecond day's engagement is apt to ftartle an 
imagination , which has not been raifed and qualified 
for fuch a defcription , by the reading of ttye antient 
Poets, and of Homer in particular. It was certainly 
a very bold thought in our Author, to afcribe the firft 
ufe of Artillery to the rebel Angels . But as fuch a 
pernicious invention may be well fuppofed to 1iave 
proceeded from fuch Authors, fo it entered very pro- 
perly into the thoughts of that Being , who is all 
along defcribed as afpiring to the Majfcfty of his Maker. 
Such engines were the only inftrumentshe could have 
made ufe of to imitate thofe Thunders, that in aU- 
Poetry , both facred and prophane , are reprefented as 
the Arms of the Almighty. The tearing up the hills 
was not altogether fo daring a thought as the former. 
We are, in fome meafure, prepared for fuch an in- 
cident by the defcription of the Giants war, which 
we meet with among the ancient Poets. "What ftil! 
made this circumftance the more proper for the Poet's 
ufe, is the opinion of many learned men, that the 
Fable of the Giants War, which makes fo great a. 
noife in -antiquity , and save birth to the fublimeft 
Defcription in Hepod's works, was an Allegory founded 
upon this very tradition of a Fight between the good 
and bad Angels. 

IT may, perhaps , be worth while to Confider with 
what judgment Milton, in this narration 9 has avoided 
everything that is mean and trivial in the defcriptions 
of the Lat'tti and Greek Poets; and , at the fame time, 
improved every great hint which he met with in their 

work? 
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works upofe this fubjed. Homer in that paffage,whidi 
tonginus has celebrated for its fublimenefi , fn4 Jfahkf 
.V'trgA and Ovid have copied after him, te&fnt;~' 
the Giants threw Offa upon Olympus, & Pelion upofc i 
He adds an epithet to Pelion (»Wi^AA«r) which ve 
much fwells the idea , by bringing up to the Reader's 
imagination all the woods that grew upon it. There 
, is farthet a great beauty in his tingling out by name 
thefe three remarkable mountains, fo well known to 
the Greeks. This laft is fuch a beauty as the fcene of 
ld'Atcri% war could not poffibly furnifh him with* 
Claudian , in his Fragment upon the Gjrants War, 
lias given full fcope to that wildnefs of imagination 
which was natural' to him. He tells us, that the Giants 
tore up whole Iflands by the roots, and threw them 
at the Gods. He defcribes one of them in particular 
taking up temnot in his arms , and whirling it to the 
skies • with all Vulcan's Shop in the midft of it. 
Another tears up Mount Ida, with the River Enipeus, 
which ran down the fides of it; but the Poet, not 
content to defcribe him with this mountain upon hfs 
ftioulders , tells us f that die River flow'd down his 
back, as he held it up in that pofture. It is vifible to 
every judicious Reader, that fuch ideas favour more 
of burlefque than of the fublime. They proceed from 
a wantonnefs of imagination , and rather divert the 
mind than aftonifh it . Milton has taken every thing 
that is fublime in thefe feveral parages, & compofes 
out of them the following great image. 

From their foundations loofning to and fro VI 643. 
They pluck d the feated hills with all their load, 
Rocks, waters , woods , and by tfc fbaggy toft 
Vp-tift'mg. bore them in their hands: 

WE have the full majefly of Homer in this ftort 
defcription, improved by the imapnatioa of Claudian, 
without its puerilities. 

Inee* 
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J| need not point out the defcription of the fallen 
Jf&gels feeing the promontories hanging over their 
fceads in fuch a dreadful manner » with the other num- 
berlefs beauties in this Book, which are fo confpicuous, 
that they cannot efcape the notice of the mod or- 
dinary Reader. 

THERE are indeed fo many wonderful ftrokes 
of Poetry in this Book, & fuch a variety of fublirae 
ideas , that it would have been impoffible to have 

fiven them a place within the bounds of this paper, 
efides that, 1 find it in a great meafure done to my 
hand at the end of my Lord Rofcommon's Effay on 
tranflated Poetry. I (hall refer my Reader thither for 
fbme of the mafter-ftrokes in the fixthBook of Para- 
Mfe Loft , though at the fame time there are many 
others which that noble Author has not taken no- 
tice of. 

MILTON, notwithftanding the fublime genius he 
was matter of, has in this book drawn ro his affiftance 
Jill the helps he could meet with among the ancient 
Poets. The fword of Michael , which makes fo great 
* havock among the bad Angels , was given him , 
we are told, out of the Armory of God* 

• - - Mat the Svuerd 310; 

Qf Michael from the Armory of God 

Wat gh/h him temper d fo , that wither hem 

Nor folid f night reft ft that edge ; it met 

The Sword of Satan with fteep force to finite * 

Defending, and in half cut Jbeere, * - - • 

THIS paflage is a copy of that in P/Vgtf, wherein 
the Poet tells us, that the fword of JEneas, which was 
'given him by a Deity, broke into pieces the fword 
of Turnus, which caniefrom a mortal forge. As<he 
moral in this pla^e is divine, fq by the way we may 
obferve, that the bellowing on a Man who is fayour'd 
by Heav'n fuch an allegorical weapon, is very con- 
formable to the ©Id ca#cj* way of thinking. Not only 

p * Heintr 
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Homer has made ufc of it , but we find <he J^mjb 
Hero in the II. Book of Maotahees, 15. 15. who had 
fought the Battels of the chofen People with ib much 
glory and fucccfs , receiving in his dream a fword 
from the hand of the Prophet Jeremiah. The following 
paflage , wherein Satan is defcribed as wounded by 
she fword of Mhhatl, is in imitation of Homer. 

Tho griding floord txitb difconsinuous wound 31^ 
Pa/id through him, but uf ethereal fubfiante tlofed 
Hot long divifible, and from the gafb 
A ftroane of ne&areus humour iffuing flow'd 
Sanguin , fucb as celefiial Spirits may blood* 
And all Ms armour Jlain'd 

HOMER, tdls ns in the fame manner, that tipri 
Diomedes wounding the Gods , there flow'd from the 
wound an ichor , or pure kind of blood , which was 
not bipd from mortal viands; and that tho* the pain 
was cxquifitely great, the wound foon clofcd up and 
healed in thofe beings who are vefted with immor* 
tality. 

I queftion ndt but Milton in his defcription of bis 
furious Molic firing from the Battel , and beUowiAg 
with die wound he had received, had his eye an Mars 
in the Iliad, who, upon his being wounded, is re- 
prefented as retiring out of the fight , and making an 
outcry louder than that of a whole Army when it 
begins the charge . Homer adds, that the Greeks and 
Trojans, who were engaged in a general battel, were 
terrified on each fide with the bellowing of this 
wounded Deity. The Reader will eafity obfervc how 
Mtlton has kept all the honour of this image without 
running into the ridicule of it. 

Whore tho might of Gabriel /<*£*/ , 3^ 

And with forte Enfigm piere'd the deep array 
Of Moloc furious King, who him dtfy'd, 
And a$ hk fhar'wwfatb so frag hire hound 

"" ' " JJiroAH**; 
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Threaten* d y nor from the Holy On$ of Heavn 
fufrairid hh tongue Majbbimous ; but anon • 
i>0?t»* cloven u the vjafle , with Jbattord Armt 
And uncouth pain fttd bello&ing. » - • 

MILTON has likcwife raifcd his defcflptioh in 
this Book with many images taken out of the poetical 
parts of Scripture. The Meffiah's Chariot , as I hare 
before taken notice, is formed upon a Vifion of £ukiil f 
who , as Grotius obferves , has very much in him of 
Bomtr'% fpirit in the poetieal parts of his Prophecy. - 

THE following lines in that glorious commifliori 
., whicli is giveh the Meffiah to extirpate the Hoft of 
Rebel Angels , is drawn from a fublime paffage in tht 
JP/aUns. 45. }. 

., Go then tiou mightiefi in thy "Father's might 710* 
Afcend toy Chariot , guide the rapid wheels , 
' That jbake Heavns bafts , bring forth all my Warp 

M*j Bow.'* my Thunder , my Almighty Arms 9 
- Gird on thy Sivord on thy pmffant thigh, 

THE. Reader willcafily difcover many other Jlrokes 
•f the fame nature.' 

Tji£ tf E is no queftion but Milton had heated his 
imagination with the fight of the Gods in homer , 
before he Entered' u£ofc this engagement of tWAngels* 

. Homer there gives us a fcene of Men, Heroes, & God* 
mixed together in battel. Mars animates the con- 
tending Annies, & lifts up his voice in fuch a manner* 
that it is heard diftinflly amidft all the Jhouts fie con* 
furlon xrf the fight. Jupiter at the fame time thundert 

„' over their heads; while Neptme raifes fuch a tempeft, 

J' that the whole field of battel, and all trie tops of the 
mountains , (hake afcout them. The Ptfet telljs us, 
Chat Pluto himfelf , whofe habitation was in the very 
center of the Earth, was fo affirighted at the jfcocjc* 

" that he leapt ftom his Throne. Hornet afterwards 
defcrikes Vukan as pomrkuLdown a fi#r»of ftrc upon 

F* d* 
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the River Xanthus, and Minerva as throwing a rock 
at Af*n; who, he tells us , covered feven acres in 
his ftp.. 

AS Homer hasjntroduced into his Battel of the Gods 
every thing that is great and terrible in Nature, Milton 
has filled his Fight 6f good and bad Angels with all 
the like circumftanccs of horrour. The (hout of Armies, 
Ac ratling of brazen chariots, the hurling of rocks & 
mountains , the earthquake, the fire, the thunder, 
arc all of them employ d to lift up the Readers ima- 
gination , and give him a fuitable idea of fo great an 
A&on. With what art has the Poet reprefented the 
whole body of the Earth trembling, even before it 
was created. 

AllHeaven re founded) And bad Earth been tbtn, ait^ 
,*AU Earth had to "its center Jbook' 

IN how fublime and juft a manner does he after- 
. wards defcribe the whole Heaven making under die 
.wheels of the MeffaWs Chariot, with that exception 
to the Throne of God? 

- - - Under his burning wheels <$*♦ • 

The Qeadfafi Empyrean Jbook throughout i 
All but the Throne it felf of God 

NOTWITHSTANDING the JM#^ appear* 
cloathed with fo much terrour and Majefty,the Poet 
has ftill found means to make his Readers conceive 
an idea of him beyond what he himfelf was able ta 
defcribe , 

Tet half his ftrength be put net forih, but cbtckt 8$ Jj 
His thunder in mid volly , for he meant 
Hot to dejiroy, but rm tbem out of HtaVn. 

I N a word , Milton's genius, which was fo great io 
it felf; Scib ftrcngthened < by all the helps of leamufe 
appears in this book every way equal to his futyea , 
which was (he m$ft fuUimg ihatcouM entor into tb* 

though* 
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thoughts 6f a Poet. As he knew all the arts of affec- 
ting the mind, he knew it was neceflary to give it 
certain refting-places and opportunities of recovering 
it felf from time to time : he has therefore with great 
addrefc interfperfed feveral fpeeches, reflections, iimi- 
Iitudes, &the like reliefs, to divcrfifie his narration, 
and eafe the attention of the Reader, that he might 
come frefhto his great action; and by fuch a contraft 
of ideas , have a more lively tafte of the nobler parts 
of his Dcfcription • 

. II ii < ■ ■ m 

Spectator, ^339. 

- - - Iff his exordia frlmis , 

Omnia, C7 ipfe tetter mundi concrtverit orbis. 
Turn durare plum & difcludere Neres fouto 
Coeperit , & rerun* paullatim fumere format . Vfrg. 

TOHG1NUS has obferved , that there may be a 
*** loftinefs in fentiments , where there is no paffion, 
and brings instances out of aneient Authors to fupport 
this his opinion. The Pathetick, as that great Critick 
obferves , may animate and inflame the Sublime , but 
is not cflfential to it. Accordingly, as he further re* 
marks , We very often find that thofe who excel moll, 
in ftirring up the paffions, very often want the talent 
•f writing in the great and fubhme manner ; and fo 
#n the contrary. Milton has fhewn htmfelf a Matter 
in both thefe ways of writing . The feventh Book , 
which we are now entering upon, is an inftance ofv 
that Sublime which is not mixt &work'd up with paf- 
fion . The Author appears in a kind of compofea & 
fcdate majefty ; and tho' the fentiments do not give 
fo great an emotion as thofe in the former Book, they 
abound with as magnificent ideas. The fixth Book , 
like -a troubled ocean , reprcfems greatnefs in; confab 
£oa;tke feventhaffeds the imagination lik$ the ocean 
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in. * calm 9 & fills the mind of the Reader * wutoil 
producing. in it any thing like tumult or agitation . , 
THE Critick above mentioned, among ffce rale*' 
which he lays down for fucceeding in the futrfimfeway 
*f writing, propqfes to his Reader, that he IhoulA 
imitate the moft celebrated Author? who have gone 
before him , tad been engaged in works of the fame 
nature; asip particular that if he writes on a poetical 
fubjed, he fhould confider how Homer would have 
fooken on fuch an occafion. By this means one great 
Genius often catches the flame from another, and 
writes in his ftirit without copying fcrvilcly after him. 
There are a thoufand (hining paflages in Virgil, whidi 
kave been lighted up by Homr, 

MiLTQNttho' his own natural ftrength of genius 
was capable of furnifhing out a perfeft work , has 
doubtkfs very much railed and ennobled his concep- 
tions, by fuch an imitation as that whicjh Longinus has 
recommended. 

. IN this Book, which gives us an account of the Sne 
,days Works, the Poet received but very few afliftanccs 
from Heathen writers , who were ftrangejs to tha 
wonders of Creation. But as there are many glorious 
flroke* of Poetry upon this fubjedi in holy Writ , the 
Author has numbcrlefs allufions to them through the 
whble courfe of this Book. The great Critick I have 
before mentioned , though an Heathen, has taken no- 
tice of the fublime manner in which the Law -giver 
of the Jews has described the Creation in the firft 
Chapter otGwtfis: and there arc many other paflages 
in Scripture, which .rife up to the fame Majeity, 
where this fubje<3 is touched upon. Miltothzs /hewn 
his judgment very remarkably, in making ufe offtch 
*f thefe as Tycre proper for his Poem, and in inly 
qualifying thofe high flrains of Eaiiern Poetry; *hich 
were fuited to Readers whofe imaginations were ftt 
.10 an Wgtiej pitch , than thofe of colder climates* 
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mr A DA M *s fpeech to the Angel , wherein he defires 
fca account of what had paffed within the Regions of 
Wature before the Creation , is very great $e Tolemn * 
The following lines , in which he tells him , that the 
day is not too fir fpent for him to enter upon fuch a 
fiibjed, are exquifite in their kind . 

And the great light of day yet wantt to run 98; 
Much of bit race though fteep , fufpenfe in Htuv'n 
Held by thy voice* toy potent voice he heart , 
And longer will delay to hear thee tell 
s hit generation , &c. 

THE Angel's encouraging our firft Parents in a 
faiodeft purfuit after knowledge, with the caufes which 
he affigns for the creation of the World , are very juft 
and beautiful. The Mejfiah, by whom, as we are 
told in Scripture , the worlds were made, comes forth 
in the power of his Father, furrounded with an hoft 
of Angels, and doathed with fuch a Majefly as be* 
comes his entering upon a work, which, according 
to our conceptions , appears die utmoft exertion of 
Omnipotence. What a beautiful description has our 
Author raifed upon that hint in one of the Prophets; 
jind behold there came four Chariots eta from between 
two mountains, & the mountains were mountains of krafs ^ 
Zech.6. 1. 

About his chariot numberhft were four A 107; 
Cherub and Seraph , Potentates and Thronet f 
And Virtues , winged Spirits , and Chariots wing'd M 
From the armory of God , where ftand of old 
Myriads between two brazen mountains lodg'te) 
Againft 4 folemn day , harneft at hand; 
Celefttal equipage; and now came forth 
Spontaneous , for within item fpirit livd 
Attendant on their Lord: Heav'n open'd wide} 
Her ever during gates , harmonious found 
On golden hinges mmng . - » ^ " * 

F 4 . \m9M 
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I have ber>re taken notice of thefe Chariots of Go* 
and of thefe Gates of Heaven, & ftiall hete only ^dd, 
that Homer gives us the fame idea of the latter at 
opening of themfelves, tho' he afterwards takes off 
bom it , by telling us, that the Hours firft of aM re- 
moved thofe prodigious heaps of clouds Which lay u 
a barrier before them • .,',,-* 
I do not know any Aing in the whole Poeiri more 
• fublime than the description which follows, where the 
Meffiah is reprefented at the head of his Angels,, as 
looking down into the Chaos, calming its confufion, 
riding into the midft of it f and drawing the firft out- 
line of the Creation. 

On heavnly ground they flood, & from the Jbort xicfc 
They viewd the vaft tmmeafurable Abyfs 
Outrageous as a fea, dark, wafteful, v)ild % 
Up from the bottom turned by furtous winds 
And /urging waves , as mountains to affault 
Heav'ns height , and with the center mix the Pole. 
Silence ye troubled waves, and thou Deep, peace f 
Said then th % Omnific Word , your difcord end : 

Nor ftaid , but on the wings of Cherubim 
Vp4ified, in paternal glory rode 
Tar into Chaos, and the world unborn ; 
Tor Chaos heard his voice: him all his tram 
Tollowd in bright procejjton to behold . 
Creation, and the wonders of his might. 
Then fiaid the fervid wheels, and in his hated 
ifcfe took the golden Qompatfes , prepared 
jn God's eternal ftore, to jircumfcribe 
This Univerfe , and all created things. 
One feet he center d , and the other turnd, 
Round through the vaft profundity ehfeure, 
And [aid* thus far extend, thus far thy bounds, 
This h thy jufi circumference , O World . 
THE thought qf the golden compares is con cm 4 
^together in Homer's fpirit , &i$ a rcry noble incident 
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in this, wonderful defcription. Homer , when he fpeaks 
of the Gods,' afcribes to them fever*! Arms and In- 
struments with the fame greatnefs of imagination. Let 
the iUader only perufe the defcription of Minerva's 
JEgis , or Buckler , in the fifth Book of the Iliad, 
with her Spear which would overturn whole Squadrons, 
and her Helmet, that was fufficient to cover an Arm f 
drawn out of an hundred Cities- The golden Com- 
pares in the above- mentioned paffage appear a very 
natural inftrument in the hand of him, whom PUt$. 
fomewhere calls the divine Geometrician. As Poetry 
delights in cloathing abftra&ed ideas in allegories and 
fennble images, we find a magnificent defcription of 
the Creation form'd after the lame manner in one of 
the Prophets, wherein he defcribes the Almighty Ar- 
chitect as.meafuring the waters in the hollow of his 
hand , meteing out the heavens with his fpan , com- 
prehending the duft of the earth in a meafure, weighing 
the mountains in fcalcs, & the hills in a balance. #40* n. 
Another of them defcribing the Supreme Being in this 
great work of Creation, reprefents him as laying tho 
foundations of the Earth , & ftrfetching a line upon it. 
Job 38. 4, <. And in another place as garnilhing th* 
heavens, ftretching out the north over the empty place, 
& h|nging the Earth upon nothing. Job 16. 7. 13. 
This lad noble thought Milton has cxprefs'd in the 
following verfe. 

And Earth felfbaUncd on btr antet hung . 242. 

THE beauties of defcription in this Book lie fo 
very thick, that it is impoffible to enumerate them in 
this paper. The Poet has employ *d on them the whole 
energy of our tongue. The icveral great fcenes of 
ahe Creation rife up to view one after another, in 
fuch a manner , that the Reader /ecms prefent at this 
wonderful work , and to affift among the Choirs of 
Angels, who are the fp£<9ators of it. How glorious 
is me conclufioa of the firft day. 

F 5 Thus 
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» - - Thus was the firfi day Bvn ani Mem . 25*J 

K#r M/i uncelebrated , awr «*/**£ 

By *w Celeftial Quires , wfw * ori^tf %£* 

Exhaling firft from darknefs ehey beheld ; 

Birth-day of Heavn and Earth ; with joy and fbout^ 

The hallow untverfal Orb they ftlTd , 

WE have die fame elevation of thought in the third 
, Bay ; when the mountains were brought forth , 5c die 
<ieep was made . 

Immediately the Mountains huge appear i8$. 

Emergent f and their broad bare backs up- heave 
Into the clouds , their tops afeepd the sky: 
So high as heavd the tumid bills , fo low "** 

Down funk a hollow bottom broad and deep , 
Capacious bed of waters - - - 

WE have alfo the riling of the whole vegetable 
world defcrib'd in this day's work, which is filled with 
til the graces that other Poets have lavifhed on their 
defcriptton of the Spring, & leads die Reader's imagina- 
tion into a theatre equally furprizing and beautiful . 

THE feveral glories of the Heavens make their 
appearance on the fourth day. 

JTirft in bis eaft the glorious lamp was feen 376* * 
Regent of day, and all the horizon round -t 

lnvefted with bright rays , jocund to run 
His longitude thro* Heavns high road : the gray 
Dawn , and the /Pleiades before b'tm danced ^ 
Shedding fweet influence; Ufs bright the Moon, 
$ut oppoftte in levelVd weft was- fet , 
His mirror 9 with full face borrowing her lighi 
From him , for other light Jbe needed none 
Jn that afpett, and ftill the diftance keeps 
Till night ; then in foe eaft her turn Jbe Jbines 
Revelv'd on Heavns treat axle , and her reign 
With tboufand leffer lights dividual holds , 
With tboufand tboufand ftars that then appear d 
SPamling the bemifpheta - - * 

" . ON5 
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©NE would wonder how the Poet could be fo 
Coacife in his description of the fix days works , as to 
comprehend them within the bounds of an Epifode , 
&at the fame time fo particular, as to give us a lively 
idea of them . This is ftill more remarkable in his 
account of the fifth and fixth days , in which he has 
drawn out to our view the whole animal Creation • 
from the Repjil to the Behemoth. As the Lion and 
the Leviathan are two of the nobleft productions in 
the world of living Creatures, the Reader will find a 
moft exquifite fpirit of Poetry il> the account whjch 
our Author gives us of them. The fixth day con* 
dudes witfi the formation of Man , upon which the 
Angel tak^s occafion , as he did after the Battel in 
Heaven , to remind Adam of his obedience , which 
was the principal defign of this his vifit. 

THE Poet afterwards reprefents the Mcffiah re- 
turning into Heaven , & taking a furvey of his great 
work. There isfomething inexpreffibly fublime in this 
part of the Poem , where the Author defcribes that 
great period of time, filled with fo many glorious cir- 
cumftances ; when the Heavens & Earth were finifhed; 
when the Mcffiah afcended up in triumph through the 
Qyerlafting gates; when he looked down with pleafure 
upon his new Creation ; when every part of Nature 
fcem'd to rejoice in its cxiftence; when the morning 
Stars fang together, and all die Sons of God ftiouted 
for joy. 
S$ £v*n and Morn accomplijbd the fixtb day : 550* 
Tet not till the Creator from his work 
T>*fifiing % tbo* unwearied, up return d 9 
Up to we Heavn of Hemfns his high abode f 
Thence to behold this new created World 
Th* addition ef bis Emfire; how it Jbewd 
Jfn profpeel from his throne , bow food , how fait I 
Uinjwering his great idea. Up he rode 
follow'd with acclamation and the found 
tymfbenious ef ten tboufani barfs that tuned 

■ 
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Angelic harmonia : the garth , the air r 

Re founding, (thou remember ft, for thou beard! ft) 

Tbo Heavens and all the ConflelUtions - rurtg , 

The Planets in their ftation Ufl'mng flood , 

While the bright pomp ajcendtd jubilant , * 

Open ye everla fling gates , they Jung , ** ^« 

0^e» y* Heavns, your living doors, let in 

The great Creator -from his "Work return' d - . 

Magnificent, bis flee days work, a World. 

I cannot conclude this Book upon the Creatiom; 
without mentioning a Poem which has lately appear'd 
tinder that Title. The work was undertaken with fo 
good an intention , and is executed with fo great i 
maftery , that itdeferves to be looked upon as one of* 
the mod ufeful and noble produ&ions in our EngUfli 
▼erfe. The Reader cannot but be plcafcd to find tht j 
depths of Philofophy enlivened with all the charms of 
Poetry , &to fcefo great a ftrength of reafon,amidft 
fo beautiful a redundancy of the imagination . The 
Author has (hewn us that defign in all the works of 
Nature , which neceflarily leads us to the knowledge 
of its firft Caufe. In ihort , he has illuflrated, by num- 
berless & inconteftable inftances , that divine Wifdora, 
which the Son of Sirach has fo nobly afcribed to the 
Supreme Being in his formation of tne World , when 
he -tells us , that He created her , and faw her, ur nufffc 
hred her, and poured her out upon all bis works. 



Spectator., N°- 341% 

SanStias hh animal, went is que capacius alts 
Dterat adhue , & quod dominari in catera pojfet • 
Katus homo eft - - - Ov.Mct. 

TH E accounts which Kaphail gives of the Battfl 
of Angels, & the Creation of the World, have 
ia them thole qualifications wkitk tkft Criticks judge 
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tequifite fb an Epifode. They are nearly related, to 
the principal AAion , and have a juft connexion with 
the Fable* 

t THE eighth Book opens with a beautiful defcrip- 
tion of the impreffion which this difcourfe of the Arch- 
Arjgel made on our firft Parents. Adam afterwards , 
by a very natural curiofity, enquires concerning the 
motions of thofe Ccleftial Bodies which make the 
mod glorious appearance among the fix. days works. 
The Poet htre, with a great deal of art, reprefents 
Eve as withdrawing from this part of their con vcrfation 
to amufcmentsmorcfuitable to her Sex. He well knew, 
that the Epifode in this book » which is filled with 
Adam's account of his paffion and cfteem for Eve 9 
would have been improper for ber bearing , and has 
therefore deviled very juft and beautiful reafons for 
her retiring. 

So fpake eur Sin, and by his count* nance feem'd 33^ 
Entring en fiudious thoughts abftru ft : 'which Bvc 
Perceiving where Jbe fat retired in fight , 
With lowUnefs majeftick /rem her, feat f 
And grace that won who faw to wijb ber flay , 
'Rofe , and went forth among ber fruits and floWere\ 
To vifit haw they profperd, hud and bloom, 
i Her nurfery : they at her. coming fprung , 
And touch' d by her fair tendance- gladlier grew • 
Tet went Jbe not, as not with Jucb difcourfe 
Btligbhd, or not capable ber ear 
Of what was high : Such pleafure jbe refervd, 
Adam relating , Jbe fele auditrefs ; 
Her husband the relator Jbe preferrd 
Before the Angel, and of him to ask 
Cbofe rather: be, Jbe knew, would intermix 
Grateful* digrejpens , and folve biib diffute 
With conjugal caroffes; from bis tip 
Not words alone pleaftd her. ( O when meet now 
Stttb Pairs in hvf , two} mmtnal honour joynd i ) 
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THE Angers returning a doubtful anfwer to A Jdtntjt 
enquiries , was not only proper for the moral reafoa 
Which the Poet affigns, but becaufe it would have 
been "highly abfurd to have given the fandtfon of an 
Arch -Ansel to any particular Syftem of Philofophy ,? 
The chief points in thePtoUmmkiLVkd Copermc*nHj+ 
pothefis are defcribed with great concifenefs and per- . 
fpicuity , & at Che ftme time dreffed in very plealing 
and poetical images. 

ADAM, to detain the Angel, enters afterwards 
upon his own hiftory, & relates to him the circum- 
ftanccs in which he found himfelf upon his creation j 
as alfo his converfation with his Maker, and his firft 
meeting with Eve. There is no part of the Poem 
tnore apt to raife the attention of the Reader, than 
. this cfcfcourfe of our great Anceftor; as nothing can 
be more furprizing and delightful to us , than to hear 
the fentiments that arofe in the firft Man while he was 
yet new and frelh from the hands of his Creator. 
.The Poet has interwoven every thing which is delivered 
upon this fubjeft in Holy writ with fo many beautiful 
imaginations of his own , that nothing can be con- 
ceived marc juft and natural than this whole Epifodf. 
As. our Author knew this fubjeft could not but be 
agreeable to his Reader, he would not throw it into. 
the Relation of die fir Days works, but referred it 
for a diftina Epifode, that he might have an oppor- 
tunity of expatiating upon it more at large* Before 
I enter on this part of the Poem , I cannot hot take 
notice of two ihming paflages in the dialogue between 
Adam and the Angel. The firft is that wherein our 
Anceftor gives an account of the pleafure he took in 
converting with him , which contains a very nobl^ 
moral. 

For <wbih I fit with tbet, Ifitm in- Kt*vn f aiP« 

And fiveeter thy dtfiourfi is tp fftf gsr . 

Than fruits sf palm-trtt plttfanttfi to tbtrjL 

And hunger, hth fnm l4h*r t 4t tbt him 

. 0/ 
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Gf fweet repaft; they fatiate, and fan fill, r 
+ The? pleafant ; but tvy words with grace divine 
Imbu'd, bring to their fweetnefs no fat'tety. 

THE other I (hall mention is that in which th$ 
Jtngel giv*s a reafon why he (hould be glad to heaj 
the Story Adam was about to relate. 

Tor I fiat day was abfent , ** befell, t%9i 

Bound *n a Voyage uncouth and ebfiure , 
Tar on exeurfien towards the gaits ef Bell % , 
Squard in full legion {fucb command we bad) 
To fet that none thence ijfued forth a fpy 9 
Or enemy, while God Was in his Work, 
left he incenfi at fucb eruption bold , 
Deftruclion with Creation might have mixil 

THERE is no queftion but our Poet drew thd 
image in what follows from that in VkgiVi fixth Book, 
where JEneas & the Sybil ftaad before the adamantine 
gates, which are there defcrib'd as (hat upon the place 
of torments, and liften to the groans, the clank of 
chains, and the aoife of iron whips , that were heard 
in thofe regions of pain and forrow. 

. i... Tafi we found* fafi Jhut x^ 

21* difmal gates, and barricadoed Jlrong; 
But long ere our approaching beard within 
tfoifi , other than the found of dance or fongi 
Torment , and loud lament , and furious tags. 

A?) AM then proceeds to give an account of hit 
condition & feritiments immediately after his creation. 
How agreeably docs he reprefent the pofture in which 
fie found himfelf , the delightful landskip that fur- 
rounded him , and the gladnefs of heart which grcifr. 
up in him on that occafion , 

* - - As now naked from foundefl fteep , 1*3: 

Soft en tbe flowey herb 1 found me laid 

Jn balmy fmat, whjeh with hit beams tht Sun 

- w - " k - " £ fy 
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Soon dritd ,• and on the noting moifture fid « 
Strekbt toward Heavn my wondering eyes 1 tunfd} 
And gax'd a while the ample sky 9 till rattd 
By quick infiinclive motion up 1 fprmg* 
As thitherward endeavouring , and etpr'tght 
Stood on my feet : About me round I faw 
Hill , dale , and jbady woods , and funny plains i > 
. And liquid lapfe of murmuring fir earns -, by theft y 
Creatures that livd 9 and movd 9 and walk' d 9 or jUw % 
Birds on the brunches warbling ; all things ftniti : 
Witb fragrance and with joy my heart oerjtoixfd. 

ADAM is afterwards defcrib'd as furpriz'd at his 
awn exiftence, and taking a furvcy of himfelf, &of 
all the works of Nature. He likewife is represented 
as difcovering by the light ofReafon, that he & every 
thing about him muft have been the efFecl of fome 
Being infinitely good & powerful, and that this Being 
had a right to his worihip and adoration . His flnt 
addrefs to the Sun , and to triofe parts of the creation 
which made the raoft diftinguiftied figure, is very na- 
tural and amufing to the imagination • 

- - - Thou $un 9 faid J, fair light 9 273. 

And thou enligkt'nid Earth , fo frejb and gay 9 
To hills and Dales , ye rivers , woods , and plains , 
And ye that live and move , fair creatures tell , 
TeUifyoufaWf bow came I thus, bow href 

HIS next fentiment , when upon his firft going to 
fleep he fancies himfelf lofing his exigence, & faffing 
away into nothing, can never be fufficiently admired. 
His Dream, in which he ftill prefcrves the confdoufitefc 
of his exiftencc , together with his removal into the 
Garden which was prepared for his reception, are alfo 
circumftances finely imagined , and grounded upon 
what is delivered in facred Story . 

THESE and the like wonderful incidents in this 
$art of the work, have ia them all die beauties of 
' novelty, 
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i*telty,at tht ftmc time that they have ail the graces 
of Nature. They are fuch at none but a great Genius , 
ctmid have thought of, though , upon the nerufal of 
them, they fee n* to rife of themfelvcs from tnefubjeft 
of wWch he treats. In a word , though they are na- 
tural they are not obvious, which is the true charader 
6t all fine writing, 

* THE imi«ffion which the feterdidion of the Tree 
of Life left in the mind of our firft Parent, is defcribed 
with great ftrcngth & judgment; as the image of die 
feveral beads and birds paffing in review before him 
is very beautiful and lively. 

r - - Each Bird and Btaft behold 349. 

Approaching two and two , tht ft cowring tow 
Witty hlandijbmtnt ; tacb bird fioopd on bis wingx 
J natrid tbtm at tbty fafs'd . - - - 

ADAM, in the next place, defcribes a conference 
which he held with his Maker upon the fubjcA of 
fSlitude. The Poet here reprefents the fupreme Being, 
as making an cflay of his own work, and putting to 
the trial that reafoning faculty with which he had 
endued his Creature. Adam urges , in this divine col* 
loquy, the impoffibility of his being happy, tho' he 
was die inhabitant of Paradifi, & Lord of the whole 
Creation , without the convention and fociety of 
fome rational creature, who ihpuld partake thofe blcf- 
iuigs with him . This dialogue , which is fupported 
chiefly by the beauty of the thoughts, without other 
poetical ornaments , is as fine a part as any in the 
whole Poem : The more the Reader examines the 
juftnefc and delicacy of its fentiments , the more he 
will find himfelf pleated with it. The Poet has wonder* 
fully preferved the charader of Majefty & condefcen- 
fion in the Creator, & at the fame time that of hu- 
mility and adoration in the Creature, as particularly 
to tht following lines, 

*• G 2*** 
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IfciM / prefumftuous% and the Vffion bright, jfrf] 
As with a fmle more brightned, thus replyd, 8cc 

1 with leave of fpeech impla/d ' 377, 

And humble deprecation thus reply f* 

Let not my Words of end &ee, ieenamly power / 

My Maker, he propitious 'While 1 freak, &c 

ADAM then proceeds to give an account 
fecond deep , & of the dream in which hc>ehcld tbf 
formation of Eve. The new paffion that wa$ awakened 
in him at die fight of her is touched very fatly. 

Under his forming hands a Creature grew 470* 
Manlike , but different fex; fi lovely fair , 
That what ftemd fair in all the World feem* d nei* 
Mean , or in her fumrnd up , in her contain d. 
And in her looks , which from that time infus'd 
SWeetnefs into my heart, unfelt before, 
And into all things from her air infpird 
the ffirit of love and amorous delight . 

AtoAM't diftreft upon lofing light of this beauti* 
ful phantom , with his exclamations of joy and gratn 
tude at the difcovery of a real Creature, who refemfated 
the apparition which had been prefented to him is 
his dream ; the approaches he makes to her , and his 
foanner of courtftrip, are all laid together in * moft 
exquifite propriety of fentiments . 

THO' this part of the Poem is work'd up with 
great warmth and. fpirit , the love which is described 
in it is every way fuitable to a ftate of Innocence. 
If the Reader compares the deraiption which Adam 
here gives of his leading Eve to the nuptial bower, 
with that which Mr. Bryden has made on the fame 
occafion in a Scene of his Tall of Man, he will be 
fenfible of the great care which Milton took to avoid 
all thoughts on fo delicate a fuhjed, that might be 
prTcnfive to Religion or good maimers . The farti* 
Bients are chaftc, but not cold* an^ convey tQ, the 

\ I mind 
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mind ideas of the moft tranfporting paffion , & of the 
jjreateft purity. What a noble mixture of rapture and 
fanoceiice has the Author joined together, in the re- 
jfie&ion which ^»4i» makes on the pleafures of love, 
compared to thofe of fenfe* 

Thus have 1 toU thtt all my Jtatt, and bttught jti. 
My ftory to tht fum of earthly blifs 
"Which I thfoy , and mufi ttnftft to find 

*• In all things ilft dtUght indeed f but fuch 

* As usd ot not 9 works in tht mind no cbanpi 
JtJar vehement dtfirt, theft delicacies 
f, mean of tafie , fight , fmtU , herbs, fruits, And flowers j 
Walks , and tht melody of birds; but here 
far otherwift, tranfported I behold 9 
Tranfported touch , here paffion firft I felt 9 
Commotion firangt; in all tnjoymtnts tips 
Superiour and unmov'd 9 here only vitak 
Againft tht $barm of Beadty's Powerful glance I 
Or Nature faitd in me % and left fomt fart 
Wot proof enough fuch objeel to fuftam, 
Or from my fide fubducling , took perhaps 
More than enough 9 at Uaft ot% btr beftow'd 
Tfio much of ornament , in outward fbew 
Elaborate , of inward lefs exact . 
*• - - . When I approach 54?. 

Btr lovtlinefs , fo abfoluH fbt fttms 
And in herfelf compUat , fo well to knoist 

' Her own , that what fbt wills to do or fay 
Seems wfift, virtuoufeft, difcrttttft, beft; 
Alt higher knowledge in her profenee' falls 

- Degraded ■: Wifdom in difcourfi <wkb htr 
Lofts difcountenane'd , and Itke folly fbeVH% 
Authority and reajon on btr Wait, 
As ont intended fiffi 9 not after made 
Qccafionally ; and to confumrnate all, 
Greatnefs of mind , and noblenefs their fedt 
Build in her lovelieft, and create an awe 
About her, as a piart angeUck platd. 

62 t.hese 
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THESE fentiments of lore , in our firft Parent f 
gave the Angel fuch an in fight into humane nature, 
that he feems apprehensive of the evils which might ,1 
bcial the fpecies in general, as well as Adam m par- * 
ticuhr, from the excefs of this palBon. Hfc therefore i- 
fortifies him againft it by timely admonitions ; which * ' 
very' artfully prepare the mind of the Reader for mi 
occurrences of the next Book, where ths weaknefs, 
of which Adam here gives fuch diftant difcovcries, 
brines about that fatal event which is the fobjed of 
the Poem. His difcourfc, which follows the gentle' 
rebuke he recciv'd from the Angel, (hews that his love 
However violent it might appear, was (till founded in 
reafon , 6c confequcntly not improper fovParadife. ' 

Neither her out fide firm ft fatr y nor ought 596, 
In procreation common to all kinds 
(Though higher of the gonial bed byufer 9 
And with myfterious reverent* I deem) 
So much delights me as thofe graceful a0s 9 
Thofe thoufand decencies that daily fiouo 
From ajl her words and actions mtxt wtb love 
And fweet compliance 9 which declare unfeignd 
Union of mind t or in us both one Soul} 
Harmony to behold in wedded pair, 
* More gratefiill-tbau harmonious found, to tifear. . 

A D A, M 's fpeech , at parting with the Angel , $a» 
in it a deference 6c gratitude agreeable to an infenor 
nature , and at the fame time a certain dignity and 
greatnefs fuitable to the Father of Mankind in hisftatt 
of Innoqence. • 
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Spectator, N^Jfi. 
■ i - tf /» fc *»n& <&j»m inclinata rtcumtit. Virg. 

IF wc look into the three great Heroic Poems which 
have apptar'd in the world , we may obferve that- 
thcy are built upon very flight foundations . Burnt 
lived near 300 yean after the ihtpif War, &, as the 
writing of Hiftory was not thai in ufc among the 
Greeks % we may very well fuppofe,that the Tradition 
of Achilles and Ulyjfes had brought down but very few 
particulars to his knowledge , tho' there is noqueftion 
bat he has wrought into his two Poems fuch of their 
remarkable adventures as were ftill talked of among 
bis contemporaries. 

THE ftory*>f j£»*u f on which Virgil founded hit 
Poem , was likewife very bare of circumftances , and 
by that means afforded him an opportunity of embel* 
lifting it with fi&ion , and giving a full range to hi* 
own invention. We find , however, that he has inter*- 
woven, in the courfe of his Fable, the principal par* 
ticulars , which were generally believed among the 
Romans f of JEneas his voyage & fettlement in Italy. 

THE Reader may find an abrigdment of the whole 
fiory as collected out of the ancient Hiftorians, &as 
it was received among the tomans in Dienyfms H*tt- 
carnajfdus* 

'-SINCE none of the Criticks have confMered Vhr» 
gits Fable, with relation to this hiftory of j&uas; ft 
may not, perhaps, be amifs to examine it in this }ight, 
fo far as regards my prefent purpofe. Whoever looks 
into the abrigdment above-mentioned , will find that 
the chancier of JEneas is filled with piety to the Gods, 
and a faperftitious obfervation of prodigies, oracles, 
and predi&ions . Virgil has not only preferved this 
Charafter in the perfon of JEneas , but has given a 
jplace in his Poem to thofc particular ptophecies which 
r q j he 
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be found recorded of him in hiftory and traditiox, 
The Poet toojc the matters of fad as they came down 
to him f & circumftanccd them after ^is 9W11 manner, 
to make .them appear the more natural » agreeable , 
or furprizing. I believe very many Readers have jeea 
(hocked at that ludicrous prophecy , which one of the 
Ijdrfiis pronounces to the Trojam in the third Book, 
namely, that before they had built theii intended Cny, 
they mould be reduced by hunger to eat their very 
tables. But, wbe* they hear thai this was one of the 
circumftances that had been tranfmitted to the Ropwm 
in the Hiftory of &ni*s, they will think the Poet di<| 
very well in taking notice of it. The Hiftoiian above? 
mentioned acquaints us • a Prophcteis had foretold 
/Eneas , that he jhould take his voyage we ft ward, till 
flis companions mould eat their TahJes ; and that ac- 
cordingly, upon his landing in italy^ as they were 
eating their flem upon cakes of bread , for want of 
ether con veniencies, they afterwards fed on (be cakes 
themfelves.; upon which one of the company faid 
merrily, m sr* ****** mr Tables. They immediately 
took the hint* fays tncHiftorian, and concluded di 
Prophecy Jo be fulfilled . As virpl did not, think it 
proper to omit fo materia] a particular in the Hiftory 
t>f JEnttt t it may be worth while to con fid er witk 
Jhow much judgment he has qualified it, and taken 
off every thing that might ha ye. appeared improper 
for a paffage in an Heroic Poem . The Prophetels 
who foretells it is an hungry Hqrpy , as the petfon who 
tfifcovers it is young Afctmus. 

flats itiam menfas confumimus imquif bAus! 

SUCH an obfervation, which is beautiful in me 
mouth of a boy, would have been ridiculous from 
*ny other of the company. I am apt to think that 
the changing pf the Trojin Fleet into Water-Nympbs, 
which is the moil violent Machine in the whole JEnadt 
mi bv given effeacc to fevwJCriticJw, may be ac* 

SQUflte* 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



PARADISE LOST. ioj 

Counted for the fame way. Virgil himfelf , before he 
begins that relation , premifes that what he was going 
to tell appeared incredible, but that it wasjuftified by 
tradition. What further confirms me that mis change 
,of tfce Fleet was a celebrated tircumftatfee in me 
Hiftory of J&uas is , that Ovid has given a place to 
*the feme Mttamerpbtfs in bit account of the beathca 
Mythology, 

NONE of the Criticks I have met with having 
confidered the Fable of the Mntid in this fcgitf, anl 
taken notice how die Tradition , oh which it was 
founded, authorizes thofe parts in it which appear the 
moft exceptionable ; I hope the length of this Reflec- 
tion will not make it unacceptable to the curious part 
Of my Readers. 

THE Hiftory, which was the bafis of ift'Ws 
Poem , is dill (hotter than either that of the Iliad or 
JEntid. The Poet has likewife taken care to infert 
every circumftance of it in the body of hi? Fable. 
The ninth Book , which we are here to confidcr , is 
raifed upon that brief account in Scripture, wherein 
we are told that the Serpent was more fubtle than any 
Beat! of the field, that he tempted the Woman to eat 
of the forbidden Fruit, that (he was overcome by this 
temptation , and that Adam followed her example. 
From theft few particulars Milton has formed one of 
the moft entertaining Fables that invention ever pro* 
duced. He has difpoied of thefe feveral circumftanceg 
among fo many agreeable and natural fi&ions of his 
own, that his whole ftory looks only like a comment 
upon facred Writ , or rather feems to be a full and 
compleat relation of what the other is only an epi- 
tome. I have infilled the longeron this confederation* 
*s I look upon the difpofition end contrivance of the 
Fable to be the principal beauty of the ninth Book A 
which has more S^ry in it, and is fuller of incidents, 
than any ether in the whole Poem. Satan's travelling 
the Globe, end ftfll keeping within the fautow ot the 

Gi Night, 
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Night, ti fearing to be difcoveral by the Angel of 
the Sun , who nad before detc&d him , it one of 
tbofe beautiful imaginations with wkich be introduces 
this hit fecond feries of Adventures. Hiring examined ' 
the nature of every creature , & fouad outone which 
was the moft proper for hkpurpofe, he again returns 
to Paradife; and, to avoid difcoverV, finks by night 
with a river that ran under the Garden , and fifes of 
again through a fountain that iffued from it by the 
Tree of Lite. The Poet, who, as we have before 
taken notice , fpeaks as little as poffible in his own 
perfon, and, after the example of Homer* fills every 
part of bis work with manners and characters, intro- 
duces a foliloquy of this infernal Agent, who was thus 
reftlefs in the deftruAion of Man. He is then defcrib'd 
as gliding through the Garden under* the refemWance 
of a mill , in order to find out that Creature in which 
he defign'd to tempt our firft Parents. This defcriptJon 
has fomething in it very poetical and furprizing. 

$* faying , through each thicket dank or dry 179, . 
Jjke a black Mift , low craping , he held on 
His midnight {torch , where foontfi he might find 
The Serpent : him fafi (looping foon he found 
Jn labyrinth of many a round felf-roud , 
Bis bead the midfi , well fiord with fubtle wiles. 

THE Author afterwards gives Us a defcriprion of 
the Morning, which is wonderfully fuitable to a Di- 
vine Poem , & peculiar to that firit feafen of Nature: 
He reprefents the Earth before it was curft as a great 
Altar breathing out its incenfe from all parts, & fending 
Up a pleafant favour to the noftrils of its Creator; te 
which he adds a noble idea of Adam and Eve, as of- 
fering their morning ^worftup, and filling up the unfc 
▼erfal confort of praife and adoration . 

; Now when at faered light began te dawn 192., 
: Jn Eden en tbi humid fioyxrs, that freatbtf « 
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thek mcrmnf tncenfc , when all things that breath 
from tb' Earth's great Altar font up filent praifi* 
To tb$ Orator f and hi* npftrils fill 
With grateful [null ; forth came the human pair, ' 

* And foyrid sheer vocal worjbip to tb$ cheer 

* Of. Citatum wanting voice 

THE clifputc which follows between our two firft 
Parents is reprefented with great art : It proceeds from 
a difference of judgment , not of pafljon , and is 
7 managed with reafon, not with heat : It is fuch a 
; difpute as we may fuppofe might have happened in 
Paradife , had Man continued happy and innocent . 
There is a great delicacy in the moralities which arc 
interfperfed in Adam's difcourfe > and which the moil 
ordinary Reader cannot but take notice of. That forct 
of love which the Father of Mankind fo finely defcribes 
in the eighth Book , & which is inferted in the fore- 
going paper, (hews it felf here in many fine inftancesj 
As in thofe fonc) regards he caft towards Eve at her 
parting from him. 

Her long with ardent look his eye purfued 397* 
' Delighted , but depring more her flay . 

Oft be to. her his charge of quick return » 

Repeated ; Jhe to him as oft engaged 

To he return 9 d by noon amid the brwre. ' 

IN his impatience and aroufement during her 
ibfence • 

- - - Adam the while 838. 

Waiting defirous her return, had wove 
Of choueft flowers a Garland to adorn 
Her trejfes , and her rural labours crown , 
As reapers oft are wont their barveft-Queen. 
Great joy be promt fed to his thoughts % and new 
Solace in her return , fo long delay d • 

BUT particularly in that paffionate fpeech, where 
feeing her irrecoverably loft , he refolvcs to pcrirti 
With her rather than to five without her. * ^ 
* : G$ y Soma 
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• *> - - $*/»* f«r/M /tofti <yy fa 

Qf enemy hatb bepkd th*e 9 yet uukssown, 
And me with thee hath ruh'd, for witb tbt$ 
Cortam my refolution is to die; 
How can J live without thee, how fifty .. 
Thy fweet convorfi* and love fo dearly joynd, 
To tive again in thofi wild woods forlorn ? 
Should God create another Eve , and I . 
Another rib afford , yet lo/s of thee 
Would never from my heart ;no f m 9 l fitl 
The link of Nature draw me: Fle/b offlefb, 
Bone of my hue thou art , and from thy fiato 
Mine never Jball he farted ', hlifs or Woe. 

THE beginning of this (beech, & the preparation 
to it are animated with the fame fpirit as the codcju* 
Hon, which I have here quoted, 

THE feveral wiles which are put in pra&ice by 
the Tempter , when he found Eve Separated from her 
Husband* the many pleafing images of Nature which 
are intcrmixt in this part of the ftory, with its gradual 
and regular progress to the fatal qataftrophe » are fo 
very remarkable, that it would be fuperfluous to point 
out their refpe&'ve beauties. 

I have avoided mentioning any particular Simili* 
tudes in my remarks on this great work , hecaufe I 
have given a generalaccount of them in my payer 
on the firft Book . There is one , however , in mis 
part of the Poem which I (hall here quote, as it is not 
only very beautiful, but the dofeft of any in the whole 
Poem ; I mean, that where the Serpent is (jefcrib'd as 
rolling forward in all his pride , animated by the evil 
Spirit, and conducting Eve to her deftrultion , while 
Adam was. at too great a diftance from her to give 
her his affiftance, Thefe feveral particulars are au <tf 
fhem wrought into the following Similitude . 

-,- - Bofe elevates, and joy 633. 

frightens his crejl> as *when 4 wand 'ring fire 

CcmfaA 

- 
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C*mp*& of uncluons vapour, which the night 
Condenfet, and the cold invitons round, 
Kindled through agitation to a flam* , 
(Which oft, thy fay, fomo evil Spirit attends) 
, flovering and blazing with detufive light , 
Mi/leads tti amtXfd night-wanderer from hit way 
To bogs and mires, and oft thro' pond or pool, 
Th$r$ fwallovfd Hp and (oft, from fmcour far. 

THAT fecrct intoxication of pleafure, with all 
thofc tranfient fluitaings of guilt and joy which the 
Poet rej>refent$ in our firft Parents upon their eating 
the forbidden Fruit, to thpfe flaggings of fpirit, damps 
Of forrow, and mutual accufations which fucceed it, 
ixt conceiv'd with a wonderful imagination , 6c de- 
scribed in very natural fentiments . 

WHEN Dido in the fourth JEneid yielded to that 
fatal temptation which ruin'd her , Virgil tells us the 
Earth trembled*, the Heayens were filled with flafhes of 
Lightning, 6c the Nymphs howled upon the mountain 
tops. Milton, in the fame poetical Spirit, has defcribed 
all Nature as difturbed upon£f**s eating the forbidden 
fruit.. . . 

So faying, her rajb hand in tvif hour 780. 

forth reaching to tie Fruit , Jbe pluckt t Jbe eat : 
Earth felt the Wound , and Nature from her feat 
Sighing thro all her Works gave fans of wee 
That all was loft t - - 

UPON Mams falling into the fame guilt, the 
whole Creation appears a fecond time in convulfious. 

* - - He fcrupled not to eat 997, 

Againft his better knowledge, not dqeivd, 

fut fondly overcome with female cbarm\ 

f.arth trembled from htr entrails , as again 

fn pangs , and Mature gave a fecond groan , 

Sky towred, and, muttering thunder, feme fad dtppg 

Jfeft at cvmf letting of tb$ mortal fin z z z ' 

AS 
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AS all Nature fuffcr'd by the guilt of our firftParenh, 
thefe fymptoms of trouble & condonation are wonder- 
fully imagined, not only as prodigies, bat as marks 
cf her fympathizing in the Fall of Man . *, 

AD A Af's converfe with Eve, after having eaten 
the forbidden Fruit, is an exad copy of that between . 
Jupiter & Juno in the fourteenth Iliad . Juno Aere 
approaches Jupiter with the Girdle which fne had re- 
ceived from Venus-, upon which he tells her, that rtie 
appeared more charming and defirable than the had- 
ever done before, even when their loves were at the 
higheft . The Poet afterwards defcribes them as re- 
podng on a Aim met of Mount Ida , which produced 
under them a bed of flowers, the Lotus, the Crocus, 
and the Hyacinth, and concludes his defcription with 
their falling afleep. 

LET the Reader compare this with the following 
paffage in Milton, which begins with Adam's fpeech 
to Eve. 

Tor never did thy beauty Knee the day 1019. 
1 [aw thee fir ft and wedded tbee, adorn' d x 

With all perfections, fo inflame my fenfi 
' With ardor to enjoy tbee , fairer now 
Than ever, bounty of this virtuous tree. 
So faid he , and forbore not glance or toy 
Of amorous intern, well under flood 
Of Eve , whofe eye darted contagious fire . 
Her hand he feifed , and u a Jbady bank 
Thick over-head with verdant roof embowr*d ■* 

He led her nothing loath: Flow'rs were the couch 9 
Panfies, and violets, and afphodel, 
And hyacinth, earth* s frefbeft fofteft lap. 
There they their fill of love,, and love's difport 
Took largely , of their mutual guilt the ftal , 
The folate of their fin , till devty fleef . 
Ofprefid them - - - 

AS 
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AS no Poet feeros ever to have ftudied Bmmr more* 
Cf to have refembled him more in the greatnefs of 
genii* than JUife#» , I think I ftiould have given but 
a^ery impeded account of hit beauties , if I had not 
ohferved me moft remarkable paflagcs which look like 
parallels in thefe two great Authors. I might, in the, 
ceurfc of thefe criticisms, have taken notice of many 
pamtular lines and expreffions which are ttanflated 
from thcGralkPoct; but as 1 thought this would have 
appeared too minute and over •curious , I have pur* 
pofely omitted them. The greater incidents, however, 
are not only fet off by being (hown in the fame light 
withjfcveral of the fame nature in Hcmer 9 hux by that 
jneam may be alfo guarded againft the cavils of the 
taftelefs or ignorant. 



i' Spectator, N*- 3f7. 

• - - qms t*Yt* fimd* 

Jsmftret * Ucrymisf - - - Virg. 

THE tenth Book of Pvadift Loft has a greater 
variety of perfons in it than any other in the 
whole Poem. Toe Author upon tie winding up of 
his action introduces all thofe who had any concern 
in it, &fhews with great beauty the influence which 
it had upon each of them . It is like the laft Act of 
a well written Tragedy , in which all who had a part 
in it are generally drawn up before the audience , & 
reprefented under thofe circumftances in which the 
determination of the a&on places them . 

I ftiall therefore confider this Book under four heads, 
in relation to the celeftial, die infernal, the human, 
and die imaginary perfons , who have their refpe&ve 
parts allotted in it. 

- T O begin with the celeftial Perfons : The guardian 
Angels of t>*r*d*{t are dcfciibed as returning to Heaven 
-x upon 
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upon the Fall of Mail , in order to approve their v£ 
pUncc ; their arrival , their maimer of reception * 
with the forrow which appeared in therafelves* & in 
thofe Spirits who are faid to rejoice at thr 4onverfiofr 
ot a Sinner, are very finely laid together in the fob* 
lowing lilies. • 

Vp into tiedv'n from Pdraiife in hafie iff 

Th' angelic guards afcended , tout* aid fiti 

Tor Man , for of his ftate by this they knew , 
Mtttb wond'ring how the fubtle Fiend had floln 
Entrance unfeen. Soon ds tb' unwelcome news 
JFropi Earth arrivd at Heaven- gat e , difpleas'd 
All Wire who heard , dim fadnefs did not /(art 
That time Celeflial vifages, yet mixt 
With pity, violated not their blifs. 
About too new-arrivd, in multitude* 
TW JEthereal People ran, to hear and know 
Bow all befell : They towards the Throne fupreaj^ 
Accountable made hafter to make appear 
With righteous plea, their utfnoft vigilance, 
And eafily approved*, wben the mo ft Higk 
Eternal Tdtber from his fecret cloud 
Amid ft, in founder utter 'd thus his voice 4 

THE fame Divine Perfon, who in the foregoing 
parts of this Poem interceded for our firft Parents be-. 
fore their Fall, overthrew the Rebel Angels, & created 
the World , is how represented as descending to PMtd- 
dife 9 and pronouncing fentence upon the three Of* 
fenders. The cool of the evening, being a ckcum* 
fiance with which Holy Writ introduces this great 
fcene , it is poetically defcribed by our Author, who. 
nasi alfo kept religioufly to the form of words, in which 
the three feveral Sentences were pafled upon Adam % 
kve, & the Serpent He h?$ rather chofen to negle& 
the numeroufnefc of his verfe , than to deviate from 
thofe fpeeches which are recorded on this great occa- 
fion. The guilt and confufion #f our firft Parent* 

ftanirog 
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Handing naked before their Judge , it touched with 
great beauty. Upon tke arrival of Sin and D$ath into 
the works of the creation , the Almighty is again in* 
tittdnte* if peaking to his Angels that furrouadc* 

tan. - 

See with what beat tbefe dogs of ttell advenes 616* 
T^.wajk and bavock yonder World f which J 
So fair and good ctaated , flee 

THE following paffage is farmed upon that glo* 
tious image in Holy Writ, which compares the Voice 
of an innumerable noft Of Angels, uttering Hallelujahs, 
to the Voice of mighty thundering? , or of many 
Watea. 
Ho ended y and tbo Heavnly Audience loud 64T* 
Sung HalUtmjab, as the found of Seas , 
Through multitude tbatfung: „ Juft art tby ways+ 
*, Righteous are thy decrees in all tby works, 
„ Who can extenuate Thee - * - 

THOUGH the Author in the whole coutfe of 
his Poem, and particularly in the Book ■* we are novir 
examining, has infinite allufions to places of Scripture, 
I have only taken notice in my remarks df fuch as 
are of a poetical nature , and which are woven with 

{;reat beauty into the body of this Fable. Of this kind 
s that paffage in the prefent Book, where defcribifig 
Sink Death as marching through the works of Nature, 
he adds, 

- - - Behind her Death 588. 

Clofe following pace for pace, not mounted yet 
On his (ale ho,rfef - - - 

Which alludes to that paflage in Scripture fo wonder* 
fully poetical, and terrifying to the imagination. And 
I looked, and heboid a pah Hot ft , ty bis name tbat fat 
on him was Death , and Hell followed witb bim : and 
power WOe given onto them over the fourth part of tb* 
earth, to kill with fivord, <? witb hunger* cp ivitbjieknefs* 

and 
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and with the hafts of the earth Apoc6. 8. Undertint 
firft head of Celcftial Perfons we mutt hkcwifc take 
notice of the command which the Angck icomed, 
Jo produce die feveral changes in Natgfee* and firiiy 
the beauty of the Creation. Accordingly they art 
^epifcfented as infeding the Stars and Planets with 
malignant influences , wcaknlng the light of the Sun » 
. bringing down the Winter into die mdder regions of 
Nature, planting Winds and Storms in fevemL quar- 
ters of the Sky, ftbring the Clouds with Thunder, 
and in fhort, perverting die whole franife of the \Jni~ 
veVfe to the condition of its criminal Inhabitants! 
As this is a noble incident in the Poem, the fallowing 
lines , in which we fee the Angpls heaving *p tw 
Earth , and placing it in a different pofturc to the Sun 
from what it had before the Fall of Man/is conceived 
with that fublime imagination which was fo peculiar 
to this great Author . 

Some fay be bid his Angels turn afeance 668* 
■ The Poles of Earth twice ten degrees and more 
From the Suns axle ; they with labour pujb'd 
Oblique the centrick Globe. -"- - 

WE are in the fecond plade, to confider die In- 
ternal Agents under the view which Milton has given 
of them in this Book . It is obferved by thofe who 
Would fet forth the greatnefs of Virgil's plan , that he 
(tonduds his Reader through all the parts of the Earth 
which were difcovered in his time* Afia 9 4fruk , & 
Europe, arc the feveral Scenes of his Fable. The Plan 
of Milton's Poem is of an infinitely greater extent, 
& fills the mind with many more aftontfhing circum- 
ftances. Satan t having furrounded the Earth feven 
times , departs at length from Paradife. We then fee 
kim (leering his courie among the Conftellations , & 
after having traverfed the whole Creation , purfuing 
his voyage tnro' the chaos , and entering int# his own 
Jafcrnal Dominions. 
V HIS 
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HIS firft appearance in the Affembly of fallen 
Angels 9 it work'd up with circumftances which give 
a delightfcl furpriie to the Reader: but there is no 
incident in Aft* whote Poem which does, this more 
than the transformation of the whole Audience , that 
follows die account their Leader gives them of his 
Expedition. The gradual change of Satan himfelf is 
dcfcribed after Ovias manner, and may vie with any. 
of thofc celebrated transformations which are looked 
upon as tw'apA beautiful parts in that Poet's works. 
Mtlton never Alls of improving his own hints, and 
bcftowing the lad finjfhing touches to every incident 
which is admitted into his Poem. The unexpected 
Htfi which rifes in this Epifode, the dimensions and 
bvfikof Satan (6 much fuperior to thofc of the infernal 
Spirits who lay under the fame transformation , with 
the annual change which they are fuppofed to fiiffer f 
are inftances of this kind. The beauty of the diclion 
is very remarkable in this whole Eoifode , as I have 
obferved in the fixth paper of thefe Remarks the great 
judgment with which it was contrived . 

TH E parts of Adam and Eve f or the Humane 
Perfons , come next under our confideration. Milton'i 
art is no where more (hewn than in his conducting 
the parts of thefe our firft Parents. The reprefentation 
he gives of them , without falsifying the ftory f is 
wonderfully contrived to influence the Reader with 
pity and compaffion towards them . Though Adam 
involves the whole Species in mifery,*his crime pro* 
ceeds from a weaknefs which every Man is inclined 
to pardon and commiferate , as it feems rather the 
frailty of humane-nature t than of the perfon who of- 
fended. Every one is apt to excufe a fault which he 
himfelf might have fallen into. It was the exccfs of 
love fornix that ruin'd Adam & his pofterity. I need 
not add , that the Author is juftify'd in this particular 
by many of the Fathers, & the moft orthodox Writers. 
"Milton has by this mean* filed a great part of his Poem 
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with that kind of writing which the Trench Crititkt 
call the Tender , and which is in a particular manner 
engaging to all forts of Readers . 

ADAM and Eve, in the book wit are now con- 
fidering , are hkewife drawn with fuch fentiments as 
do not only intcrcft the Reader in their affii&ions, 
hut raife in him the moft melting paffions of huma- 
nity and commiferation. When Adam fees the feveral 
changes in Nature produced about him, he appears in 
a diforder of mind fuitaWc to one who had forfeited 
btftb his innocence & his happinefe: he is filled with 
horror , remorfe , defpair ; in the anguifh of hi* beait 
he expoftulates with his Creator for having given him 
an unasked exiftence : 

Did 1 requefi thee, Maker, from my day 743.' 
To mould me Mant Did I fdkit thee 
Trom darknefs to promote me, or here place 
In this delicious garden t As my t m'M 
Concurrd not to my being , 'twere but right 
And equal to reduce me to my dufi, 
Defirous to refign, and render back 
All I receivd 

He immediately, after recovers from his prefumptfoni; 
owns his doom to be juft , and bees mat the death 
which is threatned him may be inflicted on him • 
- ~ * Why delays 77 1. 

His hand to execute what his decree 
&x'd on this day f Why do I overlive ? 
Why am J tmckd with Death , and lenpbend ea§} 
3> dtatbhfs paint How gladly "would l meet 
Mortality my fittence, and be earth 
InfinfibUf bow glad would lay me dawn 
<** in my Mother's lapt There Jbould I reft 
•And fit** fecurei his dreadful voice no mart 
Would thunder in my ears: no fiar of worfi 
To mt and to my tf/prmg, would Wmtnt ma 
w "** trtoel ex&kne*. -•- 
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'THIS whole fpeech is full of the like emotion 9 
tad varied with all thofc fctaiments which we may 
fuppofe natural to a mind fo broken and difturb'd . 
I muft not omit that generous concern which our firft 
Father (hews in it for his pofttrity, and which is fa 
proper to afieft the Reader. 

- - * Bide me from the face *jl%. 
Of God, whom to Behold was then toy height 
Of hapfZnefs: yet itiell if here would end - 
The mifery; J deferv'd it , and would bear 

- My ruM defihvings} hut this will not fervet 
All that 1 eat, or drink, or Jball beget f 
Is propagated cur ft. O voice once heard 
Delightfully, encreafe and multiply, 
Now Death to hear! • - - 

- - - in me all 817; 
Pofterity ftands curft : Pair patrimony 

That I muft leave you , Sons : O were I able 
To wafie it all my felf, and leave you none! 
So difinherited hoW Would you blefs 
Me noiv your iurfe ! Ah , why Jbould alt Mankind 
Tor one Man's fault thus guilt left be condemned , 
Jf guildefs * But from me What can proceed 
But all corrupt - - * 

WflO can afterwards behold die Father of Man* 
kind extended upon the earth , uttering his midnight 
complaints, bewailing his.exiftenCe, and wiibing for 
death , without fympathizing with him in his diflxefs:* 

Thus Adanl to bimfetf lamented loud $4?. 

Through tfoe>ftill night, m)t now f as ere Mdnfeti, 
Wholefome and cool and" mild , but with black air 
Accompanied, With damps and dreadful gloom , 
Which to his evil conference reprefentect 
All things with double terrour: on the ground 
Outjlretck'd he lay , on the cold ground, and oft 
Curs' d his creation, Death as oft actuYd 
9f tardy execution. 

. ~ H* THE 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



irf NOTES UPON 

THE part of Ei* in this Book is no lefs paffionate^ 
and apt to fway flie Reader in her favour. She is re- 
presented with great tendernefs as approaching Adam, 
but is fpurn'd from him with a fpirit of 'Upbraiding 8c 
indignation conformable to the nature of Man, whofe 
paffions had now gained the Dominion over him. 
The foUowing paujjge wherein (he is defcribed as 
renewing her addreffes to him, with the whole Ipecctt 
that follows it , have fomething in them exquifitely 
moving and pathetick. 

Me added not , and from her turnd : but Eve 909. 

Not 10 repulsd, with tears that cedid not flowing 9 

And trejfes all diforderd, at his feet 

Tell humble i and embracing them be/ought 

His beace , and thus proceeded in her plaint. 

lor/ah me not thus Adam, witnefs Heavm 

What love fincere and reverence in my heart 

J bear thee , and unweeting have offended » 

Unhappily deeeivd ; thy Suppliant 

J beg , and clafp thy knees ; bereave me not 9 

Whereon I live, thy gentle looks, thy aid 9 

Thy counfel in this uttermofl difirefs, 

My only flrength and pay : Forlorn of the* 

Whither jhall 1 betake me, where fubpfir 

While yet we live % fcarce one Jhort hour perhaps I 

Between us two let there be peace 9 &C. 

ADAM's reconcilement to her is work'd up in 
the fame fpirit of tendernefs. Ex* afterwards propofes 
to her Husband, in the blindnefs of her defpair , mat 
to prevent their guilt from defcending upon poftcrity 
they (hould refolve to live childlefs ; or, if that could 
not be done, they, mould feek their own deaths by 
violent methods. As thofe fentiments naturally engage 
the Reader to regard the Mother of Mankind wim 
more than ordinary commiferation , they Hkewife 
contain a very fine moral. The refolution of dying, 
to end our miferies, does not (hew fuch a degree of 
: magnaoh 
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magnanimity as a refolution to bear them, & fubmit 
to 3ie difpgnfations of Providence. Our Author hs* 
therefore , With great delicacy , reprcfented Eve as 
entertaining this thought ,& Adam as difapproving it. 

WE are,ip the laft place, to Confider die imaginary 
Perfons, ox Death and Sin t who ad a large part in 
this Bdok. Such beautiful extended allegories are cer- 
tainly fome of the fineft compofitions of genius j but, 
*s I havi before obfervcd, are not agreeable to the 
* nature oPari Heroic Poem. This of Sin and Death is 
*ery exquifite in its kind , if not confidercd as a part 
of fuch a work. The truths contained in it are ft> clear 
and open, that I (hall not lofe time in explaining them ; 
but (hall only obferve , that a Reader who knows the 
ftrength of the Hnglijh tongue, will be amazed to think 
how the Poet could find iuch apt words & phrafes to 
defcribe the a Aions of thofe two imaginary perfons , 
and particularly in that part where Death is exhibited 
as forming a Bridge over the Chaos ; a work fuitable 
to the genius of Milton. 

SINCE the fubjcd I am upon gives me an op- 
portunity of (peaking more at large of fuch ftiadowy 
and imaginary Perfons as may be introduced into 
Heroic Poems, kihall beg leave to explain my felf in 
a matter which ircurious in its kind , & which none 
of the Criticks have treated of. It is certain Homer 
St Virgil are full of imaginary Perfons, who are very 
beautiful in Poetry when they are juft (hewn without 
being engaged in any feries of action. Homer indeed 
reprefents Sleep as a Perfon , and afcribes a ihort part 
to him in his Iliad; but we muft confider that tho' 
we now regard fuch a Perfon as entirely (hadowy 8t 
unfubftantial , the Heathens made ftatues of him , 
placed him iq their Temples, and looked upon him 
as a real Deity. When Homer makes ufe of other fuch 
allegorical Perfons, it is only in fhort expreffions, 
which convey an ordinary thought to the mind in the 
molt pleafng manner, Jkmay rather be looked upoa 

H i u 
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as poetical phrafes than allegorical defcriptions. Inflead 
Of telling us tfiat Men naturally fly when they are tor- 
yficd, he introduces die perfons of Flight and P«r t 
who, he tells us, are inseparable compawpns. Infiead 
of faying that the time was come when ApolU ought 
to have received his recompence,he teH* us that me 
Hours brought him his reward. Inftcad of defcribing 
the effe4b which Minerva's Mgis produced in battel , 
he tells us that the brims of it were encompafled by 
Terr our, fLaut , Difcerd, Fury, Pur hit , Maffacre, and 
Death. In the fame figure of fpcaking, he reprefenti 
Yittory as following Jhomedes; Difcord n the raothef 
pf Funerals & Mourning ; Venus as dreffed by the Gratis; 
tefloua as wearing Terrour and Conftcrnation like % 
garment, I might give feveral other inftances out of 
homer, as well as a great many out of Virgil. Miitem 
has lijtewifc very often made ufe of the fame way of 
ipeaking. as where he tells us, thzt Vtilory fat on the 
light hand of the Mejpah when he marched forth 
againft the Rebel Angels ; that at the rifing of the Sun 
theHo«r/ unbarr'd the gates of light;, that Difcord was 
the daughter of Sin. Of the fame nature arc thofe 
cxpreflions, where defcribing the ringing of the Nightin- 
' gale, he adds, Silence %vas f leafed ; & uppn the Mejpab'% 
bidding peace to the Chaos, Confufion heard his voice , 
) might add innumerable initances of our Poet's writing 
in this beautiful figure , It is plain that thefe I have 
jnentioned , in which Perfons ofan imaginary nature 
are introduced , are fuch fhort Allegories as are not 
flefigncd to be taken in the literal fenfe , but only to 
convey particular circumftances to the Reader after 

fn nnufual and entertaining manner. But when fuch 
erfons are introduced as principal A&ors, & engaged 
in * feries of Adventures, they take too much upon 
them, Scare by no means proper for an Heroic Poem, 
which ought to appear credible in its principal parts. 
I cannot forbear therefore thinking that Sim 8c Death 
itt as improper Agents ta * work of this nature, as 

Strength 
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Strtugtb 8c Nutfity in one of the Tragedies of Rfcbylasp 
-who represented thofc twoPerforifc nailing down Pr+* 
metbeus to a Rock, for which he has been juftly cen- 
fured by the-greateft Criticks. 1 do not know any 
imaginary Perion made ufe of in a more fubKme man- 
ner of thinking than that in one of the Prophets, 
who defcribine God as descending from Heaven , ana 
vifiting the mil of Mankind, adds that dreadful cir- 
cuQiftancc, Btfort him went the Pefltiena* Hab. J. f. 

been 



It is certain this imaginary Perfon might have 
defcribed in all her purple fpots. The Fiver might 
have marched before her, Pain might have flood at 
her right hand , Phrenzy an her left , 8c Death in her 
rear. She might have been introduced as gliding down 
from the tail of a Corofct , or darted upon the Earth 
in a flafh of Lightning : She might have tainted the 
Atmofphere with her breath; the very glaring of her 
eyes might have fcattered infe&on . But I believe 
every Reader will think • that in fuch fublime writings 
the mentioning of her as it is donfe in Scripture, has 
Something in it morejuft, as well as great, than all 
that the mod ianciful Poet could have bellowed upon 
her in the richnefs of his imagination • 



Spectator, N°- J 6$. 

- - - CrtM.it ubique 
iMttut, ubtque paver y & plurum Mortis imago. Virg. 

/%/f 1I 'T & has (hewn a wonderful art in defcriMng 
. that variety of paffions which arife in our firft 
Parents upon the breach of the commandment that 
had been given them. We fee them gradually paffing 
from the triumph of their guilt thro' remorfe, ihame* 
defpair, contrition, prayer, and hope, to a perfeft 
and compleat repentance. At the end of the tenth 
Book they are rcprcfeated as proftrating (hemfelves 
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.Upon die ground, and watering the earth with thek 
tears: To vrhich the Poet joins this beautiful circura- 
Jfcance , that they offer'd up their penitential prayers 
on the very plac* where their Judge appeared to them 
when he pronounced their Sentence. 

• - - They forthwith to the place X. roejS, 

Repairing whore he judgd them , proflrate fell 
Before him reverent , and both conftfsd 
Humbly their faults 9 and pardon begg*d f with tears 
Watering the ground * - - 

THERE i$ a beauty of the fame kind in a Tra- 
gedy of Sophocles , where Oedipus, after having pot 
out his own eyes , inftead of breaking his neck from 
the Palace battlements ( which furnilhes fo elegant an 
entertainment for our Englijb audience) defires chat 
lie may be conduced to mount Citharon, in order to 
end his life in that very place where he was expofed 
in his infancy, and where he ihould then have died 9 
bad the will of his Parents been executed . 

AS the Author never fails to give a poetical turn 
to his fentiments, he describes in the beginning of this 
Book the acceptance which thefe their Prayers met 
with , in a (hort Allegory form'd upon that beautiful 
parTage in holy Writ; And another Angel came and 
flood at the Altar , having a got den Confer ; and there 
was given unto him much incenfe, that he Jbould offer 
is with the ^Prayers of all Saints upon the golden Altar f 
Which was bejore the Throne : And the jmoak of the hh 
eenfe which came with the Prayers of the Saints afcendei 
tip before God. Apoc. 8. 3. 

■• - - To Heavn, their Prayers XL 14. . 

Jlew up 9 nor mifsd the, way , by envious winds 
Blown vagabond or firuftrate : in they pafs'd 
Ditnentionlefs thro* beavnly doors , then clad 
With incenje, where the Golden Altar fumed , 
By their great Intercegor , came in fight 
. Before the Father's throne • - • 

* " WB 
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WE have the fame thought expreffed a fecond time 
in the interceffion of die Mtjfiab , which is conceived 
in very emphatick fentiments and Cxpreffions . 

AMONG the poetical parts of Scripture which 
Milton hatfo finely wrought into this part of iiis nar- 
ration, I muft not omit that wherain Ezekiel fpeaking 
of the Angels who appeared to him in a Vifion,adds, 
that every em bad four faces , & that their whole bodies, 
and their backs , and their hands , and their wings were 
full of eyes round about . 

- - - The Cohort bright 127. 

O/ watchful Cherubim j four faces each 
Bad, like a double Janus, all their Jbafe 
* Spangled with Eyes - - - 

• THE affembling of all the Angels of Heaven to 
hear the folemn decree paffed upon Man , i* repre- 
sented in very lively ideas . The Almighty is here 
defcrib'd as rem em bring mercy in the midlt of judg- 
ment, & commanding Michael 10 deliver his meffage 
in the mildeft terms , leaft the fpirit of Man , which 
was already broken with the fenfe of his guilt & mi- 
fery, ihould fail before him. 

- - - ret leaft they faint 108. 

^Lt the fad Sentence rigor oufly urgd, 
( For 1 behold them foftned and with tears 
Bewailing their excefs,) all terror bide. 

THE conference of Adam & Eve is full of moving 
fentiments. Upon their going abroad after the me- 
lancholy night which they had paffed together , they 
difcover the Lion and the Eagle purfuing each of 
them their prey towards the eaitern gates of Paradife. 
There is a double beauty in this incident, not only 
as it prcfentg great and juft omens, which are always 
agreeable in Poetry , but as it expreffes that enmity 
which was now produced in the Animal creation. 
JThe Poet, to &cw the like changes in Nature, a& well 

Hj as 
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as to grace his Fable with a noble Prodigy, represents 
the Sun in an Eclipfe. This particular incident has 
likewife a fine efed upon the imagination of the 
Reader, in regard to what follows; for at the fame 
time that the Sun is under an Eclipfe, a Bright cloud 
defcends in the weftern quarter of the Heavens, filled 
with an Hoft of Angels , and more luminous than the 
Sun it felf. The whole Theatri of Nature is darkned, 
that this glorious Machine may appear in all its luftrc 
and magnificence. v 

... why in the Ea(l 103, 

Darknefs o'ro day's mid-courfe t and morning light 
More oritnt in that weflern cloud that draws 
O'er the blue firmament a radiant white f 
And flaw defcends, with Jomet king heavnly fraught f 

He errd not , for by this the beav'nly bands 
Down from a sky of Jaffer lighted now 
In Paradife, and on a hill made haU\ 
A glorious apparition. 

I need not obferve how properly this Author, who 
always fuits his parts to the A<ftors whom he intro- 
duces , has employed Michael in the expulfion of our 
firft Parents from Paradife. The Archangel on this 
occaiion neither appears in his proper (nape , nor in 
that familiar manner with which Raphael the fociable 
Spirit entertained the Father of Mankind before the 
Fall. His perfon, his port, & behaviour are fuitaWe 
to a Spirit of the higheft rank, & exquifitely defcrib'd 
in the following paffage. 

- - - Th 'Archangel foon drew nigh, 138. 
Not in his Jbape celefiial , but as Man 
Clad to meet Man ; over his lucid Arms 
A military ve(i of purple flow'd 
" elibse 



Livelier than ' Melibsean , or the grain 
O/Sarra , worn by Kings and Heroes old 
& time of truce - 9 Iris had dipt the weeg. 
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"BStfiarry Helm* unbuckled, Jbtvfd htm trim 
Jn manhood where youth ended; by his fide 
At in a gUftr'mg Kodiack hung the Swerd , 
Satan'/ dure dread, and in hit hand the Spear. 
Adam bow'd lew : He kingly from hit fiate 
Jnclin'i net, but bit coming thus declared. 

EVE 9 s complaint upon hearing that (he was to be 
removed from the garden of Paradife is wonderfully 
beautiful: The fentimcnts are not only proper to the 
iiibjed, but have fomething in' them particularly foft 
and womaniih. 

Muft I then leave the*, Paradifir tfout leav$ %62. 
Thee, native foil, thefe happy walks and Jbades, 
fit haunt of Gods f Where 1 had hope to fpend 
Quiet , though fad , the refpite of that day 
That mufl be mortal to us both. O fiowrt 
That never will in other climate grow , 
My early vifitation and my laft 
At even , which J bred up with tender hand 
Trom the firft opening bud , and gave you names; 
Who now Jball rear you to the Sun , Qr rank 
Tour tribes , and water from th'ambrofial fount f 
Thee, laftly, nuptial Bowre, by me adorn d 
With what to fight or fmell was Jweet : from thee 
How Jball I part 9 and whither wander down 
Into a lower world , to this obfcure 
And wild, how Jball we breath in other air 
Ltfs pure > accujlom'd to immortal fruits f 

APAM's fpeech abounds with thoughts which are 
equally moving, but of a more mafculine & elevated 
turn . Nothing can be conceived more fublime and 
poetical than the following paffage in it . 

This tnoft afflielt me, that departing hence 315. 
At from hit fate I jball be hid, deprived 
, 0s blejjed count' name; here I could frequent f 

With 
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With werjbip , place by place where he vouch fafed 
Prefence divine , and to my Sons relate; 
On this mount he appear* a ', under Wis tree 
Steed viftble 5 among theft pines, his 'voice' 
J beard ; here with him at this fountain talk'4: 
So many grateful Altars 1 would rear , 

°f % r *th tur f* **£ pi* u P **>***! ft*** * 

Of lujtre from the brook , in memory 
Or monument to ages, and thereon 
Offer fweet fmeUing gums and fruits and flowers* 
In yonder nether World where Jball I feek 
Bis bright appearances 9 or footfteps trace f 
* Tor though / fled him angry , yet retalTd 
To life prolong d and promt fed rate I now 
Gladly behold though but his utmoft skirts 
Of glory , and far off bis flops adore . 

THE Angel afterwards leads Adam to the higheft 
mount of Paradife , and lays before him a whole 
Hemifphere, as a proper ftage for thofe Vifions which 
were to be represented on it. I have before obfdrved 
how the Plan of Milton's Poem is in many particulars 
greater than that of the Iliad oxJEneid. V$rgil\ Hero, 
in the laft of thefe Poems , is entertained with a fieht 
of all thofe who are to defcend from hjm ; but mo* 
that Epifode is juftlv admired as one of the nobleft 
defigns in the whole JEne'id* every one muft allow 
that this of Milton is of a much higher nature. Adams 
Vifion is not confined to any particular Tribe of 
Mankind, but extends to the whole fpecies. 

I N this great review which Adam takes of all his 
Sons and Daughters, the firft objects he is presented 
with exhibit to him the ftorv of Cain & Abel, which 
is drawn together with mucn clofenefs & propriety of 
cxpreffion . That curiofity and natural horror which 
arifes in Adam at the fight of the firft dying Man, 
is touched with great beauty • 



d by Google 



PAR AD I S E L O S T. ix$ 

9itt have 1 nowfeen Death t is this tbi wy 4j6l* 
1 muft return to native dufit O fight 
*.. Of terrour foul and ugly to behold, 
Horrid to -think % how horrible to feel I 

THE fecond Vifion fets before him the image of 
Death in a great variety of appearances. The Angel 
to give him a general idea of thofe effeds which nit 

fuilt had brought upon his Poftcrity, places before 
im a large* Hofpital , or Laxar-Houie, fill'd with 
peribns lyfeg under all kinds of mortal difeafes. How 
finely has the Poet told' us that the fick perfons lan- 
gifhed under lingring and incurable diftempers, by an 
apt 8c judicious jafc of fuch imaginary beings as tnofe 
I mentioned in my laft Paper. 

' Dire was the tojpng, deep the groans , Deibair .489. 
Tended the fick , bufy front couch to couch ; 
And over them triumphant Death hit dart 
Shook, but dela*£d to firikc, though oft invoked 
With vows as their chief good and final hope . 

THE paffion which likewife rifes in Adam on this 
occafion is very natural. 

Sight fo deform what heart of rock could long 494, 
Dry-eyed behold t Adam could not, but wept 9 
Tho not of Woman born; Companion quell d 
His befi of Man , and gave him up to tears • 

THE difcourfe between the Angel 8c Adam which 
follows , abounds with noble morals • 

A S there is nothing riiore delightful in Poetry than 
a contrail and oppofition of incidents , the Author , 
after this melancholy profped of death and ficknefs, 
raifes up a fcene of. mirth , love and iolity. The fe- 
cret pleafure that Heals into Adam's heart at he it in- 
tent upon this vifion, is imagined with great delicacy* 
I muft not omit the defcription of the loofc female 
troupe, who feduced the Sons of God as they are 
called in Scripture* 

Tot 



d by Google 



I*S NOTES UPON 

lor that fair femak troupe tbou fawft.tbat fetm'd 6l£ 

Of Goddeffes , fo blithe , /* fmootb, fo gay , 

r#/ #iw^/y */ «/J good , wherein conftfts 

Woman* i domefikk honour and thief praife} 

'Bred only and compleated to tho tafie 

Of luftful appetence , to fing , f # dance $ 

To drefs ana trouk the tongue, and roul tho eyil 

To the ft that fiber race of Men , tohofe lives 

JSLelmous titled them the Sons of God, 

Shall yield ut> all their virtue, all their farm f ' 

Ignobly to the trains and to the finiles 

pf thofe fair jitheifis * - - 

THE next Vifidn is oft quite contrary nature t 
and filled with the horrors of War. Adam at the fight 
of it melts into tears, & breaks out in that paffionati 

Ipeech, 

. * -. O "What are tbefi 67$. 

Death's minifters , not Men : 'mho thus deal death 
Inhumanly to Men, and multiply 
Ten thoufand fold the (in of htm ix)bo JltW 
his Brother : for of whom fuch majfacre 
Make they but of their brethren, Men of Men t 

MILTON, to keep up an agreeable variety in M* 
Vifions, after having raifed in the mind of his Reader 
the feveral ideas of terror which are conformable to 
the defcription of War: paffes on to thofe foftef images 
of Triumphs jk Feftivals, in that Vifiou of lcwdnds 
and luxury which uftiers in the flood . 

AS it is vifible that the Poet bad his eye opdn 
Ovid's account of the univerfal Deluge, die Reader 
may obferve with how much judgment he has avoided 
every thing that is redundant or puerile in die Lam 
Poet Wedo not here fee die Wolf fwimming among 
the Sheep, nor any of thofe wanton imagination! 
which Seneca found fault with , as unbecoming the 
great cataftrophe of Nature. If our Poet has imitated 
that vcrfc In which Ovid tells us that Acre wis oflKog 

tar 
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but Se* , & that this Sea had no fhorc to it, he hat 
notfet the thought in fuch a light as to incur the cen- 
furc which Criticks have paffed upon it The latter 

;>art of that verfe in Ovid is idle and fuperflnous, but 
uft and beautiful in Milton. * 

Jamque mare & tellus nullum difcrimen babebant , 
2Zft nifi pontus eras , dterant quoque Uttora font*. Ovi& 

* - - Sea cover d Sea , 749. 

Am without Jbore - - - Milton* 

I N Milton the former part of the defcription does 
not foreihll the latter. How much more great and 
foiemn on this occafion is that which follows in our 
EngllSb Poet t 

- - - And in their Palaces 750. 

Where Luxury late reign d , Sea Menfters whelp' d 
And ftabld 

than that in Ovid, where we are told that the Sea* 
calfs lay in thofe places where the Goats were ufed 
to browze ? The Reader may find feveral other paral- 
lel paflages in the Latin and Englijb defcriptions of the 
Deluge, wherein our Poet has vifibly the advantage. 
The sky's being over -charged with clouds, the de- 
fending of the rains, the rifing of the Seas, and the 
appearance of the Rainbow, are fuch defcriptions as 
every one muft take notice of. The circumftancc 
relating to Paradife is fo finely imagined and fuitable 
to the opinions of many learned Authors, that I can* 
v not forbear giving it a place in this paper. 

• - - Then {ball this mount 819* 

O/ Paradife by might ofioaves be movd % 
Out of bis place, pujb'd by the horned flood. 
With all bis verdure fpoil d , and trees adrift 
Down the great River to the ofning Gulf, 



And there take root an Ifland fait and bare , 

and Sea-Mews clang. 



The haunt of Seals and Ores and Sea-Mews clang 
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t*» NOTES UPON 

THE tranfition which the Poet makes from the 
Vilicm of the Deluge , to .the concern it occafioned in 
Adam, is exquifitely graceful* and copied after rt&tf, 
though the firft, thought it introduces is rather ia the 
Spirit of Ovid • 

Hew didft thou grieve then, Adam , to behold 754; 
The end of all tby Qff-fpring! end {0. fad, 
Depopulation I thee another floud 
Of tears and forrow , a floud thee alfo drown d, 
And funk thee as thy Sons ; *till t tnt h rear'd 
2y tb % Angtlj on tby feet thou ftoedfi at laji ' 
Though comfortlefs ^ as when a Father mourns 
Bis Children, ail tn view deftroy*d at once. 

I have been the more particular in my ouotatfon* 
out of the eleventh Book of Parad'tfe Left % beanie it 
is not generally reckoned among the moft finning 
Books of this Poem ; for which reafon the Reader 
might be apt to overlook, thofe many paffages in it 
which deferve our admiration. The eleventh « twelfth 
are indeed built upon that fingle circumftance of' the 
Removal of our firft Parents from Paradife ; but though 
this is not in it felf fo great a fubject as that in moft 
of the foregoing Books, it is extended and diverfified 
with fo many furprizine incidents & pleafing Epifodes, 
that thefe two laft Books can by no means be looked 
upon as unequal parts of this Divine Poem. I moft 
further add , that had not Milton reprefented our firft 
Parents as driven out of Paradife , his Fall of Man 
would not have been compleat, and confe^uentjy his 
Action would have beta imperfed. 
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